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June 26, 2022 --SF Mayor London Breed and her SFPD honor guard at the pride parade today 
were shocked when over a hundred yards of multicolored fabric landed on them, and a mostly 
invisible old  lesbian emerged from the center. 
Immediately surrounded by the armed guards of the honor guard, Julie Starchild explained that 
she was actually a time traveler from the year 2025. “I was so appalled by corporate pride, that 
when tesla invented an all-electric self-driving time machine I took all my savings, my pension, 
and my dog-food budget and bought a ride to 1969 to re-experience the stonewall uprising.” 
Unfortunately, she explained, “the Delorian yo-yo feature engaged prematurely and slung me 
immediately forward to 2069.“
“They were celebrating the 40th annual Post-Apocalyptic Pride Parade (PAPP),” she said. 
“There were guns and uniforms everywhere. Rainbow camouflage. And the flags…” She just 
shook her head. “Apparently I went a little berserk and started tearing down all the flags I saw, 
Rainbow, Progress, US …
“Then the Delorian plucked me up, and when we got to 2022, it kind of rolled over and dumped 
me.”
Starchild was immediately arrested on charges of flag and mayoral desecration. 

Back From the Future

by Tory
SOMarts is a funky, somewhat old time San Francisco 

warehouse art gallery, famous in some circles for hosting 
the stellar Made In Palestine art exhibit in 2005, it sits on a 
lot in an area of SF which has been razed to the ground in 
favor of luxury loft buildings, stretching as far as the eye 
can see.  Possibly the only reason for SOMarts’s continued 
offbeat presence, is that it literally sits under a giant freeway 
overpass, making it decidedly unappealing to real estate 
developers for wealthy techies.

On June 9, “Vaz A Ver,” an exhibit of the National 
Queer Arts Festival, opened at the SOMarts gallery. Vaz A 
Ver, which means “you will see,” is curated by Inés Ixierda, 
a queer disabled Mestizx visual artist and media maker, and 
Xtal Azul, a queer Xicanx interdisciplinary artist. The art 
show is described as, “A prediction, a prophecy, a promise, 
a threat. Move through this portal and bathe in divine vi-
sions for our collective queer, trans, and two-spirit post 
future now.”

Gay Shame was invited to participate in the show. In our 
usual non hierarchical loosely organized amoebic way we a 
made gigantic art piece, possibly the culmination of twenty 
years of acerbic creative political propaganda. The piece was 
created in a Mission back yard on a 16-foot-high blue tarp 
and involved a lot of wallpaper glue. We affixed layers over 
layers of fliers and stickers and then transported the crinkled, 
found art tableau to SOMarts, where it was cleverly hung 
using a scissor lift. The effect is one of expansive anarchist 
queer anti patriarchal madness, and miraculously continues 
to stay up!  

Gay Shame calls out every corner of spurious govern-
ment, corrupt politicians, faux non profits and YIMBY real 
estate developers with their penchant for trickle down regan-
nomics. There is a feast of provocative posters, a yimby devil 
sonia traus, a mandelman = death poster, a bullseye over scott 
wiener, the new-face-of-fascism newsom kills. Posters call 
out all the mayors: libby schaaf (shaft), london breed, the late 
ed lee, who have propagated the death cult of gentrification. 
Gay Shame art is a battling against the relentless war on 
poor people, people of color, the queer and trans community.  

The Gay Shame art installation is accompanied by 
FREE stickers bearing the name of the installation, STREET 
SWEEPS KILL QUEERS.

The exhibit as a whole is spectacular, with a vast creative 
always queer range. There is a wonderful large installation 
filling much of a wall called Adonis Alter by Monica Canilao 
and Xara Thustra, which has many intricate and beautiful 
parts including a large STOP MEN. 

Sins Invalid had a lovely installation, all primary colors, 
red  blue, yellow underwater- like, a woman clothed only in 
an elastomeric respirator holding a staff with a woman in 
a wheelchair with a child, titled  WE LOVE LIKE BAR-
NACLES CRIP LIVES IN CLIMATE CHAOS. 

I loved Les Amantes a block print by Alex de las Mareas 

Gay Shame at Vaz A Ver
of a snake which says PLEASURE IS OUR DESTINY. The 
description of the piece further describes it, “With the creation 
of Les Amantes as a daily practice in pleasure and sensation, 
the water snake is a prayer and a prophecy of choosing love 
for oneself and one another.”

One end of the huge warehouse had a rainbow colored 
light projection, that said, ”IN A DREAM YOU SAW  WAY 
TO DECOLONIZE AND YOU WERE FULL OF JOY,” 
as part of an installation by Demian DinéYazhi called In A 
Dream.

There was a deep-rooted land acknowledgement, a video 
that was viewed at the entrance of the exhibit. ‘We journey 
forward towards acts of collective transformation, lasting 
indigenous self determination and artistic liberation.”

This art exhibit curated by queer women of color is bold 
and revolutionary. In addition to the art exhibit the opening 
featured performances in the courtyard outside, a rambunc-
tious carnival of sounds and sights; our community in all 
its magnificence, intergenerational, majority BIPOC, many 
gendered, many abilities, fat people, feminist, anarchist and 
dreaming of decolonization. I had a moment of actual hope 
for the future and felt an immense relief .

Vaz A Ver is up until July 2 at SOMArts, 934 Brannan 
Street. Visit somarts.org to find out when you can see it.

Look for the: 
Reproductive Justice Contingents

San Francisco Trans March (#19)
Friday, June 24
Dolores Park

Rally & performances 10:30-6:00 pm
March 6–7 pm

Closing Rally 7-8 pm Taylor & Turk
http://www.transmarch.org/trans-

march-2022/

30th Annual San Francisco 
Dyke March!

Saturday, June 25
5:00 pm (no pre-march rally)

Dolores & 18th Streets
www.thedykemarch.org
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Kathy Boudin died on May 1st 2022 after a seven 
year battle with cancer. In 1980, she gave birth to her 
son, Chesa and began to reconnect with social justice 
movements including the Black Liberation Army (BLA) 
after being underground for 11 years. A year later, she 
drove a getaway truck as part of a BLA robbery of an 
armored car. Two policemen and a Brinks guard were 
killed and Kathy served 22 years in Bedford Hills Cor-
rectional Facility in NY State. 

Remembering Kathy Boudin
by Laura Whitehorn, reprinted from Jewish Currents
Kathy Boudin and I were friends and comrades for 

53 years. Since it became clear that she was dying, I’ve 
been reeling from grief and wonder. The grief needs no 
explanation and exercises its own fury. It hits me anew 
each time I remember I won’t see or talk to Kathy again. 
The wonder—which I hope will someday overtake the 
grief—arises from realizing the full miracle of who 
Kathy was. For over five decades, we talked, agreed, 
disagreed, and ruminated. I had lots of time to learn 
from her. I only wish I’d been a better student. 

Everyone deserves a second chance. This state-
ment does not only describe what Kathy believed; it 
also reflects how she lived. Kathy maintained deep 
connections with people from every phase of her life 
and, as our friend Dave George says, she made you feel 
“like the most important person in the world to her.” 
That practice of care came from her bone-deep belief in 
building community among oppressed people and those 
who stand in solidarity with them; she knew that when 
we come together, we have the power to undermine and 
destroy structures of oppression.

Many remembrances of Kathy focus on the ways 
she took accountability for the deaths her actions 
caused. Less discussed—but just as crucial—is the fact 
that, unlike many radicals of the 1960s who reject the 
militancy of their past, Kathy never stopped challenging 
the violence of the state. Partly because of her years in 
prison, she understood that systems of violence operate 
on oppressed communities not only through racist struc-
tures of policing, but also through engineered hunger, 
poor healthcare, lack of housing, and limited access 
to education. Until the end of her life, Kathy had the 
utmost respect for the movements of Black and Brown 
people who resist that violence however they deem fit. 
She expressed that respect by working to advocate for 
the release of Mutulu Shakur, Sundiata Acoli, Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, and all the elders of the Black liberation 
movement who—horrifically—remain behind bars.

Kathy and I talked constantly about how we could 
effectively realize our values. What could we do to 
end mass incarceration? To be more internationalist? 

Kathy Boudin

To build deeper solidarity with Palestine? To project a 
more profound understanding of gender oppression and 
to support the leadership of women and gender non-
conforming people? To make sure that younger orga-
nizers—especially those coming out of prison—knew 
the history of liberation struggles that lay the ground 
for our work? Kathy would usually explore a question, 
turning it over, examining it from different angles; I’d 
impatiently search for an instant, concrete solution. As 
I said, I wish I had been a better student.

In 2013, Kathy and I—along with our friend Mu-
jahid Farid and with the support of attorney and author 
Soffiyah Elijah—started the Release Aging People in 
Prison (RAPP) campaign. At its core, RAPP refuses to 
exclude anyone serving prison time from the prospect 
of getting out. We fight for changes that are both radi-
cal and sensible, like basing parole decisions on who 
a person is now, rather than the crime for which they 
were convicted decades ago. In 2018, five years after 
his release from prison, we lost the brilliant, fiery 
Mujahid Farid. Eleven days ago, we lost Kathy. I am 
now the sole survivor among RAPP’s three formerly 
incarcerated founders.

RAPP is now flying with new leaders, schooled in 
their own and their families’ painful experiences of the 
brutalities of the prison system. The day before Kathy 
died, I came to her bedside with Dave George—who 
is now RAPP’s associate director—and the organiza-
tion’s wonderful current director, Jose Saldana, to 
say goodbye. She summoned the strength to raise a 
clenched fist and breathe, “I love you.” Che Guevara 
couldn’t have said it better.

[Laura Whitehorn is an anti-imperialist activist. 
She was arrested and convicted in the 1985 Resistance 
Conspiracy to attack the us capitol and other targets 
in D.C. She was released from prison in August 1999. 
She is actively involved with prisoner support work and 
with RAPP – Release Aging People in Prison.]

In May, the City College of San Francisco’s Board of 
Trustees laid off 38 faculty members supposedly to address 
a looming budget deficit during a special meeting attended 
by over 360 faculty opposed to the cuts. Another 12 faculty 
are retiring and won’t be replaced.

That’s 50 teachers, but there’s more: according to the 
AFT Local 2121, the union that represents CCSF faculty, at 
least 150 part-timers won’t be hired back because of a state 
mechanism that mandates part-timers not take the place of 
laid-off full-time faculty. Those aren’t technically layoffs but 
those teachers will still be out of a job. Many have worked at 
the college for years — for some, decades. This will dispro-
portionately impact faculty of color and younger teachers. 
And where does that leave the students one wonders.  

The problems at CCSF are not just about money. Entire 
programs are being suspended and classes already enrolled 
in are being removed from the schedule by the Chancellor. 
These classes were already budgeted. The Chancellor and the 
Board of Trustees are removing opportunities for students and 
community members, hoping everyone will just go away. All 
the cuts and layoffs threaten the College’s ability to educate 
the most marginalized San Franciscans. Ensuring that job 
training, English as a second language classes and necessary 
resources are available to the most vulnerable people in our 
city should be foremost in any decision. The AFT had been 
working with the City of SF to raise new revenues and the 
decision by the board undermined their attempts to avoid 
the layoffs. 

The week before the meeting, there were several rallies 

in support of the faculty. Many faculty members camped out 
in front of the Administration building for several days and 
10 people were arrested.  In spite of the protests, 5 of the 6 
[not to be trusted] trustees voted for the layoffs. Four of the 
trustee seats are open for election this November.  According 
to a Union spokesperson, the “…message all week long has 
been loud and clear: Your ‘yes’ vote on these layoffs is our 
‘no’ vote in November.” 

Labor leaders from SEIU 1021, AFT 2121, the SF Build-
ing Trades, and Stationary Engineers are joining forces for 
a ballot measure to ensure that City College has the funding 
it needs to provide affordable, quality education and job 
training. There was a kick-off event at Dolores Park on June 
11 to start a signature gathering drive for The San Francisco 
Workforce Education Reinvestment in Community Service 
Act (SF WERCS) to be put on the ballot in November 2022. 
Contact the AFT at 311 Miramar Ave, San Francisco, CA 
94112 or AFT2121.org for more info or to help gathering 
signatures.

Budget concerns are the excuse the trustees are using but 
the Union has proposed a budget that accounts for a cost of 
living adjustment from the state and makes cuts on different 
areas such as consultant fees.  The state of California has a 
budget surplus, why can’t money be allocated to save City 
College? Or save the schools in Oakland for that matter?  Or 
actually, prioritize education all over the state?

Stop Destroying City College

Parker Community 
School

As UV goes to press, the community takeover continues 
at Oakland’s Parker Elementary. On May 25, after Parker El-
ementary finished its graduation, a group of parents, students 
and community members remained in the school, refusing 
to give in to the school board’s plans to close the school 
permanently. 

They have created the Parker Community School on the 
campus with art and recreational programs including skat-
ing. Lunch is provided in the cafeteria, and the community 
is working to provide other programs in the school. Tents 
have been set up outside to defend the school. Last week 
representatives of the board told the people at the school that 
they are trespassing, and have to leave. They locked up the 
kitchen, where the community had stored food, and installed 
padlocks and fencing. 

At the end of January, the Oakland unified school district 
(Ousd) board announced plans to close, merge, or reduce 15 
schools. Opposition was immediate. After demonstrations, 
protests and a hunger strike, and hours of testimony at public 
meetings, the school board arrived at their final plan, which 
reduced the number of closures to seven, and delayed some of 
them till 2023. No change was made for Parker and Commu-
nity Day, and they are now officially closed. Community Day 
is the only Ousd school for students who have been expelled 
from other schools. Korematsu, Horace Mann, Brookfield, 
Carl B. Munck, and Grass Valley will be closed next year. 
Additional schools may have their programs reduced.

Despite community opposition, Ousd has closed a num-
ber of schools over the past ten years, including Lakeview 
whose closure in 2013 also prompted a takeover, ended by the 
Oakland police after ten days.  Research has found that the 
district spends more money per student on merged schools, 
and that school closures have caused many students to leave 
the district completely. For example when Kaiser Elemen-
tary closed in 2019, 17 percent of the students left for other 
schools, including charter schools. 

At the beginning of 2022 the alameda county superinten-
dent of schools warned the district about projected deficits. 
One of the reasons for the Ousd projected deficit for 2022-
2023 is the continued repayment of a state loan from 2003. 
The loan was arranged to prevent a bankruptcy of the district 
that was at least partially caused by corrupt district person-
nel. The arrangement for the loan included a state- appointed 
administrator who had sole control over the district, making 
the school board only advisory. That administrator was later 
accused of misspending district funds. In the current budget, 
the district plans to repay $22 million of the loan in the next 
two years, to finally get out of the loan. They have been pay-
ing $6 million every year, which has more than paid back the 
original $100 million dollars. 

Since the Ousd decision to close Parker and Community 
Day, the governor’s office has announced that there will be 
over $400 million added to the State budget for K-12 schools. 
Much of that funding will be directed to Oakland and other 
low income districts. In addition, the federal government is 
expected to extend the use of COVID infrastructure money 
for another two years, since school districts were not able to 
actually spend allocated money in such a short time. So the 
community challenges the already suspect financial analysis 
that justified the closure. 

Oakland, which is experiencing some of the fastest gen-
trification in the country, has been organizing, and the Parker 
Community School has been getting support from activists 
from the Lakeview takeover and from Moms 4 Housing, the 
group who successfully took over a vacant house in west 
Oakland. In addition, legal complaints and lawsuits against 
the closures have been filed including a union complaint 
for unfair labor practices, a lawsuit based on the Ousd not 
addressing environmental impact, and a complaint to the 
department of justice on the racist and economic inequities 
in the closures.  
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Dignity
We are having severe issues with Medical and Mental 

Health here at Jefferson City C.C. As transgender females 
in a male prison, we have psychological needs and hormone 
needs. Some of us “Girls” suffer from GD [gender dysphoria] 
but do not talk in a little ‘Fake Girl’ voice because we are 
not faking it to make it. So Medical and Mental Health don’t 
really deem us as true transgender.

I have female underclothes and everyone who knows 
me knows me by Princess Katrina. I have very long hair and 
wear make-up on the Yard, but still the Trangender Commit-
tee looks the other way when I bring up real life transgender 
issues. Y’all as DOC staff have to follow policy because 
OMG if I don’t abide by the rules, I go to jail inside the prison 
and then once we file grievances, we get retaliated against. 
I want to know if there is any law in the State of Missouri 
that grants transgenders in a male prison the right to be strip 
searched by a female. Other laws? Please help regain some 
dignity for us “Girls in a man’s’ world.” Miss Christopher 
Paquette #1189608, JCCC/8B110, 8200 No More Victims 
Rd, Jefferson City MO 65101

Vote!
According to Prop 17 in California, as of 1/2021 every 

person serving State or Federal parole for a felony conviction 
is eligible to vote. U.S. citizens can register to vote if serving 
probation or Post Release Community Supervision (PRCS) 
or if they have a prior conviction.

Upon release from prison, you can find a voter registra-
tion card at most Post Offices and public libraries. Please call 
the voter hotline at 1-800-345-8683 if you have any questions 
about registering. This is a call to all of you, take advantage 
of your voting rights especially when it comes to prison 
and jail conditions, release and resentencing, reentry, police 
reform and criminal law. Every Vote of ours will help make 
a change when we all come together despite our differences 
with prison politics. The system sets us up to destroy each 
other in the world inside these walls.

We are so close to shutting down more of the prison 
complex one by one, as we have seen throughout this gen-
eration. This is why we must get involved to vote upon our 
release; let’s help each other out as a body and entity, as one 
in the prison slave complex. If we can come together and 
make ‘peace treaties’ and no longer be used to do the dirty 
work of these corrupted correctional officers, then we can 
do our part upon release and get involved to vote. I send my 
respects to each and every one of you incarcerated statewide 
as I am. Keep hope alive, keep the unity and let’s make some 
serious changes from inside these walls. Begin to network 
and share your ideas with organizations and brainstorm other 
solutions other than incarceration. Begin to vote! Angel 
Garza #BI7852, COR-SATF/G-2-17-4Up, PO Box 5244. 
Corcoran CA 93212

Slavery in Today’s USA
 [excerpted from longer article by Clifford Dunbar #1782029, Stiles 
Unit, 3060 FM 3514, Beaumont TX 77705]

Slavery and Human Trafficking. Yes, some very nasty 
words and this is not taking place in the past but in today’s 
USA.

There is a group out of Brooklyn NY that is trying to pass 
the Abolition Amendment that would eliminate the exception 
clause in the 13th Amendment that abolished slavery. They 
have 70 national organizations and 32 congress members that 
support an Amendment that simply reads: Neither slavery 
or involuntary servitude may be imposed as punishment 
for a crime. The NY group is asking prisoners to join this 
campaign. Write them at: #EndThe Exception Inside and 
Out Working Group, 1915 Fulton St. Unit 563, Brooklyn 
NY 11233

Now for my thoughts on this. I am all for it, but passing 
an Amendment to the Constitution is almost impossible in 
today’s divided country.  There are other ways to accom-
plish the same thing. For almost every prison unit, there 
are literally hundreds of jobs performed 24/7 by unpaid or 
underpaid “forced” prison labor.  All in violation of Federal 
and some States’ minimum wage laws. Then there are the 
Private for-profit prisons. They use the ‘free’ forced slave 
labor too.  They have to just be able to operate and turn a 
profit for their shareholders.  How is this not against the law? 
Somehow, even if they could justify the State and Federal 
government’s use of slave labor in their prisons, how can a 
for-profit company that is confining prisoners and being paid 
by taxpayers for confining said prisoners, use those prisoners 
for ‘free’ forced labor.

I am of the belief that the only way we are going to 
make prisons go away for the most part is to make them too 
expensive. In California they are actually trying to reduce 
the prison usage. Here in Texas they are constantly trying to 
expand it, especially with the crazy sentences they give out.

What should happen is that the States’ and Federal prison 
systems should have to credit a prisoner’s Social Security 
account for at least minimum wage for all those years a 
prisoner performed forced labor. Of course it goes without 
saying that all future labor performed by prisoners should 
be paid at least the Federal Minimum wage. And the prison 
systems should not be allowed to then charge for their con-
finement and upkeep in an effort to recover the monies they 
would now have to pay them for their labor. That would go a 
long ways towards prisoners being able to not be a financial 
burden upon their families.

Angel M Garza #BI7852, COR-SATF/G-2-17-4Up, PO 
Box 5244, Corcoran, CA 93212

OUTKASST!
Let me begin by informing you that most of all my 

family have passed away and the few that are still 
alive do not accept my life style. So I would not bring 
anything to their attention. I have been in prison since 
the age of 14, that was 2003 the year I fell.  Let me 
also remind you that I’ve been Gay my whole life. Be-
cause of this, I felt the need to establish a movement 
so that our people would be recognized as a force and 
not a bunch of push-overs. I came up with the name 
OUTKASST. It started out with just our known people 
but then later got so big because we started to accept 
other people who had been kicked out or forced out of 
their gangs.  Right now we are close to 3000 people 
with the number growing each and every day. We do 
not carry ourselves as a gang but instead as a family. 
The Security Intelligence Task Force in Tallahassee 
has us deemed otherwise. The point I’d like to get to 
is, I’m trying to change this thought that these people in 
Tallahassee have against us. I am trying to turn OUT-
KASST into Outkasst Advocacy LLC and incorporate 
it into a legal business.  With this being done, we can 
change the housing situation so that our family doesn’t 
have to be housed with gang members or we can offer 
educational classes to our LGBTQ family members. We 
could actually hire outside workers to come speak to 
us.  As a non-profit thing, we would most definitely be 
able to raise funds from larger organizations to help us. 
The problem is that the State of Florida will not allow 
me to create or run a business while being in prison. 
I’m willing to hand it all over to someone willing to run 
it for 51% shares. Understand, this is the next up and 
coming movement for our people. This is very important 
for the next generation. I have been fighting my whole 
life for this cause. I’m begging you to please consider 
my words and take action with me to make a change. I 
definitely look forward to hearing from you. Please be 
safe and take care. Anthony Wagner #J29050, Bay C.F. 
5400 May Line Dr. Panama City FL 32404

SB 132 -- Is it Working?
California Senate Bill 132, The Transgender 

Respect, Agency and Dignity Act, went into effect on 
January 2021. The Bill is supposed to allow incarcer-
ated transgender, non-binary and intersex people 
to be housed and searched in a manner consistent 
with their gender identity. According to a CDCR 
spokesperson, “No one deserves to be treated 
disrespectfully because of their gender identity or 
expression. And it is our sworn duty to protect people 
from sexual assault and violence,” Also according to 
the CDCR, they have already implemented several 
policies, practices and procedures. This includes 
allowing access to clothing and personal care items 
consistent with their gender identity and setting clear 
expectations that staff address them consistent with 
their gender identity, to include the use of correct 
pronouns and honorifics. IS THIS TRUE?  Please 
let us know your experiences with this bill.  Has it 
worked for you? Has it made a difference? LAGAI, 

Hello!
My name is Brandon but you may call me Brenda. I am 

not gender-confirming and go by the pronouns he/they/she. 
Someone passed your newsletter along to me and I loved 
it. You are really on top of the activity that affects the LG-
BTQIA+ people of the world. I have seen and experienced so 
much discrimination against LGTBQ people while in Texas 
prisons. Even units that are designed to have those who are 
transgender are full of hate and judgement. It is SO reliev-
ing to read articles written by people who have experienced 
similar struggles.

I was born with male body parts but I’ve always felt like 
something in-between boy and girl, leaning more towards 
being a girl than anything. I started painting my nails and 
wearing make-up at a young age but then I was taught that 
I was a boy and boys can’t do that. But it felt so right. I was 
forced to play sports and hang out with boys doing “boy 
things”. I hated it and I didn’t understand why what was 
natural to me and made me happy was ‘wrong’. I did what 
I was “supposed to do” for years. At age 15, I started paint-
ing my nails again and wearing girls’ clothes on occasion. 
Sometimes even to my high school! Once again I felt so right, 
so HAPPY, so free. I wish I could say that’s where the story 
ends, but I continued to struggle with my identity for years. 
I tried to be a ‘man’ but now I fully and finally accept who I 
am. Sometimes I feel apprehensive when I’m thinking about 
wearing my make-up in front of others out in the day room. 
But I’m proud to say that today; I am brave enough to be 
myself in front of the masses. As I write this, I am looking 
(and feeling) beautiful as ever. And I can honestly say that 
I love myself.

And so should we all. We are who we are and that’s 
a beautiful thing. And we are all worthy of love. Don’t let 
anyone tell you otherwise. I hope that there is someone out 
there that reads this and can relate. I hope this encourages 
someone. Stay strong, stay positive and stay true. Brandon 
Couch #2307686, Clements Unit, 9601 Spur 591, Amarillo 
TX 79107

Shorts from Inside
Raven’s Nest is very happy to bring you all good news.  

There is a Pen-Pal Directory for us to build upon and support. 
We all need to share our thoughts with someone. Loving a 
friend is a special thing. Please use the Directory for the bet-
terment of life. Please send a SASE to: Ms. Kendra-Michelle 
Lovejoy, 1111 Highway 73, Moose Lake MN 55767. When it 
seems like it’s all for nothing, we all have something because 
we have Each Other. ST, Buckeye AZ

I was so grateful to get a response from a group like 
LAGAI (Black and Pink hasn’t responded to any of my at-
tempts to contact them). Being a pansexual male is difficult 
at the best of times, even outside in the free world in Wis-
consin. The majority of the population, in and out, is every 
bit as bigoted as the deep south. (I’ve lived there too!). I’m 
currently in prison in WI … then I have a Federal sentence of 
11 years to do.  I’ve never been to the feds.  I’m in a sort of 
panic state right now. I’m having a rough enough time already 
in the State prison system with the regular harassment and 
hate speech I get for my views (i.e. pansexual, polyamorous, 
feminist supporter, Critical Race Theory supporter, atheist 
etc.). I just wish I knew what to expect.  Can I expect more 
‘gay bashing’? Less? Is the violence level as bad as I hear? 
The not knowing what to expect is the worst part. Christopher 
J Kane #476747, Jackson Correctional Institution, PO Box 
189, Phoenix MD 21131

I’m a bisexual male, mixed race who seeks to improve 
Pride in Texas prison system. I felt alone before I realized 
there’s bigger community outside these walls. I’m truly fight-
ing for better treatment of all LGBTQ on my unit. We should 
speak up and not let being gay, bi or trans or lesbian be a 
shadow that we hide [behind]. I wish that Texas cities who 
have LGBTQ communities would reach out. Alex Williams 
#2197116, Luther Unit 1800 Luther Dr. Navasota TX 77868

LAGAI, hello and stuff! Love the newsletter first of all. 
I’m a huge old skool Pink fan, I love the activist format of the 
newsletter and I share it with my trans cell mate. It’s always 
awesome. OK, must go. TK, Somerset PA

FYI per COVID-19: I have really been worried about 
you guys out there and hope all of you are relatively OK. 
I myself caught the COVID germ from a neighbor or a co-
worker and was quarantined about 2 weeks, was given a lot 
of electrolytes and basic cold medication. I had lost my sense 
of taste/smell and had a fever. Now I feel OK. I attribute my 
luck to a decision to get my Hep-C treatment just prior to the 
COVID outbreak which boosted my immune system. These 
days, I’m putting  a lot of focus on health/fitness and it seems 
that this has been working really well. Peace! WT, Soledad CA

Thank you so much. I got my Spring 2022 newsletter 
today. I would like to say hello to all the LGBTQ community 
and to my dear friend D.P. and to all my Trans sissy friends. 
And to my love D.W. Oliver in SC, I love and miss you. See 
you in Knoxville TN. R.G. AKA Eliza Maria, FCI Ashland KY

continued on page 8
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by LV
For the past 30 years people who track the far right have 

been warning that the right has both a unified vision and a 
multipronged strategy to win power. Sadly, their warning 
flares did not lead to an unified and well-resourced opposi-
tion. Now six out of nine supreme court justices belong to 
the rightwing Federalist Society, three appointed by Trump 
who emboldened alt-right, Christian right, and fascist forma-
tions attacking pride. From fascist “straight pride” marches, 
white supremacists in Charlottesville chanting, “Jews will 
not replace us,” and a confederate flag waving invasion of 
the senate in an attempted coup, the right wing is mobiliz-
ing for a christian authoritarian society. They increasingly 
use eliminationist language, posing that skin color, gender, 
sexuality, language and class should determine whether one 
is even allowed to exist. Recognizing the full hydra of the 
right, we must build pathways to coalitions that build power 
and turn back the fascists.

When the respect for the humanity of trans kids is an 
existential battle, where “saying gay” in the classroom is a 
crime, why should queers join in the fight for abortion rights, 
an issue that predominantly, though of course not entirely, 
impacts straight cis women? 

What are we fighting FOR?
Bodily and sexual sovereignty are integral to liberation 

and human rights. 
Bodily and sexual autonomy, the right to be ourselves, to 

choose the pleasure that comes with having a body, the right 
to our identities and to name our desires, are core to queer 
and trans liberation. These basic human rights are deeply 
interwoven in reproductive justice, a framework developed 
by black feminist activists led by Loretta Ross and Sister-
Song Women of Color Reproductive Justice Collective that 
firmly placed reproductive health access in a social justice 
framework. 

If, when, and how to get pregnant and have babies, 
including the right to healthy pregnancies, the ability to 
make families and the demand for basic decent conditions 
for raising children expresses the wide scope of Reproduc-
tive Justice. Nearly 50% of women seeking abortion already 
have one kid. It is not enough to be able to choose to have 
children, a choice denied to Black and Indigenous women 
who have a long history of coerced and constrained choices 
and barriers from the host of structural inequality issues 
from low wage jobs and the carceral state. Making abortion 
illegal makes women and people who can get pregnant less 
than fully human.

These are issues that cross-cut queers and cis gendered 
straight folks, trans men and non-binary folks. In other words, 
whether you are a cis straight woman who does not want 
to be pregnant, or a gender-queer AMAB (assigned male 
at birth) person who wants to have a child and parent, the 

right to full court reproductive health care, including abor-
tion on demand, are essential to our freedom and lives. Our 
interwoven interests should be all the more reasons to get 
into the streets together, and instead of splintering, to sew 
our interests together in larger coalitions. 

What Are We Fighting Against: White 
Supremacy and Fascist Control

Eliminationism is the far right genocidal call that has 
gone from 4Chan/8Chan chatroom mutterings to the mouths 
of sitting Q-anon-affiliated congresspeople and Fox News 
broadcasters. The Buffalo murderer who assassinated ten 
Black people in a grocery store posted about “replacement 
theory” as the motivation for his hate. Hate crimes are on 
the rise against many ethnic groups. Stop AAPI Hate tracked 
nearly 11,000 hate incidents against Asian Americans from 
March 2020 to December 2021, disproportionately target-
ing girls and women. The intersection of white supremacy, 
anti-immigrant hate, misogyny and dehumanization of sex-
workers was gut-wrenchingly apparent in the 2021 killing 
spree by a young white christian man who claimed he was 
fighting “sex addiction” when he shot up three spa and mas-
sage businesses in Atlanta, killing eight people, six of whom 
were women.

For years, the right has fanned the white supremacist 
anxiety of white people becoming a minority in the US as 
the US Census bureau anticipates that the population will be 
predominantly non-white by 2050. We have been here before. 
This idea, that People of Color and Jews are actively displac-
ing white people as the majority and that this demographic 
shift is a strategy for power has been a constant paranoia 
voiced by Tucker Carlson and others at Fox News, fueling 
the violent flames of racist and antisemitic violence. 

The long-established answer for authoritarians worried 
about “replacement” is forcing white women to have more 
babies. How to do that? Criminalize abortion. Curtailing birth 
control will surely come next. Forced pregnancy and forced 
birth are tools of authoritarians, straight out of the Nazi play-
book. In 1936 the Nazis established the Reich Central Office 
for the Combating of Homosexuality and Abortion. “Kinder, 
Küche, Kirche” -- the 3 K’s Children, Kitchen, Church, is 
the core Nazi propaganda phrase that described the role of 
Christian German women in the third reich and is echoed 
today by authoritarians from Hungary to D.C. 

Right wing Christians weren’t that involved in abortion 
politics until the 70’s and 80’s. Evangelical white suprema-
cists were working in the 60’s and 70’s to turn back civil 
rights and re-segregate southern schools. Their campaigns 
for school busing were losing. Jerry Falwell, an evangelical 
leader and founder of the “moral majority,” was an anti-
busing proponent of re-segregation. He discovered that his 
railings against queer people and abortion got more traction 
and media attention than his rants against school busing, and 

Coalitions: Smash the Right with Lots of People
In May 2022, the people of the United States learned 

that the Supreme Court planned to overturn Roe v. Wade, 
a 1973 ruling that makes abortion access safe and legal. 

For years we’ve watched state after state pass increas-
ingly restrictive legislation on abortion. Sins Invalid knows 
that if Roe v. Wade is overturned, disabled people of color 
and queer and trans disabled people will be among the 
populations most harmed by lack of abortion access and 
reproductive healthcare. 

Ableism’s isolating impact means disabled people are 
already less likely to find safe options to terminate preg-
nancies. This context, along with the struggle of disabled 
people to obtain comprehensive sex education and health-
care, means that the overturning of Roe v. Wade, like the 
abortion bans that came before it, will be catastrophic for 
disabled folks.

On one hand, the fear of disability has been used as a 
tool to manipulate people’s reproductive choices, sometimes 
causing people to opt for selective abortions to avoid dis-
ability, which is in fact eugenics. Simultaneously, disabled 
people have been forced to terminate pregnancies under 
the pretense that we cannot be good parents because we 
are disabled.

The United States’ violent control and oppression of 
people’s bodies did not begin with the supreme court’s 
targeting of Roe v. Wade. Attacks on bodily autonomy long 
predate this moment through conquest and colonization of 
Indigenous lands and practices, through the dehumanization 
of chattel slavery, and through the torture of Black people. 

We have seen this through the infliction of boarding/
retraining schools on Indigenous people. We have witnessed 
state-sponsored eugenics programs in 32 states and Puerto 
Rico. The forced sterilization of incarcerated people, dis-
abled people, and immigrants are direct violations of human 
rights. 

We have seen state violence and oppression in the 
constant undermining of Black enterprises and the epidemic 
of violence against Black trans women and trans women of 

color. Historical attempts to control bodies the government 
sees as “deviant” show that bodily autonomy and reproduc-
tive justice are human rights issues. 

Attempts to ban abortion inevitably lead to non-con-
sensual conversations about women, intersex, trans, and 
non-binary people’s bodies. In these discussions, we must 
remember how disability justice values an intersectional 
analysis which requires us to consider the complexities of 
reproductive justice in the context of ableism. 

Abortions will occur regardless of whether they are 
legal or not, but these laws are an act of violence. Choosing 
whether and when to become a parent is a basic principle 
of reproductive justice. 

Poor and working-class people will be unable to nego-
tiate around the legislation and instead will be forced into 
unsafe practices to terminate their pregnancies. Pregnant 
people have already been criminalized and imprisoned for 
miscarriage or having been perceived to terminate their 
pregnancies, and these laws will only incarcerate more 
vulnerable populations. 

These laws and rulings harm communities of color, 
as Black and brown people are always disproportionately 
impacted by criminalization. This attack on Roe v. Wade 
exists to fill America’s jails and prisons with unpaid labor, 
separate families through incarceration, and feed the unjust 
foster care machine.

The courts may try to control our bodies, but women, 
non-binary, trans, and disabled people are not objects to be 
contained or manipulated. We are human beings that deserve 
care and choices, and we will not allow our autonomy to 
be denied. 

Sins Invalid fully supports each individual making the 
reproductive choices that best suit their context and needs. 
Access to information, quality healthcare, and autonomy 
in decision making are essential for the well-being of all. 
Everybody deserves autonomy and the right to make the 
best choice for themselves and their futures. Reproductive 
justice is disability justice.

Reproductive Justice is Disability Justice
Statement by Sins Invalid 

the “culture wars” were born. Other right-wing Evangelicals 
followed suit, and pivoted to targeting abortion and queer 
(and more recently trans) sexuality and identity. 

BACORR’s Legacy: Anti-Fascism Is 
Intersectional

BACORR, the Bay Area Coalition for Our Reproduc-
tive Rights, grew in the late 1980s out of a small group of 
left organizations called the Clinic Defense Coalition, which 
formed to counter antiabortion picketers who were harassing 
a feminist clinic in Oakland. It included Radical Women, 
Women Against Imperialism, a number of socialist and com-
munist parties, and many anarchists, and independent leftists.

In 1986 Operation Rescue, the Evangelical, white male 
supremacist group, began to blockade abortion clinics. Start-
ing with onslaughts of clinics in Philadelphia and along the 
east coast, Operation Rescue would send hit group to invade, 
assault, occupy, trash, and intimidate workers and clients and 
then bring in a wave of people to sit on the steps in front of 
the door of the clinic to sing and pray and attempt to sell 
themselves as non-violent and part of a civil rights tradition. 
Not surprisingly, the cops didn’t stop them. In many cities the 
cops did their bidding by contacting the clinics and asking 
them to shut down for the day. When it came time to move 
the protestors away from the clinic doors the cops would 
carefully place limp protestors in wheelchairs or gurneys, 
never bashing heads and breaking ribs as they do with black 
and brown bodies and left protests. 

When news reached Bay Area radicals that OR planned 
clinic attacks in the Bay Area and was organizing a California 
wing, BACORR mobilized to keep clinics open and expose 
the right. BACORR joined with ACT UP, the AIDS Coali-
tion to Unleash Power, Roots Against War, and other militant 
queer-led and BIPOC-led militant groups to build a mass 
movement. BACORR repeatedly and without fail called on 
the news media to cover the attacks on clinics and doctors 
and call it by its name, a terrorist campaign aimed at clinics. 

By strategic info gathering, BACORR would learn of 

a planned attack and mobilize people to all the clinics that 
were open that day. BACORR developed and trained people 
in clinic self-defense methods to fight off the anti’s who 
would rush the clinic door and literally fight us. We would 
defend the space and hold the space around clinic doors. We 
would intercept clients and create corridors with our bodies 
to accompany clients through the antiabortion harassers. It 
was so powerfully inspiring both to the people who joined 
in defense and became active in the movement, and for the 
women and people wanting to enter the clinic despite the 
intense in your face opposition. 

BACORR took the confrontation to OR wherever they 
were. That meant confronting churches that housed or hosted 
them and staging big outrageous demonstrations outside of 
their prayer meetings. We used every opportunity to challenge 
their narrative and also contrast our big fun, queer, expansive, 
big tent alternative to their hateful rhetoric and bullying tac-
tics. BACORR people were wildly creative and made props 
and signs and banners and fabulousness to many protests 

History Lessons, or what I learned while 
fighting the right:

•  Be clear about the choice at this moment, what is the 
world that the right is fighting for and what is the world 
that we are fighting for, We stand for Liberation, Bodily 
sovereignty, for everyone’s access to health and care.  Don’t 
just talk about the rotten thing the anti’s/fascists are doing. 
Communicate about our shared values of humanity and 
human rights and health access for all. 

•  Never forget, they are clowns. They may be scary because 
many of them are strapped and clearly some are willing 
to shoot. But we have the will of the people on our site. 
Piercing wit, style, and fiery sharp satire can deflate them. 

•  Coalitions are worth the headache. Ok, we won’t be pol-
lyana, coalitions are hard, it’s so much easier to work with 
people who agree with everything you say. That’s your 
affinity group. But we need to be able to turn thousands 
and thousands of people into the streets and to do that we 
need organizations and to find common points of unity.  

•  Be Brave & Creative - Look for opportunities that invite 
regular people to step up and get involved and to be coura-
geous. We are saving lives and building a transformative 
movement at the same time. Our world is desperate for 
movements that are based in deep care, in radical support 
for each other in the self reliance in caring for each other 
exposes the way capitalist medical systems fail to serve 
all of us. 

by Kate
After the leaked supreme kkkourt tentative ruling 

overturning Roe v. Wade, I went to a demonstration in 
Seattle, where I live. On the way home, I sat on the train 
next to several women a little older than me, all of whom 
had had personal experiences with underground abortion 
in the pre-Roe era. 

“We’re going back to the era of coat hangers and knit-
ting needles,” one of them lamented. The others shook their 
heads in agreement.

“Well, not exactly,” I said.
The universe of abortion access is massively different 

from 1972, and even from the mid-1990s, when I worked 
on the ACCESS Women’s Health Hotline (now ACCESS 
Reproductive Justice, accessrj.org). In 1998, medical 
abortion (abortion pills) was available in California only 
at a few clinics; the most common form at that time was a 
chemotherapy drug called methotrexate in combination with 
an ulcer medication called misoprostol. In 2000, RU486, 
or mifepristone, was approved by the FDA for use in abor-
tions. Also combined with misoprostol, mifepristone is safer 
than methotrexate, which is a carcinogen (ah, those cancer-
causing cancer treatments …). It was initially approved for 
use only until seven weeks after the first day of the person’s 
last menstrual period (in medical lingo, “weeks LMP”). 

Medication abortions are sometimes termed “medical” 
as opposed to “surgical” methods. The term surgical is mis-
leading, since most of the procedures performed at abortion 
clinics use vacuum aspiration (suction). Effective through 
about twelve weeks LMP, aspiration procedures take about 
fifteen minutes, require only local anesthetic and are only a 
little more invasive than a pap smear or pelvic ultrasound. 
The procedures used to end second trimester pregnancies 
(13-24 weeks LMP, more or less) require more anesthetic 
and are a bit more involved. Only about ten percent of 
abortions in the u.s. currently are performed in the second 
trimester.

In 2001, a year after mifepristone was authorized, 5% 
of abortions were medication abortions. The numbers have 
climbed steadily since. As of 2022, with COVID protocols 
in place allowing pills to be prescribed by telehealth, 54% of 
the roughly 700,000 abortions received by pregnant people 
in the United States were medication abortions. The FDA 
announced at the end of 2021 that it will allow the pills to 
be prescribed by telehealth indefinitely, as it’s been shown 
to be safe.

The majority of medical abortions involve a dose of 
mifepristone followed one to two days later by a dose of 
misoprostol. When taken correctly, the two-drug combination 
successfully terminates a pregnancy in 95-98% of cases with-
out complications. It is safe and effective to end pregnancies 
up to about ten or eleven weeks LMP. Misoprostol can also 
be taken by itself if mifepristone is not available and is about 
85% effective. In some countries, including parts of Mexico, 
misoprostol is available over-the-counter. Mexican feminists 
have been taking significant risks to help get abortion pills 
over the border since last September, when Texas passed a 
law making abortion almost unavailable in the state. 

Many organizations around the world have developed 
innovative approaches to ensuring that u.s. residents facing 
unwanted pregnancies have access to abortion pills. Among 
them are Aid Access (formerly Women on Web), which of-
fers telehealth consultations and pills by mail for $110-$150. 
Their website says they “try to find a solution” for people 
who can’t afford that amount. Contact them at aidaccess.org. 

The Plan C Project (plancpills.org) is a one-stop shop for 
information about every aspect of abortion pills, including 
how they work, where to get them, and resources for medical, 
legal and financial support. Aid Access and some other groups 
are now offering “advance provision” pills, that is, you can 
order them when you are not pregnant in case you or some-
one in your close circle becomes pregnant and needs them. 

Situations where the pregnant person or their friends 

and family locate and order or buy pills without consulting 
a practitioner are referred to “in the biz” as “self-managed 
abortions.” Most are safe. 

There are other methods for managing one’s abortion, 
including menstrual extraction or “manual vacuum aspira-
tion” (MVA), which small self-help groups have been doing 
and teaching since the 1960s. MVA has to be learned from 
someone with experience and you can’t do it on yourself. 
Activists have also begun exploring possibilities for making 
pills and some sites even suggest “grow your own abortion,” 
meaning seeds that turn into herbs that have been used some-
times for centuries to interrupt pregnancies. These methods 
might not be so safe or effective. Herbalists I trusted in the 
eighties and nineties studied herbal abortion options and 
concluded they were too risky. 

The other game-changer has been the approval of Plan 
B or “morning after pill” for over-the-counter use. Plan B 
(levonorgestrel) prevents pregnancy 87% of the time if taken 
within three days after unprotected sex, and is even more ef-
fective if taken sooner. The common brands cost $40-50 if 
you buy them in the pharmacy, but it can be ordered online 
for about $25 including shipping. Generics are much cheaper 
but for those you need a prescription, which you can get 
from Planned Parenthood or another clinic or via telehealth 
from many practitioners. Under the Affordable Care Act, 
most insurance (including Medicaid) should cover it. If you 
know someone who can get pregnant, even if they think it’s 
unlikely, a good thing to do is make sure they have some form 
of Plan B in their medicine cabinet at all times.

The widespread availability of pills means that the 
coathanger/knitting needle scenarios envisioned by people 
who lived through the pre-1972 era are less likely. However, 
there are lots of barriers to accessing pills including lack of: 
access to the internet, an address where pills can be shipped, 
money to pay for them, a phone to use for a consultation, a 
private place to make the call, and information about what is 
available and how to find it. All of these obstacles are most 

severe for people with the fewest resources: teenagers, poor 
people, BIPOC, immigrants, trans people, people in small 
towns, red states and rural communities. People who were 
subjected to abstinence-only sex education, which is a lot 
more than you might think (a young woman in my creative 
writing master’s program at hippie Goddard College said 
that’s all she got). And because it needs to be stated, the large 
majority of people in all those disproportionately impacted 
groups will be women. And most of those offering solutions 
and helping people to protect their bodily autonomy, will 
be women. 

Pretty much every state has an abortion fund, many have 
more than one, which help people who can’t afford to pay 
out of pocket and don’t have insurance that covers abortion 
(Medicaid covers abortion costs in only sixteen states, and 
under the 1977 Hyde Amendment, no federal funds can be 
used for it, meaning that people who live in DC cannot get 
any public funding for abortions). Some even cover trans-
portation and/or housing, or connect people with groups that 
provide practical support, such as ACCESS RJ, which serves 
northern and central California (accessrj.org). However, as of 
now, most funds only work with clinics, so won’t help people 
who are managing their own abortions or getting pills through 
one of the online organizations like Aid Access. Right now 
we know of only one fund, JustThePill.com, which funds 
low-barrier medication abortion. 

Information Is Survival
One of the biggest problems going forward is likely to 

be a proliferation of questionable online sources of pills. 
The sites and groups at PlanCPills.org are all vetted, safe 
and ethical, and that presumably will remain true, but many 

people will end up getting pills from unofficial sources. In 
rural areas, areas with unreliable internet, many people will 
get their pills from friends or people who might be misled 
about what they’re giving out or have nefarious intent. Just 
as people are buying fentanyl labeled as Percocet, unethical 
people will doubtless be peddling “abortion pills” containing 
any number of things that might or might not be misoprostol 
or mifepristone. Dosages may vary. 

Even years ago, Women on Waves, the parent group of 
Aid Access, posted a warning about fake online sites, some 
of which took money and never delivered anything, and 
warned potential consumers to check the “Rogue Pharmacy 
Checker” at www.pharmacychecker.com. People buying pills 
in other countries could end up at a nonreputable pharmacy, 
especially if they are not fluent in the language. Just as 
they did during the pre-Roe era, people will underestimate 
the number of weeks since their last period in the hopes of 
obtaining services, not realizing that it might result in not 
getting what they need.

The group Partners for Reproductive Justice offers 
clear information about how to tell if what you are getting 
is actually the correct medication, at https://www.ipas.org/
our-work/abortion-self-care/abortion-with-pills/how-to-buy-
abortion-pills-that-are-safe-and-effective/.

One of the things I learned during my time on the AC-
CESS hotline is how important accurate information is when 
it comes to accessing pregnancy care and how prevalent 
misinformation is. Many of the people who called the hotline 
thought California required people under eighteen to obtain 
parental consent for an abortion (it doesn’t). Almost no one 
knew about emergency Medi-Cal, which offers a streamlined 
process for someone who is pregnant to get services with 
presumed eligibility, or that teenagers can qualify based only 
on their own income.

Because the window for obtaining abortion care is so 
short, it can be almost too late by the time someone realizes 
they need services. Ten weeks LMP could mean eight weeks 
since you had unprotected sex. Many many people don’t 
keep close track of their cycles or don’t have regular cycles 
or haven’t been bleeding long enough to know what their 
cycle is or have already stopped bleeding monthly. Sure, 
there are menstruation tracker apps, but they’re more widely 
used by certain demographics than others. And some people 
are suggesting that using them might become dangerous in 
states where anti-abortion legislators are actively trying to 
pursue women they suspect of trying to obtain abortions. 

And, there’s a massive and well-organized disinforma-
tion campaign designed to prevent people from accessing 
abortion, and part of why it works is because the time frames 
are so short. A lot of these campaigns are state-funded as 
“abstinence-only education.” 

The Fake Clinic Industry
The first “crisis pregnancy center” (CPC) was estab-

lished in 1967 in Hawaii – nearly three years before the state 
became the first in the country to eliminate criminal penalties 
for abortion. During the reagan and g.h.w. bush years – the 
1980s and early 1990s – these fake abortion clinics exploded, 
often setting up next door to or down the street from actual 
abortion providers. Their goal is to confuse and scare people, 
mostly women (because they are not interested in providing 
health care to trans people) into carrying pregnancies to term; 
some encourage adoption (into christian families), some 
offer used furniture and baby clothes. Most are staffed by 
volunteers who have little or no medical training, although 
some have encouraged their volunteers to get certified as 
phlebotomists (though they don’t do blood draws) or ultra-
sound technicians.

Early on, these facilities were heavy on gory movies with 
bloody fetuses and talking tadpole embryos. They eventually 
discovered that it was more effective to talk about “choices” 
and tell people that they need an ultrasound to determine 
how far along they are so they could know what their “op-
tions” are. They believe, possibly correctly, though it hasn’t 
been scientifically verified, that many people will decide to 
continue a pregnancy after they hear what they are told is 
the heartbeat (it isn’t, apparently, it’s an amplified artificial 
sound produced by an electrical signal). 

Fake clinics lure people by offering free pregnancy 
tests, which they might need to access abortion or other ser-
vices. Medi-Cal used to (I think it no longer does) require a 
positive pregnancy test to sign up for emergency services. 
The tests that the CPCs offered did not qualify; they were 
basically home tests. Medi-Cal demanded a lab test from a 
clinic such as Planned Parenthood, most of which, unlike the 
CPCs, required an appointment. By the time the client found 
that out and made it to an actual clinic, they were often past 
the deadline for a first-trimester procedure, which might be 
the only ones available within fifty miles or more of where 
they lived.

In the internet age, the fake clinic industry has become 
extremely sophisticated. They have pumped lots of resources 
into search engine optimization and are often the first sites 
that come up in a search. I have ended up on fake clinic sites 
when looking for information and taken several minutes to 
realize it. Many no longer use the name “Crisis Pregnancy 
Center,” which has become somewhat known, but now 
call themselves “Pregnancy Resource Centers” (PRC) or 
“Pregnancy Information Centers.” Most of them don’t say 
anywhere on their site that they are anti-abortion. Some 
have the word “ministry” somewhere but many don’t. They 

Get Ready to Rise for Repro Justice

continued on page 8
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By Chaya and Deni

MOVIE/TV/BOOK REVIEWS
FIRE ISLAND (Hulu)   
We approached this much-publicized queer Jane 

Austin Pride and Prejudice-inspired summer rom-com 
with very low expectations so it was better than expected 
but…. Starring actor and comedian Joel Kim Booster who 
also wrote and produced, it also stars SNLer Bowen Yang 
and a good supporting cast including Conrad Ricamora, 
groundbreaking entertainer Margaret Cho, Torian Miller, 
Matt Rogers, and Tomas Matos (with a fabulous Marisa 
Tomei My Cousin Vinny impression), and directed by 
Andrew Ahn (who did the great movie Driveways). Part 
of the film’s intent is to highlight people of color and show 
the race/class/body/gender contradictions within the queer 
community as this group of un-rich queer friends takes 
their annual Fire Island vacation. It did some of the politics 
well with Asian American lead characters forthrightly and 
humorously commenting on the racism and classism they 
see and experience. Yet despite lines like “A lot of people 
think you have to be successful, white, and rich with 7 
percent body fat to vacation on Fire Island” and “No fats, 
no femmes, no Asians” (a racist disclaimer used on dating 
apps), the film itself is populated by “fit” gay men. Max 
(comedian Torian Miller also on Abbott Elementary) as 
the one fat friend in the group is given few lines, a dorky 
character, no love interest, and is the most covered up of 
anyone in the whole movie. So talking about fat shaming 
is ok as long as you don’t actually honor and sexualize fat 
bodies? Margaret Cho’s Erin, the “lesbian den mother” is 
also problematic: lesbian in word but with no other lesbians 
in sight (even on her walls!) or in her life. Apparently she 
alienated all the lesbians some years ago by being mean 
(you know how touchy and unforgiving those lesbians are, 
right?). But the film was also fun and funny, poignant, politi-
cally barbed, and even caused Alison Bechdel (Dykes To 
Watch Out For/Fun Home) to amend her original Bechdel 
Test (at least two female characters who talk to each other 
about something other than their relationships to men) to 
“Okay, I just added a corollary to the Bechdel test: Two 
men talking to each other about the female protagonist of 
an Alice Munro story in a screenplay structured on a Jane 
Austen novel = pass. #FireIsland #Bechdel Test.” So see 
it if you can, keep your expectations low and enjoy some 
of it. (Now there’s a comment sure to be used in the film’s 
promo!)

DRIVE MY CAR (HBO Max) 
This exceptional Japanese drama—low-key, beauti-

fully filmed, with excellent writing and acting by the entire 
cast—explores issues of grief, loss and self-acceptance. Yes, 
it’s a 3-hour ride with subtitles but we were never bored. 
Based on Haruki Murakami’s short story and directed and 
co-written by Ryusuke Hamaguchi, it tells the story of 
theater director Yusuke Kafuku (well-acted by Hidetoshi 
Nishijima), directing a wildly creative multi-lingual ver-
sion of Chekhov’s play Uncle Vanya while grappling with 
a personal tragedy. Yusuke loves his red car but due to a 
glaucoma diagnosis must accept that he needs a driver, 
so we meet Misaki (equally well-acted by Toko Miura), 
a woman two decades younger than Yusuke. As the story 
unfolds we learn that Misaki has also suffered a personal 
tragedy. As they get to know each other, and as themes in 
Uncle Vanya connect to their struggles, they manage to 
share their losses and each finds a way to move forward 
with their life. It won the 2022 Oscar for Best International 
Feature Film. Highly recommended.   

SOMEBODY SOMEWHERE (HBO series)
Comedian, singer and actor Bridget Everett stars and 

executive produces this semi-autographical coming-of-
middle-age comedy series as Sam, who returns to her small 
Kansas hometown to take care of her dying sister. 

While Everett is not queer in real life and neither is 
Sam, the character she plays, both always felt like outsiders. 
When Bridget Everett moved to NYC 20 years ago seeking 
work and acceptance, she found it in the queer community, 
and her character Sam finds her chosen family in the queer 
community of her hometown. Everett shines in the role, and 
she’s also a great singer. In the series her new queer friends 
include openly gay actor Jeff Hiller as Joel and Murray Hill, 
comedian and NYC drag king entertainer as Fred Rococo. 
The ensemble cast and writing are excellent. It’s renewed 
for season 2. See it if you can.

ABBOTT ELEMENTARY (ABC and Hulu)  
As a teacher and now retired teacher (Deni), I’ve 

avoided movies/tv shows about classrooms and education 
since they’re usually offensively inaccurate at best. But I’ve 
really been liking the sit-com Abbott Elementary which 
creator and star Quinta Brunson set in a fictional West 
Philadelphia public school. With a focus on Black teachers 
in a primarily Black school it has laughs, emotions, satire, 
great caricatures but not stereotypes, and really captures 
some of the roller coaster contradictions of public schools. 
Brunson’s mother taught in Philadelphia, and Brunson 
hopes the show can help honor teachers. The writing is 

excellent as is the acting by the whole cast: Janelle James 
(hilarious as principal), Sheryl Lee Ralph and Lisa Ann 
Water (veteran teacher friends), Chris Perfetti (woke white 
gay guy), and the bonus of Tyler James Williams, great 
in Everyone Hates Chris and in this. Who doesn’t need a 
laugh these days? (Please raise your hand!) For mainstream 
network tv, it’s worth watching.

THE JOURNALIST (Netflix)
The Journalist is a Japanese political thriller series that 

deals with the cover-up of government corruption. Based 
on a novel by Isoko Mochizuki, it was written and directed 
by Michihito Fujii who directed the recent film based on 
the same novel. Ryoko Yonekura is excellent as Anna Mat-
suda, the seasoned journalist at a Tokyo newspaper with a 
reputation as a non-conformist. As Anna pursues the truth, 
the story’s twists and turns proceed at a slow pace. But we 
didn’t lose interest, partly because the supporting cast is 
good. Watch it if you can.

CHINATOWN RISING DOCUMENTARY 
The great documentary Chinatown Rising showed at 

CAAMFEST (Center for Asian American Media) in 2019 
but we caught in last month in an online SF library showing. 
It was made by Bay Area father/son Harry and Josh Chuck. 
While he was a student at SF State in the 60s, Harry shot 
the footage used in the film. He was part of the Chinatown 
activist community then and the archival footage and photos 
of the organizing, movements and activists is amazing. The 
doc includes incredible film of the 1968 SF State Strike and 
the fight for the International (“I”) Hotel, and shows how 
the movement for justice and change in Chinatown was 
contextualized within anti-war and other activism. Over 
20,000 feet of 16mm film that Harry shot sat in his basement 
until he and son Josh (a long-time Chinatown filmmaker, 
fundraiser and youth worker) put it together to create this 
film. It can be watched online on “America Reframed” at 
amdoc.org/watch/media/1651

OLGA DIES DREAMING by Xochitla Gonzalez 
(book review by Cole)     

This novel certainly provokes some mixed feelings 
for me. The protagonists are Olga, a wedding planner for 
the rich and famous and her brother Prieto, a progressive 
congressman representing Brooklyn; Olga is the more 
developed character. Olga and Prieto are nuyoricans and 
the progeny of former Young Lords members. Olga ini-
tially presents as shallow and materialistic with a lifestyle 
that demonstrates no homage to her radical heritage. The 
protagonists’ lives have been shaped by their mother’s 
decision to abandon them for a life of revolutionary ac-
tivism although Mom does keep in touch via sporadic 
letters replete with negative comments on her children’s 
life choices. Their father descends into a life of substance 
abuse after the collapse of the Young Lords, so Olga and 
Prieto are saddled with some major baggage. It is not pos-
sible to detail the protagonists’ struggles with their demons 
without supplying spoilers; suffice to say the author crafts 
an engaging description of their paths to authenticity and 
empowerment. The novel also offers an important reminder 
of the past and present colonialism to which Puerto Rico 
has been subjected and the corresponding resistance. Hang 
in there and I think you’ll find the results of the resistance 
to be satisfying. My reservations stem from the highly 
unsympathetic and largely one sided portrayal of the pro-
tagonists’ mother. That demonization seems to reflect a 
misogynist view that a woman who rejects motherhood is 
a fundamentally defective human being; the author’s half-
hearted last minute efforts to semi-rehabilitate her fall 
flat. Despite that flaw, the book embodies many strengths 
and you really might like it.

BEAUTIFUL WORLD, WHERE ARE YOU? and 
NORMAL PEOPLE

Sally Rooney Gets in Your Head is the title of a 2019 
New Yorker article and expresses my reaction to this Irish 
author. We lauded her when she refused to allow her new-
est book Beautiful World, Where Are You? to be translated 
into Hebrew as part of her support for BDS (Boycott, 
Divestment, Sanctions)/Palestine. I (Deni) hadn’t read 
her books then but now I’m a devotee of Beautiful World 
which knocked me out with its exquisite writing, complex-
ity of thought and characters, featuring a long friendship 
between two women, Marxist politics, and as emma said in 
her Goodreads review “as if i needed more reasons to find 
this book completely perfect: free palestine.” I read and 
watched the Hulu tv series of Rooney’s 2nd novel Normal 
People, which was hypnotic and affecting, infused with 
class and gender politics, and beautifully acted. Palestine 
and the Communist Manifesto weren’t mentioned in the 
tv version but MC readers will want to know they’re in 
the books. PS: I didn’t know there was a huge “love her, 
hate her” dialogue about Rooney’s writing and politics and 
their interplay or that she’s been both touted and reviled 
as the “millennial Irish novelist.” I loved Beautiful World 
but had more reservations as I read backwards to her first 
novel. Lots of talk about politics but no real activism wore 
a bit. I connect to the way she describes what characters 
are going through emotionally yet my oldest friend found 

the characters in Beautiful World too narcissistic. Each to 
their own? I’m still a fan.

WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING
I (Deni) resisted giving this “hit” novel any attention 

but since Reese Witherspoon is producing a film of it, I have 
to say how racist and awful it is. The Black characters are 
stereotypical and function only to serve white people and 
plot development. The part about how the girl learned to 
read REALLY offended my educator sensibilities, it was so 
ridiculous. The movie will probably be even worse (hard 
to imagine) with a new song by Taylor Swift (ugh) who’s 
been criticized for involvement in it as part of her ongoing 
“white feminism.” Don’t read the book, don’t see the movie.

BITS
IS ANYBODY OUT THERE? 
The Pentagon is on the hunt! For the first time in 50 

years, officials testified in May before the House ‘Intel-
ligence’ (you’ve got to be kidding) Subcommittee about 
UFOs, introducing a new project named Unidentified Aerial 
Phenomena. The United Union of Birds objected immedi-
ately, tweeting that the name could besmirch its members. 
The Defense Undersecretary for ‘Intelligence’ (still kidding, 
right?) said that the Pentagon wants to destigmatize the issue 
to encourage pilots and other military personnel to report un-
usual sightings, earnestly stating: “We want to know what’s 
out there as much as you want to know what’s out there.” We 
highly doubt that, but lawmakers from both sides of the aisle 
feel that UFOs are a national security concern. The chair of 
the House ‘Intelligence’ (oh no, not again) Subcommittee on 
Counterintelligence, Counterterrorism, Counterproliferation, 
Counterculture and Countertopsinthekitchen said that UAPs 
are real, need to be investigated, and any threats they pose 
need to be mitigated. Officials also said there are no clear 
indications of extra-terrestrial explanations for UAPs—but 
they will go wherever the data takes them. Let’s hope that’s 
to a galaxy far, far away.

SCIENCE SHMIENCE
“Don’t say gay” in Florida and 

silence those seahorses in Tennes-
see! In Franklin TN this spring, 
an elementary school book on sea 
horses was attacked by a parent 
group because teaching the fact that 
male seahorses get pregnant was 
viewed as promoting the concept 
of gender fluidity. We say Neigh!!

SOLIDARITY FOREVER!
Hats off to union victories at 

over 70 Starbucks nationwide and 
to the upcoming first union vote at 
a Trader Joe’s in Hadley, MA where 
organizers are fighting for higher 
pay, additional safety measures, 
and more paid time off. We say Yay! 

ALMOST A WIN-WIN!
The SFPD had refused to march in the Pride Parade this 

year because the parade committee said the cops couldn’t 
wear their uniforms (hey, good call parade committee, better 
late than never). Then SF Mayor London Breed (of many 
odious actions) refused to march if the cops couldn’t march 
in uniform. Fantastic! But right-wing heads prevailed and a 
nauseating “compromise” was reached in which command 
staff in dress uniforms will march without weapons (but what 
color will their dresses be?), up to 10 uniformed cops with 
weapons will march in support and a third group of cops will 
march in civilian clothes or SFPD-branded polos. So now 
the mayor will march too. We almost got rid of the cops, bad 
mayor, and dreaming on—corporations, barricades, and the 
generally bad politics of the parade committee. Or was that 
Somewhere Over the Rainbow?
WOOF WOOF NEIGH WOOF WOOF NEIGH NEIGH 

WOOF WOOF NEIGH WOOF NEIGH

The MOCHA Column

Gay Shame installing at Vaz a Ver Exhibit at SOMArts
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by Deeg
The Berkeley Book Festival wants you to understand that 

they did not disinvite Alice Walker because of her consistent 
and vocal support for Palestine. And the san francisco public 
library wants you to understand that they weren’t censoring 
Palestinians when they cancelled the Clarion Alley Mural 
Project’s Wall + Response exhibit. 

Alice Walker, famously the author of The Color Purple, 
had been scheduled to interview Fanonne Jeffers at the head-
lining event of the festival in May, at Jeffers request. Walker 
has been outspoken throughout her life on racism, sexism, 
queer issues, genital mutilation, and has often taken a lot of 
flack from people who should have been her allies. She has 
been a consistent advocate for Palestine, and joined Freedom 
Flotilla II to Gaza in 2011, an actual and symbolic attempt 
to break israel’s deadly blockade.

The Festival’s decision was publicized in March in 
j-weekly, who reported, “After festival organizers learned 
from those inside and outside the organization about Walker’s 
history of remarks widely criticized as antisemitic, and of her 
support for Icke, they canceled her invitation on Thursday.” 
(david icke is a british conspiracy theorist, who has made 
statements widely considered antisemitic.)

Alice Walker has been the target of zionists for years. In 
2012 she was accused of anti-semitism for refusing to let The 
Color Purple be translated, published and sold by an israeli 
publisher. This refusal was consistent with the 2004 call 
for an educational and cultural boycott by Palestinian Civil 
Society. In an interview on Democracy Now in 2012, Walker 
described the oppression in Palestine, “The unfairness of it 
is so much like the South. It’s so much like the South of 50 
years ago, really, and actually more brutal, because in Pal-
estine so many more people are wounded, shot, shot, killed, 
imprisoned. You know, there are thousands of Palestinians 
in prison virtually for no reason.”

After the statement to j-weekly, the festival issued a 
series of statements on April 4, April 22, and April 28 in 
which they increasingly walked back general allegations of 
antisemitism, denied they had been asked by zionist groups 
to cancel her appearance, and claimed that their decision had 
solely been based on Walker’s statements supporting ickes. I 
don’t know what Alice Walker sees in icke, but I do know that 
she has been in lifelong opposition to anti-jewish prejudice, 
and the only reason zionists are raising issues about icke is 
in order to attack Alice Walker.  

Coincidentally? in March, the Clarion Alley Mural Proj-
ect (CAMP) put out a letter in response to the san francisco 
public library demand that they remove one of the murals 
in the exhibit Wall + Response, or the library would cancel 
the exhibit. CAMP had been planning the exhibit and as-
sociated programs with the library since November. Wall + 
Response is a two year project involving 16 poets responding 
to the “social, political and racial justice narratives” of the 
four murals. The library had demanded the removal of the 
Arab Liberation Mural. It later offered to allow the exhibit if 
CAMP removed one of the many slogans on the mural that 
are depicted as picket signs, “zionism is racism.”

In the letter, CAMP stated, the “Arab Liberation Mural 
was created by a diverse team that included Arab youth, 
Jewish allies, and Latinx artists to express the resilience 
and resistance of the Bay Area community to attacks on 
freedom and liberties of Arabs, Muslims, people of color, 
immigrants, and refugees.” CAMP and the poets accused 
the library of not following city laws and policies requiring 
inclusion, and of not following principles the library had 
signed supporting racial and social equity, and encouraging 
diversity of expression. 

Various groups and individuals, including QUIT! wrote 
letters and signed petitions to the library opposing their 
decision to eliminate the exhibit. The library’s director of 
communications responded, 

“The decision to ask Clarion Alley Mural Project to con-
sider an alternative presentation of one of their pieces without 
the statement “Zionism is Racism” was not predicated on 
favoring one group’s viewpoint over another’s as the Library 
does not advocate or necessarily endorse the viewpoints of 
exhibitions or exhibitors. The Library strives to provide a safe 
and welcoming space for our entire community. Presenting 
expressions, such as “Zionism is Racism,” which are widely 

Censoring Palestine -- Bay Area Style
viewed as antisemitic are counter to that mission and would 
set a precedent that would justify the exhibition of other 
viewpoints harming minority communities and identities 
based on race, gender, national origin, sexuality, or religion.  
The Library presents a panoply of viewpoints on a wide range 
of topics, but we draw the line at a public display of speech 
that negatively targets any specific race, ethnic or religious 
community.”

To be clear, the term “Zionism” doesn’t target any 
“race, ethnic or religious community.” It targets an imperi-
alist ideology in which Jewish identity is privileged. In the 
1800s “modern Zionism” emerged as an ideology that stated 
Jews could never be assimilated in Europe. Accepting this 
prejudice, zionists urged European imperialists to use Jews 
as settlers in Palestine. Zionism has become the basis for a 
racist hierarchy in all areas claimed by israel, in which white 
Jews are on the top, and Palestinians are on the bottom. It 
was no geopolitical coincidence that israel supported the 
apartheid regime in South Africa.   Zionism remains a settler 
movement that has taken over an increasing part of Palestine, 
with an explicitly stated goal of ethnic cleansing.  Zionism 
is also anti-Jewish, in that it claims to represent all Jews in 
its colonialist adventures and its genocidal campaign to wipe 
out Palestinian society. 

The city of san francisco has a history of running from 
zionist groups when they charge Palestine supporters with 
antisemitism. In 2003 the jewish community relations coun-
cil (JCRC) attacked San Francisco Women Against Rape’s 
(SFWAR) decision to specifically name zionism in a policy 
intended to ensure that anti-rape services are anti-racist. 
People involved in SFWAR during that period have been 
critical of the manner in which the new policy was developed 
and implemented, and a few Jewish volunteers at SFWAR 
went to the JCRC. The JCRC complained to the city which 
partially funds SFWAR through the commission on the sta-
tus of women. SFWAR also received funding from private 
foundations, who expressed concerns. A “compromise” 
was eventually reached in which the word “zionism” was 
removed, SFWAR went through mediation with the JCRC, 
and eventually provided trainings to staff and volunteers on 
antisemitism through jcrc. 

Some of the work from the CAMP exhibit is available 
through files at the sfpl. But, despite some attempts to deface 
the murals, all the murals remain gloriously on display at 
Clarion Alley, and can also be seen on-line, along with the 
poetry.

Voting Day 
by Lisa Strawn

I’m deeply concerned with the City of San Francisco and 
the entire Country for the bad directions they are headed. I 
voted yesterday for the first time in my life and I’m disap-
pointed that Chesa Boudin was recalled. There will be no 
accountability for the police actions or reforms that are 
needed for the people of SF.

I had spent voting day with Voices of Incarceration 
students from Urban Schools listening to their proposals for 
those incarcerated. They were all brilliant; from Reentry, 
voting in elections, helping people plan for how to be ready 
for society with better knowledge of banking and access-
ing better technological skills before release. I’m definitely 
passing this on to public officials who work for the better of 
those incarcerated. 

We have rich white men in Washington DC trying to tell 
women what to do with their bodies which is insane because 
women don’t tell them how to keep their penises in their 
pants. We have these same people telling families of trans 
kids that their kids can’t be who they are. We have children 
being murdered in schools and blacks continually murdered 
by the police with no reason. People have to be 21 to buy 
liquor but only 18 to buy a gun. WHY? Because it’s about 
money and control by Republicans. 

And then ICE detention is a double sentence because 
if you serve time in prison and you have changed your life 
why should you be deported. Nobody is deporting Trump for 
fraud. It is Pride Month and I believe Pride is every day. I’m 
hoping all are well inside and doing what needs to be done 
to be safe and get free. Laws change every day. I would not 
be free if that didn’t happen. NEVER STOP FIGHTING.

by Deni
On June 4 in downtown South San Francisco an historic 

event took place. Early Childhood Education 4 All  the South 
San Francisco Universal Pre-K campaign, submitted nearly 
6000 signatures to get the measure on the ballot this Novem-
ber. The group is a coalition of childcare providers, preschool 
teachers, local unions, community organizations, parents, 
activists, and San Mateo County residents who understand 
that early care and childhood education (ECE) is part of a 
strong and healthy community.  Their website explains that 
South City’s existing public preschool program for children 
aged 2.5 to 5 years old is so popular that it has a four-year 
waitlist—with 700+ families! Parents and caregivers who 
don’t win a spot in this affordable program end up paying 
more than $20,000/year per child for licensed childcare just 
so they can go to work, assuming they can find someplace 
that has space for their child. But many families can’t afford 
ECE at all, and may have to rely on more informal arrange-
ments which may or may not be safe or educationally rigor-
ous, and can mean that their young children don’t get what 
they need to thrive in kindergarten and beyond. As a retired 
elementary school teacher, I can’t stress strongly enough 
how important a good pre-K program is for children. It’s 
the difference between a child who’s looked at lots of books 
and been read to and one who doesn’t know how to open a 
book. Or a child who’s never played with/investigated and 
explored a variety of materials and one who’s had a chance 
to do that and can start to group and categorize them by size, 
shape, and color and more. 

In addition to providing excellent ECE to all families 
living and working in South San Francisco, the ballot measure 
will ensure that qualified, experienced preschool teachers and 
care providers are paid a living wage. In San Mateo County 
the average full-time ECE worker earns barely enough to 
cover housing, much less preschool for their own children. 
To address this, the measure would raise the wage floor for 
ECE workers to 230% of South City’s minimum wage and 
provide access to union representation and benefits.

The ECE website addresses the question of why people 
who don’t have children should care about this measure 

Free Universal Pre-school Will Be On the Ballot! 
and states that providing quality early care and education 
to low-income families is the best way to raise high school 
graduation rates, lower incarceration rates, and reduce un-
employment.

This all sounds great, right, but how would it get funded? 
The plan is that ECE For All would be fully funded by tax-
ing South City’s biggest corporations and that a modest new 
corporate tax will bring in an estimated $30 million annually 
for the program. South San Francisco is home to the largest 
biotech cluster in the world (over 200 companies) including 
Genentech, valued at over $100 billion.

The campaign has been a volunteer effort, not one of the 
hard-working “turf walkers” was paid to gather signatures. 
According to Margaret Brodkin of Funding the Next Genera-
tion, this is “the most expansive and progressive measure for 
early care ever and would set the highest bar in the country 
for progressive preschool policies.” The measure will tax big 
corporations, provide universal preschool, and give teachers 
a living wage! Support this campaign any way you can, visit 
ece4allssf.org.
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have names like “Hope Clinic” or “Confidence Pregnancy 
Center” or “Choices Pregnancy Care Center.” When you 
click on the site, you will usually see something like “When 
considering the abortion option, it is important to investi-
gate this decision from several angles. Come in to talk with 
us to educate yourself about the abortion procedure. We can 
confirm your viable, uterine pregnancy, required to proceed 
with your abortion.”

One of the key indicators is that they’ll have on their 
main website detailed descriptions of every type of abor-
tion procedure. It’s not exactly inaccurate but it always 
emphasizes the grossest and scariest aspects and plays up 
possible risks. The medical information is often outdated; for 

instance, “Choices 
Pregnancy Care Cen-
ter” in Georgia talks 
about methotrexate, 
which is seldom used 
since mifepristone 
became available. 
Since methotrex-
ate is both a cancer 
treatment and a car-
cinogen, this enables 
them to promote the 
long-debunked idea 
of a link between 
abortion and cancer.

D e p e n d i n g 
where they are regis-
tered or located, they 
may have something 
at the bottom of their 
site stating that they 

don’t provide pregnancy medical care or abortion. Or they 
may not.

According to the great website exposefakeclinics.com, 
there are over 3000 fake clinics, some of which operate as 
mobile clinics, in the country right now, compared to about 
800 abortion providers, some of which will be gone as soon 
as the Dobbs decision is announced (which could have hap-
pened by the time you read this). And while abortion clin-
ics cannot receive any federal funding, many of these fake 
clinics do, through grants for “abstinence-only education” 
(thank you, Bill Clinton!). Expose Fake Clinics estimates 
that in Texas alone, $170 million has gone to fake clinics 
since 2016. A 2021 report by Equity Forward found that 
many states were diverting federal money intended for food 
stamps (TANF) to fake clinics.

It’s Up to Us – Get Involved
This is, needless to say, not a time to mourn. There’s 

so much to do, from donating to or volunteering at abor-
tion funds and practical support networks like ACCESS, to 
starting support networks in places that don’t have them, to 
getting out in the streets, which might have the most lasting 
impact. This is definitely not a time for any binary thinking 
about mutual aid versus in-your-face action. We need to do 
them all and they’re all of a piece.

In addition to the websites and groups mentioned in the 
article, here are a few others to support and check out:

The Liberate Abortion Campaign, a multi-tactical 
coalition of more than 150 organizations agitating and edu-
cating to expand abortion access across the United States. 
LiberateAbortion.org

Abortion Access Front, a coven of hilarious badass 
feminists who use humor and pop culture to expose the hat-
ers fighting against reproductive rights. Sunday, July 17 is a 
full day livestreamed training on how to protect abortion 
access. AbortionAF.org

The Repro Legal Defense Fund covers bail and funds 
strong defenses for people who are investigated, arrested, 
or prosecuted for self-managed abortion. reprolegaldefense-
fund.org/

National Network of Abortion Funds, abortionfunds.
org

Sistersong Women of Color Reproductive Justice 
Collective. https://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice

Sovereign Womb Collective, sovereignwomb.wixsite.
com/mysite/sovereign-abortion

COME OUT COME OUT COME OUT

The day of the ruling,  
regardless of what it is:

Gather at 5 pm 
San Francisco Federal Courthouse  

450 Golden Gate

Not in the Bay Area? 
Go to bansoffourbodies.org or  

Text ACCESS to 22422  
to find actions wherever you are

Rise for Repro Justice
continued from page 5

The Sweat Lodge at San Quentin was created in 1978 
after a lot of local and national organizing by activists from 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), Native American 
spiritual leaders and community members. In February 1978, 
in response to decades of policies whittling down the civil 
rights of Native Americans, a peaceful transcontinental march 
for Native American justice began. The “Longest Walk” 
started with 2,000 people departing on foot from Alcatraz 
Island-San Francisco, California, and ended five months 
later over 3,000 miles away in Washington, D.C. joined by 
30,000 marchers.

Because of all the pressure, president Carter signed the 
American Indian Religious Freedom Act (AIRFA) into law, 
with the express intention to protect the rights of Native 
Americans to practice their native traditional religions. That 
year the sacred Sweat Lodge at San Quentin opened:  the first 
sweat lodge in the nation established at a state or federal 
prison. This encouraged other prisons to build sacred sweat 
lodges across the country.

Sweat lodge ceremonies are a sacred, fundamental re-
ligious practice for Native Americans for prayer, cleansing, 
and purification. These ceremonies, which require specific 
protocols, are necessary for the continued spiritual well-
being of Native American inmates that cannot be replaced 
by prayer alone.

Mr. Hector Frank Heredia, the Native American Spiritual 
Leader at San Quentin State Prison for nearly 30 years, was 
told that due to a 2019 change in designation at San Quen-
tin to a “non-designated facility”, he must allow anyone, 
including non-Native American inmates, to participate in 

the Sweat Lodge ceremony without following the proper 
religious protocols for admission. On March 5, 2022, un-
known inmates desecrated it by stealing prayer ties filled 
with ceremonial tobacco and by attempting to take over 
the Sweat Lodge grounds for impermissible uses. Still, 
Heredia has been told that despite his position (statutorily 
on par with other religious Chaplains) he lacks any author-
ity to determine who can participate in the Sweat Lodge. 
This is in direct violation of the constitutional protections 
afforded by the First Amendment, the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act (RFRA), and the Religious Land Use and 
Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA) which “protects the 
sincerely held religious rights of prisoners.”

Water Protector Legal Collective’s Legal Director 
Natali Segovia wrote in an April 28, 2022 letter to Warden 
Broomfield asking for a meeting to discuss the issues and 
for San Quentin officials to immediately halt the assault 
on the spiritual practices of incarcerated Native Americans 
and actions that violate the Sweat Lodge sacred rituals and 
its past practices. There has still been no response to the 
inquiry. We demand an immediate end to these impermis-
sible directives and urge you to help us protect the Sweat 
Lodge at San Quentin.

Write to: Ron Broomfield, Warden and Kathleen 
Allison, CDCR Secretary San Quentin State Prison San 
Quentin, CA 94974. 

Sign the petition: actionnetwork.org/petitions/san-
quentin. For more info Water Protector Legal Collective, 
PO Box 37065 Albuquerque NM 87176 or Waterprotec-
torlegal.org

Save the Sweat Lodge

More Shorts from Inside
continued from page 3

I had a chance to read a copy of your newsletter and I’m impressed as well as hopeful. I don’t know if you are 
aware of the Compassion Prison Project out of L.A. The organization is involved with what are called ACE’s; Adverse 
Childhood Experiences, of which I am a victim of – ages 5-6. Part of my rehab is centered around victim awareness 
which is hard to get info on at this prison. I can tell from your newsletter that you are quite aware of ‘abuse’ and how 
it is widespread and also how it is learned and passed on as a behavior into one’s adult years. Can you put me in touch 
with a victim’s group in order for me to receive info and/or start correspondence with victims who are willing to share 
their insights into the domestic violence experience. Thank you. GB, Mtn City TN

I am a transgender M to F and I will get my full sex change one day. I use the term girl to refer to what I am because 
woman and female still retain a masculine attribute and I did away with the man in me. So I am solely GIRL (Gorgeous 
Intelligent Ravishing Loving). I am an Anarchist. The Miriam-Webster dictionary defines it as a political theory hold-
ing all forms of governmental authority to be unnecessary and undesirable, advocating a society based on voluntary 
cooperation and free association of individuals and groups.  And my definition is, in short, no human should ever have 
authority over another human.  MW, Lake Butler FL

I’m writing to request a back issue of your Spring 2021 newsletter. I have an article in that newsletter and would 
really like a copy so I can put it in a scrapbook I’m making on my transition. I’m saving all the things I have done in 
prison in regards to being a trans woman so when I get released, I can have memories of me not letting the Utah DOC 
say I can’t be the woman I know I am. Transitioning is not just a physical change. When a Trans person transitions, it 
is also a mental one. These past five years in Utah S.P. has been stressful but I have overcome! Y’all at LAGAI have 
been a Godsend in letting me change my life mentally. I can’t y’all enough! Your sister in solidarity, Daisy Mae Ross.

I absolutely love the UV! I come to the family with my utmost confidence, elegance and pride. Under my current 
circumstances down here in the Terrible Texas prison system, I salute you with a rainbow wave. I am a transgender M 
to F and I am having a few issues on my unit. I am housed on Texas Death Row, doing 25 years. This is a very religious 
unit with 4 Faith Based Programs. I have a certain CO who continuously comes by my cell speaking about how LGBTQ+ 
is spoken of in the Bible as abominations after I’ve asked him not to. It is terrible in TX and I fear retaliation on a unit 
such as this one is I say anything or grieve it. Any advice? WS, Pestered at Polunsky Unit

Hello there LGBTQ friends across the states; the TransGender Exotic Roses Among the Adequate Flowers. I’m 
grateful for those of you who reached out to connect with me and establish new friendships. Let’s stay connected and 
support each other through these difficult times of solidarity and struggle against these corrupted prisons and keep ex-
posing them in the courts. You are not alone. AG, Corcoran CA

Hey Fam. My name is T-Will and I’m a 37 year old African American. I’m writing ‘cause I’m at a moment of my 
life that I feel comfortable with myself and my sexuality. I feel so proud of myself for coming out to my family now. 
I’m all about going to the world to hang out and party with the fam. My release date is March 2023 and I’m sooo happy 
about that ‘cause it has been a journey but I’m happy it happened ‘cause I found my true self. I’d like to give a shout-out 
to Ashlee in NC, holla at me if you can. TW, Woodville TX


