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Palo Alto -- The Whoover institute reported today that teachers’ unions, assisted by cowardly and 
misled school administrations, had caused all of the worldwide economic disruption in the past two 
years, that has been mistakenly attributed to COVID-19.

The study looked at issues such as famine, water shortages, and supply chain disruptions, and 
concluded that the root cause was not the virus but the selfish actions of K-12 teachers in refusing to 
work with large groups of children in poorly ventilated and maintained classrooms, during a pandemic. 

The study found that school closures meant that parents often could not go to work. The study ex-
plained that one solution to the absenteeism problem created by adult workers getting sick, was prohibited 
by misguided child labor laws, the subject of their previous report. “Absent legal prohibitions, children 
could have accompanied their parents to meat packing plants and amazon warehouses,” eliminating the 
problem of childcare and ensuring a robust supply of low-paid essential workers. 

Gay California legislator Scott Whiner, who is considered a front-runner for senator, governor and 
president (possibly to hold all three offices simultaneously), touted the report in his support of the recall 
of three San Francisco school board members. 

“If it weren’t for the selfish school unions, and the cowardly school board, schools would not have 
closed for almost a year. They had to weigh the cost-benefit, and the teachers had their thumbs on the 
scale.” 

SF Supervisor Ralph Mendacious joined Whiner in supporting the recall. “As you know, during 
the Trump administration, unions had entirely too much influence, particularly after teacher victories 
in the midwest. Fortunately, we now have the Biden administration,” Mendacious said.

Teachers Unions Caused 
COVID Recession

by Kate
Chicago and New York might be the gold standard when 

it comes to political corruption, but they’ve got nothing on 
San Francisco. Scratch the interlocking recall campaigns to 
unseat San Francisco’s district attorney, Chesa Boudin, and 
three members of the school board, and you’ll find a hornet’s 
nest of backscratching and backstabbing going back to the 
Ed Lee administration. Of course, we could go further back 
than that. We could go to the Willie Brown administration – 
remember Chris Daly? Remember the boxes of ballots found 
in the Bay after Brown creamed the insurgent Tom Ammiano 
in his reelection bid? But we won’t go there because things 
are confusing enough already.

In January 2012, Ross Mirikarimi, the elected sheriff of 
San Francisco, was charged with domestic violence after a 
neighbor secretly taped his wife, Eliana Lopez, telling her 

Recalls, Redistricting and Right-Wing Reconstruction
that Mirikarimi had violently grabbed her arm. Mayor Ed 
Lee demanded that Mirikarimi resign, and when he didn’t, 
suspended him and appointed a replacement. Lee was at 
that time in his first elected term. He had been appointed 
to replace Gavin Newsom (more on him later) who had 
become lieutenant governor of california. Lee was trying to 
put his political team together, and Mirikarimi was not an 
ally. As a city Supervisor, Mirikarimi had voted against the 
“Sit-Lie” law and other anti-homeless, anti-poor legislation 
favored by Lee and his friends, then-district attorney George 
Gascón (now rebranded as the “progressive prosecutor” 
of LA County). As sheriff, Mirikarimi wanted to focus on 
alternatives to incarceration and programs that would help 
combat recidivism and reduce the jail population. As a city 
supervisor, he had proposed an ordinance to provide repara-
tions to residents who had been displaced by the demolition 
of the Fillmore, two-thirds of whom were African American. 

Mirikarimi won a legal challenge to the suspension and 
in October the board of supervisors voted to let him keep his 
job. In early November, a series of attack ads targeted super-
visor Christina Olague for her vote in support of Mirikarimi. 
Olague, the city’s first openly bisexual supervisor, was a long-
time civil rights activist from a farmworker family, whom 
I first met when she was a student organizer opposing u.s. 
intervention in Central America in the 1980s. She went on 
to work with the Mission Anti-Displacement Coalition and 
the queer youth organization, LYRIC. The late-formed com-
mittee to defeat Olague was funded by tech billionaire Ron 
Conway, a major supporter of Ed Lee, and led by a political 
strategist named Andrea Shorter. Shorter, who had previ-
ously been the director of Marriage for All and had worked 
for Larkin Street Youth Center, Equality California, served 
on the Commission on the Status of Women and recruited 
“domestic violence advocates” (don’t blame me – that’s what 
CBS called them) to attack Olague for her vote. Olague lost 
the seat to London Breed, who became a close ally of Lee’s 
and was appointed to succeed him as mayor when he died 
suddenly in 2017. Shorter was then investigated by the Eth-
ics Commission for failing to disclose information about her 
employers while she served on the Commission for the Status 
of Women. She was eventually fined $800. Who made the 
complaint? The articles don’t say, but SFGATE does men-
tion that “The dustup comes after a period of fresh tension 
between the progressive and moderate factions of the local 
Democratic Party - including the unsuccessful effort to oust 
progressive Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi and the defeat in No-
vember of progressive supervisor Olague. Shorter played an 
active role for the moderates in both and has been involved 

in exploring a recall of Mirkarimi…” 
Andrea Shorter contemplating a recall. Put a pin in that.
Breed was reelected mayor in 2018, defeating the more 

progressive supervisor Jane Kim, with major support from 
– drumroll please – Ron Conway. According to investigative 
journalist Tim Redmond, Conway wrote emails “tell[ing] 
donors how to get around campaign finance rules to support 
Breed. He also urged them to give to SF YIMBY Action, 
the faux affordable housing organization that agitates for 
building building building on the theory that more luxury 
housing will “trickle down” to somehow create affordable 
housing in gentrifying cities. YIMBY is kind of neoliberalism 
in a bottle. Calling itself “a network of people who advocate 
for abundant, affordable housing and inclusive, sustainable 
communities across the United States,” it uses progressive 
language like “equity” and “climate crisis,” and accuses its 
opponents of being “privileged.” The YIMBYs’ best friend 
in Sacramento is gay former SF supervisor, now state sena-
tor, Scott Wiener. 

Total Recall
This brings us to today, when London Breed and Scott 

Wiener are the highest profile supporters of a campaign to 
recall three of the seven members of the San Francisco school 
board. The other four board members would be facing recall 
too, except they hadn’t been in office long enough when the 
petition was filed – you get a six month grace period before 
you can be recalled. Call it a fighting chance. The recall was 
launched by a couple, Autumn Looijen and Silva Raj, and 
has gotten big funding from six local venture capitalists as 
well as, sadly, the Chinese American Democratic Club. The 
Alice B. Toklas LGBT Demo Club is also supporting the 
recall of two of the three members.

The ostensible reason for the recall is that the school 
board didn’t do enough to get students back into in-person 
learning fast enough. Some say the reason they didn’t was 
because they couldn’t do anything to improve the ventilation 
in buildings that have been in terrible shape for years, and 
the teacher’s union was legitimately refusing to go back until 
it was safe. That would make the recall part of the ongoing 
efforts to undermine teachers’ unions and privatize education. 
Like the YIMBYs, the recall promoters couch their arguments 
in terms of “equity,” saying on their website, “Our most 
disadvantaged kids fell farthest behind.” They are upset that 
the board spent a great deal of time deciding to rename 44 
schools named for colonizers or other racist figures (including 

continued on page 7
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Clean Water is a 
Necessity There is an  on-going life-threatening clean water crisis 

in the Stateville Correctional Facility in Joliet IL. On Dec. 
7th, Chicago-based Community Renewal Society mem-
ber congregations joined with 17 community organizations to 
protest and to deliver 62,250 bottles of safe and clean water. 
Access to safe and clean water is a human right, in prison and 
out. It is a matter of economic and racial justice. At a press 
conference before the demonstration, speakers demanded 
that the governor of Illinois resolve this crisis immediately, 
saying that human life depends on it. And it seems like the 
least the state could do – provide clean water.

Lost Soul
Hey there to all of my LGBT family. I just received 

my first UltraViolet issue and I want to say that I feel your 
all’s pain. I am in prison for 2 violent murders. I have 2 life 
withouts and will never get out of prison. I am transgender 
and when I first came to prison in 2011 all gay people were 
targeted. We were looked at as sicko’s, weak and weird. Even 
the staff looked down on us. So instead of me being who I 
am, I acted like someone who I wasn’t. I was mean toward 
everyone, always fighting and trying to be aggressive all the 
time no matter the situation. I figured that as long as I held 
that reputation then I wouldn’t have to worry about getting 
picked on. I stayed like that for 10 years, up until the begin-
ning of 2021. I realized that I didn’t truly love myself acting 
and doing the things that I was doing, so I eventually started 
carrying myself who I really am. Even though I get treated 
bad and get picked on like I do, I realize I can say that I love 
myself and no one can ever take that away from me. So I 
want to say that don’t let no one ever make you do things or 
act a way you normally wouldn’t act. Always love yourself, 
that’s the only thing that matters and don’t let no one take 
that away from you. I’m always open to meet and write new 
people so let’s be friends … Marion Parker #139284, EKCC, 
200 Road to Justice, West Liberty KY 41472

Pen Pal Resources
BLACK AND PINK, 6223 Maple Street, #4428, 
Omaha NE 68104
Black and Pink is an open family of LGBT prisoners and 
free world allies. We provide a free monthly newslet-
ter of prisoner written material, host an online listing 
of pen pals, coordinate an art program, provide direct 
advocacy when possible, and offer religious and erotic 
materials upon request. Donations of stamps are always 
welcomed but not required.
SYLVIA RIVERA LAW PROJCT, 147 W. 24th St., 
5th Floor, New York, NY 10011
Provides free civil legal services and a pen pal pro-
gram to incarcerated people in New York who are 
transgender,intersex, or gender nonconforming. We 
are a collectively-run organization that seeks to make 
systemic change and increase the political power of 
our communities.
PRISONER CORRESPONDENCE PROJECT, 
QPIRG Concordia c/o Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Ouest, Montreal QC H3G 1M8 CANADA 
or info@prisonercorrespondenceproject.com
Pen pal service for prisoners in u.s. and canada. (postage 
from u.s. to canada is $1.20)

Still Standing Tall
Hi Family. I’m an individual who made plenty of mis-

takes, even tried to do right but still landed back in prison. 
But now I am close to getting out if I get parole this year, 
I will be good, if not I max out next year. I am writing this 
story to say I lost my mother this year in January. I blame 
myself because standing up for myself and protecting my-
self, I missed the chance to see mother’s service and burial. 
I did get to talk to my mother on the phone and I knew she 
wasn’t going to live much longer because she needed a lung 
transplant and didn’t have the money to be put at the top of 
the list. But … God took her home to stop her pain and even 
though my mother passed away, she got to see me graduate 
high school and go on living my life. Even though I made 
mistakes, I am still standing tall living the life as the woman 
I want to be.

I, Ms Juicy queen bee, in Pennsylvania send a shout out 
to my friends and family across the states that are in prison 
trying to make it and a special shout out to my friend and other 
half, Mr. E Stuges and kisses. William Coward #ML5077 SCI 
Houtzdale PO Box 33028, St Petersburg FL 33733 [address 
for letters to PA prisoners]

New Amendment Needed
The Abolition Amendment has been introduced in the 

Senate and the House. Co-sponsored by Senator Edward 
Markey MA, Senator Jeff Merkley OR and Congresswoman 
Nikema Williams GA, it is currently pending in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The resolution would amend the u.s. 
constitution by adding a new Article prohibiting the use of 
slavery and involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime. 
It would end the damaging slavery loophole that still persists 
in the U.S. Constitution. The 13th Amendment, passed in 
1865, formally ended slavery but included a clause allow-
ing it as punishment for convicted persons. The Abolition 
Amendment would include language that nobody should 
be stripped of their basic humanity and forced to toil for 
someone else’s profit for any reason. The amendment would 
be a step towards abolishing prisons altogether but it would 
have to be ratified by ¾ of the 50 states. 

ABOLISH PRISONS NOW

Who Am I? A very wise woman once told me that the best gift you 
can give yourself is the gift of knowing who you are!!  I am 
a TRANSwoman (Taking Risks and Never Stopping). I am 
stronger, wiser and much better than before because I have 
that gift. To all my TRANS bros and sis’ do you know who 
you are? I pray that you do and if you are still searching for 
your identity, I pray that you find it. I recently embraced my 
transformation and every day since has seemed like a holiday. 
Bro and sis, I stand in solidarity with you all, those of us 
behind barz and those of you in the FREE World..

I have a question for you all. Do you believe that a 12 
year old is capable of knowing what gender he/she chooses 
to be? Recently rapper “Lil Boosie” blasted Dewayne Wade 
because D-Wade is allowing his son/daughter to get gender 
re-assignment surgery. Do you agree? I do not. I had the gift 
of knowing who I was at 9 years old.  I applaud D-Wade; 
he is an All-Star on and off the court. He understands that 
his child’s life will not be one without trouble, but he also 
understands trouble don’t last always. 

Pursue your transformation diligently, train your mind 
not to dwell on your fearful thoughts. You are not alone, the 
Queen Mother Summer Breeze is with you. Love you all. 
Laderic McDonald #1290182, SECC, 300 East Pedro Simmons 
Dr. Charleston MO 603834

I Need Advocacy
Please help me. My name is Matthew Lee Espinoza. I 

am Transgender but because I have been tormented since 
3/2020, even if I’m miserable I’m going back to living my 
life as a man.

In March of 2020, I was sexually harassed by a Cor-
rectional Officer. After the second time I had to reject his 
sexual advances, he began to maliciously harass me. After 
a year I tried to file a P.R.E.A. because he would not leave 
me alone! That’s all I’ve ever wanted. I tried to file with 
my Psych Clinician and a mean I.S.U. officer. Nothing got 
filed. But everything got 10x worse for me. All I want is to 
do my time because I did put myself here and it was wrong 
for me to be getting ‘stabby’ with anyone!!! But I don’t de-
serve all this bullshit. Please help me with some advocacy. 
Matthew Lee Espinoza #BE6973, Mule Creek S.P./B-9-222, 
PO Box 409040, Ione CA 95640

Sorry I have been absent from the scene for a moment. 
I have an awful true story to share with our family again. On 
March 3rd, a Sgt. slammed me on the ground because I had 
my hair pinned up in a very cute hairstyle known as pigtails 
while sporting a mini skirt, then SEVERAL other male offi-
cers came rushing in and one of them put shackles on my legs. 
So I’m being held to the ground in Handcuffs and shackles 
by multiple violent and derogatory staff members. Another 
officer, a Lt. sprayed me in the face at point blank range with 
pepper spray. Why???!! What possible threat am I, once be-
ing held by multiple male officers?? I’m only a girl of 150 
pounds. Anyways, then these discriminatory officers picked 
me up and carried me into my cell and cut all of my clothes 
off except my panties. And then carried me out in the hallway 

in front of all the male offenders! Let me tell you something, 
my psychological and emotional state since that happened 
has been TORMENT! I’ve had flashbacks to my childhood 
about my father. Plus I’ve been having night terrors. So, with 
all that being said, I am not the only Transgender Woman up 
here at this prison that has been attacked.  This has to stop!!

We need help up here. This abuse and brutality is out 
of hand! Anybody that is willing to help, please feel free 
to write. Also to the other Muslim brothers and sisters, 
Transgender or not: AS SALAAMU ALAIKUM! I would 
love to get to meet other Musilimahs like me. My name 
is Neah Hafsa ASLYon or sometimes Tequila or Seaneal. 
Sease Beard #1251289, J.C.C.C. 8200 No More Victims Rd. 
Jefferson City MO 65101

 Horrifying True Story

Thank you for being the first newsletter to publish my 
short script. I opened up your newsletter on 11/2/2021 and 
turned to the Shorts from Inside and seen my own wording 
and started crying. It took me around 5 ½ minutes to gather 
myself. Until next time. BGR, San Luis Obispo CA

I just received your latest Fall 2021 issue and wanted to 
thank you all so much for keeping tabs on me and updating 
my address.  You guys (and gals) are awesome. Your pub-
lication has been a bright spot during my time down and I 
always look forward to each and every issue. With love and 
solidarity, DE, Devens MA

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference, try 
sleeping with a mosquito.” MW, Florida City FL

I love your UltraViolet newspaper and find comfort in 
the fact that I’m not alone. I’m incarcerated. I’m female with 
a desire to finally live freely with in the prison as a male. 
I’m ready to break free of this shell of a woman and emerge 
proudly as the man I am meant to be. The Florida women’s 
prison system finally has a Transgender Program. The 
program allows us to receive male hygiene products, wear 
men’s clothing and has Hormone Therapy. I’ve submitted 
several requests of my desires to enroll into this program. 
I’m terrified of being denied. Do you have knowledge of any 
Florida Transgender Advocacy Groups? You are greatly ap-
preciated for all you are to the LGBTQI community and are 
the voice for us incarcerated people. Trans4Life!! Amanda 
Blair #E44286. Lowell CI, 11120 NW Gainesville Rd. Ocala 
FL 34482

Greetings from Ohio to all the amazingly strong and 
resilent beautiful people reading these words. I am a trans-
woman looking to build and network with other trans people 
incarcerated across the states who may need some help/
support as they continue to fight for a voice. I am going on 
my 5th month on H.R.T. after over a decade worth of blood, 
sweat, tears, lawsuits and all the ugliness that we know so 
well. I had strong people encouraging me and still do as I 
continue. I would love to pay it forward. Inmate-to-inmate is 
allowed in Ohio prisons. Victoria Drain #726-985, Ohio S.P. 
878 Coitsville-Hubbard Rd. Youngstown OH 44505

I want to thank all who wrote me after my short, “Cher-
ish Cupid no matter where it strikes” (Fall 2021).  I have a 
problem with my mailroom as they are unauthorizing all my 

letters for inmate-to-inmate correspondence. This has been 
an issue I’m dealing with – luckily I was able to get a few 
in. If you wrote me and did not receive a response or have 
not written but want to, please write to the new address and 
I will write back guaranteed. Wayne Walker, 1861 Jeane Ave. 
Pahrump NV 89048

I enjoy getting and reading your UltraViolet newspaper. 
I just got volume XXXIII, #2 and it is very interesting to 
read. I always read it word for word , I love reading those 
articles. RLA, Perry FL

I’m getting released!! Cancel this address and I’ll write 
with the new one. JT, Mt Olive WV [ed. Note – CONGRATU-
LATIONS]

I want you to know you’ve been really keeping my eyes 
open so I can be understanding of my daughter once I am 
released next year. LE, Canon City CO

Today I received the Fall 2021 issue of UltraViolet and 
recently got the Spring 2021 and Summer 2021 issues to catch 
me up to date for the ones I missed during my long (frustrat-
ing) transfer process to this prison. There is a surprisingly 
large LGBTQ community in here at FCI Ashland KY and 
I have shared those three issues with others in my unit. I’m 
helping spread the word … your words.  I’ll keep all issues 
to share with new arrivals in our community here. Keep a 
song of joy inside your heart. DP, Ashland KY

I’m transmale in prison in Florida. My facility just started 
recognizing Gender Dysphoria and they are actually giving 
me testosterone as hormone therapy. KT, Ocala FL

A friend let me read some of your newspaper. I just love 
the articles on tranz-injustice. I am on a life sentence. I’ve 
been down 25 years, since 196. On the streets, I was forced 
to play the role of only a guy without a girl. I’m from Ogden 
UT where there were only 2 gay bars. It’s sad that I had to 
come to prison for a few years just to have the courage to 
come out. In 2005 I changed my name to Melissa. Not legally 
(I wish). This shows how oppressed we have been for so so 
long. This needs to change. I’m grateful for people like you 
who give a damn about rights for everyone. Respectfully, 
MM, Draper UT

I am a proud Gay black man incarcerated in the Michigan 
Department of Corrections and I’m very interested in your 
group. Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication 
to the men in prison like us! JJ, St Louis MI

Shorts From Inside
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Bo Brown, a self-proclaimed “anti-authori-
tarian lesbian feminist anarcho-communist urban 
guerrilla” died in October, 10 days after her 74th 
birthday. She died at home from complications of 
dementia. 

Born in Klamath Falls OR, Bo left for the free-
dom of Seattle after graduating from high school. 
She did various odd jobs to support herself, spent a 
year in prison in 1971 and became a prison activist 
for the rest of her life.  After she got out of prison, 
Bo attended Community College in Seattle and 
joined her first (of many) prison activist groups, 
Women Out Now. Her dedication to activism on 
behalf of prisoners led to her involvement in the 
George Jackson Brigade (GJB). The GJB carried 
out many militant actions in the early 1970s as 
part of their opposition to capitalism, racism and 
imperialism. In 1977 Bo was arrested in Seattle 
for robbing a bank, the money to be used for the 
continued actions of the GJB.  Realizing she was 
being followed, Bo purposely led the police away 
from the safe house where other members of the 
GJB were staying. 

Bo Brown
Convicted in federal court in Portland and 

sentenced to 20 years, Bo was sent to Davis Hall, 
the Maximum Security Unit (MSU) at Alderson 
prison in WV. Davis was the first high security spe-
cial control and isolation unit for political women. 
While there, Bo met “dangerous” women like 
Black revolutionary Assata Shakur and Lolita LeB-
ron and other Puerto Rican Independistas. Together 
they tried to publicize the unfair conditions of the 
MSU and finally with pressure from community 
groups, lawyers and other inmate activists, the 
MSU was closed, though Alderson continued to 
be a high security prison for women. Bo spent the 
next 7 years being shuttled to different prisons and 
jails including in Chicago (where she taught weight 
lifting), Reno NV and ultimately Pleasanton CA. 

Because of the support of the Lesbian com-
munity in the Bay Area, including advocacy with 
prison authorities, Bo was guaranteed a job at the 
Women’s Press and a place to live. She was paroled 
to San Francisco in 1985. Once out of prison, Bo’s 
activism exploded (so to speak).

It’s hard to write a person’s obituary, especially 
when you’ve known someone for a long time. 
Most of us in LAGAI knew Bo well, and like most 
relationships they were complicated. Some of us 
knew her in Seattle before and during the years 
she was in the GJB. Some of us were in a lesbian 
collective that luckily didn’t end up being one of 
the lesbian houses raided by police in trying to 
chase down the GJB. Some of us went to her trial 
in Portland and several of us visited her in various 
prisons like Reno and California. And some of us 
only met Bo after she was out of prison. Some of 
us got their first motorcycle rides from her. Many 
of us were in groups with her - Revolting Lesbians 
and Out of Control: Lesbian Committee to Support 
Women Political Prisoners, or participated in spe-
cific campaigns such as to free the Native American 
prisoners Norma Jean Croy and Eddie Hatcher. 
Bo was a strong advocate for dealing with class in 
the lesbian community and movement – and was 
largely responsible for Revolting Lesbians’ “Let 
Them Eat Pussy” manifesto. 

Bo’s steadfast butch presence, fierce political 
analysis, her open heart and her great laugh lit 
up many lesbian events for decades. She spoke 
loudly, clearly and honestly in public and private. 
If she liked you, you knew it, and if she was pissed 
off at you, you definitely knew that too. But she 
never closed the doors on a friendship. She stayed 
tight with her exes, and always had a hug for 
people she’d met once or hadn’t seen in a decade. 
She became an icon, mentor and friend to many 
younger dykes and queer people, introducing them 
to a version of feminism and queer liberation they 
didn’t know existed.

The 2017 documentary film “the Gentleman 
Bank Robber: The Story of Butch Lesbian Free-
dom Fighter rita bo brown” tells her story in her 
own words. Its available online a worth a watch: 
https://vimeo.com/229406880. 

Bo is survived by her partner, Etang, who sup-
ported Bo through her prolonged final illness. She 
is also survived by fellow Brigade veterans Janine 
Bertram, Mark Cook, and Ed Mead, and many, 
many friends and collaborators.  

We love you and we miss you Bo – Blue, 
Chaya, Deeg, Deni, Julie, Kate, Lisa, Tory

Bo Brown with Joan Kaye1992

By Lisa
Acronyms are great, I use them every day, however 

they can be confusing and exclusionary—even the acronyms 
designed to be inclusive.

Signs abound on homemade window signs in my neigh-
borhood that say “BLM”—showing support for Black Lives 
Matter—this is great but when they first appeared it took me 
a minute to translate. In my day-to-day job I work on issues 
on public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment which we always just call “BLM” too.  That is a simple 
example and was readily figured out, but what about others 
that “intend” to be inclusive? Take STEM – science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math—the intent of the acronym is to 
say these are important fields of study that lead to good jobs 
and for far too long have been the exclusive domain of white 
men AND we should do something about that by funding 
and supporting women, people of color, LGBTQII to study 
these fields at university level and compete for jobs. Great, 
but the STEM acronym could make it seem like somehow 
if women and people of color just study more in these areas 
things will change. It hides the ugly truth of how women and 
people of color have been discouraged from pursuing these 
fields in the past and are still discriminated against on a daily 
basis in hiring, retention, publishing, at conferences etc. and 
this discrimination is active not passive. Women, people of 
color and LGBTQII are still held to a different standard and 
belittled if they are not at the very top of their field (“too 
hard for you, huh?”), are sexually harassed and insulted in 
the classroom and at conferences. (One odd and unexpected 
benefit of zoom conferences is that they are a safer space for 
many people than in-person conferences which force close 
contact and have been pressure cookers of abusive behavior, 
micro and macro aggressions written off as “what happens 
in Vegas…” just boys being boys.)

TEK, traditional ecological knowledge, is a term grow-
ing in use for a long-ignored truth—that indigenous people 

living in close connection with the earth know things that 
“western science” doesn’t about nature and how it “works”.  
It is awesome that this knowledge is finally being recognized 
in “mainstream” culture and the scientific community. There 
is a lot of information on the web about this from many 
scientists and agencies. To hear people in their own words, 
discuss TEK, I recommend this series of short pieces on 
KCET now in its third season on line: https://www.kcet.
org/shows/tending-nature  and the earlier film and follow 
up pieces Tending the Wild: https://www.kcet.org/shows/
tending-the-wild/episodes/tending-the-wild 

However, like any acronym, just saying TEK can lead 
to confusion. I recently had a discussion at work where a 
white man was talking about restoration issues and mentioned 
“TEK” which he said the way we usually say “tech”, not T E 
K as I have heard most native/indigenous presenters say it. 
And then when I asked what he meant, he started “mansplain-
ing” — this interaction was both awkward and infuriating!  
TEK – this shorthand acronym-- is about mainstream society 
finally acknowledging the depth of knowledge and informa-
tion native and indigenous people hold, but like any acronym 
it risks becoming just another “cool idea” for those with 
privilege and power to throw around as a “woke” credential. 

COP26—Congress of the Parties 26—is an acronym 

that hides more than it reveals. This was the most recent 
“UN climate change conference” in Glasgow—the meetings 
have been all over the world these last 26 years with the “par-
ties” to the convention (government representatives) on the 
inside and the populace advocating for action increasingly 
on the outside.  While the conferences get bigger and more 
prestigious every year, the fossil fuel industry and big money 
interests have ensured that little or no progress is being made. 
Scientists and activists have been calling for a phase out of 
fossil fuel use and an end to subsidies for at least the last 
10 years but the outcome document, the Glasgow Climate 
Pact, still pushes off key deadlines for nearly a decade and 
is unenforceable.  The text emphasizes the need to mobilize 
climate finance “from all sources to reach the level needed 
to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement, including sig-
nificantly increasing support for developing country Parties, 
beyond $100 billion per year” but those are just words, the 
wealthy counties that emitted most of the greenhouse gases 
that are the cause of climate change, including the US, still 
refuse to pay a fair share of a clean-energy transition for less-
developed counties. There are “pledges” to halt deforestation 
and methane emissions by 2030—two destructive activi-
ties that should have ended decades ago and even if these 
“pledges” are fulfilled the destruction would keep going for 
nearly another decade. It’s not just me, even the UN General 
Secretary says the agreement is not enough:

�It is an important step but is not enough,� said United 
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres in his wrap up 
message to the conference. �Our fragile planet is hanging 
by a thread. We are still knocking on the door of climate 
catastrophe. It is time to go into emergency mode — or our 
chance of reaching net-zero will itself be zero.”

Whatever the acronym, the agreements coming out of 
COP26 are as hollow as a ping-pong ball which has just 
been bounced down the road to COP27, set to take place in 
Egypt in 2022.  

STEM, TEK, COP26 and other of-the-moment acronyms 
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Bo Brown, a self-proclaimed “anti-authori-
tarian lesbian feminist anarcho-communist urban 
guerrilla” died in October, 10 days after her 74th 
birthday. She died at home from complications of 
dementia. 

Born in Klamath Falls OR, Bo left for the free-
dom of Seattle after graduating from high school. 
She did various odd jobs to support herself, spent a 
year in prison in 1971 and became a prison activist 
for the rest of her life.  After she got out of prison, 
Bo attended Community College in Seattle and 
joined her first (of many) prison activist groups, 
Women Out Now. Her dedication to activism on 
behalf of prisoners led to her involvement in the 
George Jackson Brigade (GJB). The GJB carried 
out many militant actions in the early 1970s as 
part of their opposition to capitalism, racism and 
imperialism. In 1977 Bo was arrested in Seattle 
for robbing a bank, the money to be used for the 
continued actions of the GJB.  Realizing she was 
being followed, Bo purposely led the police away 
from the safe house where other members of the 
GJB were staying. 

Bo Brown
Convicted in federal court in Portland and 

sentenced to 20 years, Bo was sent to Davis Hall, 
the Maximum Security Unit (MSU) at Alderson 
prison in WV. Davis was the first high security spe-
cial control and isolation unit for political women. 
While there, Bo met “dangerous” women like 
Black revolutionary Assata Shakur and Lolita LeB-
ron and other Puerto Rican Independistas. Together 
they tried to publicize the unfair conditions of the 
MSU and finally with pressure from community 
groups, lawyers and other inmate activists, the 
MSU was closed, though Alderson continued to 
be a high security prison for women. Bo spent the 
next 7 years being shuttled to different prisons and 
jails including in Chicago (where she taught weight 
lifting), Reno NV and ultimately Pleasanton CA. 

Because of the support of the Lesbian com-
munity in the Bay Area, including advocacy with 
prison authorities, Bo was guaranteed a job at the 
Women’s Press and a place to live. She was paroled 
to San Francisco in 1985. Once out of prison, Bo’s 
activism exploded (so to speak).

It’s hard to write a person’s obituary, especially 
when you’ve known someone for a long time. 
Most of us in LAGAI knew Bo well, and like most 
relationships they were complicated. Some of us 
knew her in Seattle before and during the years 
she was in the GJB. Some of us were in a lesbian 
collective that luckily didn’t end up being one of 
the lesbian houses raided by police in trying to 
chase down the GJB. Some of us went to her trial 
in Portland and several of us visited her in various 
prisons like Reno and California. And some of us 
only met Bo after she was out of prison. Some of 
us got their first motorcycle rides from her. Many 
of us were in groups with her - Revolting Lesbians 
and Out of Control: Lesbian Committee to Support 
Women Political Prisoners, or participated in spe-
cific campaigns such as to free the Native American 
prisoners Norma Jean Croy and Eddie Hatcher. 
Bo was a strong advocate for dealing with class in 
the lesbian community and movement – and was 
largely responsible for Revolting Lesbians’ “Let 
Them Eat Pussy” manifesto. 

Bo’s steadfast butch presence, fierce political 
analysis, her open heart and her great laugh lit 
up many lesbian events for decades. She spoke 
loudly, clearly and honestly in public and private. 
If she liked you, you knew it, and if she was pissed 
off at you, you definitely knew that too. But she 
never closed the doors on a friendship. She stayed 
tight with her exes, and always had a hug for 
people she’d met once or hadn’t seen in a decade. 
She became an icon, mentor and friend to many 
younger dykes and queer people, introducing them 
to a version of feminism and queer liberation they 
didn’t know existed.

The 2017 documentary film “the Gentleman 
Bank Robber: The Story of Butch Lesbian Free-
dom Fighter rita bo brown” tells her story in her 
own words. Its available online a worth a watch: 
https://vimeo.com/229406880. 

Bo is survived by her partner, Etang, who sup-
ported Bo through her prolonged final illness. She 
is also survived by fellow Brigade veterans Janine 
Bertram, Mark Cook, and Ed Mead, and many, 
many friends and collaborators.  

We love you and we miss you Bo – Blue, 
Chaya, Deeg, Deni, Julie, Kate, Lisa, Tory

Bo Brown with Joan Kaye1992

By Lisa
Acronyms are great, I use them every day, however 

they can be confusing and exclusionary—even the acronyms 
designed to be inclusive.

Signs abound on homemade window signs in my neigh-
borhood that say “BLM”—showing support for Black Lives 
Matter—this is great but when they first appeared it took me 
a minute to translate. In my day-to-day job I work on issues 
on public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment which we always just call “BLM” too.  That is a simple 
example and was readily figured out, but what about others 
that “intend” to be inclusive? Take STEM – science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math—the intent of the acronym is to 
say these are important fields of study that lead to good jobs 
and for far too long have been the exclusive domain of white 
men AND we should do something about that by funding 
and supporting women, people of color, LGBTQII to study 
these fields at university level and compete for jobs. Great, 
but the STEM acronym could make it seem like somehow 
if women and people of color just study more in these areas 
things will change. It hides the ugly truth of how women and 
people of color have been discouraged from pursuing these 
fields in the past and are still discriminated against on a daily 
basis in hiring, retention, publishing, at conferences etc. and 
this discrimination is active not passive. Women, people of 
color and LGBTQII are still held to a different standard and 
belittled if they are not at the very top of their field (“too 
hard for you, huh?”), are sexually harassed and insulted in 
the classroom and at conferences. (One odd and unexpected 
benefit of zoom conferences is that they are a safer space for 
many people than in-person conferences which force close 
contact and have been pressure cookers of abusive behavior, 
micro and macro aggressions written off as “what happens 
in Vegas…” just boys being boys.)

TEK, traditional ecological knowledge, is a term grow-
ing in use for a long-ignored truth—that indigenous people 

living in close connection with the earth know things that 
“western science” doesn’t about nature and how it “works”.  
It is awesome that this knowledge is finally being recognized 
in “mainstream” culture and the scientific community. There 
is a lot of information on the web about this from many 
scientists and agencies. To hear people in their own words, 
discuss TEK, I recommend this series of short pieces on 
KCET now in its third season on line: https://www.kcet.
org/shows/tending-nature  and the earlier film and follow 
up pieces Tending the Wild: https://www.kcet.org/shows/
tending-the-wild/episodes/tending-the-wild 

However, like any acronym, just saying TEK can lead 
to confusion. I recently had a discussion at work where a 
white man was talking about restoration issues and mentioned 
“TEK” which he said the way we usually say “tech”, not T E 
K as I have heard most native/indigenous presenters say it. 
And then when I asked what he meant, he started “mansplain-
ing” — this interaction was both awkward and infuriating!  
TEK – this shorthand acronym-- is about mainstream society 
finally acknowledging the depth of knowledge and informa-
tion native and indigenous people hold, but like any acronym 
it risks becoming just another “cool idea” for those with 
privilege and power to throw around as a “woke” credential. 

COP26—Congress of the Parties 26—is an acronym 

that hides more than it reveals. This was the most recent 
“UN climate change conference” in Glasgow—the meetings 
have been all over the world these last 26 years with the “par-
ties” to the convention (government representatives) on the 
inside and the populace advocating for action increasingly 
on the outside.  While the conferences get bigger and more 
prestigious every year, the fossil fuel industry and big money 
interests have ensured that little or no progress is being made. 
Scientists and activists have been calling for a phase out of 
fossil fuel use and an end to subsidies for at least the last 
10 years but the outcome document, the Glasgow Climate 
Pact, still pushes off key deadlines for nearly a decade and 
is unenforceable.  The text emphasizes the need to mobilize 
climate finance “from all sources to reach the level needed 
to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement, including sig-
nificantly increasing support for developing country Parties, 
beyond $100 billion per year” but those are just words, the 
wealthy counties that emitted most of the greenhouse gases 
that are the cause of climate change, including the US, still 
refuse to pay a fair share of a clean-energy transition for less-
developed counties. There are “pledges” to halt deforestation 
and methane emissions by 2030—two destructive activi-
ties that should have ended decades ago and even if these 
“pledges” are fulfilled the destruction would keep going for 
nearly another decade. It’s not just me, even the UN General 
Secretary says the agreement is not enough:

�It is an important step but is not enough,� said United 
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres in his wrap up 
message to the conference. �Our fragile planet is hanging 
by a thread. We are still knocking on the door of climate 
catastrophe. It is time to go into emergency mode — or our 
chance of reaching net-zero will itself be zero.”

Whatever the acronym, the agreements coming out of 
COP26 are as hollow as a ping-pong ball which has just 
been bounced down the road to COP27, set to take place in 
Egypt in 2022.  

STEM, TEK, COP26 and other of-the-moment acronyms 
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To Japanese Americans  who oppose using empty hotels as 
permanent housing for homeless people: Don’t rewrite our 
history to increase profits for the real estate industry.
By Toshio Meronek, housing activist and journalist, and 
Miya Sommers, Coordinator with Nikkei Resisters 

On October 19, real estate developers and some Japan-
town residents slid a knife into plans for permanent, sup-
portive housing for homeless people. Instead of converting 
the failed 131-room tourist Buchanan Hotel into long-term 
housing for people who need it, the city is backing off thanks 
to a misinformation campaign spread in part by other Japa-
nese Americans. 

According to a statement that has been shared by many 
Japantown nonprofits, San Francisco’s Japantown is under 
attack by low-income San Franciscans. In a petition also 
promoted in the LA-based Japanese American paper Rafu 
Shimpo, they claim that potentially creating permanent hous-
ing for elders and disabled people who are homeless would 
lead to “irreparable harm on the SF Japantown neighbor-
hood.” Despite its claims, the anti-homeless campaign will 
not preserve Japanese American culture in the city. And if 
the campaign is successful, more elders and people with 
disabilities on the street will be on the streets of Japantown. 

We are Japanese Americans who are longtime residents 
of indigenous Ohlone-Lisjan and Ramaytush land (a.k.a. the 
Bay Area). We need other Japanese Americans and allies to 
understand the dangerous, anti-homeless misinformation 
campaign began in August that will increase suffering for 
the majority of San Franciscans. Ultimately, it’s a campaign 
that will make the rich richer, as it cynically misuses the 
recent attention around racist, anti-Asian violence, and also 
rewrites the history of racist Redevelopment policies of the 
1960s, policies that not only threatened to level Japantown 
to the ground, but also bleached the Fillmore of many Black 
residents, and all but demolished the area called Manilatown, 
where Filipinx people were evicted to make way for today’s 
Financial District and its big banks. 

If it accomplishes its goal, the anti-homeless campaign 
will benefit landlords and real estate developers most of all. 
If leaders in Japantown are truly concerned about the loss 
of Japanese American culture or small businesses, they are 
choosing the wrong target, and erasing the fact that there are 
Japanese American and/or hafu/hapa (half-Japanese) home-
less people living here right now. 

Thousands of luxury condo units sit empty, while con-
struction continues on new condos that will be affordable 
to almost no one. Mayor London Breed continues to sweep 
homeless encampments, moving people with nowhere to 
go around the city, causing havoc and tragedy, rather than 
solving the problem of wealth-hoarding in a city that is also 
home to more billionaires per capita than any other. Breed’s 
anti-homeless policies make it impossible for people to gain 
stability, as tents and other possessions are taken away during 
a pandemic with no end in sight. 

Not all Japanese American believe that poor people are 
the problem. Some of us actually understand that the real 
estate industry is the true predator and villain in this story. 
However, board members and some staff of Japantown non-
profits don’t agree, and they’re making it seem like there is 
only one voice in Japantown. The statements they’ve made 
co-opt the very real concern of anti-Asian violence, and 
the haunted histories of Japanese American World War II 
incarceration and Redevelopment, egregiously using these 
issue to stop supportive, permanent homeless housing in the 
neighborhood. They also erase Japanese Americans who 
are currently or formerly homeless--like Japanese American 
World War II incarceration survivors, who often left the 
camps after the war with nowhere to go, having been evicted 
from their homes by landlords and local sheriffs departments 
at the onset of internment. As descendants of incarceration 
survivors, we refuse to see our community’s trauma used to 
harm other communities. 

Another actual threat to the community are the investors 
in Beverly Hills who own the Japan Center mall. In 2006, 
two Southern California-based companies purchased much 
of the mall. They signed a 15-year agreement, brokered by 
the city, stating that they would not attempt to convert the 
space into condos during that time. However, that agreement 
expires this year and has not yet been renewed. Even before 
COVID-19, Japan Center’s owners were slowly bleeding the 
place empty. The owners are not interested in preserving com-
munity:  Langdon Street Capital “seeks to acquire, manage, 
develop and finance value-add urban infill real estate through 
syndication of equity and joint venture partnerships,” and its 
partner 3D Investments “prides itself on providing attractive 
investment options for investors from all over the globe.” 
Langdon and 3D have refused to negotiate rents with small 
businesses, resulting in the nearly-dead mall that Japan Center 
is today. In 2007, Japan Center owners began working with 
architects to draw up plans for condos to replace the mall. 

Because of the mall owner’s unwillingness to provide 
more than six months rent forgiveness for small businesses, 
we saw a number of these community shops shut down. So 

who is truly a threat to the culture of Japantown?
During the early days of the pandemic, the city only 

partially followed guidance from medical pros who advised 
that the spread of the virus and its stronger variants. The city 
set up contracts with companies like Urban Alchemy to turn 
empty parking lots into campsites, and hotels into temporary 
housing, promising to offer permanent housing to all. The 
resources spent on these public-private partnerships has re-
sulted in placing few houseless people in permanent homes. 
Our community cannot rely on corporations like Urban 
Alchemy or the owners of Japan Center, either. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, San Francisco’s 
rents have stayed unaffordable--never dipping below $3,000. 
And since July, rents have actually gone up, despite a boom 
in building over the past decade. Corporate landlords are just 
getting bigger since the pandemic began, buying up build-
ings as quickly as they can while corporate media outlets 
run stories that push the false message that “mom-and-pop” 
landlords are victims of the pandemic. Sheriffs continue to 
evict San Franciscans in spite of the “eviction moratorium” 
that is set to end November 30. 

We’ve seen time and again that real estate is a preda-
tory industry quick to betray local communities—including 
Japanese Americans. Join the groups who are working to stop 
landlord consolidation and evictions, such as theCoalition on 
Homelessness, Anti-Eviction Mapping Project, Gay Shame, 
Housing Rights Committee, and Western Regional Advocacy 
Project. Likewise, 4DalyCity is battling the plan to turn 
over public school land to developers who promise to build 
a few “affordable” housing units while building hundreds 
of luxury condos; in Los Ange-les this past February, a real 
estate developer called Pacifica Companies began a wave of 
evictions at senior care facilities that served Japanese and 
Japanese American el-ders. Organizers (through a coalition 
called Save Our Seniors) are battling Pacifica now to stop 
more evictions. 

The state has budgeted $300 million to purchase 
buildings for permanent housing for people experiencing 
homelessness, and a few Japanese Americans are out here 
trying to send back the cash. The SF Homelessness and Sup-
portive Housing department identified a few hotels such as 
Japantown’s Buchanan Hotel as solutions. The Buchanan 
was a failing tourist hotel owned by a British corporation, 
the InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG), and previously the 
Phoenix, Arizona-based Best Western Hotels & Resorts. At 
the beginning of the pandemic, IHG leased the building to 
the city as a shelter-in-place (SIP) hotel for homeless people 
to curb COVID-19’s spread. IHG has no plans to reopen 
the Buchanan, and it could easily renovated into a space 
that would mean hundreds of supportive housing units, and 
living-wage jobs for people who work there. We desperately 

Do Not Speak for Us
need the rooms, because the city has already started to evict 
people from SIP hotels, acting like the pandemic is over. 
We also can’t depend on tourism returning and providing a 
source of living wages for people here, and until our unhoused 
neighbors have access to a permanent roof to sleep under, we 
aren’t interested in recreating the “Disneyfied” Japantowns 
designed by mid-1900s urban planners to appeal to tourists.

Corporate real estate investors like 3D and Langdon are 
buying up available housing units and leaving them empty, 
while some of these same landlords are getting ready to 
mass-evict tenants. If anti-homeless campaign leaders are 
interested in stopping vio-lence, helping small businesses, 
and preserving local Japanese American culture, then demand 
that the city help homeless and low-income San Franciscans, 
Japanese Ameri-can or not, by purchasing as many empty 
buildings as possible to give people some-where to stabilize 
their lives. For example, the owners of the Majestic Hotel, 
a couple of blocks east of the Buchanan, are also ready to 
sell to the city. Before Redevelop-ment, the block where 
The Buchanan Hotel now stands was residential housing. 
Back then, the city used “eminent domain” policies to take 
Japanese American (and Black and Filipinx) homes. The 
city could also use eminent domain, only this time, use it to 
take back land from rich tax-evaders and use it to shelter the 
city’s most vulnerable res-idents. 

By saying that permanent supportive housing will 
destroy the community rewrites the history of Japanese 
American activism and tenant organizing, twisting it to push 
a pro-real estate industry message. In the 1960s, the SF Re-
development Agency (SFRA) was run by a notoriously cruel 
leader, Justin Herman, who called the land “too valuable to 
permit poor people to park on it,” and backed by groups like 
SPUR, he urged politi-cians to move the city’s population 
“closer to standard white Anglo-Saxon Protestant character-
istics.” They succeeded in displacing hundreds of Japanese 
Americans, not to mention destroying Black community in 
the nearby Fillmore District, and almost com-pletely level-
ing the Filipinx neighborhood once known as Manilatown. 
The City prom-ised anyone displaced would be promised 
financial help to relocate, but failed to live up to that promise. 
It took grassroots tenant groups like the Committee Against 
Ni-honmachi Evictions (CANE) to save Japantown from 
total demolition by the SFRA and a Japan-based investment 
company, Kintetsu Enterprises. CANE stepped in where 
the city failed, managing to rehouse some of the Japanese 
American residents who were made homeless through the 
city’s racist policies. 

In the 1980s, Japanese Americans became the only ethnic 
group to receive significant universal financial reparations 
from the US government, after a 30-year campaign re-sulted 
in $20,000 in reparations for incarcerees. Those who say they 
want to preserve Japantown’s culture need to start with the 
people first, and we could learn a lot from the struggles of 
CANE did in the 1970s, movements like Save Our Seniors 
in LA, and the J-Town Action and Solidarity Network. (LA, 
San Francisco, Seattle organizers repped West Coast Japan-
towns on a September panel on displacement, and released 
its own statement demanding “the immediate commandeer-
ing of unoccupied hotel units and their conversion into free 
housing for all who lack housing.”) There’s also the work of 
indigenous Lisjan-Ohlone people who are currently working 
on projects like the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust, to rematriate 
some of the Bay Area that was taken from native tribes that 
were killed and enslaved by European settlers during their 
brutal coloniza-tion of the West Coast. 

Stable housing is a basic need, and permanent housing 
could be a form of reparations for people who are currently 
unhoused, and who have suffered, and continue to suffer 
because San Francisco’s government, and the real estate 
industry that funds local polit-ical campaigns, is very inten-
tionally causing more suffering. We hope that other Japa-nese 
Americans will join us and already existing movements to end 
the silence around this. Speak out with us and our homeless 
friends, family, and neighbors.

Gay Shame took over Harvey milk plaza on October 30 for a No Cops, No Fees, Make BART and MUNI Free, anti-
gentrification action, with the Brass Liberation Orchestra, costumes, candy, and legal observers from the SF National 
Lawyers Guild. Though not invited, SFPD came too. 

Gay Shame – Make BART and MUNI Free!
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Clean Water is a 
Necessity

There is an  on-going life-threatening clean water crisis 
in the Stateville Correctional Facility in Joliet IL. On Dec. 
7th, Chicago-based Community Renewal Society mem-
ber congregations joined with 17 community organizations to 
protest and to deliver 62,250 bottles of safe and clean water. 
Access to safe and clean water is a human right, in prison and 
out. It is a matter of economic and racial justice. At a press 
conference before the demonstration, speakers demanded 
that the governor of Illinois resolve this crisis immediately, 
saying that human life depends on it. And it seems like the 
least the state could do – provide clean water.

Lost Soul
Hey there to all of my LGBT family. I just received 

my first UltraViolet issue and I want to say that I feel your 
all’s pain. I am in prison for 2 violent murders. I have 2 life 
withouts and will never get out of prison. I am transgender 
and when I first came to prison in 2011 all gay people were 
targeted. We were looked at as sicko’s, weak and weird. Even 
the staff looked down on us. So instead of me being who I 
am, I acted like someone who I wasn’t. I was mean toward 
everyone, always fighting and trying to be aggressive all the 
time no matter the situation. I figured that as long as I held 
that reputation then I wouldn’t have to worry about getting 
picked on. I stayed like that for 10 years, up until the begin-
ning of 2021. I realized that I didn’t truly love myself acting 
and doing the things that I was doing, so I eventually started 
carrying myself who I really am. Even though I get treated 
bad and get picked on like I do, I realize I can say that I love 
myself and no one can ever take that away from me. So I 
want to say that don’t let no one ever make you do things or 
act a way you normally wouldn’t act. Always love yourself, 
that’s the only thing that matters and don’t let no one take 
that away from you. I’m always open to meet and write new 
people so let’s be friends … Marion Parker #139284, EKCC, 
200 Road to Justice, West Liberty KY 41472

Pen Pal Resources
BLACK AND PINK, 6223 Maple Street, #4428, 
Omaha NE 68104
Black and Pink is an open family of LGBT prisoners and 
free world allies. We provide a free monthly newslet-
ter of prisoner written material, host an online listing 
of pen pals, coordinate an art program, provide direct 
advocacy when possible, and offer religious and erotic 
materials upon request. Donations of stamps are always 
welcomed but not required.
SYLVIA RIVERA LAW PROJCT, 147 W. 24th St., 
5th Floor, New York, NY 10011
Provides free civil legal services and a pen pal pro-
gram to incarcerated people in New York who are 
transgender,intersex, or gender nonconforming. We 
are a collectively-run organization that seeks to make 
systemic change and increase the political power of 
our communities.
PRISONER CORRESPONDENCE PROJECT, 
QPIRG Concordia c/o Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Ouest, Montreal QC H3G 1M8 CANADA 
or info@prisonercorrespondenceproject.com
Pen pal service for prisoners in u.s. and canada. (postage 
from u.s. to canada is $1.20)

Still Standing Tall
Hi Family. I’m an individual who made plenty of mis-

takes, even tried to do right but still landed back in prison. 
But now I am close to getting out if I get parole this year, 
I will be good, if not I max out next year. I am writing this 
story to say I lost my mother this year in January. I blame 
myself because standing up for myself and protecting my-
self, I missed the chance to see mother’s service and burial. 
I did get to talk to my mother on the phone and I knew she 
wasn’t going to live much longer because she needed a lung 
transplant and didn’t have the money to be put at the top of 
the list. But … God took her home to stop her pain and even 
though my mother passed away, she got to see me graduate 
high school and go on living my life. Even though I made 
mistakes, I am still standing tall living the life as the woman 
I want to be.

I, Ms Juicy queen bee, in Pennsylvania send a shout out 
to my friends and family across the states that are in prison 
trying to make it and a special shout out to my friend and other 
half, Mr. E Stuges and kisses. William Coward #ML5077 SCI 
Houtzdale PO Box 33028, St Petersburg FL 33733 [address 
for letters to PA prisoners]

New Amendment Needed
The Abolition Amendment has been introduced in the 

Senate and the House. Co-sponsored by Senator Edward 
Markey MA, Senator Jeff Merkley OR and Congresswoman 
Nikema Williams GA, it is currently pending in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The resolution would amend the u.s. 
constitution by adding a new Article prohibiting the use of 
slavery and involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime. 
It would end the damaging slavery loophole that still persists 
in the U.S. Constitution. The 13th Amendment, passed in 
1865, formally ended slavery but included a clause allow-
ing it as punishment for convicted persons. The Abolition 
Amendment would include language that nobody should 
be stripped of their basic humanity and forced to toil for 
someone else’s profit for any reason. The amendment would 
be a step towards abolishing prisons altogether but it would 
have to be ratified by ¾ of the 50 states. 

ABOLISH PRISONS NOW

Who Am I?
A very wise woman once told me that the best gift you 

can give yourself is the gift of knowing who you are!!  I am 
a TRANSwoman (Taking Risks and Never Stopping). I am 
stronger, wiser and much better than before because I have 
that gift. To all my TRANS bros and sis’ do you know who 
you are? I pray that you do and if you are still searching for 
your identity, I pray that you find it. I recently embraced my 
transformation and every day since has seemed like a holiday. 
Bro and sis, I stand in solidarity with you all, those of us 
behind barz and those of you in the FREE World..

I have a question for you all. Do you believe that a 12 
year old is capable of knowing what gender he/she chooses 
to be? Recently rapper “Lil Boosie” blasted Dewayne Wade 
because D-Wade is allowing his son/daughter to get gender 
re-assignment surgery. Do you agree? I do not. I had the gift 
of knowing who I was at 9 years old.  I applaud D-Wade; 
he is an All-Star on and off the court. He understands that 
his child’s life will not be one without trouble, but he also 
understands trouble don’t last always. 

Pursue your transformation diligently, train your mind 
not to dwell on your fearful thoughts. You are not alone, the 
Queen Mother Summer Breeze is with you. Love you all. 
Laderic McDonald #1290182, SECC, 300 East Pedro Simmons 
Dr. Charleston MO 603834

I Need Advocacy
Please help me. My name is Matthew Lee Espinoza. I 

am Transgender but because I have been tormented since 
3/2020, even if I’m miserable I’m going back to living my 
life as a man.

In March of 2020, I was sexually harassed by a Cor-
rectional Officer. After the second time I had to reject his 
sexual advances, he began to maliciously harass me. After 
a year I tried to file a P.R.E.A. because he would not leave 
me alone! That’s all I’ve ever wanted. I tried to file with 
my Psych Clinician and a mean I.S.U. officer. Nothing got 
filed. But everything got 10x worse for me. All I want is to 
do my time because I did put myself here and it was wrong 
for me to be getting ‘stabby’ with anyone!!! But I don’t de-
serve all this bullshit. Please help me with some advocacy. 
Matthew Lee Espinoza #BE6973, Mule Creek S.P./B-9-222, 
PO Box 409040, Ione CA 95640

Sorry I have been absent from the scene for a moment. 
I have an awful true story to share with our family again. On 
March 3rd, a Sgt. slammed me on the ground because I had 
my hair pinned up in a very cute hairstyle known as pigtails 
while sporting a mini skirt, then SEVERAL other male offi-
cers came rushing in and one of them put shackles on my legs. 
So I’m being held to the ground in Handcuffs and shackles 
by multiple violent and derogatory staff members. Another 
officer, a Lt. sprayed me in the face at point blank range with 
pepper spray. Why???!! What possible threat am I, once be-
ing held by multiple male officers?? I’m only a girl of 150 
pounds. Anyways, then these discriminatory officers picked 
me up and carried me into my cell and cut all of my clothes 
off except my panties. And then carried me out in the hallway 

in front of all the male offenders! Let me tell you something, 
my psychological and emotional state since that happened 
has been TORMENT! I’ve had flashbacks to my childhood 
about my father. Plus I’ve been having night terrors. So, with 
all that being said, I am not the only Transgender Woman up 
here at this prison that has been attacked.  This has to stop!!

We need help up here. This abuse and brutality is out 
of hand! Anybody that is willing to help, please feel free 
to write. Also to the other Muslim brothers and sisters, 
Transgender or not: AS SALAAMU ALAIKUM! I would 
love to get to meet other Musilimahs like me. My name 
is Neah Hafsa ASLYon or sometimes Tequila or Seaneal. 
Sease Beard #1251289, J.C.C.C. 8200 No More Victims Rd. 
Jefferson City MO 65101

 Horrifying True Story

Thank you for being the first newsletter to publish my 
short script. I opened up your newsletter on 11/2/2021 and 
turned to the Shorts from Inside and seen my own wording 
and started crying. It took me around 5 ½ minutes to gather 
myself. Until next time. BGR, San Luis Obispo CA

I just received your latest Fall 2021 issue and wanted to 
thank you all so much for keeping tabs on me and updating 
my address.  You guys (and gals) are awesome. Your pub-
lication has been a bright spot during my time down and I 
always look forward to each and every issue. With love and 
solidarity, DE, Devens MA

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference, try 
sleeping with a mosquito.” MW, Florida City FL

I love your UltraViolet newspaper and find comfort in 
the fact that I’m not alone. I’m incarcerated. I’m female with 
a desire to finally live freely with in the prison as a male. 
I’m ready to break free of this shell of a woman and emerge 
proudly as the man I am meant to be. The Florida women’s 
prison system finally has a Transgender Program. The 
program allows us to receive male hygiene products, wear 
men’s clothing and has Hormone Therapy. I’ve submitted 
several requests of my desires to enroll into this program. 
I’m terrified of being denied. Do you have knowledge of any 
Florida Transgender Advocacy Groups? You are greatly ap-
preciated for all you are to the LGBTQI community and are 
the voice for us incarcerated people. Trans4Life!! Amanda 
Blair #E44286. Lowell CI, 11120 NW Gainesville Rd. Ocala 
FL 34482

Greetings from Ohio to all the amazingly strong and 
resilent beautiful people reading these words. I am a trans-
woman looking to build and network with other trans people 
incarcerated across the states who may need some help/
support as they continue to fight for a voice. I am going on 
my 5th month on H.R.T. after over a decade worth of blood, 
sweat, tears, lawsuits and all the ugliness that we know so 
well. I had strong people encouraging me and still do as I 
continue. I would love to pay it forward. Inmate-to-inmate is 
allowed in Ohio prisons. Victoria Drain #726-985, Ohio S.P. 
878 Coitsville-Hubbard Rd. Youngstown OH 44505

I want to thank all who wrote me after my short, “Cher-
ish Cupid no matter where it strikes” (Fall 2021).  I have a 
problem with my mailroom as they are unauthorizing all my 

letters for inmate-to-inmate correspondence. This has been 
an issue I’m dealing with – luckily I was able to get a few 
in. If you wrote me and did not receive a response or have 
not written but want to, please write to the new address and 
I will write back guaranteed. Wayne Walker, 1861 Jeane Ave. 
Pahrump NV 89048

I enjoy getting and reading your UltraViolet newspaper. 
I just got volume XXXIII, #2 and it is very interesting to 
read. I always read it word for word , I love reading those 
articles. RLA, Perry FL

I’m getting released!! Cancel this address and I’ll write 
with the new one. JT, Mt Olive WV [ed. Note – CONGRATU-
LATIONS]

I want you to know you’ve been really keeping my eyes 
open so I can be understanding of my daughter once I am 
released next year. LE, Canon City CO

Today I received the Fall 2021 issue of UltraViolet and 
recently got the Spring 2021 and Summer 2021 issues to catch 
me up to date for the ones I missed during my long (frustrat-
ing) transfer process to this prison. There is a surprisingly 
large LGBTQ community in here at FCI Ashland KY and 
I have shared those three issues with others in my unit. I’m 
helping spread the word … your words.  I’ll keep all issues 
to share with new arrivals in our community here. Keep a 
song of joy inside your heart. DP, Ashland KY

I’m transmale in prison in Florida. My facility just started 
recognizing Gender Dysphoria and they are actually giving 
me testosterone as hormone therapy. KT, Ocala FL

A friend let me read some of your newspaper. I just love 
the articles on tranz-injustice. I am on a life sentence. I’ve 
been down 25 years, since 196. On the streets, I was forced 
to play the role of only a guy without a girl. I’m from Ogden 
UT where there were only 2 gay bars. It’s sad that I had to 
come to prison for a few years just to have the courage to 
come out. In 2005 I changed my name to Melissa. Not legally 
(I wish). This shows how oppressed we have been for so so 
long. This needs to change. I’m grateful for people like you 
who give a damn about rights for everyone. Respectfully, 
MM, Draper UT

I am a proud Gay black man incarcerated in the Michigan 
Department of Corrections and I’m very interested in your 
group. Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication 
to the men in prison like us! JJ, St Louis MI

Shorts From Inside
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Clean Water is a 
Necessity

There is an  on-going life-threatening clean water crisis 
in the Stateville Correctional Facility in Joliet IL. On Dec. 
7th, Chicago-based Community Renewal Society mem-
ber congregations joined with 17 community organizations to 
protest and to deliver 62,250 bottles of safe and clean water. 
Access to safe and clean water is a human right, in prison and 
out. It is a matter of economic and racial justice. At a press 
conference before the demonstration, speakers demanded 
that the governor of Illinois resolve this crisis immediately, 
saying that human life depends on it. And it seems like the 
least the state could do – provide clean water.

Lost Soul
Hey there to all of my LGBT family. I just received 

my first UltraViolet issue and I want to say that I feel your 
all’s pain. I am in prison for 2 violent murders. I have 2 life 
withouts and will never get out of prison. I am transgender 
and when I first came to prison in 2011 all gay people were 
targeted. We were looked at as sicko’s, weak and weird. Even 
the staff looked down on us. So instead of me being who I 
am, I acted like someone who I wasn’t. I was mean toward 
everyone, always fighting and trying to be aggressive all the 
time no matter the situation. I figured that as long as I held 
that reputation then I wouldn’t have to worry about getting 
picked on. I stayed like that for 10 years, up until the begin-
ning of 2021. I realized that I didn’t truly love myself acting 
and doing the things that I was doing, so I eventually started 
carrying myself who I really am. Even though I get treated 
bad and get picked on like I do, I realize I can say that I love 
myself and no one can ever take that away from me. So I 
want to say that don’t let no one ever make you do things or 
act a way you normally wouldn’t act. Always love yourself, 
that’s the only thing that matters and don’t let no one take 
that away from you. I’m always open to meet and write new 
people so let’s be friends … Marion Parker #139284, EKCC, 
200 Road to Justice, West Liberty KY 41472

Pen Pal Resources
BLACK AND PINK, 6223 Maple Street, #4428, 
Omaha NE 68104
Black and Pink is an open family of LGBT prisoners and 
free world allies. We provide a free monthly newslet-
ter of prisoner written material, host an online listing 
of pen pals, coordinate an art program, provide direct 
advocacy when possible, and offer religious and erotic 
materials upon request. Donations of stamps are always 
welcomed but not required.
SYLVIA RIVERA LAW PROJCT, 147 W. 24th St., 
5th Floor, New York, NY 10011
Provides free civil legal services and a pen pal pro-
gram to incarcerated people in New York who are 
transgender,intersex, or gender nonconforming. We 
are a collectively-run organization that seeks to make 
systemic change and increase the political power of 
our communities.
PRISONER CORRESPONDENCE PROJECT, 
QPIRG Concordia c/o Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Ouest, Montreal QC H3G 1M8 CANADA 
or info@prisonercorrespondenceproject.com
Pen pal service for prisoners in u.s. and canada. (postage 
from u.s. to canada is $1.20)

Still Standing Tall
Hi Family. I’m an individual who made plenty of mis-

takes, even tried to do right but still landed back in prison. 
But now I am close to getting out if I get parole this year, 
I will be good, if not I max out next year. I am writing this 
story to say I lost my mother this year in January. I blame 
myself because standing up for myself and protecting my-
self, I missed the chance to see mother’s service and burial. 
I did get to talk to my mother on the phone and I knew she 
wasn’t going to live much longer because she needed a lung 
transplant and didn’t have the money to be put at the top of 
the list. But … God took her home to stop her pain and even 
though my mother passed away, she got to see me graduate 
high school and go on living my life. Even though I made 
mistakes, I am still standing tall living the life as the woman 
I want to be.

I, Ms Juicy queen bee, in Pennsylvania send a shout out 
to my friends and family across the states that are in prison 
trying to make it and a special shout out to my friend and other 
half, Mr. E Stuges and kisses. William Coward #ML5077 SCI 
Houtzdale PO Box 33028, St Petersburg FL 33733 [address 
for letters to PA prisoners]

New Amendment Needed
The Abolition Amendment has been introduced in the 

Senate and the House. Co-sponsored by Senator Edward 
Markey MA, Senator Jeff Merkley OR and Congresswoman 
Nikema Williams GA, it is currently pending in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The resolution would amend the u.s. 
constitution by adding a new Article prohibiting the use of 
slavery and involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime. 
It would end the damaging slavery loophole that still persists 
in the U.S. Constitution. The 13th Amendment, passed in 
1865, formally ended slavery but included a clause allow-
ing it as punishment for convicted persons. The Abolition 
Amendment would include language that nobody should 
be stripped of their basic humanity and forced to toil for 
someone else’s profit for any reason. The amendment would 
be a step towards abolishing prisons altogether but it would 
have to be ratified by ¾ of the 50 states. 

ABOLISH PRISONS NOW

Who Am I?
A very wise woman once told me that the best gift you 

can give yourself is the gift of knowing who you are!!  I am 
a TRANSwoman (Taking Risks and Never Stopping). I am 
stronger, wiser and much better than before because I have 
that gift. To all my TRANS bros and sis’ do you know who 
you are? I pray that you do and if you are still searching for 
your identity, I pray that you find it. I recently embraced my 
transformation and every day since has seemed like a holiday. 
Bro and sis, I stand in solidarity with you all, those of us 
behind barz and those of you in the FREE World..

I have a question for you all. Do you believe that a 12 
year old is capable of knowing what gender he/she chooses 
to be? Recently rapper “Lil Boosie” blasted Dewayne Wade 
because D-Wade is allowing his son/daughter to get gender 
re-assignment surgery. Do you agree? I do not. I had the gift 
of knowing who I was at 9 years old.  I applaud D-Wade; 
he is an All-Star on and off the court. He understands that 
his child’s life will not be one without trouble, but he also 
understands trouble don’t last always. 

Pursue your transformation diligently, train your mind 
not to dwell on your fearful thoughts. You are not alone, the 
Queen Mother Summer Breeze is with you. Love you all. 
Laderic McDonald #1290182, SECC, 300 East Pedro Simmons 
Dr. Charleston MO 603834

I Need Advocacy
Please help me. My name is Matthew Lee Espinoza. I 

am Transgender but because I have been tormented since 
3/2020, even if I’m miserable I’m going back to living my 
life as a man.

In March of 2020, I was sexually harassed by a Cor-
rectional Officer. After the second time I had to reject his 
sexual advances, he began to maliciously harass me. After 
a year I tried to file a P.R.E.A. because he would not leave 
me alone! That’s all I’ve ever wanted. I tried to file with 
my Psych Clinician and a mean I.S.U. officer. Nothing got 
filed. But everything got 10x worse for me. All I want is to 
do my time because I did put myself here and it was wrong 
for me to be getting ‘stabby’ with anyone!!! But I don’t de-
serve all this bullshit. Please help me with some advocacy. 
Matthew Lee Espinoza #BE6973, Mule Creek S.P./B-9-222, 
PO Box 409040, Ione CA 95640

Sorry I have been absent from the scene for a moment. 
I have an awful true story to share with our family again. On 
March 3rd, a Sgt. slammed me on the ground because I had 
my hair pinned up in a very cute hairstyle known as pigtails 
while sporting a mini skirt, then SEVERAL other male offi-
cers came rushing in and one of them put shackles on my legs. 
So I’m being held to the ground in Handcuffs and shackles 
by multiple violent and derogatory staff members. Another 
officer, a Lt. sprayed me in the face at point blank range with 
pepper spray. Why???!! What possible threat am I, once be-
ing held by multiple male officers?? I’m only a girl of 150 
pounds. Anyways, then these discriminatory officers picked 
me up and carried me into my cell and cut all of my clothes 
off except my panties. And then carried me out in the hallway 

in front of all the male offenders! Let me tell you something, 
my psychological and emotional state since that happened 
has been TORMENT! I’ve had flashbacks to my childhood 
about my father. Plus I’ve been having night terrors. So, with 
all that being said, I am not the only Transgender Woman up 
here at this prison that has been attacked.  This has to stop!!

We need help up here. This abuse and brutality is out 
of hand! Anybody that is willing to help, please feel free 
to write. Also to the other Muslim brothers and sisters, 
Transgender or not: AS SALAAMU ALAIKUM! I would 
love to get to meet other Musilimahs like me. My name 
is Neah Hafsa ASLYon or sometimes Tequila or Seaneal. 
Sease Beard #1251289, J.C.C.C. 8200 No More Victims Rd. 
Jefferson City MO 65101

 Horrifying True Story

Thank you for being the first newsletter to publish my 
short script. I opened up your newsletter on 11/2/2021 and 
turned to the Shorts from Inside and seen my own wording 
and started crying. It took me around 5 ½ minutes to gather 
myself. Until next time. BGR, San Luis Obispo CA

I just received your latest Fall 2021 issue and wanted to 
thank you all so much for keeping tabs on me and updating 
my address.  You guys (and gals) are awesome. Your pub-
lication has been a bright spot during my time down and I 
always look forward to each and every issue. With love and 
solidarity, DE, Devens MA

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference, try 
sleeping with a mosquito.” MW, Florida City FL

I love your UltraViolet newspaper and find comfort in 
the fact that I’m not alone. I’m incarcerated. I’m female with 
a desire to finally live freely with in the prison as a male. 
I’m ready to break free of this shell of a woman and emerge 
proudly as the man I am meant to be. The Florida women’s 
prison system finally has a Transgender Program. The 
program allows us to receive male hygiene products, wear 
men’s clothing and has Hormone Therapy. I’ve submitted 
several requests of my desires to enroll into this program. 
I’m terrified of being denied. Do you have knowledge of any 
Florida Transgender Advocacy Groups? You are greatly ap-
preciated for all you are to the LGBTQI community and are 
the voice for us incarcerated people. Trans4Life!! Amanda 
Blair #E44286. Lowell CI, 11120 NW Gainesville Rd. Ocala 
FL 34482

Greetings from Ohio to all the amazingly strong and 
resilent beautiful people reading these words. I am a trans-
woman looking to build and network with other trans people 
incarcerated across the states who may need some help/
support as they continue to fight for a voice. I am going on 
my 5th month on H.R.T. after over a decade worth of blood, 
sweat, tears, lawsuits and all the ugliness that we know so 
well. I had strong people encouraging me and still do as I 
continue. I would love to pay it forward. Inmate-to-inmate is 
allowed in Ohio prisons. Victoria Drain #726-985, Ohio S.P. 
878 Coitsville-Hubbard Rd. Youngstown OH 44505

I want to thank all who wrote me after my short, “Cher-
ish Cupid no matter where it strikes” (Fall 2021).  I have a 
problem with my mailroom as they are unauthorizing all my 

letters for inmate-to-inmate correspondence. This has been 
an issue I’m dealing with – luckily I was able to get a few 
in. If you wrote me and did not receive a response or have 
not written but want to, please write to the new address and 
I will write back guaranteed. Wayne Walker, 1861 Jeane Ave. 
Pahrump NV 89048

I enjoy getting and reading your UltraViolet newspaper. 
I just got volume XXXIII, #2 and it is very interesting to 
read. I always read it word for word , I love reading those 
articles. RLA, Perry FL

I’m getting released!! Cancel this address and I’ll write 
with the new one. JT, Mt Olive WV [ed. Note – CONGRATU-
LATIONS]

I want you to know you’ve been really keeping my eyes 
open so I can be understanding of my daughter once I am 
released next year. LE, Canon City CO

Today I received the Fall 2021 issue of UltraViolet and 
recently got the Spring 2021 and Summer 2021 issues to catch 
me up to date for the ones I missed during my long (frustrat-
ing) transfer process to this prison. There is a surprisingly 
large LGBTQ community in here at FCI Ashland KY and 
I have shared those three issues with others in my unit. I’m 
helping spread the word … your words.  I’ll keep all issues 
to share with new arrivals in our community here. Keep a 
song of joy inside your heart. DP, Ashland KY

I’m transmale in prison in Florida. My facility just started 
recognizing Gender Dysphoria and they are actually giving 
me testosterone as hormone therapy. KT, Ocala FL

A friend let me read some of your newspaper. I just love 
the articles on tranz-injustice. I am on a life sentence. I’ve 
been down 25 years, since 196. On the streets, I was forced 
to play the role of only a guy without a girl. I’m from Ogden 
UT where there were only 2 gay bars. It’s sad that I had to 
come to prison for a few years just to have the courage to 
come out. In 2005 I changed my name to Melissa. Not legally 
(I wish). This shows how oppressed we have been for so so 
long. This needs to change. I’m grateful for people like you 
who give a damn about rights for everyone. Respectfully, 
MM, Draper UT

I am a proud Gay black man incarcerated in the Michigan 
Department of Corrections and I’m very interested in your 
group. Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication 
to the men in prison like us! JJ, St Louis MI
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by Tory
On November 12th Mad Mob had its first demonstra-

tion since the beginning of covid. The action called for the 
end of conservatorship, mental health treatment on demand, 
and took place as part of  a national day of support for 
Britney Spears, who was having her final hearing, chal-
lenging her 12 year conservatorship by her father. While 
the case of Britney Spears has educated the public on the 
draconian nature of conservatorship, which removes a 
person’s independent decision making, assigning instead a 
court-appointed guardian, most people who are conserved 
do not have the vast financial resources of Britney, a famous 
pop star. The vast majority of people conserved are people 
with psychiatric disabilities and no resources.  One of the 
slogans of the rally was  #ItsNotJustBritney.

The action was held at San Francisco General Hospital 
because the psychiatric emergency service there is often 
the beginning of the process of incarcerating people with 
psychiatric disabilities. Such incarceration can lead to 
long term conservatorship. There was an excellent turnout 
of about 60-70 people from Gay Shame, LAGAI, Mental 
Health First, Mental Health Association, Senior Disability 
Action and others.  There were fabulous signs such as MAD 
PRIDE and a big CONSERVATORSHIP IS TOXIC banner.

A number of people spoke about first-hand traumatic 
experiences of being held against their will during a men-

tal health crisis and the utter lack of actual treatment they 
received. The point was made that the gun-happy police 
routinely kill people during a mental health crisis, under-
scoring the immediate need for peer led crisis intervention 
deescalation teams to respond to emergencies. People 
talked about San Francisco’s frequent practice of conserving 
people and sending them to board and care homes in distant 
counties in the central valley, far from friends and support 
systems. Complete lack of low income/public housing, 

Mad Mob Mobes in SF

10 Facts About 
Abortion Rights

The supreme kkkourt just heard arguments about 
the Mississippi law banning abortion after about 
15 weeks from the start of a person’s last menstrual 
period. The law’s very likely to be upheld, and it 
could lead to a decision overturning Roe v. Wade al-
together. Contrary to what you might have heard, that 
doesn’t mean abortion will be outlawed nationally. It 
means that states will be able to outlaw all, some or 
most abortion care. States have been chipping away 
at abortion rights since the Hyde Amendment was 
passed in 1976, preventing any federal funds from 
being used for abortion services. Abortion care is 
already very difficult to access and it will get worse. 
It will not, however, go away, and there is a lot we 
can (and must) do to preserve it.
Here are a few facts:
* Roe v. Wade did not make abortion legal. It made it 

illegal for states to unduly restrict it. By that time, 
six states already had legal abortion, including 
New York and California. 

* 17 states have passed laws restricting or eliminat-
ing abortion, which will go into effect as soon as 
Roe is overturned.

* Six states, including California, have laws to 
protect the right to reproductive choice.

* 90% percent of US counties currently have no 
abortion provider, and nearly 40% of reproductive 
age women live in those counties. 

* Only 15 states provide public financing for abor-
tion (meaning, you can use your Medicaid for 
abortion). 

* In 2014, 53% of abortion patients paid out of 
pocket for the procedure, which costs an average 
of $508 in the first trimester. 50% of women seek-
ing abortion fall below the federal poverty level.

* Medication (as opposed to surgical) abortions 
accounted for 39% of all abortions in 2017. 

* The majority of medication abortions are offered 
in specialized clinics (as are surgical abortions). 
In 2017, 30% of clinics provided only medication 
abortion.

* Almost every state has at least one abortion fund, 
which helps women get the care they need. Many 
funds also help arrange travel or places for people 
to stay if they have to go out of town to get care. 
Find out who is doing this work in your area at 
abortionfunds.org. They all need money and most 
also need volunteers.

* Donating and offering rides and housing is not 
enough. The right to the health care we choose is 
a political issue. Visible outrage and determination 
are essential. Protest and action do matter, even 
in “blue states” where abortion rights are safe.

ABORTION ON DEMAND WITHOUT  
APOLOGY – WE WON’T GO BACK

adequate supportive housing and waiting lists for substance 
abuse programs and shelters exacerbates mental health crises 
leading to incarceration and conservatorship. Rebecca from 
Anti Police Terror Project spoke about the use of conserva-
torship by the federal government and thieving lawyers to 
steal Native American land under the guise of ”protecting” 
indigenous people.

Mad Mob is a mad led group, a part of the San Francisco 
nonprofit Senior Disability Action.  There are a range of 
political point of views which grow out of people’s lived ex-
perience with the current broken oppressive NON treatment 
system.  Many people are abolitionists wanting an end to all 
incarceration including conservatorship/guardianship.  Along 
with this people want treatment on demand.  Many people are 
part of peer run support projects and crisis response alterna-
tives to the police.  Recent meetings have included the idea 
of supported decision making in the place of conservatorship. 
People are also discussing ways to create mutual aid as well 
as more direct action opposing conservatorship.  Mad Mob 
meetings on zoom are open and information can be found 
at sdaction.org. 

This work, like all our activist work, calls for a complete 
transformation of the current system.

REVOLUTION NOW

by Blue
There are a lot of bad laws. And there are some good 

laws that contain bad exemptions. When California passed 
the state sanctuary law, SB54, it included carve outs (bad) 
that allows law enforcement agents to voluntarily turn some 
people over to ICE, based on convictions. It is voluntary. 
These types of laws allow bad people to do bad things to 
other people with impunity. Since 2017 the sheriff of San 
Mateo County has turned over 100 people to ICE. Every year 
a Truth Act Forum is held to review the practice of handing 
people over to ICE who imprisons them again and can deport 
them.  Once a person is deported there is very little that can 
be done to reunite them with their people.

The 2021 Truth Act Forum for San Mateo County was 
held on November 3 over Zoom.  SMC sheriff Bolanos 
turned more people over to ICE this year than any other 
county in the Bay Area. According to the department of 
justice, he turned over 26 people. The sheriff disputes this 
number and claims the feds are counting charges, not people 
and that he turned over 15, not 26. But even one is too many!

San Mateo County for Immigrant Rights (SMCCIR) 
held a rally outside the county offices in Redwood City 
before the Forum began. About 50 people participated and 
a lot of media showed up to interview and film the event.

The Truth Act Forum was organized by SMCCIR and 
presented by the SMC Board of Supervisors. For the first 
time the BOS allowed SMCCIR to have same amount of time 
as the sheriff in their presentations. The presenters included 
the sheriff, Melanie Kim from Asian Law Caucus and SMC-
CIR, Scott Sherman, an attorney from the private defenders 
(San Mateo is one of the only counties in California with no 
public defender’s office), and Angel Benito, a community 
leader who was deported to Mexico two years ago.

The sheriff gave the same talk he gives every year. He 
runs through the carve outs to show he is acting within the 
law, that his main concern is for the victims of the convicted 
person, public safety, and the very poor excuse that he is 
protecting the community from future crime.  Scott Sher-
man explained, among other points, that when people who 
are undocumented are arrested for a minor crime, the police 
will often threaten to turn them over to ICE immediately to 
convince them to plead to a more serious crime so that they 
go to prison in California. Then that major crime makes 
them eligible to be turned over to ICE after they serve their 
sentence here.  

Melanie Kim presented slides with statistics about the ter-
rible conditions and treatment that people are subjected to in ICE 
detention, including racial injustices, physical and sexual violence 
and medical neglect. A poll by U.S. Immigration Policy Center at 
University of California San Diego, commissioned by Advancing 
Justice - Asian Law Caucus showed of that 80% of respondents 
-- including 76% of self-described conservative voters and 54% 
of registered Republican voters -- agree or strongly agree that 
regardless of what country a person was born in, they should 
be released from prison or jail after completing their sentences. 
Six of out of every ten respondents say that the statement “after 
an immigrant who is convicted of a crime serves their prison or 
jail time, they should be allowed to return to their community 
here in California and rebuild their life” aligns closest with their 
personal views.

Angel Benito spoke to us from Mexico. He was deported 
after spending three years in ICE detention. He told of the mis-
treatment by ICE, the lack of proper nourishment and extreme 
medical neglect. He also talked about his family and community 
left behind – his mother and child, who he hasn’t seen in more 
than three years and how hard it is to be an absent father. 

The meeting was then opened for public comment. More than 
60 people spoke in favor of ending the county’s collaboration with 
ICE. Many of them were immigrants who expressed how unsafe 
they feel in San Mateo County. Not a single person supported the 
sheriff’s policy of collaboration. Upon completion of the public 
comments the supervisors responded to the testimonies. Supervi-
sors Pine, Slocum and Canepa all said that they wanted the end 
of transfers to ICE. Horsley did not agree. Groom said she would 
like to see a committee formed to discuss how this might happen. 
The County manager was asked if there was any way for the BOS 
to affect the sheriff’s policy but he did not have a good answer.

On November 9, a week after the forum, Bolanos announced 
that he was changing the policy and that the sheriff’s department 
would no longer be cooperating with ICE. We are still waiting for 
an official written statement of this change of policy. And we are 
still pressuring the BOS to pass an anti-collaboration with ICE 
ordinance to cement this change. 

While we celebrate this victory, we also have to acknowledge 
the irreparable harm done to the people and their friends and 
families who were impacted by this cruel and devastating transfer 
practice that has been going on for four years. Bolanos has yet to 
acknowledge all the damage that has been done to the community 
and families of people who were held in ICE custody or deported 
due to his discriminatory practice of turning people over to ICE. 

In 2022 the VISION Act will come before the state senate 
once again. This law will prevent any law enforcement agent 
from turning people over to ICE after they are released from 
prison. The state prisons are the worst offenders in this: 80% of 
people in ICE detention are there because local and state police 
and prison officials are working with ICE. The VISION Act will 
end this practice.

Phoeun You, a Cambodian refugee is due to be released 
from San Quentin State Prison in late December or early January. 
Phoeun is an incredible leader and has supported many folks in 
coming home from prison. He is one of the founding members of 
ROOTS, an ethnic studies based course, inside of San Quentin. 
Despite serving over 25 yrs, being found suitable for parole, & 
giving back to his community, Phoeun You, a Cambodian geno-
cide survivor, and refugee is facing ICE arrest. Stop this double 
punishment against Phoeun. @GavinNewsom #ProtectPhoeun 
and #StopICETransfers now!

ABOLISH ICE once and for always!

Crimeless Victims
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Bo Brown, a self-proclaimed “anti-authori-
tarian lesbian feminist anarcho-communist urban 
guerrilla” died in October, 10 days after her 74th 
birthday. She died at home from complications of 
dementia. 

Born in Klamath Falls OR, Bo left for the free-
dom of Seattle after graduating from high school. 
She did various odd jobs to support herself, spent a 
year in prison in 1971 and became a prison activist 
for the rest of her life.  After she got out of prison, 
Bo attended Community College in Seattle and 
joined her first (of many) prison activist groups, 
Women Out Now. Her dedication to activism on 
behalf of prisoners led to her involvement in the 
George Jackson Brigade (GJB). The GJB carried 
out many militant actions in the early 1970s as 
part of their opposition to capitalism, racism and 
imperialism. In 1977 Bo was arrested in Seattle 
for robbing a bank, the money to be used for the 
continued actions of the GJB.  Realizing she was 
being followed, Bo purposely led the police away 
from the safe house where other members of the 
GJB were staying. 

Bo Brown
Convicted in federal court in Portland and 

sentenced to 20 years, Bo was sent to Davis Hall, 
the Maximum Security Unit (MSU) at Alderson 
prison in WV. Davis was the first high security spe-
cial control and isolation unit for political women. 
While there, Bo met “dangerous” women like 
Black revolutionary Assata Shakur and Lolita LeB-
ron and other Puerto Rican Independistas. Together 
they tried to publicize the unfair conditions of the 
MSU and finally with pressure from community 
groups, lawyers and other inmate activists, the 
MSU was closed, though Alderson continued to 
be a high security prison for women. Bo spent the 
next 7 years being shuttled to different prisons and 
jails including in Chicago (where she taught weight 
lifting), Reno NV and ultimately Pleasanton CA. 

Because of the support of the Lesbian com-
munity in the Bay Area, including advocacy with 
prison authorities, Bo was guaranteed a job at the 
Women’s Press and a place to live. She was paroled 
to San Francisco in 1985. Once out of prison, Bo’s 
activism exploded (so to speak).

It’s hard to write a person’s obituary, especially 
when you’ve known someone for a long time. 
Most of us in LAGAI knew Bo well, and like most 
relationships they were complicated. Some of us 
knew her in Seattle before and during the years 
she was in the GJB. Some of us were in a lesbian 
collective that luckily didn’t end up being one of 
the lesbian houses raided by police in trying to 
chase down the GJB. Some of us went to her trial 
in Portland and several of us visited her in various 
prisons like Reno and California. And some of us 
only met Bo after she was out of prison. Some of 
us got their first motorcycle rides from her. Many 
of us were in groups with her - Revolting Lesbians 
and Out of Control: Lesbian Committee to Support 
Women Political Prisoners, or participated in spe-
cific campaigns such as to free the Native American 
prisoners Norma Jean Croy and Eddie Hatcher. 
Bo was a strong advocate for dealing with class in 
the lesbian community and movement – and was 
largely responsible for Revolting Lesbians’ “Let 
Them Eat Pussy” manifesto. 

Bo’s steadfast butch presence, fierce political 
analysis, her open heart and her great laugh lit 
up many lesbian events for decades. She spoke 
loudly, clearly and honestly in public and private. 
If she liked you, you knew it, and if she was pissed 
off at you, you definitely knew that too. But she 
never closed the doors on a friendship. She stayed 
tight with her exes, and always had a hug for 
people she’d met once or hadn’t seen in a decade. 
She became an icon, mentor and friend to many 
younger dykes and queer people, introducing them 
to a version of feminism and queer liberation they 
didn’t know existed.

The 2017 documentary film “the Gentleman 
Bank Robber: The Story of Butch Lesbian Free-
dom Fighter rita bo brown” tells her story in her 
own words. Its available online a worth a watch: 
https://vimeo.com/229406880. 

Bo is survived by her partner, Etang, who sup-
ported Bo through her prolonged final illness. She 
is also survived by fellow Brigade veterans Janine 
Bertram, Mark Cook, and Ed Mead, and many, 
many friends and collaborators.  

We love you and we miss you Bo – Blue, 
Chaya, Deeg, Deni, Julie, Kate, Lisa, Tory

Bo Brown with Joan Kaye1992

By Lisa
Acronyms are great, I use them every day, however 

they can be confusing and exclusionary—even the acronyms 
designed to be inclusive.

Signs abound on homemade window signs in my neigh-
borhood that say “BLM”—showing support for Black Lives 
Matter—this is great but when they first appeared it took me 
a minute to translate. In my day-to-day job I work on issues 
on public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment which we always just call “BLM” too.  That is a simple 
example and was readily figured out, but what about others 
that “intend” to be inclusive? Take STEM – science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math—the intent of the acronym is to 
say these are important fields of study that lead to good jobs 
and for far too long have been the exclusive domain of white 
men AND we should do something about that by funding 
and supporting women, people of color, LGBTQII to study 
these fields at university level and compete for jobs. Great, 
but the STEM acronym could make it seem like somehow 
if women and people of color just study more in these areas 
things will change. It hides the ugly truth of how women and 
people of color have been discouraged from pursuing these 
fields in the past and are still discriminated against on a daily 
basis in hiring, retention, publishing, at conferences etc. and 
this discrimination is active not passive. Women, people of 
color and LGBTQII are still held to a different standard and 
belittled if they are not at the very top of their field (“too 
hard for you, huh?”), are sexually harassed and insulted in 
the classroom and at conferences. (One odd and unexpected 
benefit of zoom conferences is that they are a safer space for 
many people than in-person conferences which force close 
contact and have been pressure cookers of abusive behavior, 
micro and macro aggressions written off as “what happens 
in Vegas…” just boys being boys.)

TEK, traditional ecological knowledge, is a term grow-
ing in use for a long-ignored truth—that indigenous people 

living in close connection with the earth know things that 
“western science” doesn’t about nature and how it “works”.  
It is awesome that this knowledge is finally being recognized 
in “mainstream” culture and the scientific community. There 
is a lot of information on the web about this from many 
scientists and agencies. To hear people in their own words, 
discuss TEK, I recommend this series of short pieces on 
KCET now in its third season on line: https://www.kcet.
org/shows/tending-nature  and the earlier film and follow 
up pieces Tending the Wild: https://www.kcet.org/shows/
tending-the-wild/episodes/tending-the-wild 

However, like any acronym, just saying TEK can lead 
to confusion. I recently had a discussion at work where a 
white man was talking about restoration issues and mentioned 
“TEK” which he said the way we usually say “tech”, not T E 
K as I have heard most native/indigenous presenters say it. 
And then when I asked what he meant, he started “mansplain-
ing” — this interaction was both awkward and infuriating!  
TEK – this shorthand acronym-- is about mainstream society 
finally acknowledging the depth of knowledge and informa-
tion native and indigenous people hold, but like any acronym 
it risks becoming just another “cool idea” for those with 
privilege and power to throw around as a “woke” credential. 

COP26—Congress of the Parties 26—is an acronym 

that hides more than it reveals. This was the most recent 
“UN climate change conference” in Glasgow—the meetings 
have been all over the world these last 26 years with the “par-
ties” to the convention (government representatives) on the 
inside and the populace advocating for action increasingly 
on the outside.  While the conferences get bigger and more 
prestigious every year, the fossil fuel industry and big money 
interests have ensured that little or no progress is being made. 
Scientists and activists have been calling for a phase out of 
fossil fuel use and an end to subsidies for at least the last 
10 years but the outcome document, the Glasgow Climate 
Pact, still pushes off key deadlines for nearly a decade and 
is unenforceable.  The text emphasizes the need to mobilize 
climate finance “from all sources to reach the level needed 
to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement, including sig-
nificantly increasing support for developing country Parties, 
beyond $100 billion per year” but those are just words, the 
wealthy counties that emitted most of the greenhouse gases 
that are the cause of climate change, including the US, still 
refuse to pay a fair share of a clean-energy transition for less-
developed counties. There are “pledges” to halt deforestation 
and methane emissions by 2030—two destructive activi-
ties that should have ended decades ago and even if these 
“pledges” are fulfilled the destruction would keep going for 
nearly another decade. It’s not just me, even the UN General 
Secretary says the agreement is not enough:

�It is an important step but is not enough,� said United 
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres in his wrap up 
message to the conference. �Our fragile planet is hanging 
by a thread. We are still knocking on the door of climate 
catastrophe. It is time to go into emergency mode — or our 
chance of reaching net-zero will itself be zero.”

Whatever the acronym, the agreements coming out of 
COP26 are as hollow as a ping-pong ball which has just 
been bounced down the road to COP27, set to take place in 
Egypt in 2022.  

STEM, TEK, COP26 and other of-the-moment acronyms 
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To Japanese Americans  who oppose using empty hotels as 
permanent housing for homeless people: Don’t rewrite our 
history to increase profits for the real estate industry.
By Toshio Meronek, housing activist and journalist, and 
Miya Sommers, Coordinator with Nikkei Resisters 

On October 19, real estate developers and some Japan-
town residents slid a knife into plans for permanent, sup-
portive housing for homeless people. Instead of converting 
the failed 131-room tourist Buchanan Hotel into long-term 
housing for people who need it, the city is backing off thanks 
to a misinformation campaign spread in part by other Japa-
nese Americans. 

According to a statement that has been shared by many 
Japantown nonprofits, San Francisco’s Japantown is under 
attack by low-income San Franciscans. In a petition also 
promoted in the LA-based Japanese American paper Rafu 
Shimpo, they claim that potentially creating permanent hous-
ing for elders and disabled people who are homeless would 
lead to “irreparable harm on the SF Japantown neighbor-
hood.” Despite its claims, the anti-homeless campaign will 
not preserve Japanese American culture in the city. And if 
the campaign is successful, more elders and people with 
disabilities on the street will be on the streets of Japantown. 

We are Japanese Americans who are longtime residents 
of indigenous Ohlone-Lisjan and Ramaytush land (a.k.a. the 
Bay Area). We need other Japanese Americans and allies to 
understand the dangerous, anti-homeless misinformation 
campaign began in August that will increase suffering for 
the majority of San Franciscans. Ultimately, it’s a campaign 
that will make the rich richer, as it cynically misuses the 
recent attention around racist, anti-Asian violence, and also 
rewrites the history of racist Redevelopment policies of the 
1960s, policies that not only threatened to level Japantown 
to the ground, but also bleached the Fillmore of many Black 
residents, and all but demolished the area called Manilatown, 
where Filipinx people were evicted to make way for today’s 
Financial District and its big banks. 

If it accomplishes its goal, the anti-homeless campaign 
will benefit landlords and real estate developers most of all. 
If leaders in Japantown are truly concerned about the loss 
of Japanese American culture or small businesses, they are 
choosing the wrong target, and erasing the fact that there are 
Japanese American and/or hafu/hapa (half-Japanese) home-
less people living here right now. 

Thousands of luxury condo units sit empty, while con-
struction continues on new condos that will be affordable 
to almost no one. Mayor London Breed continues to sweep 
homeless encampments, moving people with nowhere to 
go around the city, causing havoc and tragedy, rather than 
solving the problem of wealth-hoarding in a city that is also 
home to more billionaires per capita than any other. Breed’s 
anti-homeless policies make it impossible for people to gain 
stability, as tents and other possessions are taken away during 
a pandemic with no end in sight. 

Not all Japanese American believe that poor people are 
the problem. Some of us actually understand that the real 
estate industry is the true predator and villain in this story. 
However, board members and some staff of Japantown non-
profits don’t agree, and they’re making it seem like there is 
only one voice in Japantown. The statements they’ve made 
co-opt the very real concern of anti-Asian violence, and 
the haunted histories of Japanese American World War II 
incarceration and Redevelopment, egregiously using these 
issue to stop supportive, permanent homeless housing in the 
neighborhood. They also erase Japanese Americans who 
are currently or formerly homeless--like Japanese American 
World War II incarceration survivors, who often left the 
camps after the war with nowhere to go, having been evicted 
from their homes by landlords and local sheriffs departments 
at the onset of internment. As descendants of incarceration 
survivors, we refuse to see our community’s trauma used to 
harm other communities. 

Another actual threat to the community are the investors 
in Beverly Hills who own the Japan Center mall. In 2006, 
two Southern California-based companies purchased much 
of the mall. They signed a 15-year agreement, brokered by 
the city, stating that they would not attempt to convert the 
space into condos during that time. However, that agreement 
expires this year and has not yet been renewed. Even before 
COVID-19, Japan Center’s owners were slowly bleeding the 
place empty. The owners are not interested in preserving com-
munity:  Langdon Street Capital “seeks to acquire, manage, 
develop and finance value-add urban infill real estate through 
syndication of equity and joint venture partnerships,” and its 
partner 3D Investments “prides itself on providing attractive 
investment options for investors from all over the globe.” 
Langdon and 3D have refused to negotiate rents with small 
businesses, resulting in the nearly-dead mall that Japan Center 
is today. In 2007, Japan Center owners began working with 
architects to draw up plans for condos to replace the mall. 

Because of the mall owner’s unwillingness to provide 
more than six months rent forgiveness for small businesses, 
we saw a number of these community shops shut down. So 

who is truly a threat to the culture of Japantown?
During the early days of the pandemic, the city only 

partially followed guidance from medical pros who advised 
that the spread of the virus and its stronger variants. The city 
set up contracts with companies like Urban Alchemy to turn 
empty parking lots into campsites, and hotels into temporary 
housing, promising to offer permanent housing to all. The 
resources spent on these public-private partnerships has re-
sulted in placing few houseless people in permanent homes. 
Our community cannot rely on corporations like Urban 
Alchemy or the owners of Japan Center, either. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, San Francisco’s 
rents have stayed unaffordable--never dipping below $3,000. 
And since July, rents have actually gone up, despite a boom 
in building over the past decade. Corporate landlords are just 
getting bigger since the pandemic began, buying up build-
ings as quickly as they can while corporate media outlets 
run stories that push the false message that “mom-and-pop” 
landlords are victims of the pandemic. Sheriffs continue to 
evict San Franciscans in spite of the “eviction moratorium” 
that is set to end November 30. 

We’ve seen time and again that real estate is a preda-
tory industry quick to betray local communities—including 
Japanese Americans. Join the groups who are working to stop 
landlord consolidation and evictions, such as theCoalition on 
Homelessness, Anti-Eviction Mapping Project, Gay Shame, 
Housing Rights Committee, and Western Regional Advocacy 
Project. Likewise, 4DalyCity is battling the plan to turn 
over public school land to developers who promise to build 
a few “affordable” housing units while building hundreds 
of luxury condos; in Los Ange-les this past February, a real 
estate developer called Pacifica Companies began a wave of 
evictions at senior care facilities that served Japanese and 
Japanese American el-ders. Organizers (through a coalition 
called Save Our Seniors) are battling Pacifica now to stop 
more evictions. 

The state has budgeted $300 million to purchase 
buildings for permanent housing for people experiencing 
homelessness, and a few Japanese Americans are out here 
trying to send back the cash. The SF Homelessness and Sup-
portive Housing department identified a few hotels such as 
Japantown’s Buchanan Hotel as solutions. The Buchanan 
was a failing tourist hotel owned by a British corporation, 
the InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG), and previously the 
Phoenix, Arizona-based Best Western Hotels & Resorts. At 
the beginning of the pandemic, IHG leased the building to 
the city as a shelter-in-place (SIP) hotel for homeless people 
to curb COVID-19’s spread. IHG has no plans to reopen 
the Buchanan, and it could easily renovated into a space 
that would mean hundreds of supportive housing units, and 
living-wage jobs for people who work there. We desperately 

Do Not Speak for Us
need the rooms, because the city has already started to evict 
people from SIP hotels, acting like the pandemic is over. 
We also can’t depend on tourism returning and providing a 
source of living wages for people here, and until our unhoused 
neighbors have access to a permanent roof to sleep under, we 
aren’t interested in recreating the “Disneyfied” Japantowns 
designed by mid-1900s urban planners to appeal to tourists.

Corporate real estate investors like 3D and Langdon are 
buying up available housing units and leaving them empty, 
while some of these same landlords are getting ready to 
mass-evict tenants. If anti-homeless campaign leaders are 
interested in stopping vio-lence, helping small businesses, 
and preserving local Japanese American culture, then demand 
that the city help homeless and low-income San Franciscans, 
Japanese Ameri-can or not, by purchasing as many empty 
buildings as possible to give people some-where to stabilize 
their lives. For example, the owners of the Majestic Hotel, 
a couple of blocks east of the Buchanan, are also ready to 
sell to the city. Before Redevelop-ment, the block where 
The Buchanan Hotel now stands was residential housing. 
Back then, the city used “eminent domain” policies to take 
Japanese American (and Black and Filipinx) homes. The 
city could also use eminent domain, only this time, use it to 
take back land from rich tax-evaders and use it to shelter the 
city’s most vulnerable res-idents. 

By saying that permanent supportive housing will 
destroy the community rewrites the history of Japanese 
American activism and tenant organizing, twisting it to push 
a pro-real estate industry message. In the 1960s, the SF Re-
development Agency (SFRA) was run by a notoriously cruel 
leader, Justin Herman, who called the land “too valuable to 
permit poor people to park on it,” and backed by groups like 
SPUR, he urged politi-cians to move the city’s population 
“closer to standard white Anglo-Saxon Protestant character-
istics.” They succeeded in displacing hundreds of Japanese 
Americans, not to mention destroying Black community in 
the nearby Fillmore District, and almost com-pletely level-
ing the Filipinx neighborhood once known as Manilatown. 
The City prom-ised anyone displaced would be promised 
financial help to relocate, but failed to live up to that promise. 
It took grassroots tenant groups like the Committee Against 
Ni-honmachi Evictions (CANE) to save Japantown from 
total demolition by the SFRA and a Japan-based investment 
company, Kintetsu Enterprises. CANE stepped in where 
the city failed, managing to rehouse some of the Japanese 
American residents who were made homeless through the 
city’s racist policies. 

In the 1980s, Japanese Americans became the only ethnic 
group to receive significant universal financial reparations 
from the US government, after a 30-year campaign re-sulted 
in $20,000 in reparations for incarcerees. Those who say they 
want to preserve Japantown’s culture need to start with the 
people first, and we could learn a lot from the struggles of 
CANE did in the 1970s, movements like Save Our Seniors 
in LA, and the J-Town Action and Solidarity Network. (LA, 
San Francisco, Seattle organizers repped West Coast Japan-
towns on a September panel on displacement, and released 
its own statement demanding “the immediate commandeer-
ing of unoccupied hotel units and their conversion into free 
housing for all who lack housing.”) There’s also the work of 
indigenous Lisjan-Ohlone people who are currently working 
on projects like the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust, to rematriate 
some of the Bay Area that was taken from native tribes that 
were killed and enslaved by European settlers during their 
brutal coloniza-tion of the West Coast. 

Stable housing is a basic need, and permanent housing 
could be a form of reparations for people who are currently 
unhoused, and who have suffered, and continue to suffer 
because San Francisco’s government, and the real estate 
industry that funds local polit-ical campaigns, is very inten-
tionally causing more suffering. We hope that other Japa-nese 
Americans will join us and already existing movements to end 
the silence around this. Speak out with us and our homeless 
friends, family, and neighbors.

Gay Shame took over Harvey milk plaza on October 30 for a No Cops, No Fees, Make BART and MUNI Free, anti-
gentrification action, with the Brass Liberation Orchestra, costumes, candy, and legal observers from the SF National 
Lawyers Guild. Though not invited, SFPD came too. 

Gay Shame – Make BART and MUNI Free!
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u.s. presidents). They harken back to the debate over how to 
deal with a mural at Washington (soon to be renamed London 
Breed High?) high school, that was painted in the 1930s by 
a white leftist artist in an attempt to depict the racist history 
of the school’s namesake. Some students wanted the mural 
removed, while some artists and activists felt that it should 
be put in more context. All of this is framed by the decision, 
in the middle of the pandemic and as other school districts 
were looking at similar issues, to open the elite Lowell High 
School to all students by lottery. Currently, Lowell (on the 
list to be renamed) is 57% Asian, 18% white, 11.5% Latinx, 
10.8% mixed race and only 1.8% African American. 

The SF recall is one of more than 200 aimed at Califor-
nia school board members since 2020, part of a nationwide 
avalanche of recall campaigns. (By contrast, in 2011 17 
school board members were recalled nationwide.) Most of 
the recent recalls were opposing COVID safety measures 
(masks, vaccinations, closures) and any effort to redress or 
teach about racism. According to u.s. news and world report, 
“Recall efforts – nearly two-thirds of which were rooted in 
pandemic-related issues – were started this year in a wide 
swath of states…The Conservative Political Action Confer-
ence in Dallas [in July] hosted a panel discussion entitled 
‘Activism Applied: How to Save Your School Board.’ The 
panelists decried critical race theory, which one of the group, 
Chinese-born Virginia parent Xi Van Fleet, compared to the 
Maoist Cultural Revolution.… ‘We’re going to take our army 
of “Minute Moms,” and we’re going to go across the country 
and fight these battles,’ Ian Prior, founder of the group Fight 
for Schools, said.” According to someone who studies recall 
elections, a school board recall that makes it to the ballot 
is 75-80% likely to succeed. Polls so far show 69% of SF 
parents saying they’re in favor of the recall.

Chesa Boudin, whose father, David Gilbert, has just been 
released from prison after 40 years, had been district attorney 
of San Francisco for just over a year when the first of two 
recall petitions against him was filed. That effort was led by 
republikkkan former mayoral candidate Richie Greenberg, 
who was also promoting the recall of governor Gavin New-
som, allegedly because of draconian COVID measures and 
going to a party at the French Laundry. Greenberg’s campaign 
against Chesa received major funding from David Sacks, 
former COO of PayPal, who is now one of the largest donors 
so far to the school board recall. The first recall campaign fell 
just short of the required 51,000 signatures needed to proceed, 
but by then a second campaign was already underway. This 
one was organized by Mary Jung and – wait for it -- Andrea 
Shorter, operating under a group called San Franciscans for 
Public Safety. 

Mary Jung is also a member of the Commission on the 
Status of Women (oh, bourgeois feminism, what has hap-
pened to you?), and a former chair of the SF “Democratic 
Party.” And she’s a lobbyist for the real estate industry.

Shorter and Jung and Co. easily got all the signatures 
they needed to get the recall on ballot for February, and by 
August, had assembled a war chest of over $720,000, about 
half of it from trump-affiliated republikkkan sources. But 
some of the donors are prominent demokrats, who actually 
contributed significantly to defeat the Newsom recall. And 
incidentally, one of the groups that got money donated for 
the recall is the Edwin Lee Asian Pacific Democratic Club.

The first “Recall Chesa” TV ad was released a few 
weeks ago. It features six people, at least four of whom 
are BIPOC. Among them are Shorter and Jung. Shorter is 
identified as a spokesperson for “Safer SF Without Boudin.” 
Jung says that “Chesa’s failure has resulted in an increase in 
crime against Asian Americans.” Problem: neither of them 
is identified as working for the recall campaign. Shorter is, 
apparently, being paid $16,000 a month as a spokesperson 
for the campaign while Jung is its treasurer. Under federal 
campaign law, says the website 48hills, that’s supposed to 
be disclosed. Remember that $800 fine Andrea Shorter paid 
for failing to discloser her employers? Apparently it wasn’t a 
deterrent. Maybe Chesa should have imposed harsher penal-
ties for corruption. Yes, I realize that was in 2013. Which is 
kinda the point.

Chesa has been held responsible for any uptick in crime 
in the city since he announced his candidacy. A month before 
the election in 2019, the SF Examiner reported that the SF 
Police Officers’ Association (POA) had spent about $638,000 

on ads attacking Boudin. “The SFPOA is now the biggest 
outside spender in a race that has become the most expen-
sive contest of its kind in San Francisco history, according 
to political consultant Jon Golinger.” Using his record as a 
public defender and his opposition to “gang enhancements,” 
increased sentences based on affiliations, the POA called him 
the “best choice for gang members and criminals.” No one 
was surprised when they started making huge noise about 
any crime that happened on his watch. 

The Real Crime Is Capitalism
The Recall Chesa advocates say, predictably, that crime 

rates, especially violent crimes, have exploded under Boudin, 
that he’s given free reign to murderers and rapists by elimi-
nating cash bail and undercharging. In fact, data found by 
reporters for that famously radical rag, the SF Chronicle and 
other news outlets indicates that overall crime has stayed 
about the same since 2019, ticking up in predictable ways, 
given the social upheaval caused by the pandemic. Homicides 
went up at the end of 2020 (as they did nationally) but have 
leveled out again. And in fact, the increase in homicides in 
San Francisco was significantly lower than those in New 
York, Atlanta, Seattle and Minneapolis – none of which 
have progressive prosecutors. Burglaries in San Francisco 
are sky-high, especially auto and commercial burglaries, and 
no one knows exactly why, but it’s not because of Boudin: 
only about 13% of commercial burglaries and less than 2% 
of car burglaries are “solved” by the cops. He charges about 
80% of the ones that come to him. Overall, 48hills and the 
Chronicle found that his office is charging as many or more 
cases as Nancy O’Malley, the decidedly-not-progressive 
D.A. in Alameda County (where Oakland and Berkeley are 
located) and roughly equal to his predecessor’s rate. Sexual 
assault prosecutions are up by 25% since he took office – what 
about that, Status of Women commissioners? The uproar over 
car break-ins is kind of hilarious to me, because ten years ago, 
when my car was broken into two days in a row in Oakland, 
I discovered that the OPD won’t even take a report on car 
break-ins – there’s an online form you can fill out for your 
insurance company.

Ultimately, it’s never been about crime, but about who 
“feels” safe or unsafe, and who we think has the right to be 
safe. And you don’t need me to tell you who that is. Ironi-
cally, one of the biggest successful recall campaigns prior to 
the last two years was in 1959, when a group called STOP 
organized to recall three segregationist members of the Little 
Rock, Arkansas school board, who had spearheaded a purge 
of 44 teachers who supported integration. That may have 
been the last time a recall went for the anti-racist side. These 
days, recall is the latest weapon in the arsenal of those who 
want to maintain white supremacy and patriarchy through 
minority rule. 

The New York Times recently ran a series of articles 
about right-wing moves to take over school boards, using 
Critical Race Theory to stoke fear and build furor among 
the trump-minded. While the Times called this a brand new 
tactic born of the pandemic, it’s actually a continuation of a 
strategy cooked up in the late 1970s by the Christian Right, 
based on the work of someone named R. J. Rushdoony, who 
“called for the establishment of a theocracy within the United 
States based on biblical law.” Enflamed by the Roe v. Wade 
decision establishing the right to abortion, and the increase 
in gay visibility after Stonewall, the Christian fundamental-
ists developed a theory they called, disturbingly, “Christian 
Reconstruction.” One of the top political tactics was taking 
over school boards, called by researcher Frederick Clarkson, 
“the stealth strategy.” Groups like the Christian Coalition and 
the Citizens for Excellence in Education gave workshops and 
funded candidates to take over local school boards in order to 
prevent sex education or positive teaching about homosexual-
ity and to promote school prayer. The “stealth” part was that 
they didn’t talk about those issues in their campaigns, but 
rather were encouraged to “run on vague platforms, such as 
teaching ‘the basics’ and restoring student discipline.” They 
were extremely successful. 

One part of the strategy was for school boards and 
other activists to attack textbook content guidelines as too 
left-wing (they weren’t). In 1979, Texas activists managed 
to persuade the State Board of Education to adopt guidelines 
which specified: “Textbooks shall present positive aspects 
of America and its heritage; they shall not contain material 
which serves to undermine authority; the amount of violent 
content should be limited; content shall not present lifestyles 
deviating from generally accepted standards of society.” The 
textbook companies didn’t want to, or felt they couldn’t af-
ford to, produce one set of books for Texas and another for 
the rest of the country, so Texas activists got to control the 
books for all public school kids in the nation, and that’s been 
true since 1977.

Back to 2021, the newly formed 1776 Project PAC, a 
direct response to the groundbreaking historical work of 
Nikole Hannah-Jones’s 1619 Project, is “dedicated to elect-
ing school board members nationwide who want to reform 
our public education system by promoting patriotism and 
pride in American history.” When you go to its website, the 
first thing you see is a popup asking you to “Report a School 
Promoting Critical Race Theory.” 

The right wing knows that they are not the majority. But 
they do have, or have access to, the majority of the money, 
and with that, they can buy opportunities to control elections. 
One of the ways they do that is by controlling the timing of 
elections, and recalls are a great way to do that. Both the San 
Francisco recalls will be special elections, and most of the 
ballots cast will be mail-ins. The lower the turnout, the more 
it favors the energized base. In San Francisco, recall petitions 
must be signed by at least “15% or 20%” of the registered 
voters in the city or district (depending if it’s a city-wide 
position or representing a specific district) – I couldn’t find 
anything explaining when it’s 15% and when it’s 20%, but at 
least it’s a significant percentage. In some states, the require-
ment is 15% of those who actually voted for the position in 
the last election. A low-turnout election thus begets an even 
lower-threshold recall. 

Seattle city council member Kshama Sawant, the first 
socialist elected to a major city council in close to a century 
(and the first Seattle socialist elected to a city-wide position 
since Anna Louise Strong won a school board seat in 1916), 
seems to have narrowly survived a recall vote last week (as 
of this writing, she leads by just 200 votes out of a total of 
over 40,500). Assuming that she would be more likely to win 
if the recall were on the regular November ballot, Sawant 
made the unusual move of offering to gather recall signatures 
herself. The county said she could but that the petitions she 
and her supporters collected had to be turned over to the 
recall campaign for verification. 

Recalls are just like redistricting, which is now being 
done in frenzied state houses all over the country, and the 
voter suppression legislation that has been enacted in 19 states 
in the last year. They’re like the January insurrection and the 
attempts to get the election decertified by congress. They’re 
also like the continued lawsuits against Rabab Abdulhadi and 
the Arab & Muslim Identities in Diaspora Studies program 
at San Francisco State – every time one gets throw out, they 
just file a new one. If you don’t like the outcome, you get a 
do-over. Keep people fighting all the time just to stay afloat.

It’s all part of the drive for the few – the right, the rich, the 
white - to maintain power over the many. But it’s not a done 
deal. The Brennan Center for Justice points out that while 
the onslaught of anti-democratic (that’s a small “d”, in case 
you’re wondering) legislation is “unprecedented,” 25 states 
have passed laws expanding voting rights, through longer 
early voting periods, increased access to mail in ballots, 
language accessibility, improved disabled access and more. 
It’s as usual up to us to do the work. Fight for every vote. 
Don’t give up. If you believe that elections are a waste of 
time and we need a revolution, hurry up and make it already!

Recalls, Redistricting and Right-Wing Reconstruction
continued from p. 1

The Espionage Act by Julie
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange could soon face crimi-

nal charges in the u.s. after a u.k. court ruled December 10 in 
favor of the u.s. government’s appeal to allow his extradition. 
Assange faces up to 175 years in prison in the u.s. under the 
Espionage Act for publishing classified documents exposing 
U.S. war crimes in Iraq and Afghanistan. He was charged 
10 years ago, he was also charged with rape by the Swedish 
government. Fighting those charges he was granted asylum in 
Ecuador. Unable to fly out of the u.k. he spent over 7 years in 
the Ecuadorian Embassy and now he’s in prison in England, 
held on the request of the u.s. His latest appeal hinged only 
on whether he would face “oppressive” conditions in the u.s 
and be a suicide risk. The justice department made all kinds 
of promises about Assange’s potential treatment and the court 
in the u.k. believed them. I do not and in fact, all the promises 
were conditional anyway. But all that misses the point: pros-
ecuting a whistleblower for publishing true information about 
war crimes should not be a crime.

I don’t like Julian Assange. He is arrogant and a mi-
sogynist. He was accused of rape and although charges were 
dropped, the circumstances remain murky enough for me 
to believe his accuser. His statements while in the Embassy 
were consistently and disgustingly anti-feminist.

But it is necessary to defend Assange on any charges 
brought under the Espionage Act which was passed over 
100 years ago during the Red Scare following WWI and 
the Russian Revolution. This would be the first time the Act 
is used to extradite and prosecute a foreign journalist who 
published truthful information. It is a significant legal issue for 
global press freedom. And important for all of us, particularly 
in the u.s. Prosecuting Assange would set a precedent that could 
affect every investigative journalist and every whistle blower.
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By Chaya and Deni

MOVIE/TV REVIEWS
SUMMER OF SOUL (…OR, WHEN THE REVOLU-
TION COULD NOT BE TELEVISED) (Hulu)

During the summer of 1969 for 6 Sundays in a row, 
the Harlem Cultural Festival put on a show. It celebrated 
Black music, history and culture and promoted the ongoing 
politics of Black Pride and resistance. The US had recently 
experienced the assassinations of JFK (1963), Malcolm X 
(in Harlem, 1965), Dr Martin Luther King, Jr (1968) and 
Robert F Kennedy (1968), with massive civil upheaval 
nation-wide after Dr King’s assassination. As said in the 
film, “Black folks are used to not having their history told. 
This was nothing new.” The whole Festival was filmed but 
then spent the next 50 years in a basement until Questlove 
(who co-directed with Hal Tulchin) got the archival foot-
age and added new interviews with audience members and 
some of the performers. They also added social commen-
tary with Charlayne Hunter-Gault, Jesse Jackson, Sheila 
E., Greg Tate and the Rev. Al Sharpton. Tony Lawrence 
(a NYC nightclub singer) was the creator, promoter and 
MC, and the hugely successful Festival drew an estimated 
300,000 people. And what a show it was! The R&B, jazz, 
soul and gospel performances were fantastic. There were 
too many performers to mention them all, but they included 
a 19-year-old Stevie Wonder, B. B. King, Gladys Knight 
& the Pips, The Fifth Dimension, Hugh Masekela, Herbie 
Hancock, The Edwin Hawkins Singers, David Ruffin, 
Mahalia Jackson, The Staples Singers, Abbey Lincoln and 
The Chambers Brothers. One of the highlights was when 
Mahalia Jackson asked Mavis Staples to sing Precious Lord 
with her. Other unforgettable moments were Nina Simone 
singing “Backlash Blues” and the performance by Sly and 
the Family Stone. The performances were electrifying and 
the memories of the original audience were very moving. 
See it if you can.
RESERVATION DOGS (FX on Hulu) 

This innovative new comedy-drama series follows the 
lives of four Indigenous teenagers in rural Oklahoma trying 
to get money so they can move to California. Elora, Bear, 
Willie Jack and Cheese-- the 4 ‘Rez Dogs,’ hang out together 
and are always on the lookout for scams and schemes, 
which generally backfire or get them into trouble. They 
have a contentious relationship with an opposing group (the 
NDN mafia), and they interact with relatives and friends 
on the reservation and in the small town nearby. The series 
features all Indigenous writers and directors, and an almost 
entirely Indigenous North American production team and 
cast (including unknown actors from Indigenous commu-
nities), so the characters are not portrayed stereotypically. 
Imagine! The regular and guest cast play friends, relatives, 
other people who live in the area and a few spirit characters. 
A lot of the wry humor, pathos and poignancy comes from 
the commentary of various characters about things they 
or other people are doing, and from the interplay between 
traditional and modern ways. It’s low key and not like a 
Hollywood production. The series is executive produced, 
directed, and co-written by Sterlin Harjo with Taika Waititi 
co-writing and executive producing. Many of the storylines 
are inspired by events from Harjo’s childhood. Harjo and 
the other 5 members of 1491s, the Native American sketch 
comedy group, are all involved in the series (check them 
out on YouTube). It’s the first series to be filmed entirely in 
Oklahoma. The acting, writing, storylines and music are all 
great. It’s groundbreaking and compelling. See it if you can.
INSECURE (HBO) 

A great series is ending this year. Insecure, created by 
Larry Wilmore and the multi-talented social justice BLM 
activist and star Issa Rae, ends on December 21. In the 
aftermath of the George Floyd murder and demonstrations, 
Rae shared the organizations she was donating to and said 
that her objective is “to ultimately Defund the Police via 
the People’s Budget, and to aid protestors in the immediate 
time by providing bail money.” I (Deni) have loved the show 
since it started in 2016: it’s a combination of humor, self-
reflection, deep and complex friendships among women, 
portrayals of life in Black communities in South Los 
Angeles including relationships, jobs/careers/businesses, 
political observations, family, experiences of racism, fun 
and hard times. This is all accompanied by excellent acting 
and writing with an illuminating debriefing after each show. 
Particularly noteworthy was acting by Yvonne Orji as Issa’s 
best friend Molly, Natasha Rothwell as Kelli, and Amanda 
Seales as Tiffany (the group of four women friends) and 
Jay Ellis as on-again/off-again boyfriend Lawrence. I’m 
holding off on watching the last episodes because I don’t 
want it to end. Issa Rae continues with other great projects 
but I’m gonna miss her and the community of folks she 
created on Insecure. 
CHEWING GUM (HBO Max)    

Chewing Gum was an early series done by Michaela 
Coel, queer British actor, screenwriter, director, producer 

and singer who created and starred in the astonishing 2020 
series I May Destroy You. Chewing Gum - hilarious, in-
sightful and affecting - began as Coel’s senior university 
graduation project and became a tv sitcom series. Coel stars 
as Tracey Gordon, a 24 year old shop assistant, a religious 
virgin with a very religious anti-sex family, who wants to 
have sex and learn about the world. The excellent supporting 
cast includes her mother (Shola Adewusi) and sister (Susan 
Wokoma) and very religious up-tight long-time boyfriend 
Ronald (John MacMillan) who [spoiler alert!] turns out to be 
gay. Tracey’s sexual exploration and discoveries are graphic 
and frequently really funny. 

In July, Coel was cast for a mystery role in the sum-
mer 2022 sequel Black Panther: Wakanda Forever, and in 
September, she published her highly praised book Misfits: a 
Personal Manifesto, which addresses her experiences with 
racism and misogyny.
COLIN IN BLACK AND WHITE (Netflix) 

This 6-episode Netflix docudrama centers on Colin 
Kaepernick’s childhood growing up biracial in the very 
white city of Turlock in California’s Central Valley (the 
2000 census says Turlock had 1.4% Black people out of a 
population of 55,000). Created and executive produced by 
Ava DuVernay (director of Selma and When They See Us) 
and Colin Kaepernick, each episode has Kap talking to the 
audience about his experiences with racism growing up, and 
his broader understanding of racism as he got older. The 
scenes are well-played by Jaden Michael as Kap and Mary 
Louise Parker and Nick Offerman as his white adoptive 
parents. Kap, an A student, excels at baseball, football and 
basketball but struggles to find his own identity. One episode 
graphically draws a parallel between prospects at the NFL 
scouting combine and a slave auction. Kap had to fight hard 
to get a college football scholarship—the sport he wanted to 
pursue—but he prevailed. After graduation, in his 6th season 
in 2016 as quarterback with the SF 49ers, he started kneeling 
during the national anthem to peacefully protest racial injus-
tice, police brutality and the systemic oppression of Black 
people in the US. He lost his football career, but gained a 
world-wide platform. The series ends with adult Colin giving 
an uplifting message to himself on his way to play football 
in college. It concludes with an inspiring message to Black 
youth: trust your power.
ATTICA (Showtime)

There’s a new highly acclaimed documentary by writer, 
director, producer Stanley Nelson and producer Traci A. 
Curry about what happened at Attica prison in 1971 and the 
state’s response. If you’re able to go online to read expanded 
movie reviews go to https://lagaiultraviolet.wordpress.com

BITS AND PIECES
GOOD NEWS FROM HONDURAS!

In Honduras, the leftist candidate Xiomara Castro won 
the presidency at the end of November. US historic connec-
tions to supporting right-wing authoritarianism in Honduras 
(Reagan used Honduras to supply and train the Contras in 
the 1980s) are well-documented and when a coup toppled 
the slightly leftist President Zelaya in 2009, Obama allowed 
enough time to elapse before protesting the coup for the coup 
to cement its power. US immigration policies have also de-
stabilized Honduras since the 80s-90s by creating drug gang 
activity in Honduras. Honduran immigrants fled to the US to 
escape war and poverty. Some Honduran immigrant youth 
ended up in gangs in cities like LA and then wound up in 
prison. After completing their sentences they were deported 
and brought gang activity back to Honduras. In an effort to 
transfer Honduras with this new election, President Castro 
said, “We win! We win! Today the people have made justice. 
We have reversed authoritarianism.” Thousands of people 
packed the capital blowing car horns, set off fireworks and 
waved the Libre party’s red flags. 
GOOD NEWS FOR PALESTINIAN FILMS!

In October, Netflix introduced a collection of 32 award-
winning movies and documentaries made by Palestinian film-
makers. Some of the films have already been on Netflix but 
will now be grouped under the Palestinian Stories heading, 

making it easier to locate them. Most are films we haven’t 
seen, but Deni did see the 2013 film Omar in the theater (she 
fondly remembers doing that) and it was incredibly power-
ful. Buthaina Hamdan, a spokeswoman for the Palestinian 
Ministry of Culture in Ramallah, has said that international 
platforms don’t give Palestinian films enough screening 
space. She told Al-Monitor that “The screening of Palestinian 
films on international platforms … would shape global public 
opinion and create a just awareness of the Palestinian cause.” 
For those of us with access to Netflix, this is good news, and 
can educate a wider audience to support a Free Palestine!
GOOD NEWS FOR BDS!

Award-winning Irish author and screenwriter Sally 
Rooney (a self-described Marxist) said in October that she 
would not allow the Israeli publishing house that handled her 
earlier novels to publish her new book, “Beautiful World, 
Where Are You,” because of her support for the Palestinian 
people and the BDS-Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement. Go Sally! This is a highly acclaimed novel, sup-
port her by buying it if you can.
SAD NEWS

Very sadly, Greg Tate, author, reviewer, and cultural 
critic extraordinaire, died in early December in NYC. He 
was one of the commentators we mentioned in the Sum-
mer of Soul movie review above. From the NYT: “His first 
book, published in 1993, ‘Flyboy in the buttermilk: essays 
on contemporary america,’ catalyzed a generation of young 
writers of color with its vivid language, easy erudition and 
kaleidoscopic range.” A great loss.

MOCHA COLUMN QUIZ!  
BANNED WHERE?

Match the country to what’s banned or may be banned 
A) Russia     B) USA     C) Saudi Arabia

1) West Side Story banned because of trans character por-
trayed by non-binary actor
2) Netflix may be banned for “gay propaganda” violating a 
national law
3) Communities force the banning of books in schools and 
public libraries, often for LGBTQ content    
WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF 
WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF

The MOCHA Column
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Bo Brown, a self-proclaimed “anti-authori-
tarian lesbian feminist anarcho-communist urban 
guerrilla” died in October, 10 days after her 74th 
birthday. She died at home from complications of 
dementia. 

Born in Klamath Falls OR, Bo left for the free-
dom of Seattle after graduating from high school. 
She did various odd jobs to support herself, spent a 
year in prison in 1971 and became a prison activist 
for the rest of her life.  After she got out of prison, 
Bo attended Community College in Seattle and 
joined her first (of many) prison activist groups, 
Women Out Now. Her dedication to activism on 
behalf of prisoners led to her involvement in the 
George Jackson Brigade (GJB). The GJB carried 
out many militant actions in the early 1970s as 
part of their opposition to capitalism, racism and 
imperialism. In 1977 Bo was arrested in Seattle 
for robbing a bank, the money to be used for the 
continued actions of the GJB.  Realizing she was 
being followed, Bo purposely led the police away 
from the safe house where other members of the 
GJB were staying. 

Bo Brown
Convicted in federal court in Portland and 

sentenced to 20 years, Bo was sent to Davis Hall, 
the Maximum Security Unit (MSU) at Alderson 
prison in WV. Davis was the first high security spe-
cial control and isolation unit for political women. 
While there, Bo met “dangerous” women like 
Black revolutionary Assata Shakur and Lolita LeB-
ron and other Puerto Rican Independistas. Together 
they tried to publicize the unfair conditions of the 
MSU and finally with pressure from community 
groups, lawyers and other inmate activists, the 
MSU was closed, though Alderson continued to 
be a high security prison for women. Bo spent the 
next 7 years being shuttled to different prisons and 
jails including in Chicago (where she taught weight 
lifting), Reno NV and ultimately Pleasanton CA. 

Because of the support of the Lesbian com-
munity in the Bay Area, including advocacy with 
prison authorities, Bo was guaranteed a job at the 
Women’s Press and a place to live. She was paroled 
to San Francisco in 1985. Once out of prison, Bo’s 
activism exploded (so to speak).

It’s hard to write a person’s obituary, especially 
when you’ve known someone for a long time. 
Most of us in LAGAI knew Bo well, and like most 
relationships they were complicated. Some of us 
knew her in Seattle before and during the years 
she was in the GJB. Some of us were in a lesbian 
collective that luckily didn’t end up being one of 
the lesbian houses raided by police in trying to 
chase down the GJB. Some of us went to her trial 
in Portland and several of us visited her in various 
prisons like Reno and California. And some of us 
only met Bo after she was out of prison. Some of 
us got their first motorcycle rides from her. Many 
of us were in groups with her - Revolting Lesbians 
and Out of Control: Lesbian Committee to Support 
Women Political Prisoners, or participated in spe-
cific campaigns such as to free the Native American 
prisoners Norma Jean Croy and Eddie Hatcher. 
Bo was a strong advocate for dealing with class in 
the lesbian community and movement – and was 
largely responsible for Revolting Lesbians’ “Let 
Them Eat Pussy” manifesto. 

Bo’s steadfast butch presence, fierce political 
analysis, her open heart and her great laugh lit 
up many lesbian events for decades. She spoke 
loudly, clearly and honestly in public and private. 
If she liked you, you knew it, and if she was pissed 
off at you, you definitely knew that too. But she 
never closed the doors on a friendship. She stayed 
tight with her exes, and always had a hug for 
people she’d met once or hadn’t seen in a decade. 
She became an icon, mentor and friend to many 
younger dykes and queer people, introducing them 
to a version of feminism and queer liberation they 
didn’t know existed.

The 2017 documentary film “the Gentleman 
Bank Robber: The Story of Butch Lesbian Free-
dom Fighter rita bo brown” tells her story in her 
own words. Its available online a worth a watch: 
https://vimeo.com/229406880. 

Bo is survived by her partner, Etang, who sup-
ported Bo through her prolonged final illness. She 
is also survived by fellow Brigade veterans Janine 
Bertram, Mark Cook, and Ed Mead, and many, 
many friends and collaborators.  

We love you and we miss you Bo – Blue, 
Chaya, Deeg, Deni, Julie, Kate, Lisa, Tory

Bo Brown with Joan Kaye1992

By Lisa
Acronyms are great, I use them every day, however 

they can be confusing and exclusionary—even the acronyms 
designed to be inclusive.

Signs abound on homemade window signs in my neigh-
borhood that say “BLM”—showing support for Black Lives 
Matter—this is great but when they first appeared it took me 
a minute to translate. In my day-to-day job I work on issues 
on public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment which we always just call “BLM” too.  That is a simple 
example and was readily figured out, but what about others 
that “intend” to be inclusive? Take STEM – science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math—the intent of the acronym is to 
say these are important fields of study that lead to good jobs 
and for far too long have been the exclusive domain of white 
men AND we should do something about that by funding 
and supporting women, people of color, LGBTQII to study 
these fields at university level and compete for jobs. Great, 
but the STEM acronym could make it seem like somehow 
if women and people of color just study more in these areas 
things will change. It hides the ugly truth of how women and 
people of color have been discouraged from pursuing these 
fields in the past and are still discriminated against on a daily 
basis in hiring, retention, publishing, at conferences etc. and 
this discrimination is active not passive. Women, people of 
color and LGBTQII are still held to a different standard and 
belittled if they are not at the very top of their field (“too 
hard for you, huh?”), are sexually harassed and insulted in 
the classroom and at conferences. (One odd and unexpected 
benefit of zoom conferences is that they are a safer space for 
many people than in-person conferences which force close 
contact and have been pressure cookers of abusive behavior, 
micro and macro aggressions written off as “what happens 
in Vegas…” just boys being boys.)

TEK, traditional ecological knowledge, is a term grow-
ing in use for a long-ignored truth—that indigenous people 

living in close connection with the earth know things that 
“western science” doesn’t about nature and how it “works”.  
It is awesome that this knowledge is finally being recognized 
in “mainstream” culture and the scientific community. There 
is a lot of information on the web about this from many 
scientists and agencies. To hear people in their own words, 
discuss TEK, I recommend this series of short pieces on 
KCET now in its third season on line: https://www.kcet.
org/shows/tending-nature  and the earlier film and follow 
up pieces Tending the Wild: https://www.kcet.org/shows/
tending-the-wild/episodes/tending-the-wild 

However, like any acronym, just saying TEK can lead 
to confusion. I recently had a discussion at work where a 
white man was talking about restoration issues and mentioned 
“TEK” which he said the way we usually say “tech”, not T E 
K as I have heard most native/indigenous presenters say it. 
And then when I asked what he meant, he started “mansplain-
ing” — this interaction was both awkward and infuriating!  
TEK – this shorthand acronym-- is about mainstream society 
finally acknowledging the depth of knowledge and informa-
tion native and indigenous people hold, but like any acronym 
it risks becoming just another “cool idea” for those with 
privilege and power to throw around as a “woke” credential. 

COP26—Congress of the Parties 26—is an acronym 

that hides more than it reveals. This was the most recent 
“UN climate change conference” in Glasgow—the meetings 
have been all over the world these last 26 years with the “par-
ties” to the convention (government representatives) on the 
inside and the populace advocating for action increasingly 
on the outside.  While the conferences get bigger and more 
prestigious every year, the fossil fuel industry and big money 
interests have ensured that little or no progress is being made. 
Scientists and activists have been calling for a phase out of 
fossil fuel use and an end to subsidies for at least the last 
10 years but the outcome document, the Glasgow Climate 
Pact, still pushes off key deadlines for nearly a decade and 
is unenforceable.  The text emphasizes the need to mobilize 
climate finance “from all sources to reach the level needed 
to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement, including sig-
nificantly increasing support for developing country Parties, 
beyond $100 billion per year” but those are just words, the 
wealthy counties that emitted most of the greenhouse gases 
that are the cause of climate change, including the US, still 
refuse to pay a fair share of a clean-energy transition for less-
developed counties. There are “pledges” to halt deforestation 
and methane emissions by 2030—two destructive activi-
ties that should have ended decades ago and even if these 
“pledges” are fulfilled the destruction would keep going for 
nearly another decade. It’s not just me, even the UN General 
Secretary says the agreement is not enough:

�It is an important step but is not enough,� said United 
Nations Secretary-General António Guterres in his wrap up 
message to the conference. �Our fragile planet is hanging 
by a thread. We are still knocking on the door of climate 
catastrophe. It is time to go into emergency mode — or our 
chance of reaching net-zero will itself be zero.”

Whatever the acronym, the agreements coming out of 
COP26 are as hollow as a ping-pong ball which has just 
been bounced down the road to COP27, set to take place in 
Egypt in 2022.  

STEM, TEK, COP26 and other of-the-moment acronyms 
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u.s. presidents). They harken back to the debate over how to 
deal with a mural at Washington (soon to be renamed London 
Breed High?) high school, that was painted in the 1930s by 
a white leftist artist in an attempt to depict the racist history 
of the school’s namesake. Some students wanted the mural 
removed, while some artists and activists felt that it should 
be put in more context. All of this is framed by the decision, 
in the middle of the pandemic and as other school districts 
were looking at similar issues, to open the elite Lowell High 
School to all students by lottery. Currently, Lowell (on the 
list to be renamed) is 57% Asian, 18% white, 11.5% Latinx, 
10.8% mixed race and only 1.8% African American. 

The SF recall is one of more than 200 aimed at Califor-
nia school board members since 2020, part of a nationwide 
avalanche of recall campaigns. (By contrast, in 2011 17 
school board members were recalled nationwide.) Most of 
the recent recalls were opposing COVID safety measures 
(masks, vaccinations, closures) and any effort to redress or 
teach about racism. According to u.s. news and world report, 
“Recall efforts – nearly two-thirds of which were rooted in 
pandemic-related issues – were started this year in a wide 
swath of states…The Conservative Political Action Confer-
ence in Dallas [in July] hosted a panel discussion entitled 
‘Activism Applied: How to Save Your School Board.’ The 
panelists decried critical race theory, which one of the group, 
Chinese-born Virginia parent Xi Van Fleet, compared to the 
Maoist Cultural Revolution.… ‘We’re going to take our army 
of “Minute Moms,” and we’re going to go across the country 
and fight these battles,’ Ian Prior, founder of the group Fight 
for Schools, said.” According to someone who studies recall 
elections, a school board recall that makes it to the ballot 
is 75-80% likely to succeed. Polls so far show 69% of SF 
parents saying they’re in favor of the recall.

Chesa Boudin, whose father, David Gilbert, has just been 
released from prison after 40 years, had been district attorney 
of San Francisco for just over a year when the first of two 
recall petitions against him was filed. That effort was led by 
republikkkan former mayoral candidate Richie Greenberg, 
who was also promoting the recall of governor Gavin New-
som, allegedly because of draconian COVID measures and 
going to a party at the French Laundry. Greenberg’s campaign 
against Chesa received major funding from David Sacks, 
former COO of PayPal, who is now one of the largest donors 
so far to the school board recall. The first recall campaign fell 
just short of the required 51,000 signatures needed to proceed, 
but by then a second campaign was already underway. This 
one was organized by Mary Jung and – wait for it -- Andrea 
Shorter, operating under a group called San Franciscans for 
Public Safety. 

Mary Jung is also a member of the Commission on the 
Status of Women (oh, bourgeois feminism, what has hap-
pened to you?), and a former chair of the SF “Democratic 
Party.” And she’s a lobbyist for the real estate industry.

Shorter and Jung and Co. easily got all the signatures 
they needed to get the recall on ballot for February, and by 
August, had assembled a war chest of over $720,000, about 
half of it from trump-affiliated republikkkan sources. But 
some of the donors are prominent demokrats, who actually 
contributed significantly to defeat the Newsom recall. And 
incidentally, one of the groups that got money donated for 
the recall is the Edwin Lee Asian Pacific Democratic Club.

The first “Recall Chesa” TV ad was released a few 
weeks ago. It features six people, at least four of whom 
are BIPOC. Among them are Shorter and Jung. Shorter is 
identified as a spokesperson for “Safer SF Without Boudin.” 
Jung says that “Chesa’s failure has resulted in an increase in 
crime against Asian Americans.” Problem: neither of them 
is identified as working for the recall campaign. Shorter is, 
apparently, being paid $16,000 a month as a spokesperson 
for the campaign while Jung is its treasurer. Under federal 
campaign law, says the website 48hills, that’s supposed to 
be disclosed. Remember that $800 fine Andrea Shorter paid 
for failing to discloser her employers? Apparently it wasn’t a 
deterrent. Maybe Chesa should have imposed harsher penal-
ties for corruption. Yes, I realize that was in 2013. Which is 
kinda the point.

Chesa has been held responsible for any uptick in crime 
in the city since he announced his candidacy. A month before 
the election in 2019, the SF Examiner reported that the SF 
Police Officers’ Association (POA) had spent about $638,000 

on ads attacking Boudin. “The SFPOA is now the biggest 
outside spender in a race that has become the most expen-
sive contest of its kind in San Francisco history, according 
to political consultant Jon Golinger.” Using his record as a 
public defender and his opposition to “gang enhancements,” 
increased sentences based on affiliations, the POA called him 
the “best choice for gang members and criminals.” No one 
was surprised when they started making huge noise about 
any crime that happened on his watch. 

The Real Crime Is Capitalism
The Recall Chesa advocates say, predictably, that crime 

rates, especially violent crimes, have exploded under Boudin, 
that he’s given free reign to murderers and rapists by elimi-
nating cash bail and undercharging. In fact, data found by 
reporters for that famously radical rag, the SF Chronicle and 
other news outlets indicates that overall crime has stayed 
about the same since 2019, ticking up in predictable ways, 
given the social upheaval caused by the pandemic. Homicides 
went up at the end of 2020 (as they did nationally) but have 
leveled out again. And in fact, the increase in homicides in 
San Francisco was significantly lower than those in New 
York, Atlanta, Seattle and Minneapolis – none of which 
have progressive prosecutors. Burglaries in San Francisco 
are sky-high, especially auto and commercial burglaries, and 
no one knows exactly why, but it’s not because of Boudin: 
only about 13% of commercial burglaries and less than 2% 
of car burglaries are “solved” by the cops. He charges about 
80% of the ones that come to him. Overall, 48hills and the 
Chronicle found that his office is charging as many or more 
cases as Nancy O’Malley, the decidedly-not-progressive 
D.A. in Alameda County (where Oakland and Berkeley are 
located) and roughly equal to his predecessor’s rate. Sexual 
assault prosecutions are up by 25% since he took office – what 
about that, Status of Women commissioners? The uproar over 
car break-ins is kind of hilarious to me, because ten years ago, 
when my car was broken into two days in a row in Oakland, 
I discovered that the OPD won’t even take a report on car 
break-ins – there’s an online form you can fill out for your 
insurance company.

Ultimately, it’s never been about crime, but about who 
“feels” safe or unsafe, and who we think has the right to be 
safe. And you don’t need me to tell you who that is. Ironi-
cally, one of the biggest successful recall campaigns prior to 
the last two years was in 1959, when a group called STOP 
organized to recall three segregationist members of the Little 
Rock, Arkansas school board, who had spearheaded a purge 
of 44 teachers who supported integration. That may have 
been the last time a recall went for the anti-racist side. These 
days, recall is the latest weapon in the arsenal of those who 
want to maintain white supremacy and patriarchy through 
minority rule. 

The New York Times recently ran a series of articles 
about right-wing moves to take over school boards, using 
Critical Race Theory to stoke fear and build furor among 
the trump-minded. While the Times called this a brand new 
tactic born of the pandemic, it’s actually a continuation of a 
strategy cooked up in the late 1970s by the Christian Right, 
based on the work of someone named R. J. Rushdoony, who 
“called for the establishment of a theocracy within the United 
States based on biblical law.” Enflamed by the Roe v. Wade 
decision establishing the right to abortion, and the increase 
in gay visibility after Stonewall, the Christian fundamental-
ists developed a theory they called, disturbingly, “Christian 
Reconstruction.” One of the top political tactics was taking 
over school boards, called by researcher Frederick Clarkson, 
“the stealth strategy.” Groups like the Christian Coalition and 
the Citizens for Excellence in Education gave workshops and 
funded candidates to take over local school boards in order to 
prevent sex education or positive teaching about homosexual-
ity and to promote school prayer. The “stealth” part was that 
they didn’t talk about those issues in their campaigns, but 
rather were encouraged to “run on vague platforms, such as 
teaching ‘the basics’ and restoring student discipline.” They 
were extremely successful. 

One part of the strategy was for school boards and 
other activists to attack textbook content guidelines as too 
left-wing (they weren’t). In 1979, Texas activists managed 
to persuade the State Board of Education to adopt guidelines 
which specified: “Textbooks shall present positive aspects 
of America and its heritage; they shall not contain material 
which serves to undermine authority; the amount of violent 
content should be limited; content shall not present lifestyles 
deviating from generally accepted standards of society.” The 
textbook companies didn’t want to, or felt they couldn’t af-
ford to, produce one set of books for Texas and another for 
the rest of the country, so Texas activists got to control the 
books for all public school kids in the nation, and that’s been 
true since 1977.

Back to 2021, the newly formed 1776 Project PAC, a 
direct response to the groundbreaking historical work of 
Nikole Hannah-Jones’s 1619 Project, is “dedicated to elect-
ing school board members nationwide who want to reform 
our public education system by promoting patriotism and 
pride in American history.” When you go to its website, the 
first thing you see is a popup asking you to “Report a School 
Promoting Critical Race Theory.” 

The right wing knows that they are not the majority. But 
they do have, or have access to, the majority of the money, 
and with that, they can buy opportunities to control elections. 
One of the ways they do that is by controlling the timing of 
elections, and recalls are a great way to do that. Both the San 
Francisco recalls will be special elections, and most of the 
ballots cast will be mail-ins. The lower the turnout, the more 
it favors the energized base. In San Francisco, recall petitions 
must be signed by at least “15% or 20%” of the registered 
voters in the city or district (depending if it’s a city-wide 
position or representing a specific district) – I couldn’t find 
anything explaining when it’s 15% and when it’s 20%, but at 
least it’s a significant percentage. In some states, the require-
ment is 15% of those who actually voted for the position in 
the last election. A low-turnout election thus begets an even 
lower-threshold recall. 

Seattle city council member Kshama Sawant, the first 
socialist elected to a major city council in close to a century 
(and the first Seattle socialist elected to a city-wide position 
since Anna Louise Strong won a school board seat in 1916), 
seems to have narrowly survived a recall vote last week (as 
of this writing, she leads by just 200 votes out of a total of 
over 40,500). Assuming that she would be more likely to win 
if the recall were on the regular November ballot, Sawant 
made the unusual move of offering to gather recall signatures 
herself. The county said she could but that the petitions she 
and her supporters collected had to be turned over to the 
recall campaign for verification. 

Recalls are just like redistricting, which is now being 
done in frenzied state houses all over the country, and the 
voter suppression legislation that has been enacted in 19 states 
in the last year. They’re like the January insurrection and the 
attempts to get the election decertified by congress. They’re 
also like the continued lawsuits against Rabab Abdulhadi and 
the Arab & Muslim Identities in Diaspora Studies program 
at San Francisco State – every time one gets throw out, they 
just file a new one. If you don’t like the outcome, you get a 
do-over. Keep people fighting all the time just to stay afloat.

It’s all part of the drive for the few – the right, the rich, the 
white - to maintain power over the many. But it’s not a done 
deal. The Brennan Center for Justice points out that while 
the onslaught of anti-democratic (that’s a small “d”, in case 
you’re wondering) legislation is “unprecedented,” 25 states 
have passed laws expanding voting rights, through longer 
early voting periods, increased access to mail in ballots, 
language accessibility, improved disabled access and more. 
It’s as usual up to us to do the work. Fight for every vote. 
Don’t give up. If you believe that elections are a waste of 
time and we need a revolution, hurry up and make it already!

Recalls, Redistricting and Right-Wing Reconstruction
continued from p. 1

The Espionage Act
by Julie

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange could soon face crimi-
nal charges in the u.s. after a u.k. court ruled December 10 in 
favor of the u.s. government’s appeal to allow his extradition. 
Assange faces up to 175 years in prison in the u.s. under the 
Espionage Act for publishing classified documents exposing 
U.S. war crimes in Iraq and Afghanistan. He was charged 
10 years ago, he was also charged with rape by the Swedish 
government. Fighting those charges he was granted asylum in 
Ecuador. Unable to fly out of the u.k. he spent over 7 years in 
the Ecuadorian Embassy and now he’s in prison in England, 
held on the request of the u.s. His latest appeal hinged only 
on whether he would face “oppressive” conditions in the u.s 
and be a suicide risk. The justice department made all kinds 
of promises about Assange’s potential treatment and the court 
in the u.k. believed them. I do not and in fact, all the promises 
were conditional anyway. But all that misses the point: pros-
ecuting a whistleblower for publishing true information about 
war crimes should not be a crime.

I don’t like Julian Assange. He is arrogant and a mi-
sogynist. He was accused of rape and although charges were 
dropped, the circumstances remain murky enough for me 
to believe his accuser. His statements while in the Embassy 
were consistently and disgustingly anti-feminist.

But it is necessary to defend Assange on any charges 
brought under the Espionage Act which was passed over 
100 years ago during the Red Scare following WWI and 
the Russian Revolution. This would be the first time the Act 
is used to extradite and prosecute a foreign journalist who 
published truthful information. It is a significant legal issue for 
global press freedom. And important for all of us, particularly 
in the u.s. Prosecuting Assange would set a precedent that could 
affect every investigative journalist and every whistle blower.
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Palo Alto -- The Whoover institute reported today that teachers’ unions, assisted by cowardly and 
misled school administrations, had caused all of the worldwide economic disruption in the past two 
years, that has been mistakenly attributed to COVID-19.

The study looked at issues such as famine, water shortages, and supply chain disruptions, and 
concluded that the root cause was not the virus but the selfish actions of K-12 teachers in refusing to 
work with large groups of children in poorly ventilated and maintained classrooms, during a pandemic. 

The study found that school closures meant that parents often could not go to work. The study ex-
plained that one solution to the absenteeism problem created by adult workers getting sick, was prohibited 
by misguided child labor laws, the subject of their previous report. “Absent legal prohibitions, children 
could have accompanied their parents to meat packing plants and amazon warehouses,” eliminating the 
problem of childcare and ensuring a robust supply of low-paid essential workers. 

Gay California legislator Scott Whiner, who is considered a front-runner for senator, governor and 
president (possibly to hold all three offices simultaneously), touted the report in his support of the recall 
of three San Francisco school board members. 

“If it weren’t for the selfish school unions, and the cowardly school board, schools would not have 
closed for almost a year. They had to weigh the cost-benefit, and the teachers had their thumbs on the 
scale.” 

SF Supervisor Ralph Mendacious joined Whiner in supporting the recall. “As you know, during 
the Trump administration, unions had entirely too much influence, particularly after teacher victories 
in the midwest. Fortunately, we now have the Biden administration,” Mendacious said.

Teachers Unions Caused 
COVID Recession

by Kate
Chicago and New York might be the gold standard when 

it comes to political corruption, but they’ve got nothing on 
San Francisco. Scratch the interlocking recall campaigns to 
unseat San Francisco’s district attorney, Chesa Boudin, and 
three members of the school board, and you’ll find a hornet’s 
nest of backscratching and backstabbing going back to the 
Ed Lee administration. Of course, we could go further back 
than that. We could go to the Willie Brown administration – 
remember Chris Daly? Remember the boxes of ballots found 
in the Bay after Brown creamed the insurgent Tom Ammiano 
in his reelection bid? But we won’t go there because things 
are confusing enough already.

In January 2012, Ross Mirikarimi, the elected sheriff of 
San Francisco, was charged with domestic violence after a 
neighbor secretly taped his wife, Eliana Lopez, telling her 

Recalls, Redistricting and Right-Wing Reconstruction
that Mirikarimi had violently grabbed her arm. Mayor Ed 
Lee demanded that Mirikarimi resign, and when he didn’t, 
suspended him and appointed a replacement. Lee was at 
that time in his first elected term. He had been appointed 
to replace Gavin Newsom (more on him later) who had 
become lieutenant governor of california. Lee was trying to 
put his political team together, and Mirikarimi was not an 
ally. As a city Supervisor, Mirikarimi had voted against the 
“Sit-Lie” law and other anti-homeless, anti-poor legislation 
favored by Lee and his friends, then-district attorney George 
Gascón (now rebranded as the “progressive prosecutor” 
of LA County). As sheriff, Mirikarimi wanted to focus on 
alternatives to incarceration and programs that would help 
combat recidivism and reduce the jail population. As a city 
supervisor, he had proposed an ordinance to provide repara-
tions to residents who had been displaced by the demolition 
of the Fillmore, two-thirds of whom were African American. 

Mirikarimi won a legal challenge to the suspension and 
in October the board of supervisors voted to let him keep his 
job. In early November, a series of attack ads targeted super-
visor Christina Olague for her vote in support of Mirikarimi. 
Olague, the city’s first openly bisexual supervisor, was a long-
time civil rights activist from a farmworker family, whom 
I first met when she was a student organizer opposing u.s. 
intervention in Central America in the 1980s. She went on 
to work with the Mission Anti-Displacement Coalition and 
the queer youth organization, LYRIC. The late-formed com-
mittee to defeat Olague was funded by tech billionaire Ron 
Conway, a major supporter of Ed Lee, and led by a political 
strategist named Andrea Shorter. Shorter, who had previ-
ously been the director of Marriage for All and had worked 
for Larkin Street Youth Center, Equality California, served 
on the Commission on the Status of Women and recruited 
“domestic violence advocates” (don’t blame me – that’s what 
CBS called them) to attack Olague for her vote. Olague lost 
the seat to London Breed, who became a close ally of Lee’s 
and was appointed to succeed him as mayor when he died 
suddenly in 2017. Shorter was then investigated by the Eth-
ics Commission for failing to disclose information about her 
employers while she served on the Commission for the Status 
of Women. She was eventually fined $800. Who made the 
complaint? The articles don’t say, but SFGATE does men-
tion that “The dustup comes after a period of fresh tension 
between the progressive and moderate factions of the local 
Democratic Party - including the unsuccessful effort to oust 
progressive Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi and the defeat in No-
vember of progressive supervisor Olague. Shorter played an 
active role for the moderates in both and has been involved 

in exploring a recall of Mirkarimi…” 
Andrea Shorter contemplating a recall. Put a pin in that.
Breed was reelected mayor in 2018, defeating the more 

progressive supervisor Jane Kim, with major support from 
– drumroll please – Ron Conway. According to investigative 
journalist Tim Redmond, Conway wrote emails “tell[ing] 
donors how to get around campaign finance rules to support 
Breed. He also urged them to give to SF YIMBY Action, 
the faux affordable housing organization that agitates for 
building building building on the theory that more luxury 
housing will “trickle down” to somehow create affordable 
housing in gentrifying cities. YIMBY is kind of neoliberalism 
in a bottle. Calling itself “a network of people who advocate 
for abundant, affordable housing and inclusive, sustainable 
communities across the United States,” it uses progressive 
language like “equity” and “climate crisis,” and accuses its 
opponents of being “privileged.” The YIMBYs’ best friend 
in Sacramento is gay former SF supervisor, now state sena-
tor, Scott Wiener. 

Total Recall
This brings us to today, when London Breed and Scott 

Wiener are the highest profile supporters of a campaign to 
recall three of the seven members of the San Francisco school 
board. The other four board members would be facing recall 
too, except they hadn’t been in office long enough when the 
petition was filed – you get a six month grace period before 
you can be recalled. Call it a fighting chance. The recall was 
launched by a couple, Autumn Looijen and Silva Raj, and 
has gotten big funding from six local venture capitalists as 
well as, sadly, the Chinese American Democratic Club. The 
Alice B. Toklas LGBT Demo Club is also supporting the 
recall of two of the three members.

The ostensible reason for the recall is that the school 
board didn’t do enough to get students back into in-person 
learning fast enough. Some say the reason they didn’t was 
because they couldn’t do anything to improve the ventilation 
in buildings that have been in terrible shape for years, and 
the teacher’s union was legitimately refusing to go back until 
it was safe. That would make the recall part of the ongoing 
efforts to undermine teachers’ unions and privatize education. 
Like the YIMBYs, the recall promoters couch their arguments 
in terms of “equity,” saying on their website, “Our most 
disadvantaged kids fell farthest behind.” They are upset that 
the board spent a great deal of time deciding to rename 44 
schools named for colonizers or other racist figures (including 

continued on page 7
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Clean Water is a 
Necessity There is an  on-going life-threatening clean water crisis 

in the Stateville Correctional Facility in Joliet IL. On Dec. 
7th, Chicago-based Community Renewal Society mem-
ber congregations joined with 17 community organizations to 
protest and to deliver 62,250 bottles of safe and clean water. 
Access to safe and clean water is a human right, in prison and 
out. It is a matter of economic and racial justice. At a press 
conference before the demonstration, speakers demanded 
that the governor of Illinois resolve this crisis immediately, 
saying that human life depends on it. And it seems like the 
least the state could do – provide clean water.

Lost Soul
Hey there to all of my LGBT family. I just received 

my first UltraViolet issue and I want to say that I feel your 
all’s pain. I am in prison for 2 violent murders. I have 2 life 
withouts and will never get out of prison. I am transgender 
and when I first came to prison in 2011 all gay people were 
targeted. We were looked at as sicko’s, weak and weird. Even 
the staff looked down on us. So instead of me being who I 
am, I acted like someone who I wasn’t. I was mean toward 
everyone, always fighting and trying to be aggressive all the 
time no matter the situation. I figured that as long as I held 
that reputation then I wouldn’t have to worry about getting 
picked on. I stayed like that for 10 years, up until the begin-
ning of 2021. I realized that I didn’t truly love myself acting 
and doing the things that I was doing, so I eventually started 
carrying myself who I really am. Even though I get treated 
bad and get picked on like I do, I realize I can say that I love 
myself and no one can ever take that away from me. So I 
want to say that don’t let no one ever make you do things or 
act a way you normally wouldn’t act. Always love yourself, 
that’s the only thing that matters and don’t let no one take 
that away from you. I’m always open to meet and write new 
people so let’s be friends … Marion Parker #139284, EKCC, 
200 Road to Justice, West Liberty KY 41472

Pen Pal Resources
BLACK AND PINK, 6223 Maple Street, #4428, 
Omaha NE 68104
Black and Pink is an open family of LGBT prisoners and 
free world allies. We provide a free monthly newslet-
ter of prisoner written material, host an online listing 
of pen pals, coordinate an art program, provide direct 
advocacy when possible, and offer religious and erotic 
materials upon request. Donations of stamps are always 
welcomed but not required.
SYLVIA RIVERA LAW PROJCT, 147 W. 24th St., 
5th Floor, New York, NY 10011
Provides free civil legal services and a pen pal pro-
gram to incarcerated people in New York who are 
transgender,intersex, or gender nonconforming. We 
are a collectively-run organization that seeks to make 
systemic change and increase the political power of 
our communities.
PRISONER CORRESPONDENCE PROJECT, 
QPIRG Concordia c/o Concordia University, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve Ouest, Montreal QC H3G 1M8 CANADA 
or info@prisonercorrespondenceproject.com
Pen pal service for prisoners in u.s. and canada. (postage 
from u.s. to canada is $1.20)

Still Standing Tall
Hi Family. I’m an individual who made plenty of mis-

takes, even tried to do right but still landed back in prison. 
But now I am close to getting out if I get parole this year, 
I will be good, if not I max out next year. I am writing this 
story to say I lost my mother this year in January. I blame 
myself because standing up for myself and protecting my-
self, I missed the chance to see mother’s service and burial. 
I did get to talk to my mother on the phone and I knew she 
wasn’t going to live much longer because she needed a lung 
transplant and didn’t have the money to be put at the top of 
the list. But … God took her home to stop her pain and even 
though my mother passed away, she got to see me graduate 
high school and go on living my life. Even though I made 
mistakes, I am still standing tall living the life as the woman 
I want to be.

I, Ms Juicy queen bee, in Pennsylvania send a shout out 
to my friends and family across the states that are in prison 
trying to make it and a special shout out to my friend and other 
half, Mr. E Stuges and kisses. William Coward #ML5077 SCI 
Houtzdale PO Box 33028, St Petersburg FL 33733 [address 
for letters to PA prisoners]

New Amendment Needed
The Abolition Amendment has been introduced in the 

Senate and the House. Co-sponsored by Senator Edward 
Markey MA, Senator Jeff Merkley OR and Congresswoman 
Nikema Williams GA, it is currently pending in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The resolution would amend the u.s. 
constitution by adding a new Article prohibiting the use of 
slavery and involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime. 
It would end the damaging slavery loophole that still persists 
in the U.S. Constitution. The 13th Amendment, passed in 
1865, formally ended slavery but included a clause allow-
ing it as punishment for convicted persons. The Abolition 
Amendment would include language that nobody should 
be stripped of their basic humanity and forced to toil for 
someone else’s profit for any reason. The amendment would 
be a step towards abolishing prisons altogether but it would 
have to be ratified by ¾ of the 50 states. 

ABOLISH PRISONS NOW

Who Am I? A very wise woman once told me that the best gift you 
can give yourself is the gift of knowing who you are!!  I am 
a TRANSwoman (Taking Risks and Never Stopping). I am 
stronger, wiser and much better than before because I have 
that gift. To all my TRANS bros and sis’ do you know who 
you are? I pray that you do and if you are still searching for 
your identity, I pray that you find it. I recently embraced my 
transformation and every day since has seemed like a holiday. 
Bro and sis, I stand in solidarity with you all, those of us 
behind barz and those of you in the FREE World..

I have a question for you all. Do you believe that a 12 
year old is capable of knowing what gender he/she chooses 
to be? Recently rapper “Lil Boosie” blasted Dewayne Wade 
because D-Wade is allowing his son/daughter to get gender 
re-assignment surgery. Do you agree? I do not. I had the gift 
of knowing who I was at 9 years old.  I applaud D-Wade; 
he is an All-Star on and off the court. He understands that 
his child’s life will not be one without trouble, but he also 
understands trouble don’t last always. 

Pursue your transformation diligently, train your mind 
not to dwell on your fearful thoughts. You are not alone, the 
Queen Mother Summer Breeze is with you. Love you all. 
Laderic McDonald #1290182, SECC, 300 East Pedro Simmons 
Dr. Charleston MO 603834

I Need Advocacy
Please help me. My name is Matthew Lee Espinoza. I 

am Transgender but because I have been tormented since 
3/2020, even if I’m miserable I’m going back to living my 
life as a man.

In March of 2020, I was sexually harassed by a Cor-
rectional Officer. After the second time I had to reject his 
sexual advances, he began to maliciously harass me. After 
a year I tried to file a P.R.E.A. because he would not leave 
me alone! That’s all I’ve ever wanted. I tried to file with 
my Psych Clinician and a mean I.S.U. officer. Nothing got 
filed. But everything got 10x worse for me. All I want is to 
do my time because I did put myself here and it was wrong 
for me to be getting ‘stabby’ with anyone!!! But I don’t de-
serve all this bullshit. Please help me with some advocacy. 
Matthew Lee Espinoza #BE6973, Mule Creek S.P./B-9-222, 
PO Box 409040, Ione CA 95640

Sorry I have been absent from the scene for a moment. 
I have an awful true story to share with our family again. On 
March 3rd, a Sgt. slammed me on the ground because I had 
my hair pinned up in a very cute hairstyle known as pigtails 
while sporting a mini skirt, then SEVERAL other male offi-
cers came rushing in and one of them put shackles on my legs. 
So I’m being held to the ground in Handcuffs and shackles 
by multiple violent and derogatory staff members. Another 
officer, a Lt. sprayed me in the face at point blank range with 
pepper spray. Why???!! What possible threat am I, once be-
ing held by multiple male officers?? I’m only a girl of 150 
pounds. Anyways, then these discriminatory officers picked 
me up and carried me into my cell and cut all of my clothes 
off except my panties. And then carried me out in the hallway 

in front of all the male offenders! Let me tell you something, 
my psychological and emotional state since that happened 
has been TORMENT! I’ve had flashbacks to my childhood 
about my father. Plus I’ve been having night terrors. So, with 
all that being said, I am not the only Transgender Woman up 
here at this prison that has been attacked.  This has to stop!!

We need help up here. This abuse and brutality is out 
of hand! Anybody that is willing to help, please feel free 
to write. Also to the other Muslim brothers and sisters, 
Transgender or not: AS SALAAMU ALAIKUM! I would 
love to get to meet other Musilimahs like me. My name 
is Neah Hafsa ASLYon or sometimes Tequila or Seaneal. 
Sease Beard #1251289, J.C.C.C. 8200 No More Victims Rd. 
Jefferson City MO 65101

 Horrifying True Story

Thank you for being the first newsletter to publish my 
short script. I opened up your newsletter on 11/2/2021 and 
turned to the Shorts from Inside and seen my own wording 
and started crying. It took me around 5 ½ minutes to gather 
myself. Until next time. BGR, San Luis Obispo CA

I just received your latest Fall 2021 issue and wanted to 
thank you all so much for keeping tabs on me and updating 
my address.  You guys (and gals) are awesome. Your pub-
lication has been a bright spot during my time down and I 
always look forward to each and every issue. With love and 
solidarity, DE, Devens MA

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference, try 
sleeping with a mosquito.” MW, Florida City FL

I love your UltraViolet newspaper and find comfort in 
the fact that I’m not alone. I’m incarcerated. I’m female with 
a desire to finally live freely with in the prison as a male. 
I’m ready to break free of this shell of a woman and emerge 
proudly as the man I am meant to be. The Florida women’s 
prison system finally has a Transgender Program. The 
program allows us to receive male hygiene products, wear 
men’s clothing and has Hormone Therapy. I’ve submitted 
several requests of my desires to enroll into this program. 
I’m terrified of being denied. Do you have knowledge of any 
Florida Transgender Advocacy Groups? You are greatly ap-
preciated for all you are to the LGBTQI community and are 
the voice for us incarcerated people. Trans4Life!! Amanda 
Blair #E44286. Lowell CI, 11120 NW Gainesville Rd. Ocala 
FL 34482

Greetings from Ohio to all the amazingly strong and 
resilent beautiful people reading these words. I am a trans-
woman looking to build and network with other trans people 
incarcerated across the states who may need some help/
support as they continue to fight for a voice. I am going on 
my 5th month on H.R.T. after over a decade worth of blood, 
sweat, tears, lawsuits and all the ugliness that we know so 
well. I had strong people encouraging me and still do as I 
continue. I would love to pay it forward. Inmate-to-inmate is 
allowed in Ohio prisons. Victoria Drain #726-985, Ohio S.P. 
878 Coitsville-Hubbard Rd. Youngstown OH 44505

I want to thank all who wrote me after my short, “Cher-
ish Cupid no matter where it strikes” (Fall 2021).  I have a 
problem with my mailroom as they are unauthorizing all my 

letters for inmate-to-inmate correspondence. This has been 
an issue I’m dealing with – luckily I was able to get a few 
in. If you wrote me and did not receive a response or have 
not written but want to, please write to the new address and 
I will write back guaranteed. Wayne Walker, 1861 Jeane Ave. 
Pahrump NV 89048

I enjoy getting and reading your UltraViolet newspaper. 
I just got volume XXXIII, #2 and it is very interesting to 
read. I always read it word for word , I love reading those 
articles. RLA, Perry FL

I’m getting released!! Cancel this address and I’ll write 
with the new one. JT, Mt Olive WV [ed. Note – CONGRATU-
LATIONS]

I want you to know you’ve been really keeping my eyes 
open so I can be understanding of my daughter once I am 
released next year. LE, Canon City CO

Today I received the Fall 2021 issue of UltraViolet and 
recently got the Spring 2021 and Summer 2021 issues to catch 
me up to date for the ones I missed during my long (frustrat-
ing) transfer process to this prison. There is a surprisingly 
large LGBTQ community in here at FCI Ashland KY and 
I have shared those three issues with others in my unit. I’m 
helping spread the word … your words.  I’ll keep all issues 
to share with new arrivals in our community here. Keep a 
song of joy inside your heart. DP, Ashland KY

I’m transmale in prison in Florida. My facility just started 
recognizing Gender Dysphoria and they are actually giving 
me testosterone as hormone therapy. KT, Ocala FL

A friend let me read some of your newspaper. I just love 
the articles on tranz-injustice. I am on a life sentence. I’ve 
been down 25 years, since 196. On the streets, I was forced 
to play the role of only a guy without a girl. I’m from Ogden 
UT where there were only 2 gay bars. It’s sad that I had to 
come to prison for a few years just to have the courage to 
come out. In 2005 I changed my name to Melissa. Not legally 
(I wish). This shows how oppressed we have been for so so 
long. This needs to change. I’m grateful for people like you 
who give a damn about rights for everyone. Respectfully, 
MM, Draper UT

I am a proud Gay black man incarcerated in the Michigan 
Department of Corrections and I’m very interested in your 
group. Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication 
to the men in prison like us! JJ, St Louis MI

Shorts From Inside
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Don’t put down the newsletter, you haven’t finished reading it yet! We left out parts 
III and IV of Kate's recall article, just so we could put this coupon in.  So please don't 
forget to send us your address changes, subscribe your friends and send us any spare 
money from your tax credits.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________Phone:________________
I moved, so please change my address to: ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

This person no longer lives here:_____________________.  Here is a donation of $________ .
Please send a copy to my friend:  _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Return to:  LAGAI, 3543 - 18th Street #26, San Francisco, CA 94110  (510)434-1304, info@lagai.org

by Deni and Deeg
Starbucks workers organizing in Buffalo NY have voted 

to unionize!  It was a clear victory at the Elmwood Ave lo-
cation for employees supporting Workers United (an SEIU 
American/Canadian affiliate). Workers didn’t win two other 
Buffalo Starbucks site elections, but the union is contesting 
Starbuck’s unfair practices. Among Starbuck’s tactics in 
Buffalo was the temporary closing two of the stores after the 
workers had filed their intent to unionize with the National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB). Starbucks CEO Howard 
Schultz personally went to Buffalo to convince workers to 
vote against the union. Twenty area stores were shut down 
so that workers could attend the meeting. 

Speaking of threats to close if workers unionize, a re-
gional office of the NLRB ruled in favor of Amazon workers 
in Bessemer, Alabama and ordered a new union election at 
the warehouse there. This decision supported the Retail, 
Wholesale and Department Store Union’s challenge to the 
March election when the Union was defeated. The Union 
argued that Amazon had undermined conditions for a fair 
election by having the Postal Service put a special mailbox 
right outside the warehouse and within view of security 
cameras, which made it hard for workers to vote freely. 

Labor Organizing and Pushing Back Against Union Busting!
Amazon said it put the box there to help workers. How do 
you spell intimidation and union busting? Amazon!! Better 
watch out Amazon, labor is coming at you from all sides. 
In early November, the Teamsters elected a new president 
who ran partly on a strong commitment to unionize Amazon.

Starbucks and Amazon are only two examples of how 
the laws originally written to normalize the processes of 
“collective bargaining”, and avoid more direct actions like 
the sit-down strikes in auto manufacturing in the 1930s, now 
make it almost impossible to organize unions. Since 2017, 
polls have regularly found that close to half of all non-union 
workers would choose to join a union. So how is it that in 
2020, only 6.3 percent of workers in the private sector, and 
only 10.8 percent of all workers were in unions. (Both num-
bers reflect a slight increase over the previous year.)   

As it is currently written and implemented, the national 
labor relations act, creates a series of obstacles to organizing 
unions. To start the NLRB process, 30 percent of the work-
force have to sign cards indicating their interest in a union, 
and submit them to the NLRB. This may have to be done with 
little to no support from the union they are seeking to join, 
and the people collecting signatures are often easily identified 
and fired. Firing workers for organizing is an “unfair labor 
practice” so organizers are typically fired for “absenteeism”, 
or “misconduct.” Starbucks has hired the infamous Littler 
Mendelson (some nickname it “hitler”), which has playbooks 
for their client companies to fight unions that includes many 
of the tactics used in Buffalo. A firing can be appealed to the 
NLRB but hearings can take months to years to reach deci-
sions, which can be appealed by the employer and further 
delay the process of reinstating workers. 

The law does not require an election, the employer can 
choose to recognize the union without one. But most often 
the employer does not, and the NLRB reviews the submitted 
signatures, and decides when to order an election. During 
this process, employers generally try to manipulate which 
workers will be included in the election, by defining the 

“bargaining unit”. After the election is scheduled, there is a 
pre-election period in which the employer is not legally al-
lowed to intimidate workers, including asking them how they 
are going to vote. Another finding in the Bessemer, Alabama 
case is that the Amazon engaged illegal “polling”, including 
by pushing workers to select NO buttons at workplace meet-
ings organized to explain to workers the “disadvantages” of 
joining the union. It’s likely that this election was swayed 
by a fear spread throughout the city that Amazon would 
close the warehouse if they voted for the union. In the case 
of Amazon and Starbucks, the unions strongly backed the 
organizing efforts. But many workers, including people in 
LAGAI, who have approached unions to try to organize in 
their workplaces have been met with indifference from the 
union staff, or presented with a set of nearly impossible 
conditions that they would have to meet before the union 
would get involved. 

Back to the good news. On November 17, John Deere 
workers ratified a contract by a 61 percent vote, ending a 
strike that lasted almost 5 weeks, sustained by over 10,000 
workers at 14 locations. The United Auto Workers (UAW) 
won a six-year contract that included a 10 percent raise and 
$8500 signing bonus, and additional raises in 2023 and 2025. 
They successfully defeated the company’s proposal to reduce 
or eliminate pensions for new workers. 

Meanwhile, Kellogg workers, represented by the Bakery, 
Confectionery, Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers Inter-
national Union, have been on strike since October 5. The 
main issues are the company’s proposed two-tier wages and 
benefits structure. The workers turned down a tentative settle-
ment and will keep up the strike. So the good news here is the 
fighting spirit of the workers and their determination to get a 
just win for all people who will work in the plants, including 
newer hires. The company recently said it will permanently 
replace the striking workers. Scab cereal? Who’s gonna eat 
that or feed it to their kids? We don’t think so!

Boycott 
Killsbury

On November 28, the intrepid marketers of 
Queers Undermining Israeli Terrorism (QUIT!) 
struck again outside of the safeway on market 
in SF, offering cookies and coupons to boycott 
“Killsbury”.

Pillsbury, which is owned by General Mills 
is a target of the international BDS (boycott, 
divestment, and sanctions) movement to free 
Palestine. General Mills has a factory in the 
Atarot Industrial Zone which is an illegal Israeli 
settlement in occupied East Jerusalem, near 
Ramallah. 

THANKS RESIST!
Once again Resist is helping LAGAI pay for mailing UV 
to out many incarcerated subscribers. Feel free to thank 
thsem or send them a check at: Resist P.O. Box 301240  
|Boston, MA 02130, or go to resist.org
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by Tory
On November 12th Mad Mob had its first demonstra-

tion since the beginning of covid. The action called for the 
end of conservatorship, mental health treatment on demand, 
and took place as part of  a national day of support for 
Britney Spears, who was having her final hearing, chal-
lenging her 12 year conservatorship by her father. While 
the case of Britney Spears has educated the public on the 
draconian nature of conservatorship, which removes a 
person’s independent decision making, assigning instead a 
court-appointed guardian, most people who are conserved 
do not have the vast financial resources of Britney, a famous 
pop star. The vast majority of people conserved are people 
with psychiatric disabilities and no resources.  One of the 
slogans of the rally was  #ItsNotJustBritney.

The action was held at San Francisco General Hospital 
because the psychiatric emergency service there is often 
the beginning of the process of incarcerating people with 
psychiatric disabilities. Such incarceration can lead to 
long term conservatorship. There was an excellent turnout 
of about 60-70 people from Gay Shame, LAGAI, Mental 
Health First, Mental Health Association, Senior Disability 
Action and others.  There were fabulous signs such as MAD 
PRIDE and a big CONSERVATORSHIP IS TOXIC banner.

A number of people spoke about first-hand traumatic 
experiences of being held against their will during a men-

tal health crisis and the utter lack of actual treatment they 
received. The point was made that the gun-happy police 
routinely kill people during a mental health crisis, under-
scoring the immediate need for peer led crisis intervention 
deescalation teams to respond to emergencies. People 
talked about San Francisco’s frequent practice of conserving 
people and sending them to board and care homes in distant 
counties in the central valley, far from friends and support 
systems. Complete lack of low income/public housing, 

Mad Mob Mobes in SF

10 Facts About 
Abortion Rights The supreme kkkourt just heard arguments about 

the Mississippi law banning abortion after about 
15 weeks from the start of a person’s last menstrual 
period. The law’s very likely to be upheld, and it 
could lead to a decision overturning Roe v. Wade al-
together. Contrary to what you might have heard, that 
doesn’t mean abortion will be outlawed nationally. It 
means that states will be able to outlaw all, some or 
most abortion care. States have been chipping away 
at abortion rights since the Hyde Amendment was 
passed in 1976, preventing any federal funds from 
being used for abortion services. Abortion care is 
already very difficult to access and it will get worse. 
It will not, however, go away, and there is a lot we 
can (and must) do to preserve it.
Here are a few facts:
* Roe v. Wade did not make abortion legal. It made it 

illegal for states to unduly restrict it. By that time, 
six states already had legal abortion, including 
New York and California. 

* 17 states have passed laws restricting or eliminat-
ing abortion, which will go into effect as soon as 
Roe is overturned.

* Six states, including California, have laws to 
protect the right to reproductive choice.

* 90% percent of US counties currently have no 
abortion provider, and nearly 40% of reproductive 
age women live in those counties. 

* Only 15 states provide public financing for abor-
tion (meaning, you can use your Medicaid for 
abortion). 

* In 2014, 53% of abortion patients paid out of 
pocket for the procedure, which costs an average 
of $508 in the first trimester. 50% of women seek-
ing abortion fall below the federal poverty level.

* Medication (as opposed to surgical) abortions 
accounted for 39% of all abortions in 2017. 

* The majority of medication abortions are offered 
in specialized clinics (as are surgical abortions). 
In 2017, 30% of clinics provided only medication 
abortion.

* Almost every state has at least one abortion fund, 
which helps women get the care they need. Many 
funds also help arrange travel or places for people 
to stay if they have to go out of town to get care. 
Find out who is doing this work in your area at 
abortionfunds.org. They all need money and most 
also need volunteers.

* Donating and offering rides and housing is not 
enough. The right to the health care we choose is 
a political issue. Visible outrage and determination 
are essential. Protest and action do matter, even 
in “blue states” where abortion rights are safe.

ABORTION ON DEMAND WITHOUT  
APOLOGY – WE WON’T GO BACK

adequate supportive housing and waiting lists for substance 
abuse programs and shelters exacerbates mental health crises 
leading to incarceration and conservatorship. Rebecca from 
Anti Police Terror Project spoke about the use of conserva-
torship by the federal government and thieving lawyers to 
steal Native American land under the guise of ”protecting” 
indigenous people.

Mad Mob is a mad led group, a part of the San Francisco 
nonprofit Senior Disability Action.  There are a range of 
political point of views which grow out of people’s lived ex-
perience with the current broken oppressive NON treatment 
system.  Many people are abolitionists wanting an end to all 
incarceration including conservatorship/guardianship.  Along 
with this people want treatment on demand.  Many people are 
part of peer run support projects and crisis response alterna-
tives to the police.  Recent meetings have included the idea 
of supported decision making in the place of conservatorship. 
People are also discussing ways to create mutual aid as well 
as more direct action opposing conservatorship.  Mad Mob 
meetings on zoom are open and information can be found 
at sdaction.org. 

This work, like all our activist work, calls for a complete 
transformation of the current system.

REVOLUTION NOW

by Blue
There are a lot of bad laws. And there are some good 

laws that contain bad exemptions. When California passed 
the state sanctuary law, SB54, it included carve outs (bad) 
that allows law enforcement agents to voluntarily turn some 
people over to ICE, based on convictions. It is voluntary. 
These types of laws allow bad people to do bad things to 
other people with impunity. Since 2017 the sheriff of San 
Mateo County has turned over 100 people to ICE. Every year 
a Truth Act Forum is held to review the practice of handing 
people over to ICE who imprisons them again and can deport 
them.  Once a person is deported there is very little that can 
be done to reunite them with their people.

The 2021 Truth Act Forum for San Mateo County was 
held on November 3 over Zoom.  SMC sheriff Bolanos 
turned more people over to ICE this year than any other 
county in the Bay Area. According to the department of 
justice, he turned over 26 people. The sheriff disputes this 
number and claims the feds are counting charges, not people 
and that he turned over 15, not 26. But even one is too many!

San Mateo County for Immigrant Rights (SMCCIR) 
held a rally outside the county offices in Redwood City 
before the Forum began. About 50 people participated and 
a lot of media showed up to interview and film the event.

The Truth Act Forum was organized by SMCCIR and 
presented by the SMC Board of Supervisors. For the first 
time the BOS allowed SMCCIR to have same amount of time 
as the sheriff in their presentations. The presenters included 
the sheriff, Melanie Kim from Asian Law Caucus and SMC-
CIR, Scott Sherman, an attorney from the private defenders 
(San Mateo is one of the only counties in California with no 
public defender’s office), and Angel Benito, a community 
leader who was deported to Mexico two years ago.

The sheriff gave the same talk he gives every year. He 
runs through the carve outs to show he is acting within the 
law, that his main concern is for the victims of the convicted 
person, public safety, and the very poor excuse that he is 
protecting the community from future crime.  Scott Sher-
man explained, among other points, that when people who 
are undocumented are arrested for a minor crime, the police 
will often threaten to turn them over to ICE immediately to 
convince them to plead to a more serious crime so that they 
go to prison in California. Then that major crime makes 
them eligible to be turned over to ICE after they serve their 
sentence here.  

Melanie Kim presented slides with statistics about the ter-
rible conditions and treatment that people are subjected to in ICE 
detention, including racial injustices, physical and sexual violence 
and medical neglect. A poll by U.S. Immigration Policy Center at 
University of California San Diego, commissioned by Advancing 
Justice - Asian Law Caucus showed of that 80% of respondents 
-- including 76% of self-described conservative voters and 54% 
of registered Republican voters -- agree or strongly agree that 
regardless of what country a person was born in, they should 
be released from prison or jail after completing their sentences. 
Six of out of every ten respondents say that the statement “after 
an immigrant who is convicted of a crime serves their prison or 
jail time, they should be allowed to return to their community 
here in California and rebuild their life” aligns closest with their 
personal views.

Angel Benito spoke to us from Mexico. He was deported 
after spending three years in ICE detention. He told of the mis-
treatment by ICE, the lack of proper nourishment and extreme 
medical neglect. He also talked about his family and community 
left behind – his mother and child, who he hasn’t seen in more 
than three years and how hard it is to be an absent father. 

The meeting was then opened for public comment. More than 
60 people spoke in favor of ending the county’s collaboration with 
ICE. Many of them were immigrants who expressed how unsafe 
they feel in San Mateo County. Not a single person supported the 
sheriff’s policy of collaboration. Upon completion of the public 
comments the supervisors responded to the testimonies. Supervi-
sors Pine, Slocum and Canepa all said that they wanted the end 
of transfers to ICE. Horsley did not agree. Groom said she would 
like to see a committee formed to discuss how this might happen. 
The County manager was asked if there was any way for the BOS 
to affect the sheriff’s policy but he did not have a good answer.

On November 9, a week after the forum, Bolanos announced 
that he was changing the policy and that the sheriff’s department 
would no longer be cooperating with ICE. We are still waiting for 
an official written statement of this change of policy. And we are 
still pressuring the BOS to pass an anti-collaboration with ICE 
ordinance to cement this change. 

While we celebrate this victory, we also have to acknowledge 
the irreparable harm done to the people and their friends and 
families who were impacted by this cruel and devastating transfer 
practice that has been going on for four years. Bolanos has yet to 
acknowledge all the damage that has been done to the community 
and families of people who were held in ICE custody or deported 
due to his discriminatory practice of turning people over to ICE. 

In 2022 the VISION Act will come before the state senate 
once again. This law will prevent any law enforcement agent 
from turning people over to ICE after they are released from 
prison. The state prisons are the worst offenders in this: 80% of 
people in ICE detention are there because local and state police 
and prison officials are working with ICE. The VISION Act will 
end this practice.

Phoeun You, a Cambodian refugee is due to be released 
from San Quentin State Prison in late December or early January. 
Phoeun is an incredible leader and has supported many folks in 
coming home from prison. He is one of the founding members of 
ROOTS, an ethnic studies based course, inside of San Quentin. 
Despite serving over 25 yrs, being found suitable for parole, & 
giving back to his community, Phoeun You, a Cambodian geno-
cide survivor, and refugee is facing ICE arrest. Stop this double 
punishment against Phoeun. @GavinNewsom #ProtectPhoeun 
and #StopICETransfers now!

ABOLISH ICE once and for always!

Crimeless Victims
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