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Washington D (as in Dewey Decimal) C (as in centimeters)—after decades of resistance 
to  adopting the metric system, government officials realized that adopting a new way of 
measuring covid cases could solve all its problems with a sagging economy, inflation, and 
a divided electorate.  By converting new covid cases into base 25 and ignoring hospitaliza-
tions in red states, the CDC was able to announce that the pandemic is virtually over and 
masks are no longer in fashion.

“I always knew that trigonometry would come in handy one day, I discovered if you 
divide everything by the cosign of 33 and then subtract pi you can pretty much solve any 
problem,” Said Doctor Angel Dewey of the Center for Decimal Control.  “We realized 
after 2 years we were using the wrong kind of math on covid and getting bad results, so 
we recalibrated our yardsticks and now the problem is solved! We will be recalculating gas 
prices next using the most up to date crypto-chain-blockage numerology—which makes 
a $6 gallon of gas is just 33 scents!”

When reached for comment Professor of mathematics and statistics, Huge Homo-
graphic, first started giggling uncontrollably and said the new policy changes reminded 
him of an old sexist hetero-normative joke about the subjectivity and the size of genitalia: 
“But seriously, this is a great step forward in using mathematics and statistics to serve the 
ruling class and ensure that reality fits any desired outcome.”

Dept of Energy spokesperson Gussie Gusher told UV that they were relieved to see 
the new mathematical calculations. “Now we won’t need to introduce Forever Gas,” 
Gusher said.

Measure twice, cut once: or how to stop a  
pandemic with math

Homefulness is a houseless, landless people’s self-de-
termined solution to homelessness in Oakland CA according 
to Poor Magazine, a grass roots nonprofit organization and 
the developer of the 4 brand new multi-family buildings in 
East Oakland.  All 4 have been finished for a year, ready to 
house homeless families but despite the thousands of people 
sleeping on the streets, city officials won’t let anyone move in.  

Lisa “Tiny” Gray-Garcia, cofounder of Poor Magazine, 
says that the city of Oakland makes it impossible for small 
nonprofits without code expertise and a lot of money to 
navigate all the rules and regulations.  It’s taken months 
and thousands of dollars to address the never ending list 
of requirements.  Poor Magazine, which also runs an aid 
organization, youth newspaper, school and radio station, has 
been working on the MacArthur Boulevard project for more 
than 10 years. They raised hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in piecemeal donations to buy the property and build the 
townhomes, which will house between eight and 12 homeless 
people, rent-free. The money comes from Poor Magazine’s 
“Solidarity Family” — a group of dozens of people who 
donate their time, skills and money. The group eventually 
hopes to open a cafe that will help pay for the property’s 
ongoing costs.

But the project has run into obstacle after obstacle. The 
city doesn’t answer calls or emails asking questions about 
the permitting requirements, leaving Poor Magazine to inter-
pret complicated city ordinances on its own.  Among other 
regulations, the city recently required 3 parking spaces so 
the nonprofit raised more money and finished the parking 
spaces in January.   It cost $34,000 to level the ground, pour 
the concrete and move a utility box that was in the way.  But 
that wasn’t the end of it.  Each subsequent city inspection 
pointed out something else Poor Magazine had to fix.  They’d 
fix it, and then the city would come up with something else.  

Now Poor Magazine is on the hook for $40,000 in ‘Impact’ 
Fees.  City officials issued Poor Magazine’s building permit 
in May 2016, and waived the fees until March — a grace 
period that now has expired.  Adding to the ridiculousness 
of it all, the bulk of that $40,000 bill, which the homeless 
advocacy group is unable to pay, would go toward helping 
the city build affordable housing.  

So the houses sit empty.  On March 1st, Poor Magazine 
organized a protest. Carrying tents and planning to spend 
the night, they occupied the planning and building dept. in 
Oakland’s “Shitty Hall”, but left when the police were called.  
The organization is asking people to call the Oakland Building 
Department, (510) 238-3941, and leave a message of support 
for the Homefulness project. Urge the city to drop the ‘Impact’ 
Fees and provide a Certificate of Occupancy so that the four 
finished buildings can finally be open for people to move into.  
Everyone should have a home.  It is a basic human right.

Housing Desperately Needed

 

Palestinian Land Day  
Commemoration and Picket 

annual day in solidarity with 
the indigenous people of Palestine 

All refugees have the right to return home! 

Wednesday March 30,  4:30 PM  
in front of MZ Foundation Offices
1388 Sutter Street, San Francisco
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In March, Dennis Cunningham, age 86, died of cancer.  
He had been living in San Francisco since 1982, part of a 
community of left-wing activists and radical lawyers.

Inspired by the 1963 March on Washington, Dennis went 
to law school at night and passed the bar in Chicago just in 
time to defend people arrested in the riots that followed the 
murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and at the protests of 
the Democratic National Convention. Together with other 
lawyers and organizers working with the National Lawyers 
Guild, he founded the People’s Law Office in Chicago.  They 
participated in many cases involving protesters, prisoners and 
prison rebellions, including the 12 year prosecution of FBI 
agents and Chicago police involved in the 1969 murders of 
Fred Hampton and Mark Clark.  Dennis was also involved 
in the defense of dozens of prisoners accused of being ring-
leaders in the rebellion at Attica State Prison in 1971. After 
that case was won and the criminal charges were thrown out 
in 1976, Attica Brothers led by Big Black and Akil Al-Jundi 
convinced Dennis, Liz Fink and other Guild lawyers to sue 
the state of NY.  After 25 years of litigation, there was a 
multi-million dollar settlement.

Dennis relocated to the Bay Area and working with the 
Guild, continued to represent protesters: at the 1984 demo-
cratic party convention, at anti-nuke actions at Livermore 
Laboratory, anti-apartheid demos, the police sweep of Castro 
St. in 1987, actions by Food Not Bombs, Act Up and many 

Gweneth Dietrich, known to many of her friends as 
Rose May Dance, was an activist for peace, social and envi-
ronmental justice throughout her life. She made mutual aid, 
solidarity and protesting creative, fun and spiritual She was 
loved for her bawdy humor, breaking into song or poetry, 
extravagant dress and hats, community celebrations, psychic 
and magical acumen, and much more.

Rose grew up in Toledo, Ohio, and became involved in 
activism against the Vietnam war as a teenager. During her 
college years, she drove women to Canada, where they could 
obtain legal abortions. She moved to the Bay Area in 1975, 
and one of her first jobs was mapping toxic sites, which led 
to a lifetime of environmental justice work. 

She worked for twenty years in the Harm Reduction 
Movement, counseling active and recovering injection drug 
users. She trained and counseled the counselors and street 
outreach workers at the Urban Health Study in San Francisco 
in “how to reach the hard to reach.” She also used that envi-
ronment as a crucible for developing methods to overcome 
burnout as well as to create healing ways for healers. 

In 1988, Rose was one of the public health activists to 
found the San Francisco needle exchange, known as Preven-
tion Point. The program, started as a direct action with no 
public support, revolutionized HIV/AIDS prevention ser-
vices and became a model for the rest of the country. When 
consulted by friends who were planning to start the Seattle 
needle exchange a year later, Rose told them, “It’s better to 
beg forgiveness than ask permission.”

In the early 1980s, Rose helped to found Reclaiming, an 
organization dedicated to feminist, earth-centered activism 
and spirituality. She co-developed hundreds of rituals over 
the years as well as many classes, songs, chants and litur-
gies. She taught magic and ritual activism all over the world. 

She was a master hypnotist and certified hypnotherapist, 
working at Harborside Health Center, in Oakland. On her 

hypnotherapy website, she wrote, “The focus of my hypno-
therapy practice is both practical and spiritual. For meaning-
ful growth in our lives, we need both bread and roses -- food 
for the true body and the body of down-to-earth matters, and 
food for the spirit and dreams.”

She was deeply committed to active nonviolence and 
was arrested dozens of times protesting militarism, racism 
and environmental destruction. One of her cousins wrote, 
“Gwennie normalized the act of protest for me from the time 
I was little. She protested as an act of faith. She protested 
at the beginning of each war the US participated in and I 
remember her modeling standing up to the system when 
she chained herself to the School of Americas to protest the 
teaching of war.”

She raised a queer kid with total openness and support, 
and opened her home to numerous other kids who needed a 
safe and loving place to be. She was an adoptive parent, and 
had a child from whom she was separated by adoption for 
many years. They later connected and she developed a close 
relationship. She had two granddaughters.

Gweneth/Rose died on New Year’s Eve, and we know 
she would have loved to know that every year, people will 
be partying on the day of her death. As someone who loved 
to wear pink, she would also be happy to have died on the 
same day as Betty White. She was no saint, and she could be 
infuriating, but she’s mourned by hundreds of close friends, 
students, mentees, initiates, colleagues and co-resisters who 
carry her in our hearts. 

What is remembered lives.

Dennis Cunningham

others.  In 1992, Dennis and his law partner brought a case 
against FBI agents and Oakland police officers after a car 
bomb assassination attempt against Earth First! activists, 
Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney.  

Recently, Dennis was part of bringing a class action suit 
against the Santa Rita Jail and the Alameda County Sherriff 
on behalf of women prisoners who were subjected to horrible 
and constant mistreatment. 

Over the past 40 years, many activists in the Bay Area 
have been represented by Dennis Cunningham including sev-
eral members of LAGAI and Gay Shame.  He will be missed.

Gweneth Dietrich/Rose May Dance

LGBTQI Refugees in 
Kakuma Need Our 

Support
We are writing to you because we know that women’s 

and lesbian lives and safety are as important to you as they 
are to us. We are a group of lesbian activists working to 
forge international connections for peace and justice. In our 
work we have met a powerful group of LGBTQI folks liv-
ing in the Kakuma refugee camp in the Turkana County of 
northwest Kenya. Kakuma Camp has a special unit, Block 
13, where all the LGBTQI refugees are placed . There are 26 
lesbians living there now, 17 of their children and about 10 
other LGBTQI folks. While this has allowed them to make 
important and supportive connections, it has also placed 
them in danger by making them easy targets for homophobic 
violence. They are a small minority in the camp population 
that reached 180,000 in 2021.

Two gay men were set afire, killing one and maiming the 
other. More than once Block 13 has been fire bombed, and 
lesbians regularly face rape and other violent attacks. Because 
of these assaults, they cannot leave their residences after 
dark, and there is little help available, either in preventing 
violence or accessing medical treatment after these aggres-
sions. Our LGBTQI relatives are trapped: they must face the 
daily uncertainties, violence, and inability to work and gain 
resources and they have no way out.  The  UNHCR has not 
processed Block 13 residents’ refugee status -- for years for 
some of them. This is much longer than the usual time frame 
for refugees. Nor have they been allowed passes to be able 
to move outside of the camp in Kenya. They are absolutely 
stuck with no relief in sight.   This is an untenable situation 
and a human rights disaster.

Recently, the small amounts of water and food that were 
accessible at the camp reception has been stopped as well as 
providing the basic essential of rice.  The LGBTQI refugees 
of Kakuma are worried that without refugee status, they will 
have  no  resources of where to  go or what they can do.

The LGBTQI refugees of Kakuma are working to get 
out. They have attempted to contact the UNHCR seeking 
protection and refugee status in order to relocate to permanent 
homes in safer countries. They have received no response, 
and lesbians in the camp have asked us to approach women’s 
as well as LGBTQI organizations around the world to start a 
letter writing campaign demanding action from the UNHCR.

This is what we are asking of you right now:
❖  Email the UNHCR as an organization, demanding 

that attention be paid to this vulnerable population who are 
being attacked based on their Queer identities. The letter we 
wrote is available as an example, with the addresses of people 
to send it to, at https://tinyurl.com/3z48exsh.

❖  Ask others to email the UNHCR as well,  in hopes 
that a large number of letters will draw attention to this 
important issue.

This is what we are asking of you for the future:
❖ Educate yourself about the situation in Block 13 of 

Kakuma Camp. Here’s a few info links. 
ORAM Kakuma Report, https://www.oramrefugee.org/

kakuma-report
Morningstar online Report UK, https://morningstaron-

line.co.uk/article/lesbians-kenyan-refugee-camps-need-our-
help

Amnesty International Kakuma Report
❖ Contact your members of  Congress to demand 

accountability from the UNHCR concerning the lives of 
LGBTQ refugees and if they are not satisfied let them call 
for the defunding of UNHCR

❖ Donate whatever you can for food and supplies for 
those living in Block 13 and  to help them relocate to a safer 
place. Through paypal send to : Tgianoulis@gmail.com. Send 
checks to: Dorothy Jo Lower, 1804 Lake Washington Blvd 
S, Seattle, WA 98144.

Please pass this on to any other groups you may know 
that would support the LGBTQI people of Kakuma.

Thank you for this and for all the work you do!
Seattle Kakuma Support Group - Tina Gianoulis Sue 

Hodes Janice Gutman Jan Denali & DJ Lower

Update: Texas attacks 
Trans-youth 

In a blatant attack on families, medical practitioners, and 
other adults who support trans youth, on February 22, 2022 
Texas governor Greg Abbott directed the state’s Department 
of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) to investigate 
gender-affirming healthcare for transgender youth as “child 
abuse.” The non-binding directive also tries to force manda-
tory reporters, like medical professionals, to report anyone 
seeking gender affirming healthcare for child abuse.  These 
actions target anyone who takes steps to support trans youth 
in accessing gender-affirming treatment, and led to DFPS 
opening investigations into several families.  A lawsuit filed 
by the American Civil Liberties Union, the ACLU of Texas, 
and Lambda Legal just succeeded in obtaining an injunction 
on the investigations while the case moves forward, although 
that will likely be appealed by Texas. 

And its not just Texas, other states like Alabama have 
anti-LGBTQ bills pending that would seek to end and crimi-
nalize healthcare for trans youth.

This transphobic attack is not surprising from a governor 
who tried, but was unable, to get a ban on gender-affirming 
healthcare through the Texas legislature this last regular ses-
sion, or in special sessions. 
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Eleven of Oakland’s 80 public schools are being closed, 

merged, or having their programs reduced during the next 
two years. 

Despite massive community protests ranging from hun-
ger strikes to town halls to marches and rallies, two Oakland 
schools, Parker K-8 and Community Day, are on this year’s 
hit list and will be closed in June.  An additional five other 
schools, originally proposed to be closed this year, will be 
closed in June 2023 -- Korematsu, Horace Mann, Brookfield, 
Carl B. Munck and Grass Valley. Rise Community and New 
Highland Academy will be merged in 2022, and Hillcrest and 
La Escuelita will decrease the number of grades they teach. 

Ninety-three percent of the students in the schools sched-
uled for closure are identified as lower-income, English learn-
ers or foster youth, as compared to 80 percent for the district 
as a whole. 43 percent of the students in the targeted schools 
are Black, which is double the percentage in the district as 
a whole. No school which has greater percentage of white 
students than the rest of the district is targeted for closure. 

Poor Magazine and the Homefulness community is part 
of the fight to save the schools including, Parker. Tiny wrote,

“This is a family school, they are tearing families 
apart. We have to make sure this school stays open for K-8 
students. The School Board didn’t do an equity analysis on 
these schools before they put them on a list for closure,” said 
Misty, a warrior known for her work with Moms4Housing 
as she stood outside Parker Elementary School, a powerful 
comeUnity school located in Deep East (Occupied Huchuin) 
Oakland, which along with so many more schools in majority 
Black and Brown neighborhoods are facing the insanity of 
sudden closure .

Oakland is not unique. A number of factors are wrecking 
public schools all over the country. The first is a concerted 
decades-long campaign to privatize public education – in-
cluding vouchers and charter schools. Now using the buzz-
word of “critical race theory” the racist, anti queer/trans, 
pro-prayer-in-school right wing “community” is sick of the 
ideas that could possibly be available in public schools. They 
prefer that old time religion. For over thirty years, legislation 
and court decisions have undermined public education and 
supported “parental choice.” This has bled enrollment from 
public schools and diverted public school funds. 

The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated school under-
funding. In California, public schools were closed for much 
of 2020. Schools attempted to continue education through 
distance learning, generally online. For elementary school 
kids, this meant a loss of school as childcare for working 
parents. Teachers were required to work long hours, often 
doing double shifts to cover online classes. Online learning 
required internet and computers, which oddly enough were 
not as widely available in poor communities, particularly low 
income communities of color. Oakland and other Bay Area 
school districts purchased and distributed laptops to students, 
and in some cases arranged for free or low-rate internet ac-
cess, and this helped improve access, but as of May 2021, 
according to the Public Policy Institute of california, “nearly 
40% of low-income students still lack reliable internet access; 
so do a third of Black and Latino students.” 

When schools reopened by state mandate at the end of 
the summer 2021, the schools had done nothing, or less, to 
improve ventilation or other conditions that might reduce the 
risk of disease.  The now-forgotten omicron outbreak from 
November 2021 to January 2022, led to quarantines and local 
shutdowns, which impacted daily attendance. California’s 
school funding levels depend on average daily attendance 
(ADA), not enrollment. For the current school year, the 
legislature allowed districts to use pre-pandemic attendance. 
But this year’s funding will be based on current attendance. 
While the declines in enrollment and attendance may be 
temporary, the effects of the millions to tens of millions of 
dollars in cuts per school district will cut services, teachers, 
and schools, which will not be easily restored. 

Meanwhile, the state is expected to end this fiscal year 
(June 30 2022) with over ten billion dollars in budget surplus, 
and the state projects even more surplus in the fiscal year 
starting July 1, a surplus that will be so large that money 
may end up creating tax breaks or rebates to the people who 
least need them. 

Community Day is the one school in Oakland available 
to students who have been expelled from other schools. It is 

scheduled to close in June. The school community - students, 
parents, staff and neighbors, have demanded the school be 
kept open, particularly since there will not be time to transi-
tion all of the students to other schools. Zack Haber reported 
that John Yee, president of the OUSD board, is  pushing 
to build housing on the site. Yee and Joshua Simon, a real 
estate developer and a major player in housing policy (read 
YIMBY), visited the site on February 25, without even sign-
ing in at the school. 

Closure of a school is the first condition that must be 
met before a district declares the land to be “surplus” and 
therefore available for sale or lease. The money to be got-
ten from closing a school is a factor the California Board of 
Education recommends in “Closing a School Best Practices 
Guide”, which states that in choosing which school to close, a 
district should consider “Value - if maximizing revenue from 
the sale or lease of surplus schools is integral to decisions 
regarding which school to close, then, of course, a property 
appraisal and assessment of the interests in and proposed 
uses for the property are vital…” 

Daly City Community Garden
The Daly City Community Garden, now scheduled for 

destruction as part of the serramonte del rey (SDR) project, 
is an example of how districts, local government, and real 
estate developers have worked together to turn public school 
properties into market rate housing, sometimes with just 
enough projected “affordable housing” to claim it meets state 
and local requirements. 

In April of last year, the jefferson union high school dis-
trict (juhsd) published a plan to build over 1100 apartments 
on a site that formerly had been occupied by the serramonte 
high school. Serramonte high school was closed in 1981, 
but was briefly reopened in 1993-1995. It then became the 
administration building for the district. A separate project 
to create 122 units of “workforce [staff] housing,” was ap-
proved in 2020 and is being built on a different part of the 
site. Although the staff housing project had been claimed 
as providing 100 percent “affordable” housing, a report by 
Daly City staff found that only 12 units would meet city and 
state requirements. The 1100 newly proposed units are all 
market rate, except for approximately 110 units that would 
be affordable (up to 120 percent of area median income), not 
low income (up to 80 percent of AMI).

Part of this construction project included destroying a 
community garden that had been started in 2001 for juhsd 
students, and developed into a community garden. It is the 
only community garden in daly city. Daly city is a community 
that used to be predominantly working and middle class, and 
which, like the rest of the Bay Area, has been under huge 
gentrification pressure. It is a densely populated area, with a 
large immigrant population. It has one of the smallest “urban 
canopies” (trees) in the area, only 3.5%. The garden has about 
15 percent of the existing trees in daly city and is reported to 
be home to the mission blue butterfly, an endangered species. 
It also contains a natural wetland (bog). 

The gardeners and 4 Daly City have been joined by 
other community groups including the Serramonte Ridge 
Renters Association, JUHSD Alumni for Green Schools, 
Preservation Ancient Traditional Indigenous Lands, Sierra 
Club Loma Prieta Chapter, Pacifica Social Justice, Youth 
vs Apocalypse, the Palestinian Youth Movement and Gay 
Shame, as well as many individual indigenous people. Like 
much of san mateo county, daly city is unceded land of the 
Raymatush Olone people, a people that is not recognized by 
the u.s. government. 

Daly city has an “inclusionary housing ordinance” 
which requires new housing to include 10 percent very low 
income and low income units, that are distributed throughout 
the project, and are built at the same time as the rest of the 
project. The SDR development does not propose any low 
or very low income housing. Ninety percent of the 110 “af-
fordable” units would be located in one plot of the project, 
which is planned to be built at some future date. The project 
has not applied for or obtained any funding for low income 
housing units.  Nonetheless in February the daly city city 
council gave preliminary approval for the project. 

The union for the juhsd employees is strongly supporting 
the project saying it is the only way that teachers will get 

a raise. According to most estimates (the district refuses to 
disclose the finances of the proposal) the district would not 
make any money off the project for at least 10 years after 
approval. The developers and juhsd claim that the garden, 
which they plan to destroy before any more construction takes 
place, will be replaced by double the amount of “green space” 
by which they mean the lawns between buildings. 

This is probably a good time to mention that california 
has a number of laws that are intended to limit cities, coun-
ties and “special districts” from giving away public lands to 
private interests. There are specific restrictions in the educa-
tion code on selling or leasing school property, including 
that land must first be made available for use for low-income 
housing and for park and recreation purposes. Other condi-
tions may be waived by the state department of education. 
Sales or lease of other public lands are supposed to comply 
with california’s “surplus lands act” but enforcement of any 
of these provisions, or the california environmental quality 
act, requires community groups to raise tens of thousands of 
dollars for multi-year lawsuits, while the government entity 
involved defends with public money.

Critics of the juhsd proposal, including us, have pointed 
out that juhsd has not followed the laws in many ways, that 
the project does not meet local or state criteria for affordable 
housing, and that the city gave preliminary approval for 
the project prior to even getting an environmental impact 
report. The city and the juhsd have also failed to provide 
public records.

As with so much that we do, it’s a bambi vs. godzilla 
struggle. The local press is in love with the idea of using 
school land to both fund education and develop more hous-
ing for people who can “afford” $3500-$5000 per month 
rent or more. 

And developers are using these same tactics everywhere, 
often with the same consultants. For example, in san jose, the 
oak grove school district voted this year to sell the former 
Glider Elementary School to developer True Life Compa-
nies for $26.6 million. When the district closed the school 
in 2018, they said they would not sell the land but in 2020 
decided to sell. 

According to the San Jose Spotlight, San Jose community 
advocates have pointed to a specific conflict of interest in the 
deal, since dominic dutra, the school district’s consultant, is 
a real estate agent, and receives a commission from the sale. 
The community has been raising money to fund a lawsuit, 
and are also going to petition the city council to stop the sale. 

Victory on E12th Street
On March 2, the Oakland city council voted 5-3 to stop 

the sale of the public land on East 12th Street to private de-
velopers who planned to build 360 units of predominantly 
market rate housing on the site. The Save E12th Coalition 
formed in 2014. A couple of years later, the East 12th St. Al-
liance formed, and came to include SEIU 1021, California 
Nurses Association, Oakland Education Association, Urban 
Strategies Council, Alliance of Californians for Community 
Empowerment, Causa Justa::Just Cause, Oakland Commu-
nity Organizations, People of Color Sustainable Housing 
Network, and Urban Habitat. In 2016 the Alliance developed 
a “people’s proposal” for the site. Several lawsuits were 
also filed because the proposed project violated california’s 
surplus lands act. 

After the March 2 vote, the Save E12th Coalition sent 
the following email after the victory at city council:

Dear supporters of the Save E12th Coalition!!!
💥 Seven+ years of organizing has paid off!!
💥 Last night the City Council cast a decisive 5 to 3 vote 

denying the 6th extension to the luxury tower development 
on the East 12th St Remainder Parcel, and committing once 
and for all to affordable housing on this public land!!

💥 We started this PUBLIC LAND FOR PUBLIC 
GOOD fight in 2014 and along the way lifted the voices of 
our communities, we organized for Oakland to stem displace-
ment and gentrification, and worked to prioritize dignified 
and affordable housing for those who need it most.

💥 Along the way our efforts inspired the public lands 
policy for Oakland, contributed to improving conditions 
for our houseless neighbors, said no to luxury towers on 
public land, and said yes to maximizing affordable housing 
on E12th St!

💥 It took a lot of us to get here. Neighbors, organizers, 
union reps, legal teams, journalists, architects, landscape 
architects, planners, radical developers, students, movement 
chefs, artists, & entertainers, and city council members all 
worked tirelessly.  

💥 All throughout we always insisted on maximizing 
affordable housing on E12th St and WE WON!! Thank you 
for all of your support over the years!

The city council has not committed to any alternate pro-
posal, and we can be sure that there will be plenty of profiteers 
on the way. But congratulations to Save E12 on their victory!

Close the Schools, House the Rich
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Corruptarado
As always the latest UV is enjoyable and informative.  

As an old gay radical, a veteran of the anti-war movement 
(1965-1975) and an activist for injustice system reform, I am 
happy to see the small article “New Amendment Needed” 
on page 4.

In this state [Colorado], we call it Corruptarado because 
the law is whatever the judge says it is: prison labor is the 
life blood of all its prisons.  From maintenance to kitchen 
workers to laundry workers to para-pros in education, all the 
work is done by prisoners, paid about $.90/day and punished 
if they refuse.  The prisons would be forced to shut down 
if they were forced to stop the slave labor or pay minimum 
wage to the workers.

Two significant national organizations that I am in con-
tact with, sent me great information as to the efforts for aboli-
tion.  I encourage you to contact them and gain knowledge 
and encouragement from the material they send.

Prison Policy Initiative, Andrea Fenster staff attorney, 
PO Box 127, Northampton MA 0160, www.prisonpolicy.org

 Brennan Center for Justice at New York University 
School of Law. Alia Nahra, special assistant, 120 Broadway 
#1750, New York, NY 10271, www.brennancenter.org/

Three years ago, the voters in Corruptarado took the 
“slavery as punishment is just peachy” out of the State con-
stitution.  The gutless legislators wouldn’t touch the issue 
for fear of being called soft on crime.  The change in the 
law was ignored by the CDOC, as was expected.  Slavery as 
usual continues.  So no prisoners, family members and other 
activists realize that we will need another voter action that 
bans slavery as punishment.  One lawyer in Bailey CO filed 
a class action asking for minimum wage but it was denied 
for technical reasons.   Another lawyer in Denver is planning 
to file an action over the work or be punished issue.  But we 
do not know when that will happen.  John Taylor #148535, 
CDOC/Unit FCF, PO Box 999, Canon City CO 81215

The Horrors of Hell
Hello my loving family.  Once again, the ADC [Arkansas 

Dept. of Corrections] showed just how much they ‘cared’ 
for me by putting me on “Preventative Measures” (suicide 
watch).  This is what happened.  I contacted mental health 
because the urge to perform self-surgery on myself had re-
turned for the 3rd time in 4 years.  I felt brave enough to try 
to take matters into my own hands and I wanted to succeed 
this time where I had failed the last 3 times.  I told the coun-
selor that it was in no way a suicide attempt (murder of my 
child making ability maybe but let’s face it that needed to be 
sacrificed!), that I knew what to do and had what I needed to 
do it and I stressed that it was only the urge.  I guess I didn’t 
stress it enough.  The counselor went and spoke to her boss 
and in the boss’s infinite wisdom, I was locked up!

I was told that I was only supposed to be there for 3 days, 
somehow that 3 days turned into 8!  8 days of 24/7 lights; 24/7 
screaming inmates; being woken up every 15-20 minutes.  
And the cream of the crop, I was not allowed a shower until 
the day of my release, and by that time, a city water pipe 
had burst and all we were left with was glacially cold water.  
Yet another thrilling horror show given to you by those who 
think having a badge on their shirt makes them masters over 
all others!  I still want to “operate” but I be damned if I tell 
them that again.  Well, that’s the latest from my corner of hell.  
I would appreciate any correspondence; it gets lonely here 
in hell.  I toast to my true family, my love runs deep.  Long 
days and pleasant nights,  Elaine Moone (James Owens) 
#139166, 300 Corrections Dr. Newport AR 72112

I really need help in Florida with the staff that works in 
the numerous mailrooms of the many prisons of the ‘Florida 
Department of Corruptions’, oops … Corrections! They are 
not allowing me to exercise my rights to receive the LAGAI/
Ultraviolet for all the bogus reasons listed in the rejection 
notices!  But they easily let in supremist materials of all kinds, 
genres and religions!! So in Florida, UV cannot meet any of 
these criteria. Can y’all fix it so we can get it in Florida – 
please?! Peace, love and solidarity for the rainbow. TMC, 
Chipley FL [ed. Note: we did receive many rejections from 
FL and unfortunately do not know how to fix it.  Some of the 
reasons included “articles … threatening bodily harm … 
containing personal info about another inmate … present-
ing a threat to the security of the correctional system.”  Any 
suggestions welcome.]

As a gay man in a federal prison in Canada it’s folks 
like you and the newspaper that keep us in touch with the 
outside LGBT2SQ community. Thank you for allowing us 
the chance to remain normal. JM, Ontario Canada

Hello to my new family. I just received a new issue and 
when I saw my article, “Lost Soul” it made me feel really 
good to see that I could share my words and my story with 
everyone. What you do with this newsletter to help spread 
love and support to all of those who need it.  I’ll cherish every 
newsletter that I get and I hope to make new friends who I 
can connect with and share words of wisdom with each other. 
MP, West Liberty KY

I received the Winter 2022 issue of UltraViolet and it 
was very eye opening.  Its one thing to feel like you’re not 
alone in your struggles but it’s another thing to know. To 
read stories about the hate filled lives of others upset me as 
well as humbled me. That bratty voice saying that “it’s all 
about you and your pain” was instantly silenced.  Giving me 
someone else to feel and fight for!  We have to come together 
to stop this hate, ignorance and injustice! JJ, Saint Louis MI

Hey, I wanted to let you know that I Loved this issue! 
The article by Kate reads like a TV show pilot.  I was and 
am hooked!!! Please write more.  Bo Brown was awesome.  
I wish I could see the documentary. Lisa’s piece was good 
too.  I also made the same connections with BLM and I been 
seeing COP26 on world news and yeah.  That piece about 
the houseless by Toshio and Miya was beautiful! I love the 
calling out of people. I loved the image of eminent domain 
being used to take back land from rich tax-evaders and use 
it to shelter people.  That should be a movie, I’d watch it, a 
feel good story of what or how things could be or should be!  
Thank you for enlightening me.  You are all awesome!!!  I 
got phone time, gotta go………JM, Corcoran CA

Thank you so much for all the wonderful issues you 
sent me.  It doesn’t matter if the newsletters are outdated … 
my mom used to tell me that her unread stack of newspapers 
were still news to her if she hadn’t read them yet.  HA.  That 

works for me.  DP, Ashland KY
Hello family. I get so happy when I get the new UV. I 

write most everyone that gives their address and info.  Each 
person that writes me back is great.  They care about me 
and they keep me strong and full of hope.  I was alone, now 
I am starting to feel better about life.  I am Bi-sexual and I 
really admired the strength that Transgender people have to 
be themselves.  Most people have no idea who they are all 
their lives.  I was a fire-fighter and construction worker most 
of my life.  I’m from a small town so my sexual preference 
was never there.  JP, Lancaster OH

Thank you for the newsletters, but sorry I’m not gay or 
any of the other stuff.  I’m just a straight guy.  Sometimes I 
still read the newsletters anyway and they have really helped 
me to become more accepting of people.  Thank you for that.  
You can remove my name from the list.  WS, PA

Dear friends, brothers and sisters.  I came across a  
few colored peces of paper.  I think they were called “sta-mp-
s???”  Back in the pre 2017-18’s???  God only knows when, 
or if, we’ll ever get real mail like that again.  I figured you 
could use them better than I could, so enjoy!  Stay well and 
safe.  I’m just getting over COVID-#2 and this one was no 
joke!!!   Weakness, fatigue, felt like two 18-wheelers went 
over me and then backed up, about 20 times a day, for the 
last 8 days.  But I’m still grinding on.  Love, peace, Power 
and Resistance!   CT Jones, PA

I am happy to announce my name has been legally 
changed to Joy Brilliant.  I love the woman I am becoming.  
JB, Kingman AZ

Shout out to all my family out there!  Don’t forget you 
are loved, you are unique, you are special and you mean the 
world to me.  Let your lights shine bright ‘cause that’s how 
we see you!  Love David in SC

Hello.  I have transferred and I know that this place is 
a little more lenient than the State.  This is a private facility 
so their rules are different, but it’s really up to who’s working 
in the mailroom.  Child, I’m very close to Pensacola FL and 
I’m from So. Fla. You know a girl is cold up here and these 
men I’ve met so far are colder (smile).  Well, this is all for 
now.  Rosie, Milton FL

I am an F to M trans, incarcerated in TX.  I’ve been a 
political prisoner and activist for 13 years.  As a published 
writer, I’ve been a whistleblower exposing the corruption, 
bribery, abuse, torture, racism and transphobia that exists in 
the female prisons of TX.  I’ve been fighting for justice for 
Trans prisoners in the female units to no avail.  As a Black 
Trans prisoner I have a target on my back that is epic.  Due 
to me exercising my constitutional rights of ‘Freedom of 
speech and press’, the warden and several of her minions 
locked me away in a collusive attempt to suppress me from 
writing articles and filing complaints.  If you can assist me 

in any way possible, please contact me.  I stand tall through-
out this battle and remain positive.  #TransLivesMatter, 
#PrisonLivesMatter, #BlackLivesMatter.  Britney Gulley 
#1601283, Lane Murray Unit, 1916 N Hwy 36 Bypass, 
Gatesville TX 76596

Hi there!  I identify as a gay male and think the news-
letter would be a wonderful resource to share with other 
LGBTQ+ inmates in my facility.  I was conflicted and felt 
so alone and afraid for over 20 years to truly be myself, but 
after therapy and sex offender treatment, I was able to free 
myself.  Thank you so much!  JM, Avenel NJ

Hello to all the members of the “LAGAI” team.  I give 
thanks to everyone for your wonderful work.  I’m grateful 
that you let me know that my message can’t be published 
in Spanish.  Good, by it being like that, I would like you to 
put my name and message in the paper.   I want to send a 
shout out to everyone and all those that receive and read the 
newspaper.  I’m very happy to receive it and even though 
I only know a little English, I like to hear the stories of my 
brothers and sisters.  I’ve been locked up since 2007 and I’ve 
learned to value my life and the lives of others; regardless 
of color, age, sex or nationality.  I have a lot more love and 
respect for my family LGBTQI.  I would like to continue 
getting to know them and finding out more.  My nationality 
is Mexican and my first language is Spanish.  To all those 
who want to get to know me, you are welcomed.  Epigmanio 
Gomez #660899, Kinross C.F. 4533 W Industrial Park Dr. 
Kincheloe MI 49788

Hey now!  I wanted to send you all my thoughts in 
hopes of you all publishing it in your powerful/beautiful and 
authentic newsletter.  I love me some UltraViolet.  Also, I ask 
that you all check out Inmate Link magazine, vol. 1.  I will 
be published in the February edition, as Kool Breeze.  First 
Transwoman to be published in there.   I am going to continue 
daily to reach for the sky so if I fall, I will land among the 
stars!  I ask every last person who is reading this to pursue 
perfection, excellence, happiness, elegance and greatness.  
This is our moment; it’s time to do what’s best for us.  Love 
y’all, we all we got.  Summer the Breeze, Cameron MO

Corruption Exposed
Corcoran CA

I just wanted to share [excerpts from] an article I wrote 
of us prisoners who came together putting our differences 
aside and took this prison to federal court.  Corcoran SATF 
state prison has been deemed a corrupted prison in the federal 
courts and is now being monitored through an installed robo-
system in the whole prison; in the day rooms, the yard, the 
chow hall, the classrooms and work places.  The correctional 
officers are wearing body cameras for the protection of the 
prisoners who were abused and targeted by excessive force 
by corrupted Green Wall officials.  

This took a lot of us prisoners to come together and push 
legal paperwork, working with the Prison Law Office in San 
Quentin and the ACLU to make a change here in Corcoran, 
Kings County CA.   Now the next step is for us prisoners to 
push on the judicial system here to expose the corruption in 
the courts, the corruption in the public defender’s office and 
in the district attorney’s office.

I’ve read a lot of your “Shorts from Inside” in UltraVio-
let.  And I am saddened by the abuses a lot of you from the 
LGBTQ go through in different prisons across the country.  
You are not alone!  Your best weapons to fight back are 
Penal Codes, case laws, constitutional rights, the ACLU 
and the Prison Law Office.  We blew the ‘whistle’ here and 
got results.  Now this prison is being monitored by the feds.  
Come together and fight back with your “mind and voice”; 
with pen and paper through grievances, class actions, law-
suits.  Never give up LGBTQ family and friends and protect 
your human rights!

I’m always open to help anyone with advocacy.  With 
love and respect; in struggle and solidarity; exposing Green 
Wall C.O.’s in corrupted prisons, Angel M Garza #BI7852, 
COR-SATF/G-2-17-4Up, PO Box 5244, Corcoran CA 
93212

Shorts from Inside

By Jessie Milo #P40495, CSP-Corcoran, PO Box 3476, 
Corcoran CA 93212
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By Lisa

I couldn’t make this up if I tried. Florida passed 
a bill that bans any discussion of sexual orientation 
or gender identity in kindergarten through the third 
grade, or “in a manner that is not age-appropriate or 
developmentally appropriate for students” which could 
preclude saying “gay” or LGBTQIAA at any grade 
level. (For more on that news see the mocha column!)  
Are we shocked? Maybe not. 

An excellent article in the independent Florida 
Phoenix provides a round up of how the federal fish and 
wildlife service hatched a plan to reduce or eliminate 
protections for many unique species found in the south-
west including Florida manatees, key deer, and panthers 
and called it “Wildly Important Goals” (WIG). The 
“Goal” was to reduce protections but somehow claim 
that the species were conserved even as they continued 
to slide towards extinction (with over 1000 deaths last 
year, and Florida key deer down to only about 1000 
individuals).  This travesty of double-speak pretend-
ing to be science is not unique in service to the rich 
who crave more sprawl development across the state. 
I recommend checking out the article for a fun but sad 
read: https://floridaphoenix.com/2022/03/10/drive-to-
delist-floridas-diminutive-key-deer-was-pushed-by-
feds-wacky-wig-plan/

Too many drugs and nowhere to hide.  For well 
over a decade, scientists have been finding pharmaceu-
tical contamination in fish and other aquatic species 
and warning that these potent pharmaceuticals which 
are flushed into the environment via industrial waste, 
human and animal sewage could be a hidden cause 
of the global wildlife crisis. The worldwide use of 
drugs which are designed to be biologically active at 
low concentrations has risen rapidly – with billions of 
prescriptions being filled each year-- but too little is cur-
rently known about their effect on the natural world and 
humans who are exposed via drinking water that fails 
to filter out these toxins.  Estrogen from birth control 
pills, progesterone, testosterone, and other hormonally 

Florida is wiggy, wild and drugged out, 
but not in a “gay” way

active pharmaceuticals like anti-depressants, including 
widely used selective serotonin re-uptake inhibitors 
(SSRI), have been shown to affect breeding in fish and 
harm amphibian reproduction. 

A new study out of Florida found 58 different 
pharmaceuticals in 93 fish tested, with a high of 17 
pharmaceuticals in a single fish. The list includes blood 
pressure medications, antidepressants, prostate treat-
ment medications, antibiotics, and pain relievers. They 
also found pharmaceuticals in fish prey—crabs, shrimp 
and other fish—showing that many species are exposed. 
And so are people because conventional wastewater 
treatment in Florida, and really most places, does not 
remove pharmaceuticals. 

While some studies have been done on a some 
species of fish and wildlife that live in aquatic envi-
ronments, the much larger unregulated experiment 
is going on all the time, and no one knows what will 
result from a lifetime exposure to even low levels of 
these pharmaceuticals.

As the study authors note: “Approximately 5 billion 
prescriptions are filled each year in the US, yet there are 
no environmental regulations for the disposal of phar-

maceuticals worldwide. Pharmaceutical contaminants 
originate most often from human wastewater and are 
not sufficiently removed by conventional water treat-
ment. They remain active at low doses, can be released 
constantly, and exposure can affect all aspects of fish 
behavior, with negative consequences for their repro-
duction and survival. Pharmaceutical contaminants 
have been shown to affect all aspects of the life of fish, 
including their feeding, activity, sociability, and migra-
tory behavior.”

The study is described here: https://www.bone-
fishtarpontrust.org/blog/2022-02-02-pharmaceutical-
contaminants-discovered-in-south-florida-bonefish/ 

And it’s not just Florida. A 2011 study in Califor-
nia found pharmaceuticals in groundwater systems 
across the state used for drinking water including the 
Los Angeles basin where recharge and reuse of water 
is common.  And even the feds admit it is a problem 
because most pharmaceuticals pass through water 
treatment plants: https://www.usgs.gov/special-topics/
water-science-school/science/pharmaceuticals-water 

A 2019 study explained: “Little is known about 
how pharmaceutical contaminants effect flora and fauna 
and even less about their potential long-term effects at 
environmental concentrations on humans. There is a 
dearth of specific guidelines and regulations worldwide 
on this topic. To the best of our knowledge, Australia 
is the only country that has formulated guidelines for 
pharmaceuticals in drinking water.” https://pubs.acs.
org/doi/10.1021/acs.chemrev.8b00299  Now you would 
think maybe its time to move to Australia—but they 
have those pesky global warming problems like mas-
sive wildfires, floods and sea level rise.

While the full extent of the risks are unknown, 
it can’t be good. Unfortunately, this is another grand 
experiment of modern times… kind of like spewing 
carbon into the atmosphere for a couple of centuries, 
and now we know how well that turned out.  

There is no Planet B! 

by Tory
On March 3, the ever so sleazy opportunist democratic 

governor of california, gavin newsom, autocratically decreed 
the creation of care courts. CARE is an intensely euphemistic 
acronym -- community assistance, recovery, and empower-
ment The policy, that newsom plans to jam through the 
legislature by June has all the splashy PR associated with his 
upcoming election year rerun for governor. This draconian 
scheme would establish a mental health branch of the superior 
court, mandating treatment for people with substance abuse 
and psychiatric disabilities. Pretty much anyone could peti-
tion to place someone into a care court: family members, first 
responders, social workers, police. Once in the care court the 
person would be forced to go into treatment for substance 
abuse or psychiatric disabilities for up to 24 months. Counties 
would have to provide the services to support the plan. If the 
person refuses to comply with the court ordered treatment, 
criminal proceedings can begin if a law has been broken, or 
the person can be referred for a conservatorship. As usual 
it is directed at people living on the streets and couched in 
obscene declarations of compassion, as though the state has 
ever cared about unhoused people, those who use drugs or 
have psychiatric illnesses. 

There has been an upsurge of disingenuous hand 
wringing by politicians of late over the unhoused, fueled 
by the increasing animosity of the gentrifying wealthy. In 
san francisco and oakland there are regular sweeps of tent 
encampments coupled by calls by astroturfing YIMBYS to 
build more luxury housing, which they insist would end the 
“housing crisis”. People are on the streets because there is 
simply no place to live. People cannot pay the astronomical 
rents. Whole neighborhoods are decimated to make way for 
high end developments. Forty thousand fancy apartments sit 
vacant in san francisco. So the people make do with tents 
until those are stolen by the police. Between 2017 and 2019 
homelessness in SF grew a staggering 17%. As anyone with 
a modicum of common sense knows, the obvious fix for this 
hypocritical-politician-touted crisis is to build good quality 
housing for those with low or no income! Housing is the 
solution to homelessness. 

I am pretty sure that the pressure of this profoundly 
disordered society contributes to the misery, the anxiety, the 
pressure on people. It is no wonder that people use drugs both 
because they want to get high (nothing wrong with that) and 

“I’ve got a little list”
because they are seriously traumatized. Studies repeatedly 
have shown that coercive treatment for psychiatric disabilities 
and substance abuse does not work. What does work is effec-
tive real humane treatment on demand, and actual housing 
(not shelters). It is and should be a choice, a choice to use 
drugs and a choice to get treatment. Incarceration and more 
police are evil, not the answer and only promote community 
disintegration. 

In the last five years, paralleling the relentless growth 
of luxury developments, there has been a push to expand 
conservatorship. In San Francisco in 2018 rafael mandelman, 
a stupervisor with great political fanfare for his deep and 
abiding compassion instituted a pilot project based on a state 
law SB 1045 sponsored by scott wiener, calling for a housing 
conservatorship. This was opposed by civil rights groups and 
advocates for the unhoused, who pointed out that it increased 
police driven 5150s and did not provide any new services. 

At any given moment thousands are on waiting lists for 
shelters and treatment programs. With the rise of interest 
and organizing about the case of the rich and well known 
pop star Britney Spears, people began to understand that to 
be conserved is to lose all agency and decision making over 
one’s life. All a result of this movement, conservatorship as 
a concept lost some of its cachet for the politicians, perhaps 
leading the odious gavin newsom to come up with “care 
courts,” as a slightly different formulation for criminalizing 
poor people forced to live on the streets.

Non profit advocacy groups such as the ACLU and Dis-
ability Rights California are objecting. 

Kath Rodgers with the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Southern California says forcing people into treatment 
could violate their civil rights. “Why are we turning to 
coercive treatment when people still don’t have access to 
voluntary treatment and permanent housing resources? So 
this is really a false choice, We don’t need to choose between 
coercive treatments and letting people die on the street. That’s 
a false dichotomy.”

This represents the democratic party version of the rising 
world wide fascism: build expensive housing developments, 
enriching the developers and the real estate industry, incar-
cerate the poor people all while pretending great caring and 
compassion. We must build our movement and fight it with 
everything we’ve got.

So here is my little list for the care court
•  gavin Newsom - intransigent psychopathic opportunist 
•  scott wiener - pathological delusion about being gay and 

crimes against the people
•  elon musk and jeff bezos – megalomania
•  rafael mandelman – inability to tell the truth
•  joe biden – self-deception and psychopathic military 

attachment
•  all the mayors
•  and so many more

END THE PATRIARCHIY
HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT

Freedom
My name is Juicy queen bee, it’s been a while since I 

wrote an article and I felt compelled to write this after reading 
UltraViolet and other LGBTQIA newsletters and magazines.  
The same issues are happening and I think of Abolition and 
Liberation which represents freedom and wanting to get 
freedom.  I believe the time is now to believe and fight for 
the change.  We must not be afraid of the hate and shade that 
comes our way because [of] our life style.  We have the right 
to be free, live your life and mess with whomever.  We must 
continue to fight to get more freedom and abolish the hate 
abuse sex stereotypes in prison.

In November, the [parole] board decision was given to 
me granting parole December 22nd 2021.  Well, here is the 
truth.  I’m living this life to be happy and now I am free to 
live my life happy and I want to leave all inmates in PA with 
this.  I didn’t have jail support but still made parole because 
I comply with parole recommendations and gave a good 
interview.  Never give up and continue to be you and live 
your life no matter the hate or discrimination. The DOC will 
throw every trick in the book at you and all you have to do is 
survive and don’t allow them to break you.  Live your Life!  
William Coward , former inmate in PA [congratulations 
from all of us at UV]
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by Chaya and Deni

MOVIE/TV REVIEWS
THE LOST DAUGHTER (Netflix) Actor Maggie 

Gyllenhaal made her directorial debut, wrote the screenplay 
and co-produced this film. While vacationing alone on a 
Greek island, Leda, a college professor, meets Nina whose 
young child is lost. Leda finds the child and brings her back. 
Nina tells Leda that she’s exhausted and unhappy, triggering 
memories for Leda of her own difficult struggles when her 
two daughters were young, and sparking some odd behavior. 
It’s a very psychological film exploring social roles, expecta-
tions, choices and consequences. That’s all we can tell you 
without giving too much away. Olivia Colman (Broadchurch, 
The Crown, and The Favourite—winning Best Actress Oscar) 
is always terrific. She heads a strong cast including Jessie 
Buckley, Dakota Johnson, Ed Harris and Peter Sarsgaard. 
It was rated highly by critics but not so much by audience 
survey. We liked a lot of it, though found it a bit slow. Col-
man was excellent as always, and Gyllenhaal did a good job 
directing. Chaya thought much of it was creepy and/or more 
disturbing than she would have liked. Deni thought some of 
it was pretentiously psychological. Still, we’re glad we saw 
it and the subject matter deserves some attention. 

WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT COSBY (Showtime) 
Bill Cosby had enormous influence on the lives of Black 
people as a groundbreaking entertainer and a huge impact 
on culture in general. With this in mind, Oakland comedian/
commentator Kamau Bell made a documentary exploring the 
feelings and reactions of many to the “news” that Bill Cosby 
had been a scheming drugger, rapist and sexual assaulter of 
women throughout his career. Among the people interviewed 
in this 4-part documentary series are many women who were 
drugged, raped and sexually assaulted by Cosby; people 
who worked with him; comedians and actors; and educators, 
therapists and other professionals who all offered profound 
reflections. Bell takes us through the development of Cosby’s 
decades-long career, from comedian to actor to educator 
(particularly aimed at children to just say no to drugs). 
Cosby’s influence and power grew over time as his career 
flourished. He embraced his identity as a Black person and 
helped dispel stereotypes about Black people. In 1965, when 
Cosby starred in I Spy, he refused to allow a white stuntman 
covered in black paint to be his double, and the first Black 
stunt player in Hollywood was hired. He became a cultural 
influencer and got the iconic nickname “America’s Dad” 
for his role as the father in The Cosby Show. A lot of people 
who worked on The Cosby Show knew he was a notorious 
“philanderer” but his career as an assaulter of women was 
generally ignored despite numerous women coming forward 
over the decades with their stories of rape and assault. 

The analyses and commentaries were insightful and 
hard-hitting, including a look at the widespread criticism of 
Cosby from the progressive Black community after his 2004 
“Pound Cake” speech criticizing the Black community 
for clothes and “lifestyle choices.” In the 2005 book ‘Is 
Bill Cosby Right? Or Has the Black Middle Class Lost Its 
Mind?’ Michael Eric Dyson said Cosby built up years of 
mainstream credibility by ignoring race in his comedy rou-
tines and in his tv programs, but in the “Pound Cake” speech 
he chose to address the issues of race by putting down poor 
Black people rather than by defending them. The series was 
excellent and Kamau’s personal, humorous, skillful way of 
combining elements really worked. Showtime’s promos ask 
the question: “How do we reconcile everything we knew 
about Bill Cosby with what we now know?” How could 
this “humanitarian” use his power to be a vicious predator 
of women? Not a hard question for us to answer: very easily. 

POWER OF THE DOG  Despite the accolades for 
Benedict Cumberbatch’s performance, we read the plot syn-
opsis and decided we could skip the 2-hour portrayal of toxic 
masculinity. The 24/7 exposure we get seems like enough. 

TICK, TICK . . . BOOM! We watched 10 minutes and 
couldn’t stand it even though Deni likes Andrew Garfield. 
Frenetic, stupid, annoying movie about Jonathan Larson, 
creator of Rent who died of AIDS the night before the show 
opened on Broadway. 

DON’T LOOK UP Somewhat long and uneven but 
often hilarious and touching with some very clever writing, 
this satirical film got panned by lots of critics. We like our 
friend Amanda’s attitude toward it: suspend scientific and 
other critical faculties and just enjoy a lot of laughter. Good 
cast with the wonderful Jennifer Lawrence as an astronomy 
grad student (Kate) and Leonardo DiCaprio as her professor 
(Randall), and costarring such luminaries as Meryl Streep, 
Jonah Hill, Cate Blanchett, Tyler Perry, Mark Rylance and 
Melanie Lynskey. When Kate discovers a comet hurtling 
imminently toward a direct collision with earth, she and 
the prof try to get the world to care. Clearly fronting for a 
climate change apocalypse, the astronomical results seem 
to turn out as well as current attempts to limit/affect climate 
change. Some critics called it smug and heavy-handed but 
we liked watching something funny that skewered the “bad 
guys” ruling our worlds.

SORRY WE MISSED YOU (review by Cole) (dir. Ken 

Loach). Although this film is anything but a date movie, 
you won’t want to miss it.  The filmmaker portrays the 
harrowing impact survival in the gig economy presents for 
a British working class family.

As a poignant reminder of the Thatcher government’s 
devastation of the once effective National Health Service, 
the viewer sees Abby (Debbie Honeywood) struggle to 
provide quality home health care to her clients in the 
face of the horrendous parameters established by her 
employer. Abby is confronted with the impossible task of 
balancing the welfare of her patients, her family and her-
self. Meanwhile, her husband Ricky (Charles Richmond) 
works as a purported independent contractor for a delivery 
service modeled after Uber. The unrealistic productivity 
quotas combined with the heartless treatment afforded to 
the employees crushes him. Both adults work 12+ hours 
six days a week; the impact of that schedule has predict-
able negative consequences on the ability to raise their two 
children. The deterioration of the family’s relationships is 
particularly painful to observe in light of the glimpses of 
happy times that the film offers. The acting is strong and 
the story is engaging.

Britain had a strong and frequently successful labor 
movement; Loach gives us a stark portrait of how the move-
ment’s gains are being eroded (however, see Bits & Pieces 
for some good news about Britain). The film is available 
on Kanopy, the statewide free library streaming service.

THIS STAINED DAWN This Stained Dawn is a 
documentary about feminist organizing in Pakistan, focus-
ing on the annual Aurat March (Urdu for Women’s March). 
Begun in 2018, it’s held in many Pakistani cities in conjunc-
tion with March 8 International Women’s Day. Filmmaker 
Anam Abbas is a Pakistani/Canadian producer, director and 
cinematographer; this is her first feature documentary as 
a director. The film documents the march’s 2020 organiz-
ing, planning, outreach, internal leadership discussion and 
analysis, and political/physical attacks on the march and 
marchers from Pakistan’s state, media and radical religious 
right. Issues include fighting for women’s economic and 
health rights, women’s safety in the home and streets, gen-
der and transgender protective legislation and recognition 
of rights. The film is “not just about ‘the Aurat March,’ but 
about the act of political organizing itself.” (Human Rights 
Watch) There were so many inspiring moments: an early 
meeting with local women to elicit their needs and con-
cerns and hear their fears, criticisms, and excitement about 
the feminist politics behind the march was memorable; 
the internal strategy sessions and comaraderie among the 
women; the amazing music, dance and art that were part of 
the organizing and marches. Animation, surveillance foot-
age, and historical archive contributed to tracing a history 
of state suppression of women’s resistance in Pakistan and 
to highlighting the importance of current struggles. 

NO SUDDEN MOVE A 2021 Soderbergh thriller set 
in 1954 Detroit. The complicated plot has many twists and 
turns and a large great ensemble cast including the always 
excellent Don Cheadle, Benicio del Toro, Kieran Culkan 
(Deni’s been enjoying him in the series Succession), and 
Frankie Shaw (Deni loved her in SMILF). Fun diversion.

BITS AND PIECES
NIGHT KNIGHT (by Cole) HM Queen Elizabeth 

II has recently bestowed a knighthood on former prime 
minister Tony Blair (the Order of the Garter, no less, the 
most prestigious in the hierarchy of honors). UV readers no 
doubt remember Blair as the principal architect of Britain’s 
participation in the Gulf Wars; happily, many Brits share 
that recollection and don’t wish to see his perfidy swept un-
der the rug. As of this writing, 1,000,000 Brits have signed 
an online petition calling for revocation of the knighthood.

WHAT’S KAP UP TO THESE DAYS? 
Part of Colin Kaepernick’s Know Your Rights Camp 

program includes a new Autopsy Initiative that offers 
free and objective second autopsies performed by board-
certified forensic pathologists in police-related death cases. 
The Initiative will provide families with independent, ac-

curate, verifiable information about the cause of death. Kap 
said, “the prison industrial complex, which includes police 
and policing, strives to protect and serve its interests at all 
costs.” Kap still does a professional-level workout every day 
in case the racist billionaire NFL team owners have a sudden 
change of mind.

NO DONUT
A judge dismissed a lawsuit by 6 Palo Alto cops claim-

ing harassment for being “forced” to walk past a 2020 BLM 
mural featuring Assata Shakur. The mural was commissioned 
by the city to commemorate protests against George Floyd’s 
murder. The cops alleged discrimination but the judge said 
police “are not a protected class.” Yeah!

NO BANS NO CENSORS 
There’s bad news and good news in the world of book 

banning and censorship in the US. According to GLAAD, 
what sets 2022 apart from past incidents of book banning 
is the number of parent/community attempts to target 
books in schools and libraries about people of color and 
LGBTQ. Queer Black author Michael Arcenaux said in The 
Week, “Book banning ... is targeting authors who deal with 
race, sexuality, and gender, and it’s moving with a fervency 
that should alarm not only anyone concerned about the 
plight of authors but ultimately anyone worried about how 
American history is taught, because this is an effort to erase 
some of us from sharing our stories… about Blacks folks and 
other marginalized groups….” The Jan 25 Amsterdam News 
said since September 2021 at least 230 challenges were made 
against Black-authored books. As of mid-February, 69 anti-
LGBTQ school policy bills have been proposed in various 
states; some propose banning LGBTQ books from school 
districts, others ban even discussion of sexual orientation or 
gender identity in class. Florida’s recently passed ‘Don’t Say 
Gay’ bill would limit what educators can teach about sexual 
orientation and gender identity and these lessons “may not 
occur in kindergarten through grade 3 or in a manner that 
is not age-appropriate or developmentally appropriate for 
students in accordance with state standards.” Gag. The bill 
just needs the governor’s signature and he supports it. As a 
former public elementary school teacher (1st-4th grades), 
Deni is incensed by this, remembering her LGBTQ students 
in the 1990s-2011, struggling with their sexuality, gender, 
some living with queer parents/families or with families 
that rejected/despised them, and how important it was for 
these students to have out classroom support and LGBTQ 
curriculum mandated by the SF school district.

Ready for some good news? Responding to the Florida 
law, thousands of students walked out of schools chanting 
“We Say Gay!” when the law was passed. Walk-outs have 
continued in various Florida schools. Will Larkins, a Winter 
Park High School student/protest organizer said, “This isn’t 
going to stop…. If this passes, there will be protests every-
where.” Jack Petocz, a high school walkout participant in 
Palm Coast, was told by his principal that he wasn’t allowed 
to hand out Pride flags to marchers. He did it anyway (Go 
Jack!) and was suspended. In Texas, another book banning 
state, students have formed book clubs to read “banned 
books” and are attending school board meetings to fight for 
the freedom to read what they want. One of the books they’re 
reading is Kalynn Bayron’s recently banned queer, Black 
teenage coming-of-age novel “Cinderella is Dead.” Houston 
area 17-year-old Gabrielle Izu, an Asian American, Black and 
Latinx bisexual student, saw herself reflected in the book and 
said, “It felt like my identity was seen as dangerous because 
of the banning of a story like that. What about my story? 
Am I seen as a bad influence? Am I seen as something that 
should be shamed?”

Non-binary Texas student Cameron Samuels said they 
were upset by the temporary removal of the novel “New Kid,” 
which explores how discrimination impacts Black students 
in a mostly white school. The novel comforted them when 
they felt isolated as one of the few students at their school 
who use they/them pronouns. Solidarity to all fighting these 
racist and anti-queer attacks!

SHOUT OUT TO WORKER/UNION VICTO-
RIES AT: Arizona Starbucks—the 3rd to unionize, NY-
Times tech workers (despite management’s aggressive anti-
union pressure), REI New York, Kellogg contract settlement 
with “no take-aways, no concessions,” Vodeo Workers United 
(first video game workers union), Art Institute of Chicago. 
Hoping for upcoming victories at Amazon Staten Island and 
Bessemer AL!!

GOOD FOR THE GOOSE/GANDER (too binary?)  
When White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki told 

reporters that Ukrainians have the right to resist Russian oc-
cupation by any means necessary, tweets rang out. “She did 
a great job getting this on record,” tweeted FairVote Senior 
Policy Advisor Ryan Suto. “This administration *supports* 
resistance of occupation. Good to know. #FreePalestine.” 

WOOF WOOF NEIGH WOOF WOOF NEIGH WOOF 

The MOCHA Column
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by Kate
How did Ukraine end up being the spark that started 

what could be World War III, World War Last, the End of the 
World, or a momentary conflagration en route to a New New 
World Order? Even though my mother’s family were techni-
cally from Ukraine (Kiev and Odessa), they spoke Russian 
and as far as I knew, considered themselves Russian, and 
emigrated to get away from the Tsar. And until I was thirty, 
Ukraine was part of the Soviet Union, so I never had any 
reason to know or care about its specific history or culture. 
And in this, I am far from alone. Now we are all scrambling 
to make up for lost time.

Ukraine, which means “at the edge” or “borderland” 
in Slavic (the root language of current Bulgarian, Serbian, 
Croatian, Bosnian, Slovenian, Macedonian, Czech, Slovak, 
Polish, Belorusian, Russian and Ukrainian (also Sorbian, 
spoken by 30,000 people in Germany and Kashubian, spoken 
by 3,000 people in Poland), is the second largest country in 
Europe by area, and until a few weeks ago, had a popula-
tion of 43 million people (for reference, California has 40 
million). In 1991, when it declared independence from the 
Soviet Union, its population was 52 million, making it the 
second largest Soviet republic after Russia.

It is one of the most fertile countries in the world, also 
one of the poorest and most polluted. It has borders with 
Poland, Belarus, Russia, Slovakia, Hungary, Moldova, 
Romania, Bulgaria and Georgia as well as the Black Sea 
and the Sea of Azov. The 600-mile Dnieper River has major 
hydroelectric dams. The Crimean peninsula, annexed to 
Russia in 2014, had the most beautiful beaches in the Soviet 
Union, as well as the USSR’s largest warm water naval port 
in Sevastopol. According to Keith Gessen, writing in The 
Guardian, “Without Ukraine’s population, industry and 
agriculture, early-20th-century Russia would have ceased 
to be a great power.”

Modern humans arrived in Ukraine around 32,000 BCE, 
preceded by the Neanderthals. Ukraine is considered to be the 
likely location for the domestication of the horse. From the 
6th century BC, Greek, Roman, and Byzantine colonies were 
established on the north-eastern shore of the Black Sea. It 
was then dominated by the Goths, the Huns, and the Khazars 
and eventually the Slavs moved down from the Carpathian 
mountains into the territory encompassing modern Ukraine, 
Belarus and much of Russia into a state known as Kyivan 
Rus’. In the tenth and eleventh centuries, Kyivan Rus’ was 
the most powerful state in Europe.

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, most of the ter-
ritory was claimed by the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (who 
knew?), which transferred it to the Kingdom of Poland in the 
late sixteenth century. There were also periodic invasions by 
Crimean Tatars, a primarily Muslim, Turkic speaking people 
on the Crimean peninsula. The Russian empire conquered 
the Crimean Khanate in the late eighteenth century.

The Cossacks
In the fifteenth century a new military group formed in 

the central steppes of Ukraine. They were called “Kazaks,” 
which meant “free man” or “adventurer.” They developed 
a radically democratic organizational structure, centered 
around a general assembly called the “rada.” Today, 
Ukraine’s parliament is the Rada. The Cossacks’ elected lead-
ers were “hetman.” The Cossack Hetmanate, as they became 
known, fought against Tatar and Turkish invaders, often with 
the support of the Polish government, but when they weren’t 
doing that, the government was highly suspicious of their 
radical democratic tendencies. Government repression led to 
a series of Cossack revolts, sometimes joined by the Tatars. 
The Cossacks became militantly pro-Orthodox, in opposition 
to the Polish Uniate Catholic leadership, and “vented their 
fury on those they associated with Polish tyranny and social 
oppression—landlords, officials, Latin and Uniate clergy, 
and Jews.” Hence the hostility between Cossacks and Jews, 
immortalized in Fiddler on the Roof.

In the early Soviet years, Ukraine, as the second largest 
republic and primary source of food, was heavily targeted 
by Stalin’s collectivization strategy. Unrealistic quotas for 
production of grain and other staples were imposed, and harsh 
penalties were exacted for failing to meet them. In 1932 and 
1933, millions of Ukrainians died in a famine which became 
known as the Holodomor – “murder by hunger.” 

During World War II, most Ukrainians fought as part of 
the Soviet army. Of the 8.6 million Soviet troops killed in 
the war, over 40% were Ukrainian. However, two indepen-
dent armies, the Ukrainian Liberation Army (ULA) and the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), formed. The UPA fought 
both the Soviets and the Nazis, but at times also allied with 
the Nazis, while the ULA fought alongside the Nazis. This 
led to heavy repression of Ukraine after the war, with “Rus-
sification” – relocation of millions of Russian and other 
nationalities into Ukraine, as well as deportations of up to 
20% of the Ukrainian population to Siberia and other parts 
of the USSR.

The Jews
In the late 19th century, around three million Jews lived 

in Ukraine, representing a little over a quarter of the world’s 
Jewish population. Many had already emigrated by World 
War II, but of those who remained, the majority, around 1.5 
million, were killed after the Nazis occupied Ukraine in 1941. 
Nearly all of them were shot, rather than deported to camps. 
Non-Jewish Ukrainians, and the Ukrainian armed forces, 
largely collaborated. The largest single massacre of Jews by 
the Nazis occurred at Babi Yar, where 33,000 were shot in 
one day and buried in mass graves.

Of the nearly one million Ukrainian Jews who survived, 
most left after the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, the ma-
jority, sadly, for israel. However, several hundred thousand 
remain, and Dnepepetrovsk boasts the largest Jewish com-
munity center in the world, a 538,000 square foot, “seven 
towered” (whatever that means) building museum and cul-
tural center which opened in 2012 with funding from two 
Ukrainian Jewish bankers. One of the two financiers, Ihor 
Kolomoyskyy, is the 1941st richest billionaire in the world, 
according to Forbes. On March 5, 2022, he was “designated” 
by u.s. secretary of state anthony blinken as an “oligarch” 
“involved in corrupt acts that undermined rule of law and 
the Ukrainian public’s faith in their government’s democratic 
institutions and public processes.” His wife and two children 
were also “designated,” which makes them ineligible to enter 
the u.s. In addition to Ukrainian citizenship, he holds Cypriot 
and israeli citizenship. 

The other benefactor of the Menorah Center, also a 
billionaire and also implicated in shadowy dealings, is the 
president of the “Ukrainian Jewish community,” but holds 
Cypriot, british and israeli citizenship, while residing in Ge-
neva, switzerland. In 2014, he funded an educational center 
for Jewish history in a hall excavated under Jerusalem’s 
Muslim Quarter.

Okay.

Independence and the Orange 
Revolution

The Ukrainian Rada (parliament) declared independence 
from the Soviet Union in August 1991, and that was rati-
fied by a referendum in December. A reported 84% of the 
electorate participated in the referendum, with 93% of those 
voting in favor. However, only 55% of ethnic Russians in the 
country voted in favor.

Ukraine, as we can see, has historical divisions, along 
ethnic, linguistic, religious and political lines, which were 
both suppressed and used by the Soviet leadership. During 
the early Soviet period, the government encouraged the 
revitalization of the Ukrainian language, which is distinct 
from but closely related to Russian. Later, under Stalin’s Rus-
sification policy, it was discouraged, though never outlawed. 
Even before that time, urban elites used Russian to separate 
themselves from the rural “provincial” classes.

After independence in 1991, Ukrainian was declared 
the official language and the constitution required 80% of 
schools to teach in it. In 2012, there was an actual brawl 
in the Rada over a proposed bill making Russian a second 
official language. Typically, schools in the eastern, heavily 
Russian areas taught in Russian and western schools taught 
Ukrainian. However, many who grew up under the Soviet 
Union don’t speak Ukrainian well or at all.

Ukrainian elections, unlike in some of the other former 
soviet republics, have been competitive. Presidential elec-
tions have tended to be won by a few percentage points, with 
frequent accusations of corruption. Numerous political of-
ficials have been murdered, and often the incumbent president 
has been accused of ordering or at least condoning them.

One of these contested elections, in 2004, led to the 
“Orange Revolution,” as a result of which Viktor Yuschenko 
became president. Yuschenko was head of the Our Ukraine 
party, a nationalist anti-corruption party which favored closer 
cooperation with the European Union and NATO. Rival Vik-
tor Yanukovych “accused Yushchenko, whose father was a 
Red Army soldier imprisoned at Auschwitz, of being a Nazi, 
even though Yushchenko actively reached out to the Jewish 
community in Ukraine and his mother is said to have risked 
her life by hiding three Jewish girls for one and a half years 
during the Second World War.” (Wikipedia) In September 
2004, in the midst of the campaign, Yuschenko became 
violently ill and was flown to Vienna for treatment. They 
found high levels of dioxin in his blood. Yuschenko and other 
opposition leaders suspected the Ukrainian government, and 
possibly its backers in Russia, of poisoning him.

One of Yuschenko’s strongest allies at the time of the 
Orange Revolution was Yulia Tymoshenko, who was elected 
Prime Minister by the Rada, her second stint in the post. 
After only a few months, she fell out with Yuschenko and 
was replaced as prime minister, but won it again in 2007. In 
2010, she narrowly lost the presidency to Viktor Yanukovych, 
who wanted to pursue closer relations with Russia and move 
further from the European Union. When she refused to accept 
the election results, she was removed as prime minister by 

a vote of no confidence, and subsequently, in 2011, arrested 
on corruption charges – ironically, in part for buying natural 
gas from Russia at inflated prices. She was released during 
the 2014 “Maidan Square” protests, when as part of an agree-
ment to resolve the uprising, the statute under which she was 
convicted was decriminalized. Tymoshenko’s imprisonment 
was one of the factors which stalled the planned European 
Union-Ukraine Association Agreement, which was approved 
by the EU member states and the Ukrainian cabinet in 2013. 
As part of the final approval of the agreement, the EU had 
insisted on Tymoshenko’s release to seek medical treatment 
abroad. The same week that Tymoshenko asked the EU to 
withdraw the demand for her release so that the agreement 
could go forward, the government of Viktor Yanukovych 
withdrew its support and announced that it would instead 
pursue a three-way trade agreement with the EU and Russia.

The Maidan Square Uprising
Massive protests erupted in Ukraine in 2014, partly 

influenced by the Arab Spring and the worldwide surge of 
pro-democratic activism including Black Lives Matter. The 
uprising began with student protests against Yanukovych’s 
refusal to sign the association agreement with the EU. The 
severe repression of the protesters by police in Kyiv led to a 
nationwide rebellion. According to the anarchist think tank 
crimethinc (one of the best things out there, check them out 
at crimethinc.com):

“The Russian government presents it as a Nazi coup, 
a US State Department project, and so on. The protesters 
themselves were a motley crowd: far-right activists with 
their symbols, liberal leaders talking about European values 
and European integration, ordinary Ukrainians who went 
out against the government, a few leftists. Anti-oligarchic 
sentiments dominated among the protesters, while oligarchs 
who did not like Yanukovych financed the protest because he, 
along with his inner circle, tried to monopolize big business 
during his term.”

Yanukovich fled to Russia in 2014, and his supporters 
put up posters and held rallies denouncing the new interim 
government as a “Jewish clique” seeking to defend the inter-
ests of wealthy Jews, and mount a “Zionist coup.” 

Within two weeks, Russian troops and paramilitaries 
entered Crimea, which was culturally and linguistically 
predominately Russian. Russian president Vladimir Putin 
organized a snap referendum in Crimea, and used the posi-
tive result as an excuse to annex Crimea. At the same time, 
Russian separatists in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions (col-
lectively called the Donbas) took over government buildings 
and proclaimed independent “people’s republics.” Putin sent 
Russian troops to support their claims, who have remained 
in the region ever since. crimethinc states, “in our opinion, 
disinformation played a key role in generating the armed 
conflict: some residents of Donetsk and Lugansk were scared 
that they would be killed, so they took up arms and called 
for Putin’s troops.”

In 2008, Russia had invaded Georgia, and supported the 
declaration of independence by two regions, Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia. No other countries have recognized Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia as independent. Russian troops have stayed 
in Georgia for the past thirteen years, with periodic bloodshed 
and virtually no one outside the region paying attention. In 
Moldova, Russian troops supported a brief uprising in 1992, 
resulting in the establishment of a tiny autonomous Russian 
speaking republic called Transnistria. 

After the Maidan movement, known as the “Dignity 
Revolution” in Ukraine, Pyotr Poroshenko was elected presi-
dent. After campaigning on an anti-corruption platform and 

saying that there was too little support to pursue an alliance 
with NATO, Poroshenko, one of Ukraine’s wealthiest busi-
nessmen, proved as corrupt as any other Ukrainian president. 
As part of his plan for peace in the beleaguered eastern region, 
he did support greater regional and local autonomy and op-
posed increasing federal and presidential powers. He also 
backed nationalist agendas like laws requiring a majority of 
radio broadcasts to be in Ukrainian and regulating the amount 
of education which can be conducted in other languages. 
Notably, education at the secondary level was restricted to 
“official languages of the European Union,” which does not 
include Russian.

In 2014, Poroshenko announced plans to pursue “NATO 
integration,” saying that Russian aggression in Crimea and 
the Donbas had proven that “the nonalignment status of 
Ukraine proclaimed in 2010 couldn’t guarantee our security 
and territorial integrity.” He also signed a decree banning 43 
international journalists as threats to the country’s security.

Zelenskyy and Beyond
Volodymyr Zelenskyy was elected Ukraine’s sixth 

president in 2019 with a surprising 73% of the vote. He’s 
a former comedian and television star, having played the 
president of Ukraine for three years in a show called “Servant 
of the People.” When he entered politics, he created a party 
of the same name. He mostly campaigned via social media, 

Ukraine: What Do We Know? What Can We Do?

reproduced from Mondoweiss.net

continued on page 8
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including YouTube. Like most of his predecessors, he cam-
paigned on an anti-corruption, anti-establishment platform, 
espousing “libertarianism” and “something between liberal 
and socialist views.” 

He promised to pursue peace with Russia. He ostensi-
bly supports the free distribution of medical cannabis, free 
abortion in Ukraine, and the legalization of prostitution and 
gambling. He is the country’s first Jewish president. He sup-
ports the ongoing “decommunization” of Ukraine but says 
he opposes the manner in which it has been done recently, 
and opposes nationalist legislation and attempts to suppress 
the Russian language.

The October 2021 Pandora Papers revealed that Zelen-
skyy and his chief aide and the head of the Security Service 
of Ukraine Ivan Bakanov operated a network of offshore 
companies in the British Virgin Islands, Cyprus, and Belize. 
Zelenskyy said he had sold his interest in the companies 
but apparently members of his family continue to receive 
income from them. With his peace plan for the east scuttled 
and his approval ratings down to 21%, Zelenskyy turned to 
the tried and true Ukrainian tactic of prosecuting political 
rivals, including Poroshenko, who was charged with treason 
in January. (Tymoshenko was arrested a few days ago on 
orders of a judge in her 2010 trial.)

The War
As of this day, two and a half weeks since Russia invaded 

Ukraine, 2.6 million people have fled their homes. The largest 
number have gone to Poland, which like other neighboring 
countries, suspended visa requirements and border controls 
for Ukrainians. Except if those Ukrainians are Black, in 
which case they may wait hours or days at the border. being 
cared for by a network of African students who mobilized 
under the hashtags #AfricanInUkraine and #BlackInUkraine 
and the organization Black Women for Black Lives. 

About 20,000 Indian students in Ukraine have also re-
ported harassment and discrimination at the borders.

LGBTQI Ukrainians are also not thrilled about being 
refugees in Poland, which a 2020 survey by the International 
Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA) ranked as the most 
homophobic country in Europe. Jaroslaw Kaczynski, the 
leader of Poland’s governing Law and Justice party, has 
called homosexuality a “threat to Polish identity, to our na-
tion, to its existence, and thus to the Polish state.”

Jews who know that most of the Jews who managed to 
escape from Nazi camps in Poland were killed not by the 
Nazis but by Polish civilians or police are also not thrilled 
about seeking asylum there now. The Law and Justice Party 
has also made it against the law to talk about that history 
or to refer to the Nazi camps in Poland as “Polish camps.” 
Romania and Hungary don’t seem much better. 

No one who reads UltraViolet needs me to tell them 
that the u.s. is not the defender of freedom and democracy 
around the world. Hopefully no one needs me to remind them 
that vladimir putin is not a communist, is in fact probably 
a billionaire, and is not trying to undermine capitalism as 
much as to make sure he and his friends can profit from it. 
As the Russian group Feminist Anti-War Response reminds 
us, “The current war … is also fought under the banner of 
the “traditional values” … [which] include gender inequality, 
exploitation of women, and state repression.”

Putin may or may not be more power-mad than biden 
but it is pretty clear that he miscalculated when he decided 
that this was the time to try to seize Ukraine. His response 
has been bigger and potentially more lethal weapons – 
“thermobaric,” or “vacuum bombs,” and blowing up nuclear 
power plants, eliminating independent media and attempting 
to curtail dissent. According to trans and queer activist and 
journalist Masha Gessen (Keith’s sibling, for those keeping 
track), who went back to Moscow just before the invasion, 
describes seeing police in combat gear dragging women into 
buses, and no one watching. It’s a crime punishable by fifteen 
years in prison to refer to the conflict as a ”war.” Every one 
of the more than 13,000 people who have been arrested at 
protests in Russia since the war began faces decades in prison, 
and while most of them will probably not receive that – they 
can’t, some of them surely will. 

Gessen also points out that u.s. sanctions “matches the 
working definition of insanity. Sanctions is the thing that nev-
er works, that the United States and other Western countries 
try over and over again expecting a different outcome.…The 
idea that sanctions could possibly change Putin’s behavior, 
or motivate the elites or the masses to coalesce and protest 
and overthrow Putin is wrong. It is demonstrably wrong.”

What Is To Be Done?
Does one ever write anything about Russia without that 

line? Maybe not, but it’s pretty damn relevant right now. 
Sanctions don’t work, no one wants to see u.s. intervene 
militarily or even necessarily fund Ukrainian weapons, 
and it’s not comforting to hear that Germany is massively 
increasing its defense spending and rethinking its opposition 
to nuclear power. 

It’s hard to see the outpourings of love for Ukrainian 
Molotov cocktails launched at Russian tanks, while knowing 

that Palestinians throwing stones at israeli tanks are cast 
as terrorists by the same viewers. When I read instructions 
on Facebook for how to book an airbnb in Kyiv, with no 
plans to go there, as a way of getting money directly into 
the hands of besieged Ukrainians, I wonder, could this have 
been a tactic in Gaza for the last fifteen years? And why 
didn’t anyone think of it? I get daily reports of the welfare 
and struggles of a Ukrainian cockatoo owner from a friend 
in an international cockatoo support group. Would we feel a 
stronger connection with Syrians if we knew they had pets?

When Polish mothers leave strollers in a Krakow train 
station for use by Ukrainian arrivals, I wonder how they 
would feel if they knew that any of their strollers were 
being used by queer parents, whose adoptions are illegal 
in Poland. 

But I take inspiration from my Palestinian friends, who 
while concerned that Jewish Ukrainians being transported 
to israel may become settlers in the West Bank, have mostly 
been unsparing in their outpouring of encouragement for 
the resisters. They post photos of a mural with the image 
of Hanthala, the Palestinian refugee child drawn by the 
cartoonist Naji al-Ali, with signs proclaiming, “Support 
Ukraine (12 days ago), Also Palestine (74 years ago).” 

Free Ukraine. Free Palestine.  
Free Tibet. Free Puerto Rico.  
Free All Political Prisoners.

Good sources of information and analysis: portside.
org; Carwil without borders; theguardian.com (search for 
Keith Gessen); Masha Gessen on the Ezra Klein Show;  
crimethinc.com; iadllaw.org (International Association of 
Democratic Lawyers); Season of the Bitch, ep. 212.

Good places to donate: Urgent Action Fund for 
Women’s Human Rights, International Rescue Committee, 
World Central Kitchen

Alameda County DCC: End 
Support for Israel’s Colonial-

Settler Policies
by Carla 

On Wednesday March 10, after much discussion and 
decision-making, the Alameda County Democratic Central 
Committee voted to pass a resolution proposed by Austin 
Tam (AD 18) and Andrea Luna (AD 18).   The resolution was 
titled “End U.S. Support for Israel’s Forced Displacement of 
Palestinians and Crimes of Apartheid.”

Many of the speakers, including Lara Kiswani  (AROC) 
and Dr. Hatem Bazian, pointed out that several human rights 
organizations, including Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 
International, have documented human rights and interna-
tional law violations committed by Israel through military 
occupation and apartheid, forced displacements of Palestin-
ians from their land and permanent settlement of stolen lands.   
The resolution pointed out that “according to the United 
Nations Human Rights Council” there are approximately 
“700,00 Israeli settlers” inhabiting “illegal settlements in 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank.”  Kiswani quoted Des-
mond Tutu who was a strong critic of Israeli apartheid and 
an advocate for Palestinian rights and self-determination.

The resolution called upon the conscience of the Al-
ameda County Democratic Central Committee members 
by appealing to them to make the connection between their 
work and positions “against racism and injustice,” including 
fair housing policies, to the decades long oppression against 
Palestinians.  The intent of the resolution is to get Democratic 
congressional members to issue public statements opposed to 
the continued 3.8 billion dollar support for Israel’s militaristic 
and colonial-settler policies.  The authors of the resolution 
point out that “California taxpayers contribute $536.6 mil-
lion a year” to funding Israeli apartheid and violations of 
international law.  

The resolution passed, putting pressure on Bay Area 
Democratic party political leaders to speak out against U.S. 
funding of Israel and the illegal occupation of Palestine.

Victory at San Francisco State: 
University Must Apologize for Violating 

Academic Freedom, Panel Finds
As UV readers may remember, in September 2020, SFSU 

shut down an online open class entitled “Whose Narratives? 
Gender, Justice and Resistance: a Conversation with Leila 
Khaled.” The class was organized by Dr. Rabab Abdulhadi, 
an associate professor and a member of the Department of 
Ethnic Studies, who is a Palestinian scholar and founding 
director of the Arab and Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas 
(AMED) Studies program at SFSU, and Dr. Tomomi Kinu-
kawa, a lecturer in the university’s Department of Women 
and Gender Studies.

Leila Khaled was born in Haifa and is a Palestinian refu-
gee. She is a member of the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine. The online panel also included Rula Abu Dahou, 
acting director of the Institute For Women’s Studies at Birzeit 
University in Palestine’s West Bank, and Ronnie Kasrils, 
member of the South African Communist Party, the African 
National Congress and a founder of the ANC’s armed struggle 
formation Umkhonto we Sizwe, Sekou Odinga, member of the 
Black Panther Party, the Black Liberation Army and a former 

30-year political prisoner, and Laura Whitehorn, a civil rights 
and antiwar activist who served 14 years in federal prison

But just as the class got started tech giants Zoom, 
Facebook and Google-owned YouTube caved in to Zionist 
pressure and shut it down. Zoom representatives said Leila 
Khaled’s participation was the reason the company shut down 
the class in an attack on academic freedom, the Palestinian 
community and anti-Zionist Jews.

After a long struggle through the SFSU grievance pro-
cess, the panel organizers and participants were vindicated.  
On Oct. 14, a panel of three SFSU faculty members upheld 
the grievance. It ordered the university to issue a public apol-
ogy to Abdulhadi for not upholding academic freedom. The 
panel found that SFSU not only caved into pressure from 
tech giants, but failed to defend Abdulhadi and Kinukawa 
against threats of arrest made by the Lawfare Project if the 
class went forward, and even amplified the threats. The Panel 
said the school must provide a site for rescheduling the event 
on an alternate platform without interference.

Abdulhadi commented on the victory findings: “This is 
a huge victory not only for us, but for everybody speaking 
about Palestine and for our ability to teach about Palestine 
as part of the indivisibility of justice. After the pain and the 
anguish for over a year that we have suffered, by being vili-
fied by character assassinations, by being chased by Zionists, 
by the hate mail, by all the nastiness that has happened, by 
the fact that the university did not have our backs, we were 
vindicated.”

Ukraine - What Can We Do?
continued from page 7


