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SPECIAL TO ULTRAVIOLET
As the Supreme Court agreed to consider allowing the Trump administration to deny 
millions of women access to no-cost birth control, a group of feminists has a plan 
to thwart them. The group, Aging Women Sowing Hope by Undoing Conception of 
Kavanaugh Spawn (AWSHUCKS), launched a time machine to take members back 
to the moment of Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s May 1964 conception. 
Mission captain Minnie McFly refused to divulge details of the plan, but said, “I 
assure you a lesbian conversion will play a role.” McFly unveiled the time machine, 
which appeared to contain parts from dozens of different models of cars.
“One thing dykes have no shortage of is car parts,” McFly said, revving the engine. 
“See you on the other side of the Kavanaughcalypse.”
Asked if they had plans for a sequel, AWSHUCKS spokeswoman Offred Janesdottir 
said, “Well, I don’t think Ivana or Melania have green cards in their future past.”

Moms4Housing Shakes Up Movement  
For Housing Rights

by Stasha Lambert
Around 5 am on January 14th, the Alameda Sheriff’s 

Department arrived to evict a group of black mothers — Misty 
Cross, Tolani King, Dominique Walker, Sameerah Karim — 
and their children from a house in West Oakland that they 
had been squatting for upwards of 50 days. Police arrived in 
alarming fashion: with an armored vehicle, fatigues, semi-
automatic rifles, and a bomb-detecting robot. It’s incredible 
the kind of resources the state suddenly has at its disposal 
when it comes to mobilizing violence against black folks and 
the unhoused. This spectacle of force was unfortunately not 
an anomaly in an area where a hyperactive style of policing 
has become the primary state response to the neediness of 
the unhoused. 

Moms 4 Housing, a collective of unhoused and margin-
ally-housed women, along with the direct support of Alliance 
of Californians for Community Empowerment (ACCE), 
captured broad attention and support from a responsive net-
work of people, including neighbors and local community 
organizers. The owner of the house, Wedgewood, a colonizer 
land speculation and eviction racket located in Southern 
California, acquired the property at a foreclosure auction and 
had been planning to flip it. The eviction came on the heels 
of a decision by the Alameda County Superior Court which 
denied the mothers’ claim of a right to possession and ordered 
that they vacate the property within five days. 

Though they were ultimately removed from the property, 
the acquisition of the exact house itself was not intended to 
be the final goal and stopping point of the action. It’s worth 
noting that this is not ACCE’s first fight with Wedgewood or 
CEO Greg Geiser. In 2014, ACCE supported a couple in Los 
Angeles who had been evicted by Wedgewood and picketed 
outside of Geiser’s home. That said, the Moms pulled off an 
impressive demonstration of the kind of community power 
and energy that is active around housing justice in the Bay 
Area. 

The tactic of this Moms’ action involved specifically 

targeting vacant houses being used as investment vehicles by 
“big banks and speculators,” according to the Moms website, 
rather than as lived-in homes for the growing numbers of 
people who need them. The messaging was straightforward: 
housing is a human right; vacancies outnumber the unhoused; 
the problem is distribution, not supply. The estimated number 
of unhoused residents in Oakland was just over 4000 in 2019, 
70% of whom are black (in a city that is 25% black). The 
crisis in housing is a man-made, gross distortion in access to 
critically needed shelter and other basic resources for living. 

As they navigated various court dates and the looming 
fear of eviction, the Moms were able to regularly mobilize 
hundreds of supporters to the house and to the court in Hay-
ward, sometimes simultaneously. The night of the eviction, 
hundreds of supporters arrived to the house within minutes of 
a call for emergency support. Police waited until the crowd 
dwindled down to about 50 people, early in the morning, to 
carry out the eviction. The Alameda county sheriff depart-
ment said the eviction cost “tens of thousands of dollars” – an 
amount which could house the mothers for the better part of 
a year if not longer. The moms, meanwhile, have relocated 
to a shelter. Politicians keep asking: just how much below 
the bare minimum do the poor deserve? This was a good way 
of telling them: we’ll just take the houses ourselves, thanks.

All Are Welcome: Migrant Solidarity 
from the Border to the Bay
Saturday, February 8, 2020

7:00 –  9:30 PM 
South Berkeley Senior Center

2939 Ellis St, Berkeley 
What’s really happening in Border cities from Califor-
nia to Texas? 
How are migrants successfully negotiating the new 
normal along the border? 
What are the links between Trump’s war on immi-
grants with the Administration’s foreign policy agenda 
in Latin America, the Middle East and beyond? 
What can we do to support asylum-seekers and mi-
grants at the border and here in the Bay Area? 
Sponsored by Arab Resource and Organizing Center, 
Interfaith Movement 4 Human Integrity and SURJ-
Bay Area
$10-$25 benefit Al Otro Lado Border Rights Project,. 
No one turned away for lack of funds.
Simultaneous Spanish/English translation will be pro-
vided. To request ASL interpretation, please contact SURJ 
by February 1 (info@surjbayarea.org).

Saturday, January 25th
12 noon

Market and Powell Street
San Francisco, CA

 
NO WAR NO SANCTIONS  

AGAINST IRAN!
US TROOPS OUT OF IRAQ!

REPEAL THE AUMF!
UNITE FOR PEACE AND PEOPLE’S SELF 

DETERMINATION!

Protesters in Oakland rally outside the new building 
by MacArthur BART (the so-called “MacArthur 
Commons”where only 90 of almost 1000 units are 
supposedly affordable.
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Patricia Lee Jackson called herself a “dyke, eco-feminist, 
and communist who walked her first picket line in 1964 – a 
wildcat teacher strike in Louisville, Kentucky.” On that picket 
line, she also met her first girlfriend. She was the only teacher 
at her school who was on strike, and she would sneak into 
the building at night to make lesson plans for the substitute. 
One day as she was standing outside, all by herself with her 
sign, the milk truck came by and the driver said, “Oh, I don’t 
cross any picket lines. No milk here today.” That taught her 
the power of working class unity and kicked off a life of 
activism challenging racism, patriarchy and class inequality.

In 1964 the civil rights movement came to Louisville, 
changing her life. At the same time, she was being diagnosed 
as “paranoid schizophrenic” because of her lesbianism. 
Fortunately, she wrote in her memoir, It Takes an Uprising, 
“The enlightened minister’s wife, whom I had fallen in love 
with, sat waiting outside for me. The love we shared defied 
any of the lies this doctor had uttered. She assured me being 
a lesbian was quite normal.”

Patricia joined the National Teacher Corps, a War on 
Poverty program, and wound up teaching and going to school 
in Los Angeles. From there, she “worked her way up” to San 
Jose, where she came out in 1969 and joined the Gay Libera-
tion Front. “Tired of the sexism,” of the GLF, she said, she 
went to a feminist conference in Berkeley where poet and 
activist Judy Grahn was giving a talk. She immediately knew 
that she had found her people. She went home with Judy and 
her lover, Wendy, and ended up moving to Berkeley and 
helping to form Gay Women’s Liberation. At one point Pat 
and Judy traveled around the country, dropping off literature 
about the radical women’s movement and the lesbian move-
ment at bookstores and women’s centers.

She lived on women’s land, participated in the early 
Women’s Music scene, and was active in setting up some 
of the first rape response networks. As part of “Anti-Rape 
Squad #38,” she and other members of a lesbian household 
in Berkeley bought ugly dresses and headed to Stockton to 
disrupt the wedding of a rapist. You can hear her tell that 
story at https://www.greenwomanstore.com/product/takes-
an-uprising-by-patricia-lee-jackson/. 

Growing up in the south in the segregation era, and then 
attending a desegregated high school after the Brown v. Board 
of Education decision in 1954 convinced her that “race is 
central to everything in this country,” she said in an inter-
view with KPFA Women’s Magazine. She was a long-time 
member of Worker’s World Party, and a fierce critic of the 
assimilationist queer movement. In later years, while work-
ing for New Leaf Counseling Center’s Outreach to Elders, 
she co-facilitated a series of Intergenerational Storytelling 
Project workshops with OutLoud Radio and Lavender Youth 
Recreational & Information Center (LYRIC).

The relationships created between youth and elders in 
these intergenerational workshops inspired Patricia to write 
her memoir, because, she said, “the youth were really curi-

ous about what it was like being queer back in the day. We 
would just laugh and say, well, we weren’t.”

Pat’s oldest dream, beginning in childhood when wrote 
stories about the characters in the Old Maid card deck, was 
to be a journalist. In 2017, after retiring to Tucson, Arizona 
with her partner, Zoe Kastl, she had a year-long fellowship 
with the Op-Ed Project, which teaches women the writing, 
publishing and social media skills to get their opinion pieces 
into major news outlets. Since then, she published articles 
on housing, gentrification, social security, environmental is-
sues, feminism and opposing militarism. She was still doing 
research three days before she died. She was also an artist, 
played guitar and wrote songs.

Pat was diagnosed with multiple myeloma in the sum-
mer of 2018. Her insurance refused to cover a stem cell 
transplant, which is best treatment, because they said she was 
too old (she was 78). She joined her naturopathic oncologist 
and her allopathic oncologist and they worked together to 
treat her with chemo that was a form of thalidomide but she 
was not able to tolerate that treatment. In March 2019 she 
was hospitalized for a suspected mild stroke or heart attack. 
She decided to forgo exploratory treatment and went into 
hospice at home. She died in her sleep on the morning of 
November 27.

Zoe says, “Pat created change no matter what she was 
doing. She was a life-long lesbian who believed that injustice 
anywhere was a threat to justice everywhere. We mourn her, 
we celebrate her, we know that the world is a better place 
because she lived. Her life is an example for all of us and an 
inspiration to pick up the torch and continue until all these 
scourges: racism, anti-gay bigotry, woman hatred, exploita-
tion of any kind are wiped from the earth.” 

We in LAGAI worked with Pat and Zoe on many issues 
and actions over the years, including supporting Central 
American liberation struggles, working for divestment from 
Apartheid South Africa, opposing the first U.S. war against 
Iraq, supporting friends and comrades with HIV, and protest-
ing the San Francisco pride board’s disinvitation of Chelsea 
Manning as a parade community grand marshal. They both 
had cameo roles in our sitcom satire, “The Bratty Dyke 
Show” (1998). We’ll miss Pat’s quick smile, good humor 
while being all-in in the struggle, and great photography.

Donations in Pat’s memory can be made to the Southern 
Arizona Women’s Foundation. A celebration of her life is 
being planned for some time this spring in San Francisco 
(watch this space for details).

Patricia Lee Jackson

Margo Rivera Weiss passed away at home in Oakland on 
December 14.  Margo was the child of a Peruvian father and 
a 2nd generation Jewish American mother, from whom they 
learned their love of art, community, and gardening. Margo 
was an incredible artist, community organizer, writer, friend 
and colleague, and lover of life who gave many gifts to the 
people who knew them.

Margo served as the Women’s Cancer Resource Cen-
ter’s (WCRC) librarian, a role in which they helped many 
people navigate the complex system of cancer treatments 
and services.  They then became the WCRC’s Community 
Engagement Manager where they brought many art shows 
and created inclusive programming for women of color, 
and non-binary, gender non-conforming and trans people.  
In 1998 Margo started the JanRae Community Art Center, 
where they curated many art openings.  Margo worked at 
the WCRC from 1992-2017 and helped to fulfill the original 
vision of the WCRC to create services for those least likely 
to get help from traditional medical services.

Margo spent much of their life creating beautiful and 
inspirational artwork. They curated first Friday art events 
at Uptown Body & Fender.  Artists, organized by Margo, 
working in conjunction with Uptown Body & Fender, were 
able to raise money to donate to local non-profits.  

Margo is well known for their work in Edible East 
Bay.  They did five covers for the magazine, and had work 
in every issue.

Margo believed strongly in the idea of “artists in the 
community.”  They made two videos by as part of the Queer 
Women of Color Media Arts Project (QWOCMAP), and was 
later on the board of QWOCMAP.  They were also on the 
board of the National Institute of Artists with Disabilities 
in Richmond, CA., and worked on the Dia de los Muertos 
events at the Oakland Museum.  In addition to working at 
the WCRC, Margo also gave classes in art for women and 
gender non-conforming people with cancer. 

Margo’s loss has profoundly touched many people, and 
especially their wife, Hadas Rivera Weiss.  We will miss their 
kindness, creativity and spirit.  

Margo Rivera Weiss

SJ (Susan Jill) Kahn, 71, died in the Oakland home she 
shared with her wife of twenty years, Jay Sky, and their ten-
year-old son, Makani, on November 18th, 2019, six months 
after being diagnosed with a rare cancer. Along with her wife 
and son, she leaves behind her sister, Laurie, brother-in-law 
Michael, and niece Emily Rose. She also leaves a host of 
dear friends and intimates, and many communities in which 
she was a key participant. 

SJ was born December 15, 1947 in New York. She 
identified as a Jewish fat femme lesbian for most of her 
adulthood and projected a sensual enthusiasm in everything 
she embraced. 

Her involvement in the lesbian and feminist movements 
began in the early 1970s, when she met Linda Shear in a 
teacher training class and came out with her, then worked 
at a center for at-risk youth and on Chicago’s first lesbian 
paper, Lavender Women, hawking it on the city streets and 
participating in the paper’s communal dialogue. SJ is fea-
tured in a chapter of Michal Brody’s 1985 history of those 
Chicago years, Are We There Yet, in which SJ analyzes the 
life-changing difference between working on the left (doing 
scut work for leftist organizations) and becoming a valued 
thinker in lesbian groups. She left Chicago in the early-70s 
with several friends and lovers, ending up in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, where she lived the rest of her life. 

In Oakland, SJ worked as a laborer for the city for sev-
eral years as well as at the California School for the Deaf 
in Berkeley. Athletically inclined, she was a member of an 
Oakland softball team in the early 1980s (as she was earlier 
in Chicago). After injuring her back while using a jackham-
mer for the city, she went to the New College of California 

and received her Masters in Family Therapy, after which 
she opened offices in San Francisco and Oakland. Hundreds 
of clients benefited from her compassionate, insightful 
therapeutic skills over thirty years of practice rooted in her 
dedication to lesbian community and her political under-
standing of marginalization issues. She was on the faculty 
of The Women’s Therapy Center from 1997 until her cancer 
diagnosis, “helping new clinicians find their own authentic, 
wisdom infused style,” in her own words, and developing 
practices that dealt with class, race, fat oppression, gender 
identity and ableism.  

Michigan festival goers will remember her office support 
and work on the kitchen crew, as well as her open-hearted 
commitment to the land, where she spent working vacations 
for many years while expanding her political and friendship 
circles. She was a valued member of the Sinister Wisdom 
editorial group from 1987-1994. 

When SJ and Jay became parents to Makani, they whole-
heartedly entered into new circles of support and friendship, 
including Camp It Up (A Queer Family Camp), Pact (an 
adoption alliance serving adopted children of color) and 
Head-Royce School, infusing new communities with their 
shared political and emotional wisdom and commitment to 
their son. 

We will cherish and honor her presence in all of our 
lives forever. – Jay Sky

Several of us in the LAGAI community knew SJ as part 
of a lesbian group in Oakland with Duck and Pat in the late 
1970s. Some of us knew her from the Oakland women’s dojo. 
As the Oakland lesbian community blew apart, many of us 
lost touch with each other, beyond the occasional encounter 
over the years. SJ was a force to be reckoned with, a dyke of 
great humor, warmth, and ferocity. We will miss her in the 
world.  

SJ Kahn

Mad Mob SF
Mad Mob is people with mental health challenges organiz-
ing to advocate for ourselves. We want people with lived 
experience to lead the effort to reform our mental health 
system. We are a grassroots group open to all people who 
have experienced barriers to mental health.
We oppose: Expanded conservatorship and involuntary 
treatment; Criminalization of people with mental health 
disabilities
We support: Universal access to consumer-directed mental 
health care; Full integration of people with mental health 
disabilities into society; Stable, dignified housing for all
In order to fight stigma, we openly identify ourselves as 
consumers, patients, clients, people with mental health 
challenges, disabilities, barriers, mad gifts, or mental illness 
Join us! 

ACTION: Friday 1/24 at 12 PM 
Civic Center Park, Grove and Polk

Next meeting: Friday, February 14, 2-3:30pm, 1360 Mis-
sion St., #400
For more info: https://sdaction.org/programs/mad-mob-sf-
mental-health-consumers-working-group/ 
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by Deeg
The u.s. department of education, office of civil rights 

(OCR), announced two investigations against UCLA last 
fall for antisemitism. 

This may shock some of you, because you might have 
thought trump’s education secretary betsy devos had already 
eliminated the OCR. Under her leadership, the department 
has undermined protections for disabled students, determined 
that complaints of racism cannot be based on evidence of 
systemic bias, and adopted new policies removing protections 
from transgender students. The department has dismissed 
race discrimination complaints and closed investigations at 
an unprecedented rate. 

But it turns out the OCR does still exist and has a priority 
-- attacking Palestinian student groups and academics and 
anyone who supports them. That’s what the investigations 
at UCLA are about. 

The first investigation is regarding a complaint filed by 
Zachor legal in 2018 against a planned national Students 
for Justice in Palestine conference  The complaint was filed 
before the conference started, based on statements made on 
SJP websites, which state that zionism is a form of racism, a 
statement approved in 1975 by the United Nations General 
Assembly. The second complaint was filed in October 2019 
by “stand with us,” a group we in QUIT! know well for 
their anti-queer and anti-muslim presence at our demonstra-
tions. The SWU complaint is based on a guest lecture by 
san francisco state university (SFSU) professor Dr. Rabab 
Abdulhadi (Rabab). 

Both complaints have already been investigated by 
UCLA, and considered to have no merit. The basis for both 
OCR investigations is discrimination under Title VI (T6) of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimina-
tion in federally funded services including education based 
on “race, color or national origin”. (The term “race” is not 
defined in the Act. According to the equal employment 
opportunity commission, “race discrimination includes dis-
crimination on the basis of ancestry or physical or cultural 
characteristics associated with a certain race, such as skin 
color, hair texture or styles, or certain facial features.” The 
EEOC lists the census categories of “American Indian or 
Alaska Native; Asian; Black or African American; Native 
Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander; and White; and one eth-
nicity category, Hispanic or Latino.” The point of this article 
is not to discuss the concept of “race”,  which is often an as-
signment made by the supremacists in power. However, the 
hatred, violence and discrimination directed upon people in 
oppressed “races” has to be recognized in order to be fought.) 

So the UCLA investigations under T6 may be a little 
shocking to some of us Jews, since we, unlike hitler, don’t 
consider ourselves to be “a race,” don’t think Jews have a 
single “national origin,” and certainly are not all of the same 
“color.”  European descended u.s. born white Jews, such 
as myself, are not a protected class, as defined by EEOC, 
under T6. That doesn’t mean Jews don’t face hatred and 
discrimination, particularly from people on the right. Mil-
lions of Jews with a similar heritage as I have, were mur-
dered by the german people in the nazi holocaust, with the 
willing assistance of various other European peoples. White 
supremacists carried out mass shootings at two synagogues 
within a six-month period in 2018-19. Still, being attacked 
by racists doesn’t make you a “race.”  

Trump and his buddies have repeatedly promoted antise-
mitic tropes. At trump’s Chanukah press event, he joked that 
Jews were greedy money-grubbers and real-estate exploiters 
like him, and therefore Jews should love and support him 
(76% of Jews voted against him in 2016, and 79% voted 
democratic in the 2018 midterms). He has also repeatedly 
stated that Jews should support him because of their primary 
loyalty to Israel.

Both UCLA complaints are an attempt to advance the 
prolonged zionist campaign to stop pro-Palestinian, and par-
ticularly boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) organizing 
on campus. Part of their strategy is to change the definition 
of antisemitism from what it commonly means -- hatred, vio-
lence, intimidation or discrimination targeting Jews because 
of their ethnic and religious identities. The zionist objective 
has been to define as antisemitism any criticism of the state 
of Israel, and to equate Zionism with Jews. For example, The 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, an intergov-
ernmental body including the u.s., adopted a “non-binding” 
definition of antisemitism in 2016, that includes as examples 

of contemporary antisemitism, 
• “Denying the Jewish people their right to self-

determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a State 
of Israel is a racist endeavor” and

• “Applying double standards by requiring of it a 
behavior not expected or demanded of any other democratic 
nation.”

In December, in anticipation of his Chanukah party, 
trump issued yet another illegal executive order. It stated that 
the department of education would investigate antisemitism 
under T6. Before the EO was issued, the administration had 
floated the idea trump would declare Jews to be a national-
ity. But the EO took a step back and instead states, “While 
Title VI does not cover discrimination based on religion, 
individuals who face discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, or national origin do not lose protection under Title 
VI for also being a member of a group that shares common 
religious practices. Discrimination against Jews may give 
rise to a Title VI violation when the discrimination is based 
on an individual’s race, color, or national origin.”

The EO then goes on to cite the IHRA, and the “con-
temporary” examples as the basis for T6 investigations of 
allegations of antisemitism. This opens the door for the OCR 
to investigate antiracist or pro-Palestinian statements as being 
against Israel, and therefore as antisemitism. Therefore, the 
SWU complaint is demanding as a remedy from UCLA that 
it adopt the IHRA definition and apply it to campus events 
and campus speech. 

The first step towards that has already been taken by 
SFSU. For almost 10 years, Rabab Abdulhadi has been a 
target for Zionists, including AMCHA, a group that specifi-
cally targets colleges and universities, the david horowitz 
freedom center, the canary mission, hillel, and stand with 
us. Lawfare has pursued Rabab with traumatic but ultimately 
baseless lawsuits which have been repeatedly thrown out 
of federal court for lack of substance. Zionists have put up 
posters around campus, showing Rabab and other Palestin-
ians as terrorists, and posting personal information, placing 
them in danger.  

As Lawfare was losing in federal court, they brought a 
similar action in state court against SFSU, under California’s 
civil rights act, which prohibits discrimination based on “sex, 
race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, disability, 
medical condition, genetic information, marital status, sexual 
orientation, citizenship, primary language, or immigration 
status.” SFSU chose to “settle” this baseless case, in part 
by making a statement that, “includes an acknowledgement 
that for many Jews, Zionism is an important part of their 
identity.” This follows a unilateral action by former SFSU 
president leslie wong in his February 2018 apology to Jewish 
students, faculty, staff and community members which stated 
that Zionists were welcome on campus. 

Of course, SFSU has not taken action to stop the ha-
rassment of Rabab, or members of the General Union of 
Palestinian Students (GUPS). Because of the continual ha-
rassment and discrimination Rabab has faced from the SFSU 
administration, and the failure of the university to adequately 
address her complaints or their contractual obligation to sup-
port her program, Arab and Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas 
(AMED), Rabab has filed a lawsuit against the university. 
It may not surprise any of our readers that the OCR has not 
supported her case. 

To be clear about the complaint against UCLA, anthro-
pology professor Dr. Kyeyoung Park, invited Rabab to speak 
on “Islamophobia and the Attacks against Palestine Organiz-
ing and Scholarship,” as part of her class on “Constructing 
Race.” Two students disrupted the question and answer 
period by shouting, crying and talking over Rabab. Rabab 
maintained her cool, and supported the students’ rights to their 
opinions. SWU then filed a complaint with the university, 
and then the OCR. Fortunately, the whole class was recorded 
on video, and it’s pretty clear who was harassing whom. The 
complaints against Rabab have taken her statements out of 
context and misrepresented content on her website. Rabab 
has always placed her support for Palestinian liberation in the 
context of the general movement for social justice, including 
advocacy for women’s and queer/trans liberation. As Rabab 
has commented, “They seek to discredit me and my scholar-
ship, pedagogy and advocacy and paint me as anti-Semitic 
hater but everywhere they look they find me advocating and 
practicing the Indivisibility of justice.”

Palestinians, Palestine solidarity, civil liberties, civil 
rights and academics are concerned that UCLA will agree to 
settle these complaints within the framework of the demands 
by SWU and the EO. This would institutionalize that criti-
cisms of israel and zionism are antisemitic, and therefore 
prohibited in California schools. This is an enormous threat, 
and the movement is organizing to put pressure on UCLA 
not to settle. 

For more information, and current status, go to https://
supportprofabdulhadi.org/, or facebook @DefendProfAb-
dulhadi. If you are interested in signing onto a queer letter 
supporting Rabab, please contact QUIT! at info@quitpal-
estine.org.

Zionists Target UCLA The fire this time; 
wombats are awesome; 

going underground
by Lisa

January 2020 and it looks like this is going to be an in-
tense year on all fronts— earth, water, fire, air, and politics. 
“Staying on top of the news without getting drowned in 
despair” is my affirmation for the year and not to make jokes 
about hindsight being 20-20 because my sight is nowhere 
near that good backwards or forwards!

Fires in Australia have been burning since September, 
and getting bigger despite firefighting efforts. According 
to one local report, many of the fire fighters are volunteers 
who can’t get any pay or benefits.  The statistics are piling 
up along with creative ways to make the magnitude of the 
disaster seem more real: breathing the air in Sydney is like 
smoking a pack of cigarettes a day; the area devastated by 
fire so far, approximately 12 million acres, is 6 times larger 
than the total area burned in the 2018 California wildfires (2 
million acres burned), 5 times larger than the 2019 Amazon 
rainforest fires (2.2 million acres); nearly double the 2019 
Siberian wildfires (6.7 million acres with nearly no press 
coverage in the US), or larger than the country of Belgium 
(is that helpful at all?); and the fires are so big they can be 
seen from space (of course with advanced imaging lots of 
things can be seen from space).   

Climate scientist Michael Mann is in Sydney on a pre-
viously planned sabbatical to study the impact of climate 
change on extreme weather events in Australia—and has a 
front row seat for the wildfires.  In an opinion piece Mann 
called out Rupert Murdoch and conservative prime minister 
Scott Morrison who are both climate deniers and shills for 
the coal industry for their efforts to deflect the conversation 
away from climate change—calling them “climate arsonists” 
because these right wing ideologues have claimed there is 
no connection to climate change and tried to deflect the con-
versation by claiming that many of the wildfires may have 
been set by arsonists. This was deliberately misleading as the 
evidence shows most were caused by lightning strikes. And 
regardless of how each fire started, the hot, dry conditions 
have provided the perfect conditions for the fires to spread 
and endure.  As surface temperatures increase and droughts 
get worse, the combined heat and dryness provide more fuel 
for fires once they start. The current intense, fast-spreading 
bushfires are a result of these factors. Those of us living in fire 
prone regions like California are witnessing similar trends.

One Billion animals lost
Ecologists in Sydney put the death toll for animals at 

one billion and counting. The loss of individual animals and 
habitats will be particularly devastating for species already 
in decline and with little habitat left. We won’t fully know 
the toll until the fires subside. Amid pictures of koala and 
kangaroo running from the fire lines, one small bright spot 
has been noted.  In some areas small animals are returning 
quickly after the fires sweep through. Scientists believe they 
are taking shelter in complex underground tunnels and bur-
rows including those created by wombats—which are quite 
large animals that are over 3 feet long and range from 40-70 
lbs. These underground complexes served as shelter for not 
just wombats but echidnas, lizards, and skinks, rabbits, and 
even small wallabys.  So is the one bright spot wombats? 
Or is it living underground? This is starting to sound a lot 
like those old Mad Max movies but I will leave the movie 
reviews for the mocha column. 

If you want to donate to help fire victims whether 
animals or people, here are some recommended places: 
culturally-appropriate support services for affected first na-
tions’ people https://www.gofundme.com/f/fire-relief-fund-
for-first-nations-communities; and for animals   Wildlife 
Rescue https://www.wires.org.au/ Port Macquarie Koala 
Hospital https://www.koalahospital.org.au/ , https://www.
wildlifevictoria.org.au/ 
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#MeToo Behind Bars – Speaking 
Truth to the Power of CDCr

by Diana Block
On Wednesday October 30th, over sixty people rallied in 

front of the CDCr office building in Sacramento to demand 
an end to the sexual and gender-based violence that has 
targeted trans and gender non-conforming (TGNC) people 
in California’s prisons. The spirited gathering marched, 
chanted and listened as many formerly incarcerated people 
denounced the sexual and physical abuse they endured while 
inside prison.  Stacy Rojas, lead plaintiff in a lawsuit filed 
against the CDCr about the assaults, described their efforts 
to document incidents of guard abuse which led to a brutal 
attack against them and several other people in 2015.  An-
other speaker explained that “we are only asking for them 
to be held accountable. The (prison) system is designed to 
hurt people who don’t conform. When you speak out about 
that, you become endangered.”  

According to the California Coalition for Women 
Prisoners, CCWP, “On November 9, 2017 four people of 
color – a transgender man, a gender non-conforming person 
and two queer female prisoners – who were all at one time 
incarcerated at the Central California Women’s Facility 
(CCWF), filed a lawsuit against the State of California and 
the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion (CDCR).  The lawsuit denounces two vicious assaults 
where correctional officers beat up, sexually harassed, hurled 
homophobic and transphobic insults at, and tormented the 
plaintiffs.  The plaintiffs were then denied medical treatment 
for their injuries and were prevented from filing grievances 
about the assaults they had experienced.  The assaults are 
particularly reprehensible because the plaintiffs are all survi-
vors of sexual trauma and violence and were assaulted while 
advocating for their basic human rights.

“The assaults originally took place on November 11, 
2015, when Stacy Rojas, a gender non-conforming former 
prisoner was brutally attacked by correctional officers after 
warning that they intended to complain to the prison’s inter-
nal investigation unit about repeated harassment by guards 
regarding their gender.  Rojas’ cell mates were subsequently 
attacked when they indicated that they would report the use 
of excessive force against Rojas.  All three were then con-
fined for nearly twelve hours in small programming cages 
and subject to sexually humiliating and abusive treatment.  
This included having their clothing cut off of their bodies, 
having their breasts and chests stomped on by guard boots, 
and being told that male guards could “show them what a real 
man is” while making reference to the size of their penises.  
They were then put in solitary confinement without cause 
and without receiving medical treatment for their injuries 
or being allowed to use the restroom.”

The rally was a powerful expression of outrage at re-
peated experiences of harassment and violence.  It also dem-
onstrated a fierce determination to work to ensure changes for 
those who remain behind bars. Demands included an end to 
the assaults and targeting of TGNC people in prison; a strict 
process to hold guards and staff accountable for abusive ac-
tions; and an end to retaliation against whistleblowers who 
report abuses.  Plans are underway to hold a statewide Peoples 
Hearing in 2020 that can clearly expose what’s going on in 
prisons in California and all over the country and mobilize 
broad grassroots support for demands for change.  

Two-Spirit Native 
Americans

I’ve gotten a lot of mail from a lot of you and UV has 
inspiration that magnified you all to write me and connect like 
I’ve never felt before. I’ve found many resources and plus 
I am writing a zine of the Two-Spirit resources, life styles, 
what it means to be Two-Spirit. I’ve started my own Native 
Circle for LGBTQ and Two-Spirit individuals behind the 
walls … we are asking anyone who is a Two-Spirit Native 
American to reach out. We have things in the works to com-
mit support to you. You are irreplaceable in our ceremony 
of love, of family and you are not alone.  Make it your am-
bition to know your heritage and claim your tribe.  Always 
remember Maya Angelou’s quote, “I can be changed by what 
happens to me but I refuse to be reduced by it.” Never allow 
your morals to be reduced; you are loved and that will never 
change. Thank you UV and our community. Write to me and 
know we care. I do get inmate to inmate mail.  Edward Oney 
#282802 Kentucky S.P. 266 Water St. Eddyville KY 42038

Transgender Day of 
Remembrance

by Lisa Strawn
On Nov. 20th San Quentin held the first Transgender 

Day of Remembrance.  For 2 hours the standing room only 
event paid tribute to the lives of 22 beautiful transpeople 
killed this year.  

As the organizer of the day I wanted to make sure of 2 
things.  That the lives of the 22 were important especially 
transwomen of color.  And that the transgender population at 
S.Q.  lets [everyone] here see what inclusion really looks like 
as opposed to how it has been.  There were over 50 outside 
guests including 5 beautiful people from UltraViolet – of 
which I was in tears to see them there.  Also in attendance 
Senator Scott Wiener, his aide Cassidy Denny, Ella Baker 
Center and a big group of supporters from C.D.C.R. head-
quarters in Sacramento.  

For 2 hours the guests and incarcerated women and men 
of S.Q. got to enjoy 15 performances that received standing 
ovations and some shed tears.  From my vantage point up 
front I could see what the day meant to all who attended.  
The day was filled with speakers, music, poetry, reading 
of the names of the 22 and also a remembrance to all who 
have lost their lives to violence. The message was clear that 
violence can never win.   We all have to remember that the 
only way all lives matter, is to make sure trans lives and 
black lives matter.  

Transgender Day of Remembrance at San Quentin could 
not have happened without the Trans and entire LGBTQP  
gender fluid population, the Men in Blue who performed and 
showed up to the event.  And the support from Ms. Lopez, 
Mr. Spohn who run the groups for the Trans and gender 
queer people.  But also the staff who made sure the day hap-
pened and brought in the outside guests.  It was an effort by 
everyone and I can say that I will never forget the day and 
I will always be glad that I can be who I am, a transwoman 
in a Man’s prison and be proud.  Never let anyone tell you 
that you can’t be who you are.  Embrace who you are.  Your 
life matters and so does your voice.  Please share this with 
everyone you meet.  I am proud of you all and please say 
that to others you meet each day.  Transgenders are people 
too.  Lisa Strawn #D01271, SQSP/NNB-3-18, San Quentin 
CA 94974

LGBTQ Groups in 
Kentucky

For the first time in history in the year 2019, Kentucky 
Correction Institution for Women (KCIW) has begun a sup-
port group for Transgenders that has been going on for a few 
months now.   The group meets once a week on Tuesdays.

Leading the Transgender group is one administrator from 
the DOC who is over the entire support group with the help of 
2 mental health therapists.  The group’s goal is to make every 
transgender feel comfortable inside and outside themselves.  
The group’s #1 rule is confidentiality so that they may feel 
comfortable to freely talk about anything they like especially 
about their transition and be supportive for each other. 

I am not a Transgender myself.  I’m a Lesbian inmate 
supporting the transgender group here at KCIW.  Also I’m 
the only one in this prison who gets this newsletter but here 
soon everyone will know about UV because I LOVE IT!  You 
let people be free in UV, people who were in hiding and it’s 
just so amazing.  So keep up the great work, UltraViolet.  To 
all the LGBTQ, keep your heads up and know you are never 
alone.  Remember if no one loves you, god will always love 
you.  MarQuita McWilson #235934, KCIW, PO Box 337, 
Pewee Valley, KY 40056

Shorts from Inside
Just a few words of thanks – received your latest edition, 

enjoying it thoroughly. The arrival coincided with my having 
a few stamps laying on my shelf so I thought I’d assuage my 
deadbeat guilt/shame and forward them to you along with 
my appreciation for all the good work you folks do; cynical 
Lisa in particular. (-:  LE, San Luis Obispo CA

I’m a 48 year old lesbian. I am doing ten years in the 
Oregon Prison System. At present there aren’t any groups to 
support our LGBTQ Community. I am also Native Ameri-
can and German. I am seeking communication with other 
2-Spirited people. Outside or Inside. I love my culture and 
spirituality. Just hope to be a source of support for those who 
need it as well as receive support. Inmate to inmate mail 
is OK. Thank you UV, your paper is always nice to read. 
Shelly Stierle #10032661, 24499 SW Grahams Ferry Rd. 
Wilsonville OR 97070

I have read several issues of UV but today I received 
my [own] issue. THANK YOU! Shorts from Inside really 
touched me so I wish to pay the love and support forward by 
sending this letter (hoping it will be published) to all that may 
be struggling and in search of someone who needs a listen-
ing ear, a shoulder to lean on, support to keep them strong. 
I am on Ohio’s death row and have been locked up for 24 
years now. If you are reading this I want you to know that 
no matter the storms or struggles you face, just behind the 
dark clouds, the sun is shining – just waiting on you to push 
through to it. Come one, come all and together our journeys 
will join. SJ Chillicothe OH

Thank you so much for your newspaper. OSP [Oregon 
State Prison] does allow hardbacks and newspapers in. They 
only don’t accept CD’s anymore.  Here at OSP we have a 
group and it’s called Equality 8. Our Mission Statement is as 
follows: Our Mission is to strength the LGBTQ community 
here at OSP as well of throughout the Oregon DOC. I share 
all of my papers that you send to me. JRG Salem OR

I never thought I would be writing a newspaper 
concerning the LGBTQ.  However by myself being a gay 
crossing Black male, I felt compelled to write because UV 
gave me a strong feeling of empowerment I have never felt 
before. I must admit at times I feel somewhat lost with my 
identity. With that I have always remained in the closet. Not 
only that Federal prison is not the safest place for anyone 
under the LGBTQ banner.  Never the less I would love to 
hear from anyone who will encourage me to come out and 
be myself. Thank you UV, you are the best.  I’m also known 
as Jemmy. Jimmy Bozeman #21207-045, FCC Medium, PO 
Box 1032, Coleman FL 33521

Could I please sign up for your newsletter? I’m gay 
and in hell, er, rather High Desert State prison in Nevada. 
BE Indian Springs NV

Dear Camaradas: Hope you are well and your activities 
are being productive. At my previous facility, Terra (Terror) 
Haute, I was in the SHU (for my own safety, being nonvio-
lent, nonracist, genderqueer) for 6 months. We could not get 
newspapers, magazines or books there. I am once again in 
the SHU here [FCI Bennettsville](for the same reason) which 
makes almost 2 years since I have been able to walk the yard.  
But here at least we can get publications such as UltraViolet.  
So would you be so kind as to send me the latest one? I have 
enjoyed them greatly over the years, though always saddened 
when a longtime friend of yours has passed away. A friend 
of us all! But so the wheel turns.  Thank you for all you do 
to fight the good fight for the human being community. With 
affinity, MLB Bennettsville SC

Bright Blessings! I am a Transgender woman inmate, 
housed on one of Texas’s state prison units. I’m 47 and 
needed to wait until now so as to finally become the woman 
that I have always been. My Mom never understood my 
sexuality, so as to respect her, I waited until her death so as 
to begin my life.  A friend shot to me your newsletter and I 
loved every single word, but the last. That was only because 
I couldn’t read more. Right now I am making no headway 
in learning ANY of the policies concerning the (General not 
Health) treatment of Transgender inmates on my unit. The 
law library had the policies concerning Health but no more.  
I’m sending out missives to our unit classification, but we 
shall see. Please wish me luck! Thank people such as you 
who lighten the pain of incarceration to people such as me. 
Please never stop. DG Amarillo TX

So Family Please Listen: If a staff ever say, do, touch 
or anything sexual, or harassment, put it on paper of any sort: 
kite, grievance, anything to get a stamp from your prison. 
Please do not put yourself in any harm or retaliation, put that 
document away; try to make copies, always. If possible give 
one, send one, hide one deep in legal mail.  Let it all calm 
down. Don’t worry, they WILL do it again; at that time, then 
you provide a copy that you also make this same complaint 
first.  Love you Family. Ms. Katfish Carson City NV

My dear friends, the joy you have brought to myself and 
others will never fade.  I will always be blessed from your 
support and love.  I continue to be a better person each day 
from the support you have given me.  As I said on the 20th, I 
started writing because of a story you put in UltraViolet that 
I wrote in 2013.  Great job on 25 years of beautiful work.  
Love always, Lisa San Quentin CA

Hard Time 
Dear UltraViolet.   Thank you for still remembering me.  

You really know to put a smile on my face even though life 
has really been hard on me.  They are bringing me down for 
who I am and what I stand for.  I’ve been locked up since 
1981 and them were real bad times in prisons for anyone who 
was gay or any kind [of different] so you didn’t say nothing, 
but behind closed doors, it was okay. (smile)

Anyhow, now it still feels that way but now it’s the of-
ficers who hate us and I find myself lost in here, put in the 
hole.  I’m being set up and they treat me like garbage in 
here!!  But then I get your special 25th anniversary collectible 
edition. Thank you for hearing me.  I never ask for help but 
I’m tired of living this kind of life and suffering each day.  
Your true friend always, Rudy Gonzales #C-28948, CSP-
Los Angeles/D-5-138# PO Box 4670, Lancaster CA 93539
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by Carla
This year as we watched the Amazon, the “lungs of the 

earth”, burn, and as we witnessed more and greater climate 
catastrophes around the world, as the temperature increases 
result in ice melts and rising oceans and torrential storms that 
disproportionately affect peoples and nations which have not 
caused the problems they face, it would seem that a policy 
of divesting from the fossil fuels that cause climate change 
would be a reasonable course of action.  Yet, the California 
State Teachers Retirement System (CalSTRS) and the Cali-
fornia Public Employee Retirement System (CalPERS) still 
refuse to seriously consider the demands to divest from their 
current holdings in fossil fuels, and to work on a model of 
sustainable investing.

Adults working along with Fossil Free California, in con-
junction with youth groups such as Youth vs. the Apocalypse, 
Earth Guardians and Warriors 4 Justice, have been trying to 
educate the CalSTRS (State Teachers Retirement System) 
Board about the need to divest immediately from fossil fuels.

In September 2019 students from youth groups traveled 
to Sacramento to make their third appeal to the STRS board 
to divest from fossil fuels.  The board unflinchingly dismissed 
their demands to simply investigate the possibility of divest-
ment. The middle school students, who came from Oakland 
schools, had researched and prepared a script which they 
passed from one person to the next since they were limited 
to a minute per speaker.  After speaking, students brought up 
to the dais a stuffed animal, each representing an endangered 
species, and left them for everyone to view.  They were ad-
monished by the Investment Committee’s board chair, Harry 
Keily, to not approach the board due to security concerns.  

Students, both middle school and university students, 
presented at the STRS board again in November, 2019.  
Students disrupted the CalSTRS meeting, playing Greta 
Thunberg’s speech and unfurling banners.  One student did a 
performance dance to the speech, and was about to be forced 
out.  After a 2 hour postponement of the meeting, the meet-
ing continued where students and teachers were allowed to 
address the board for one hour.

The STRS board argues that it has to make decisions 
based on fiduciary concerns, representing all of California’s 
public school teachers.  The board claims that it would be 
irresponsible to even consider divestment at this point in time, 
and uses the argument that if STRS continues its investments 
in fossil fuels, STRS also has the ability to influence policy.  
As of December, 2019 we have not seen any changes in the 

policies of the large fossil fuel companies that will have any 
impact on the pressing problems created by climate change.  

In January, the CalSTRS Investment Committee pre-
sented a report, in accordance with SB 964 (2018) which 
requires that CalSTRS and CalPERS report on the financial 
risk associated with their investment portfolios in climate 
related investments.  The report does not acknowledge the 
extreme danger that is faced as the world approaches the 2º 
C maximum temperature increases.  It does not acknowledge 
the crisis that we currently face.  On the other side, Califor-
nia State Treasurer Fiona Ma, an ex-officio member of the 
investment committee, supports the divestment of CalSTRS 
from its fossil fuel funds. 

CalSTRS is the second largest public pension plan in the 
country.   In September, shortly after the students addressed 
the STRS board, the University of California announced that 
it would be divesting both its endowment and pension funds 
from fossil fuel companies, including stocks and bonds.  

After a six year fight by UC Fossil Free the University 
of California system agreed to divest.  The argument the UC 
chancellors cited was that the investments in fossil fuels are 
fiscally unsound and represent a non-sustainable model of in-
vestment.  According to articles in the Nation magazine (Oct. 
8, 2019, Williams, Emily and LeQuesne, Theo) the UC Board 
of Regents knew as early as 2013 that “fossil free funds have 
been outperforming” fossil fuel funds.  The activists at UC 
understand that divestment is the strongest way to put pres-
sure on fossil fuel companies and to fight against the racist 
and classist impacts of fossil fuel companies’ policies.  The 
University of California’s (UC) announcement “declaring a 
climate emergency” came after the Climate Strikes around 
the world led by youth.  A political movement created the 
conditions for the response from Bachner (UC’s chief invest-
ment officer and treasurer) that UC needed to look at a new 

model for investment that is founded upon environmental 
sustainability, social responsibility and a fiduciary respon-
sibility.  After years of activism, UC acknowledged that it 
can earn more money for its endowment and pension fund 
by supporting a sustainable economic model. 

Similarly, New York City was pressured to divest its 
pension funds from fossil fuels in 2018. New York City has 
the fourth largest public pension fund in the country.   DI-
VEST NY, a coalition of local climate change organizations 
and public unions, led the fight for divestment that started 
in 2012 after Hurricane Sandy.  Labor played a large role in 
organizing for divestment under the name Labor 4 Sustain-
ability.  The comptroller of New York City, Stringer, speaks 
about the fact that divestment from fossil fuel funds is not 
only ethical, but also fiscally sound.   Even the governor of 
New York, Cuomo, has come out in support of divestment 
of public funds from fossil fuel companies.  

Recent studies (done by Corporate Knights, a media and 
analysis firm) show that funds in the fossil fuel sector are 
actually underperforming, and therefore, a bad investment 
for the future of the retirees. Corporate Knights claims that 
if CalSTRS had divested from fossil fuels 10 years ago, 
the retirement fund would have gained $5.5 billion dollars. 

Those people who have addressed the STRS board by 
speaking at meetings or sending emails have made clear 
that due to the climate disaster we don’t have the luxury of 
waiting to see if we can influence the policies of the fossil 
fuel industries and the banks that fund them.   Therefore, 
Fossil Free California is urging an immediate divestment 
of public pension funds from fossil fuel industries, and a 
reinvestment of these monies into clean energy, supporting 
a green new deal. 

The CalSTRS Investment Committee does not believe 
that divestment has the support of its stakeholders, public 
school educators and retired educators.  Fossil Free Califor-
nia, in response to the CalSTRS report that they will not be 
changing their investment model, is calling on educators, 
students and community members to address the investment 
committee’s board meeting on January 30, and to commit 
to on-going pressure on CalSTRS to create a sustainable 
investment model.   Information can be obtained at the Fos-
sil Free website (https://fossilfreeca.org/).  The website also 
contains links to send emails to the CalSTRS and CalPERS 
board.  Both CalSTRS and CalPERS need to feel pressure 
from their stakeholders that they no longer will tolerate the 
intransigence of the Investment Committees in the face of 
growing dissent and mounting evidence against their views.  

As the World Burns or Drowns, CalSTRS Won’t Divest from Fossil Fuels

by Toshio Meronek
This past year, it was hard to miss the news of CNN’s 

firing of Marc Lamont Hill, after his fairly vanilla call to 
end the violence in “Palestine, from the river to the sea,” or 
the controversy that flared when a civil rights organization 
in Angela Davis’s hometown took back an award due to her 
pro-Palestine activism. 

One of the world’s most beloved poets, June Jordan, once 
told The Los Angeles Times about the “huge smear letter-
writing campaign” started by feminists who said Jordan was 
“trying to divide the women’s movement” after she became 
one of the most visible Black critics of the Israeli govern-
ment’s abuses of Palestinians. In her poem “Apologies to 
All the People in Lebanon,” she searingly describes how the 
US funds “the bombs and the planes and the tanks that they 
used to massacre your family.” (Today, the US gives about 
$4 billion each year to Israel’s military.)

Black and Palestinian solidarity was the basis of weekly 
protests by Black, Brown, and Jewish groups outside a new 
wine bar in San Francisco’s Mission District, called Manny’s. 
Protests began when the place opened in November 2018, but 
they leveled-up in August, when cops arrested two protesters, 
one Black and the other white and Jewish, after a Zionist—a 
supporter of apartheid in Israel—pushed into the crowd and 
began destroying the sign of an anti-Manny’s protester.

To the protesters, Manny’s represents a near-perfect mix 
of ingredients that make it a worthy target. Over megaphones, 

members from groups like the Bay Area chapters of prison 
abolitionists Critical Resistance, the Palestinian Youth Move-
ment, and the International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network, 
chant “Manny is a gentrifier and a Zionist!” while holding 
signs with messages like STOP THE WOKEWASHING OF 
THE MISSION.  

 Naming the place after himself, Emanuel Yekutiel was 
still in his twenties when he retired into the wine bar busi-
ness. Previously, he made a living as a political strategist for 
clients like Hillary Clinton, Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg, 
and the Israel lobby group A Wider Bridge. 

Yekutiel says he wanted Manny’s to be more than 
just a restaurant. According to the Manny’s website, it’s 
“a people-powered and community-focused meeting and 
learning place.” 

 In preparation for the wine bar’s opening in November 
2018, Yekutiel hung portraits of black people on the walls, 
and had his menu translated for Spanish-speaking patrons in 
the Mission District—a District where about half the popu-
lation was Latinx, until recent gentrification and evictions 
uprooted thousands of long-time Latinx residents.

Flexing his political connections, Yekutiel has booked 
appearances by presidential wannabes like San Francisco’s 
pro-Israel former District Attorney Kamala Harris, along 
with Cory Booker and Beto O’Rourke.

Others have cancelled events at Manny’s due to the boy-
cott, including Ai-jen Poo, director of the National Domestic 
Workers’ Alliance, and radio host Davey D. 

Chicanx students from SF State, plus a dozen other 
groups, point out that Manny’s used its “social justice” spin 
to get cheaper rent in the bottom floor of the Altamont Hotel, 
a public housing building whose landlord is a nonprofit called 
the Mission Housing Development Corporation (MHDC). 
MHDC’s Executive Director Sam Moss, a pro-gentrification 
activist who in June was the featured speaker at a event on 
free-market capitalism, says that Manny’s deserved a lower-
cost lease because the “community-oriented” bar would make 
the neighborhood “safer.” 

But non-white, non-wealthy residents know that a 
“safer” neighborhood can mean very different things to dif-

ferent people. 
The coalition of Black, Brown, and/or Jewish people 

running the Manny’s boycott point out in their social media 
that when a business like a wine bar opens in a historically 
low-income neighborhood, it means more “quality of life” 
(311) calls to the city by new, rich neighbors. It also means 
more of a police presence, and ultimately, more dead Black 
and Brown people. 

San Francisco is the city that anti-Zionist James Baldwin 
famously called out for its “Negro removal” beginning with 
the “urban renewal” projects of the 1960s; the same city that 
today is bleeding black people, literally and figuratively. San 
Francisco mayor London Breed promised during her cam-
paign to hire 200 new cops despite violent crime being at its 
lowest point in decades. (Crime stats never include murders 
by cops, of course.)

Why is the city “providing reduced rents to wealthy busi-
nessmen while tens of thousands of San Francisco residents 
are homeless and countless others are being forced onto the 
streets because they cannot pay the absurdly expensive rents 
in the city?” is the question posed by creators of a GoFundMe 
page set up to help cover the bail of arrested protesters Dayton 
Andrews and Max Goodwin.

The night of his summer arrest on August 6, Andrews 
saw firsthand “the relationship between local government 
and private businesses.” 

The protesters had picked August 6 because that night 
Yekutiel gave a warm welcome to speaker Jeff Kositsky, 
the city of San Francisco’s “homeless czar.” Kositsky’s the 
man who told the San Francisco Chronicle he’s “thrilled” 
with the brutal homeless tent sweeps by the police and the 
Department of Public Works that target people who generally 
do not look like Yekutiel or Kositsky: Black, Latinx, Native 
American, disabled, and/or queer and transgender people 
are overwhelmingly on the receiving end of these sweeps. 

During rush hour that night, a Zionist counter-protester 
walked, zombie-like, into the center of the crowd. He grabbed 
one protester’s signs and proceeded to break it into pieces. 
When multiple police squad cars drove up, instead of ar-
resting the Zionist, they handcuffed and charged Andrews 

Is there a special punishment reserved for Black people who  
stand in solidarity with Palestinians?

continued on page 8
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by Deni and Cole
MOVIE REVIEWS
QUEEN AND SLIM (review by Deni)
Melina Matsoukas, in her feature directorial debut, has 

created a moving and provocative road movie drama that 
stays with you long after the credits roll. The film features 
excellent acting by Daniel Kaluuya (Slim) and Jodie Turner-
Smith (Queen) as two Black people who go out on a date 
at an Ohio diner, only to have things turn quite terrifying 
when they’re stopped by a white cop on the drive back and 
they’re forced to go on the run. First stop is New Orleans 
to see Queen’s uncle where they also meet Goddess, played 
by trans actor Indya Moore (who so magnificently plays 
Angel Evangelista in Pose). As the movie develops, Queen 
and Slim become heroes to many in the community and you 
hope against hope for a happy ending. But Hollywood this 
isn’t. There are some parts that seemed less than believable 
and the heterosexual sex scene went on longer than necessary 
but this film is definitely one to see if you can. 

And here’s an interesting recent tweet from Indya Moore 
in speaking of 45 supporters: “they care more about making 
as much money possible for the last 20 years of their life 
than the welfare of children and families on earth in the next 
20 years. Thats why they hate bernie sanders. We’ve been 
indoctrinated to be so afraid of free health care, academia 
& clean earth.” 

A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
(reviewed by Deni)

This film is based on a true story of a jaded reporter sent 
to do a story about Fred Rogers (Mr. Rogers of tv fame), the 
relationship that developed between them, and the ripple 
effects of their connection. Sometimes I like Tom Hanks, 
sometimes he’s annoying. Liked him in Castaway, annoying 
in Philadelphia. As Mr. Rogers, he was ok, slightly cloying 
to match that part of the film. (Though Lisa commented to 
me that she found Hanks’ acting in this kind of creepy which 
detracted from Mr. Rogers character and I can see what she 
means.) I liked the film enough, it was exactly what I thought 
it would be like which is refreshing. Matthew Rhys played 
real-life reporter Tom Junod, and Susan Kelechi Watson 
played his insightful and supportive wife. Their story brought 
a layer of complexity and strong acting to the film. Chris 
Cooper was the reporter’s dad - he’s always a treat to watch. 
I didn’t grow up with Mr. Rogers but I have to say that after 
seeing the documentary about him last year, I kind of got the 
allure a bit more. This was definitely a feel-good film, unless 
the whole idea of Mr. Roger and Tom Hanks bugs you…

THE GOOD LIAR (review by Deni)
With main characters played by Helen Mirren (Betty) 

and Ian McKellan (Roy), I anticipated a lot from this crime 
thriller but unfortunately, it didn’t live up to that. McKellan 
plays a career con-man going after Mirren, a wealthy widow. 
There are lots of twists and turns but from the get-go, the 
film doesn’t seem that believable and you figure out pretty 
quickly that things aren’t what they seem. (The filmmak-
ers claim you’re SUPPOSED to realize that which sounds 
a little self-serving to me…) Chicago Sun Times reviewer 
Richard Roeper said it well: “The more we learn about the 
main characters, the less we believe they’d do the things 
they do.” It was annoying to have Betty/Helen play such a 
seemingly duped woman. I don’t want to throw in spoilers in 
case you happen to see it but the story line leading up to the 
denouement grew more bizarre and not in a good way. Also, 
the violence in the film seemed totally unnecessary and the 
ending was unclear, but by then, who cared? To remember 
how great these actors can be, rewatch Mirren in Calendar 
Girls or Gosford Park and of course McKellan’s fabulous 
role in Gods and Monsters. 

Now for the two movies that pretty much everyone 
else seems to have liked:

PARASITE (review by Deni)
Ok, this film got a 99% on Rotten Tomatoes, so I guess 

I’m officially part of the 1% (not in an “Occupy” way of 
course…) It was hard to find a review critical of the film 
but I found myself in some good company with The New 
Yorker and The Nation. Most thought this South Korean 
comedic/satirical film written and directed by Bong Joon-ho 
about class conflict playing out between a poor and a rich 
family was excellent. I thought there were some good things 
about it like the great cinematography, including striking 
visuals of sets, locations, and lighting, which often doubled 
as metaphors for the film’s message (metaphors were a big 
serio/comic theme in the film). The acting was excellent. 
But from the film’s beginning, I was uncomfortable with the 
director’s tone and portrayal of the poor/working class family 
which seemed kind of snarky. The filmmaker seemed to be 
saying “Things are really bad for these poor people and so 
easy for these rich people, maybe it shouldn’t be that way so 
maybe these loser poor people can find a way to enter into 
the lives of the rich and ultimately, flip things around.” But 
as The Nation states in its review: ‘“Parasite” is essentially 
a conservative movie, looking with bitter dismay at an order 

that falls short, a sense of law and of social organization that 
functions efficiently but misguidedly—that needs, in effect, 
more and better order. 

“Parasite” is far from a comprehensive or complete vi-
sion of South Korean society or even of modern capitalism in 
its over-all social and cultural sense. Rather, it’s a well-tuned 
mechanism for an ultimately modest and moderate lament, 
a reasonable filmmaker’s flirtation with extreme modes of 
expression and emotion that, nonetheless, relentlessly pull 
back to a moderate norm. It’s neither nihilistic nor utopian, 
neither revolutionary nor visionary; it wishes and shrugs.’

I wouldn’t say don’t see it, but maybe don’t go with the 
high expectations I had…

KNIVES OUT (review by Deni)
I like a clever murder mystery whodunit as much as the 

next person but the charms of this Agatha Christie homage 
somewhat eluded me. There was a good ensemble cast (I do 
love Toni Collette and Lakeith Stanfield) and the sets were 
fun. But I did think it was a bit full of itself and racist (white 
man knows all in the end). There were entertaining parts 
but it was kind of annoying and too long. It was directed by 
Rian Johnson who did the sci-fi film Looper, which I also 
think I didn’t like. And pretty much everyone else did. Hey, 
at least I’m consistent!!

BOMBSHELL (dir. Jay Roach) (review by Cole)
This docudrama traces the history of sexual harassment 

at Fox News and the women’s decision to go public with 
regard to the abuse. The tale is quite absorbing and Nicole 
Kidman, Charlize Theron, Margot Robbie and John Lith-
gow all deliver excellent acting. On the positive side, it is 
encouraging to see a feature film tackle sexual harassment 
in the workplace. What detracted from my enjoyment of the 
film, however, was the knowledge that the women featured 
in the movie had no hesitation while at Fox to promote the 
network’s reactionary politics; that fact somehow under-
mines the portrayal of the commentators as feminist heroines. 

DARK WATERS (dir. Todd Hayes) (review by Cole 
and Deni)

The film compellingly recounts Rob Bilott’s decades 
long fight against the Dupont chemical company. A somewhat 
obscure family connection motivates Bilott (Mark Ruffalo), 
an attorney with a firm that represents chemical companies, 
to represent a West Virginia farmer who claims that runoff 
from an adjacent landfill has poisoned his cattle. Dupont 
essentially owns the farmer’s home town; local officials re-
fuse to investigate and the farmer’s family is ostracized as a 
consequence of their litigation. Bilott obtains a settlement for 
this client, but his interest is piqued and he digs deeper. The 
process of further litigation reveals that the corporation’s own 
tests confirmed the chemical compound’s toxicity. 

The movie skillfully depicts Bilott’s deep dedication to 
combatting Dupont, the impact of this struggle on his per-
sonal life and his frustration at the delay in obtaining justice 
for his clients. We’re a little perplexed and/or disappointed 
that, aside from one brief scene of a courthouse demonstra-
tion, there’s no description of any popular activism supporting 
Bilott’s efforts, or any other portrayal of environmental justice 
activism. Similarly, the film only minimally acquaints us with 
the community members exposed to the toxin. In a tokenistic 
approach to diversity, Hayes included one African American 
in a bit part; that character’s purpose was to demonstrate that 
not all of the firm’s attorneys were on board with going after 
Dupont. Ruffalo displays his characteristic excellent acting; 
Tim Robbins is similarly impressive in his supporting role 
as Bilott’s supervisor. We wish the movie had presented a 
more sympathetic view of Sarah (Anne Hathaway), Billot’s 
spouse. While she is at times supportive of her husband’s 
work, she alternatively comes across as a stereotypical nag-
ging wife. More acknowledgment of her obligation to bear 
the brunt of the responsibility of parenting the couple’s three 
sons would have been welcome. A somber tone pervades the 
film, which may diminish its popularity with a broad audi-
ence. We, however, really liked it and recommend it.

BOOK REVIEWS (by Cole)
NO NO BOY by John Okada
No No Boy by John Okada deserves to be read. As you 

may know, young Japanese American men interned dur-

ing WWII were subject to the draft notwithstanding their 
confinement; they were, however, required to complete a 
form where they (1) affirmed their willingness to serve and 
(2) rejected any allegiance to the Japanese emperor. The 
racism motivating this policy can be easily deduced in light 
of any parallel requirement that Italian Americans reject an 
allegiance to King Victor Emmanuel. Internees who declined 
to complete the form were incarcerated as draft resisters. 
The no no boys, as they were known, were frequently ostra-
cized after the war by both society at large and the Japanese 
American community. The book chronicles the struggles of 
one such no no boy and examines the impact of the war and 
the consequences of the internment on the Japanese American 
community. It’s not an easy read -- the tone is somber and the 
protagonist is at times unsympathetic - but the novelty of the 
issue makes reading the book worthwhile. When published 
in 1957, the work received little attention. Happily, No No 
Boys was rediscovered by activists in the 70’s and is revered 
as an Asian American literary treasure.

THE TESTAMENTS by Margaret Atwood
I’d anticipated reading The Testaments with some 

trepidation. The Handmaiden’s Tale stands out for me as an 
incredibly compelling and memorable feminist classic and 
I feared that a substandard sequel would demean the status 
of the original book. Happily, my apprehension was for 
naught. Although a different work -- the tone is less detached 
-- Atwood has delivered a worthy sequel. The Testaments is 
set 20 years into the future from the original novel’s period 
and is told from the viewpoints of three narrators - an aunt 
(you may remember the aunts as the female enforcers of Gil-
ead’s patriarchal theocracy), a Commander’s daughter and the 
daughter of a Gileadan refugee. A three-narrator novel could 
potentially be a train wreck, but Atwood makes it work - she 
creates well-rounded but sympathetic characters and entic-
ingly leads us to the point where their lives intersect. The 
book provides a credible description of the underground 
resistance as well as insights into how Gilead promulgated 
its ideology. Further comment would entail spoilers, so I’ll 
end with the prediction that fans of Atwood’s earlier work 
won’t be able to put this book down!

YOUR HOUSE WILL PAY by Steph Cha
Cha is a Los Angeles native and has previously authored 

the Juniper Song mysteries. Here, she shifts focus to explore 
the stormy relationship between the Korean American and 
African American communities in Los Angeles -- both now 
and during the Los Angeles Uprising era. The novel draws 
inspiration from a historical incident in 1991 that involved a 
Korean-American shopkeeper’s murder of a black teenager 
in South Central. The narrative switches between the two 
time periods and alternates between the perspectives of the 
murderer’s pharmacist daughter and the teenager’s ex-con 
cousin. This back and forth sounds like a ride at an amuse-
ment park, but Cha executes it adroitly. Novels dealing with 
race usually describe a relationship between a person of color 
and a white person; the examination of relations between 
two communities of color is a refreshing change of pace. I 
particularly appreciated the portrayal of the white journalist 
whose career advancement was based on milking the teen-
ager’s story. Reconciliation remains a thorny issue for many 
of us; Cha’s novel provides fodder for thought on that subject.

BITS AND PIECES
GOLDEN GLOBES GETS POLITICAL
Good politics were refreshingly evident at this year’s 

Golden Globes award ceremony. Patricia Arquette voiced a 
heartfelt opposition to Trump’s saber rattling toward Iran. And 
in a forthright and compelling fashion, Michelle Williams 
expressed the need to defend reproductive rights. Thanks 
and kudos to both women for their willingness to speak out!

SHOCKER: WOMEN FILMMAKERS IGNORED
Wow, bet you’re reeling from that! Neither Melina 

Matsoukas (Queen and Slim), Greta Gerwig (Little Women), 
nor Lulu Wang (Farewell) were nominated for any of the 
big movie awards. And countless other women, trans folks, 
people of color left out once again. But hey, Awkwafina 
won a Golden Globe for best actress in Farewell! Glass half 
full, right?
?WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF

THE MOCHA COLUMN
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by Kate
In 2011, in the aftermath of a Tea Party takeover of Con-

gress, stymying his domestic agenda, and facing reelection 
campaign with approval ratings in the mid-forties, Barack 
Obama ordered a raid on the compound in Pakistan where 
Osama bin Laden was reported to be living. His advisers 
were split on the raid, most counseling against doing it at that 
time. Obama decided to go ahead, showing he was a bold 
and decisive “commander-in-chief,” and basking in the glory 
after bin Laden was (probably) killed along with one of his 
wives, one of his sons and two other men. He got an 11 point 
bump in approval ratings, but after three weeks, more than 
half of it was gone. The remaining few points, however, may 
have given him what he needed to squeak out a win in 2012.

In October 2019, donald trump ordered a raid on the 
compound where Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi (nom de guerre 
of Ibrahim Awwad Ibrahim al-Badri), the head of the so-
called Islamic State (IS or ISIS), was living. An undisclosed 
number of people were killed in the raid and accompanying 
airstrikes, including at least seven civilians, four women 
and two children. Al-Baghdadi committed suicide in a tun-
nel. trump claimed al-Baghdadi was a bigger prize than bin 
Laden’s, which may have been true but unfortunately for him, 
al-Baghdadi’s name was not as well known. trump also un-
dermined his claim to vicarious heroism by his characteristic 
need to deride the masculinity of his foes. The white house 
statement on the raid read: “ a large number of Baghdadi’s 
fighters and companions were killed with him.  He died after 
running into a dead-end tunnel, whimpering and crying and 
screaming.” The whimpering, crying and screaming narra-
tive could not be confirmed. This raid came after IS had lost 
virtually all of its territory thanks to bombing by both u.s. 
and Russian forces, along with the Syrian military, and u.s.-
backed Kurdish fighters in northern Syria and southern Iraq. 

The al-Baghdadi raid came in the wake of one of trump’s 
biggest foreign policy gambles. In early October, he ordered 
the withdrawal of u.s. troops from northern Syria. The deci-
sion was nearly universally condemned – by military strate-
gists who felt it would embolden IS, by democrats who see 
the troop commitment as an Obama-era legacy and basically 
hate anything trump does, and by supporters of the Kurdish-
led authority in Northern Syria, known informally as Rojava. 
(“Rojava” means “west” in Kurdish, and the people attempt-
ing to create an autonomous radical democracy in that region 
want it to belong to all the ethnicities in the region, so they 
no longer call it Rojava. Its current name is North East Syria, 
NES, which unfortunately is not catchy and therefore has not 
caught on in the West (or should I say, in the “Rojava”?).)

The opposition to the troop pullout among NES support-
ers, including some progressives, was based on the premise 
that Turkey would see this as a green light to invade the 
region, pushing the Kurdish-led militias (the “Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces”, or SDF) miles deeper into Syria. Turkey had 
already invaded one section of the area, Afrin, in early 2018, 
forcing most residents to flee to other parts of NES. Indeed, 
on October 9, just days after trump withdrew 1,000 troops 
from the area, Turkey invaded NES. By the end of the month 
more than 300,000 residents had been forced to flee. The 
Turkish government, according to an interview with Kurdish 
activists in the u.s. left magazine Jacobin, has set up Turkish 
post offices and universities in Afrin and moved Syrian Arab 
refugees into the historically Kurdish area. (Rojava/NES has 
welcomed refugees from other parts of Syria, according to 
witnesses, providing them with food and shelter as well as 
political education to enable them to participate in the local 
councils which form the basis of the grassroots democracy.)

trump took credit for a ceasefire which was actually 
negotiated by Russia, limiting the Turkish incursion to a 
19-mile “buffer zone.” The SDF made a deal with the Syr-
ian government to help protect its remaining territory, but no 
one thinks this is good news for the future of the grassroots 
bottom-up democracy.

For the u.s. left, this was all something of a quandary. 
Opposing u.s. intervention in other countries is pretty much 
a bottom line we can all agree on, while disagreeing about 
nearly everything else. In this case, though, it’s clear that the 
presence of u.s. troops and aircraft, meager as they were, was 
the only thing that allowed the Rojava/NES experiment in 
socialist democracy to exist. 

Trump Takes the Oil
The al-Baghdadi raid was likely meant to reassert 

trump’s reputation as a properly bellicose president. He 
then ordered u.s. troops back into northern Syria “to take the 
oil.” Recall that during the 2016 campaign, trump criticized 
Obama and g.w. bush for not taking Iraq’s oil to pay for the 
war against that country. On November 7, the UK Guardian 
reported, “‘We want to bring our soldiers home. But we did 
leave soldiers because we’re keeping the oil,’” he said on 1 
November. “‘I like oil. We’re keeping the oil.’ The president 
suggested that taking possession of Syrian natural resources 
would be fair ‘reimbursement’ for the cost of going to war 

there.”
The Guardian headline read “Trump’s Syria strategy 

leaves Pentagon perplexed. The article described officials 
as variously claiming that no, the goal of u.s. troops in Syria 
was to deter IS regrouping, that we were only guarding the 
oil from them, not taking it, that “keeping the oil” was sec-
ondary to other military goals, that actually, we are trying to 
keep the oil out of the hands of the Syrian government and 
Russia, that it’s all part of our strategy to contain Iran’s influ-
ence in the region. A leaked cable from the top u.s. diplomat 
in Syria, william roebuck, complained that we did not try to 
deter Turkey’s invasion. Some u.s. officials worried that these 
actions violate the Authorization on the Use of Military Force 
(AUMF) passed after 9/11 in the rush to war in Afghanistan. 
Like they care about the AUMF.

So then trump decided since his military escapades in the 
Middle East were going so well, he would ratchet up conflict 
with Iran. Pentagon leadership presented him with a list of 
options, one of which was to kill Major General Qassim 
Soleimani, the top general of the Quds force. This same list, 
apparently, had been presented to both g.w. bush and Obama, 
and both of them had rejected killing Soleimani as likely to 
be counterproductive. According to the New York Times, “In 
the wars waged since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Pentagon 
officials have often offered improbable options to presidents 
to make other possibilities appear more palatable.” The article 
reports that they were “stunned” when trump decided to go 
for the most extreme option. That does not inspire a lot of 
confidence about those officials’ powers of observation. 

On January 3, Soleimani was killed by u.s. drones on as 
he stood next to an Iraqi military commander – a u.s. ally – 
who was also killed. It seemed like we could be heading for 
all-out war with Iran, which for thirty years we have been 
cautioned would be unwinnable and catastrophic for both 
sides. Genuine fears of a u.s. nuclear attack propelled thou-
sands into the streets both here and around the world in the 
days that followed. The Iranians retaliated by attacking u.s. 
bases, reportedly without killing anyone, and trump appeared 
to be satisfied that that proved his superiority and backed 
down from scary threats to destroy Iranian cultural sites.

The precipitating events for this round of hostilities were 
attacks against u.s. bases in Iraq. For anyone who doesn’t 
remember, Iraq is a majority Shi’a country that for many 
years was ruled by the Sunni-led Ba’ath Party, Originally 
formed in 1951 as a secular nationalist, pan-Arab and so-
cialist party, the Iraqi party had a series of splits and coups 
in 1963 and 1964, during which it violently purged leftists 
and communists. Saddam Hussein took power in 1979, and 
during the 1980s, moved increasingly away from socialism, 
privatizing publicly owned oil and other industries. 

In 1980, Iraq invaded Iran with u.s. support, following 
the Iranian Islamic Revolution and capture of the u.s. embassy 
in Tehran in 1979. Prior to 1980, Iraq had relied heavily on the 
Soviet Union for military and financial support. Since the u.s. 
invasion in 2003, following the bombing campaign in 1990 
and twelve years of devastating sanctions, the Sunni influence 
in Iraq has been curtailed and the Shi’a-led government has 
moved steadily closer to Iran. Iran sent advisers and arms to 
help the Iraqi government fight IS, a Sunni movement, as it 
did in Syria. With IS at least temporarily in retreat, the u.s. 
increasingly fears that Iran has gained a dominant hold on the 
region. israel, which sees Iran as an existential threat (despite 
the fact that Iran has never carried out any significant actions 
against israel, while israel has engaged in cyberwarfare 
against Iran), is eager for a u.s. war with Iran.

All this leads the u.s. government and most media to 
hold Iran directly responsible for anything that happens in 
Iraq. Hence Soleimani, in the aftermath of his killing, was 
described by everyone from journalists Rachel Maddow and 
Bret Stevens to presidential candidates Elizabeth Warren and 
Joe Biden, as having been responsible for killing “hundreds of 
Americans.” When I clicked on the links in any of the articles, 
I found no evidence of that. All the attacks in the litanies were 
either against u.s. forces in Iraq or against israelis. 

What’s an Internationalist to Do?

Some Iranian scholars and activists have rebuked u.s. 
leftists for jumping to embrace Soleimani as an anti-imperi-
alist hero. “When Syrians, Iraqis, Yemenis and other Arabs 
posted celebratory comments on the assassinations of two 
commanders they perceive as war criminals, Iran’s defenders 
immediately criticised these people, resorting to insisting they 
didn’t know anything about their own countries, claiming 
they are pro-imperialism. In so doing, these self-identified 
leftists and ‘anti-war’ activists once again downplayed the 
deaths of hundreds of thousands of people in the region,” 
writes Malak Chaboun in al-Jazeera. Others have pointed 
out that the attack on Soleimani, who was seen as a hero of 
the Iran-Iraq war and credited with driving back IS, and also 
viewed as relatively incorruptible among a cohort of corrupt 
officials, has dampened significant protest movements in 
both Iran and Iraq. 

So which is true? Was Soleimani the murderous architect 
of Iranian imperialism and repression at home? Or was he 
the symbol of resistance to foreign aggression and domestic 
corruption? Or is it possible that both things are true? 

For some u.s. leftists, it’s not important. We don’t need 
to know or care whether protesters in Iran, Iraq and Hong 
Kong are dupes of u.s. imperialism or legitimate critics 
of their governments. We don’t need to care whether Evo 
Morales in Bolivia or Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua are na-
tional saviors or leaders who abused the power they gained 
through social movements. All we need to know is that u.s. 
and israeli imperialism are always and incontrovertibly the 
worst thing there is.

For me, that’s not good enough. Yes, I oppose u.s. inter-
vention. As we used to say during the bombing of Yugoslavia, 
if you’ve got a dictatorship and the u.s. starts bombing, then 
you’ve got two problems. But to say, “We don’t care about 
anything except what our own government is doing,” is kind 
of the flip side of “We only care what’s good for us.” It’s not 
an internationalist position. 

As internationalists, we need to support liberation move-
ments all over the world, because our goal is not to live in a 
pure country but to live in a just world. People who are being 
repressed violently by their own governments need to know 
that they aren’t alone – in Iran just as in Palestine. Situations 
can be complex, as they clearly are in Hong Kong. Move-
ments can have progressive elements and reactionary ones, 
as is clearly true of the Yellow Vests in France. We’re capable 
of understanding complexity, but we have to be willing to 
take the time to learn about them, and to acknowledge that a 
binary position, which says there is u.s. imperialism and then 
there is everything else, was probably never a very useful 
worldview but is definitely not one for this time.

Catalyst Project has created an excellent study guide on 
Iran, with tons of readings on historical and current politi-
cal and cultural context. Check it out at https://tinyurl.com/
iranstudyguide.

Beyond the Binary: An Internationalist Wonders 
About Iran and Syria

Chelsea Manning Still in 
Prison

Chelsea Manning is still incarcerated in Virginia, at the 
direction of a federal judge, for her failure to testify at a sec-
ond grand jury investigating wikileaks and Julian Assange. 

Chelsea, was originally charged in 2010 with various 
military violations for leaking information about the u.s. wars 
on Iraq and Afghanistan. During her initial incarceration at 
Qantico, the harsh and inhumane conditions were so extreme 
that at her ultimate sentencing, the military court reduced 
her 35-year sentence by 112 days. During her incarceration, 
Chelsea fought for her right, and the rights of all incarcerated 
people, to gender appropriate treatment and care. On January 
17, 2017, obama commuted her sentence to an additional 4 
months, and she was released on May 17. 

However, in February 2019, Chelsea was subpoenaed to 
appear before a grand jury investigating wikileaks and As-
sange. She refused to testify, and on International Women’s 
Day, March 8, was held in contempt, and ordered to be in-
carcerated until she complied. She was released on May 9, 
when the grand jury expired. On May 16, she was ordered to 
appear before a new grand jury investigating Assange, and 
she was incarcerated again, this time for 18 months. In addi-
tion, she is being fined $1000/day, so that when released, she 
will owe the government over $400,000. As her twitter feed 
explained on new years eve, she will have been incarcerated 
for over 77% of her life in the past 10 years. 

On December 30, 2019, Nils Melzer, UN special rap-
porteur, released a letter, which accused the u.s. government 
of “an open-ended, progressively severe measure of coercion 
fulfilling all the constitutive elements of torture or other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.” The 
letter called for her release and cancellation or reimburse-
ment of fines. 
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and Goodwin on five counts that have since been dropped-
-though the District Attorney’s office has up to three years 
to pick them back up.

Corporate media has universally praised Manny’s and its 
alleged “social justice” theme. As soon as the protests began, 
the San Francisco Chronicle gave Yekutiel a platform to call 
boycotters the ‘alt-Left.’ (The ‘alt-Left’ is a term made popu-
lar by President Trump and right-wing blogs like Breitbart, 
which tries to paint anti-conservative protesters in the US as 
domestic terrorists.)

Some supporters of Manny’s claim that protesters are 
“anti-Semitic.” But as two Jewish women who live and work 
in the Mission wrote in their response to Yekutiel, 

Zionism is a racist ideology that supported the creation 
and maintenance of a settler-colonial state in Palestine. 
Anti-Zionists, including Jews, oppose the oppression and 
displacement of generations of Palestinian people. Zionism, 
as a racist ideology, has no place in LGBTQ+ and antiracist 
movements whose goal is the liberation of all people.

Manny’s also reflects development plans to replace 
working and poor LGBTQ+ people, brown and black people, 
and other longtime residents of the Mission. Manny’s is yet 
another imposition on a community that is suffering from the 
opportunistic marketing of creative, progressive culture; it 
is the exact opposite of a community-rooted space for civic 
discourse about social justice issues, as Yekutiel claims.

 What role does Manny’s play in mainstreaming gentri-
fication? Yekutiel is attempting to commodify social move-
ments to promote his establishment and his agenda...

 On August 29, Andrews described over the phone what 
moved him to join the Manny’s protests, and what Manny’s 
represents. “The struggle against gentrification can’t just 
be limited to one neighborhood,” whether it’s in San Fran-
cisco, or on a block somewhere in Gaza. “If we don’t work 
in solidarity, then we’re not able to build these movements 
to actively resist these things” in a way that will ever touch 
the world’s most powerful people. Many of these people are 
part of the racist, sexist, and classist tech industry in Silicon 
Valley, who argue that techies constitute a “class” of people 
who should be covered under hate crimes law.

Protesters believe that the arrests at Manny’s are another 
example of how Black people in the US who speak out against 
injustice, whether it’s in the Mission District or in Palestine, 
are usually met with outrage, condescension, and silencing 
by people who control politics, corporate media, academic 
institutions, and businesses.

[Ed Note: Since this article was written, Cristina Gutier-
rez, who identifies herself as the lead organizer of Moms on 
the March and is a leader in Black and Brown Social Club, 
very publicly ended her participation in the boycott. She at-
tended an October 23 event at Manny’s about Israel (with no 
Palestinian or anti-zionist speakers). She has since worked 
with Manny to schedule another program also without Pales-
tinian participation. The boycott of Manny’s is still continu-
ing, and Manny has repeatedly refused to make a statement 
supporting Palestinian human rights and the campaign for 
boycott divestment and sanctions (BDS) of israel.]   

Manny’s
continued from page 5

 by Amanda
What do you get when you have two major disasters 

in an island colony saddled with billions of dollars of debt? 
It’s not pretty.

Over 500 earthquakes have hit Puerto Rico in the last 3 
weeks including 4 powerful quakes ranging from 5.2 to 6.4. 
In 2019 when I visited PR, the day’s seismic activity was 
part of the weather report with several quakes each day I was 
there.  Thousands of people are now living out in the open or 
in shelters, their homes destroyed or unsafe, or they’re too 
fearful to sleep in them with the constant and unpredictable 
quakes. The fear of not knowing when another major quake 
will come is a terrifying and constant stress. Puerto Rico is 
located between 2 tectonic plates both moving toward the 
island from opposite sides, squeezing the island. And, the 
debt is squeezing the lifeblood out of the people.

As happened with Hurricane Maria, it isn’t the natural 
disaster, terrible as that was, that is the worst problem. The 
infrastructure of Puerto Rico was crumbling before Maria 
and the orange man refuses to release the billions of dollars 
allocated after Maria due to the island’s “corruption and 
financial mismanagement”.  There is corruption: 2 high-level 
FEMA administrators have been indicted. Then there was 
the tiny inexperienced Whitefish company, owned by one of 
Trump’s major donors, which got a no-bid contract to restore 
the power grid after Maria. The post-Maria blackout was the 
longest in US history and the second longest in the world. 
Spoiler alert: the power grid has still not been restored. Elec-
tricity is still erratic and black outs continue. Puerto Ricans 
now refuse to donate or funnel supplies through the official 
US and PR government sites. After Maria a FEMA official 

was put in charge of communications to hearing impaired 
people although she had no knowledge of ASL and just made 
up signs. Disabled activists called her out. And on and on. 

   So, yes, there is corruption. And the emergency funds 
to rebuild after Maria are still desperately needed to repair 
homes and infrastructure, schools, and hospitals. Instead, 
the PROMESA fiscal board overseeing the debt promotes 
austerity and wants to close schools and hospitals, ignore the 
crumbling infrastructure while cutting health care, schools, 
pensions, and salaries. Schools crumbled in the quake, never 
having a seismic engineer inspect them after Maria. Students 
couldn’t go to school after the quakes because they were 
waiting to have their schools inspected. Schools also serve 
a dual purpose as emergency shelters. 

There has been a mass exodus of young and skilled 
workers after Maria since supporting a family is almost 
impossible. Many areas are depopulated especially of young 
people. Doctors and mental health professionals have left. 
Instead of the needed massive recovery to rebuild renewable 
energy and help people survive, only 10% of Maria recovery 
contracts have gone to local Puerto Ricans. Workers from 
the US are brought in, paid a far higher wage plus travel and 
living expenses to stay in hotels. Despite a law passed in PR 
requiring 12% renewable energy by 2018 and 40% renew-
able by 2025, only 2.3% of energy is currently renewable.  
The electrical company is in the process of being privatized 
and the US controlled PROMESA board, “the junta”, calls 
the shots. The petroleum industry, who care nothing for the 
survival of any being on the planet, continue to develop and 
export oil, coal, and LNG and are so happy to have a colony 
to play with.  

   Almost everyone on the island lost power after the 
January 7, 2020 earthquake. It took days to restore power and, 
even restored, the electricity remains unreliable. Hundreds of 
thousands were without water, which is often not accessible 
when there is no electricity. Even in San Juan, blackouts of 
hours to a day or more have occurred frequently over the 
last years. Elsewhere on the island it is worse. Everyone on 
the island has lanterns and solar lights, generators, propane 
refrigerators, water filters or as many emergency supplies as 
they can afford. Donations are constantly needed.

   After Maria, instead of replacing the damaged and ag-
ing oil and coal fired power plants with solar and wind, the 
power plants were falsely claimed operational. As it became 
impossible to deny how dysfunctional they were, the decision 
was made to move to more liquefied gas plants and allow the 
9 (out of 22) oil-fired plants that are still somewhat functional 
to increase their output and up their pollution limits. This 
will result in more health problems, carbon emissions, and 
fossil fuel dependency. There are large petroleum and LNG 
(liquefied natural gas reserves) offshore, which Boricua have 
fought not to explore and develop for 50 years. Can you 
imagine (more) fracking in the south of PR, the site of all the 
earthquakes? In Oklahoma fracking has brought hundreds of 
earthquakes to an area that hadn’t even had them previously.  

Many of the most remote areas of Puerto Rico waited 

nearly a year for power to be restored after Maria. The cost 
of providing solar panels, that could be taken down for a 
hurricane, to all these vulnerable families would be less than 
building a new LNG plant. But, the goal is for Puerto Rico to 
be the LNG hub of the Caribbean with LNG plants ringing the 
island and a proposal for 3 gas import terminals. Meanwhile, 
grassroots activists are showing the way by installing solar 
across the island in health clinics, community centers, and 
homes in vulnerable areas. 

  A difference between Maria and the current earthquake 
disaster is that the damage is much more localized to the south 
and west of the island. Puerto Ricans from the north have 
collected food, water, and emergency supplies and driven 
south to deliver the aid and help with building temporary 
kitchens and shelters and other disaster help. Since everyone 
knows that supplies post-Maria sat on tarmacs and were never 
delivered there is no trust of government or FEMA aid. A 
government warehouse full of never-distributed emergency 
supplies from 2017 was just discovered in Ponce. Water, food, 
baby formula, and tarps had been sitting until an inspector 
found them after the earthquakes. Thousands of people died 
after Maria and those supplies were, and still are, desperately 
needed. I heard a story of one man still waiting for promised 
funds to rebuild his house from hurricane George in 1998. 
There are many blue tarps and thousands of destroyed homes 
waiting to be rebuilt from Maria in 2017. 

 We must call for a release of the aid already promised 
to Puerto Rico for the damage of hurricane Maria. The US 
states have received and spent their Maria money.  There 
also needs to be more money allocated for the damage of this 
new major disaster. And, of course, the debt must be dropped 
or renegotiated. As graffiti across PR says, “The debt is not 
ours.” The banks and the politicians created the debt; the 
people should not be made to pay for the colonizer’s debts. 

  I want to salute all the amazing grassroots activists in 
Puerto Rico who are feeding people, rebuilding agriculture, 
fighting for the education system, providing acupuncture, 
health care, mental health services, marching in the streets to 
demand people’s needs and priorities, kicking out the corrupt 
governor,  and so much more. The beautiful spirit of Puerto 
Rican people in the face of all this adversity refuses to be 
crushed. La luta continua. 
BRIGADA SOLIDARIA DEL OESTE is one of the grass-
roots groups doing great work since Hurricane Maria. Do-
nate through Pay Pal brigadasolidariadeloeste@gmail.com 
Donate through a check to Eury Orsini, Calle Mariano 
Abril, 101A, Bo. Buena Vista, Mayaguez, PR 00680

Disaster Capitalism is Shaking it Up in Puerto Rico

No Help
I am a trans inmate in Florida and feel I am being 

belittled and discriminated against.  How can I get better 
knowledge of my rights as a trans inmate and how can I 
use them.  I simply want to be free of  the ongoing abuse 
and harassment I have faced since my incarceration began 
and I want all the available treatments that my state offers 
to trans inmates.  

I have spent the past year attempting to get into a treat-
ment program for transgender but have been continuously 
blown off.  They have simply kept telling me I will be inter-
viewed to see if I am eligible for treatments but have never 
actually talked to me.  Also I am now in a mental health unit 
for PTSD and depression that has come from sexual abuse I 
have faced while in prison; the depression also comes from 
having to pretend I am someone I am not.  This has led me 
to hate myself and destroyed my confidence.  I simply want 
to be able to present myself in a way I am comfortable with 
and express myself for the person I really am.  Anyways, 
any advice or information is highly appreciated. Mark Lash-
horn #I16295, Dade C.C. 19000 SW 377th St. Florida City 
FL 33034


