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One score and five years ago, a fierce collective set forth on these shores a great tabloid, 
conceived in radical humor and dedicated to the proposition that 29 cents was less than 40. 
The inaugural edition of UltraViolet, in September 1994, explained that LAGAI was aban-
doning its beloved legal-sized xeroxed newsletter, heretofore known as “Out!” because the 
post office changed its rules and we could no longer mail the aforesaid four-sheet, eight-page 
newsletter for a single stamp. Or, as the lead article in that issue acknowledged, “we caved 
into pressure from the u.s. government.”

With this change was also born another tradition: the satirical lead story. (We know 
none of our beloved readers are shocked to learn that our lead stories are satirical, but no 

doubt some prison censors are.) 
In the spirit of the recent spate of anniversary commemorations – 1968, Summer 

of Love, Jonestown Massacre, Golden Gate Bridge Blockade, Loma Prieta Earthquake, 
October 6 Police Sweep in the Castro – LAGAI presents this reprise of our September 
1994 headline.

In 1994, there were 50 prisoners among our roughly 500 subscribers. As of this issue, 
we are mailing UltraViolet to over 3200 people, of whom around 2600 are in prisons or 
jails around the country. We love corresponding with you all and hope that by our 50th 
anniversary edition, no one will be in prison. 

Special! 25th Anniversary 
 Collectible Commemorative Edition!

Save the date:
Transgender Day of Remembrance

November 20, 2019

The first Transgender Day of Remembrance was 
organized by Gwendolyn Ann Smith in 1999, to honor 
Rita Hester, a transwoman, who was killed in 1998. 
Now demonstrations, vigils, marches and events are 
held all over the world to bring attention to violence 
against transgender people. Bay area planning is still 
coming together, so check the website tdorsf.org for 
information. There will also be a commemoration at 
San Quentin.

Five years ago, Palestine solidarity activists and longshore 
workers prevented the Israeli shipping line, Zim, from 
unloading at the Port of Oakland for five days. As a result 
the line decided to leave the Port forever!

Tell Greyhound:
ICE Off Our Buses! 

Buses are for transportation 
not deportation!

Friday, October 25, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Greyhound Bus Terminal

2103 San Pablo Avenue, Oakland
National day of protest organized by 

FIRE (Fight for Immigrants and  
Refugees Everywhere)

For more information call (510) 813-4687
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As Ultra Violet goes to print we were saddened to learn 
of the sudden death of Sue Bergman, a superb and dedicated 
activist for single payer health care. Many of us had worked 
with her over the years, demanding true comprehensive health 
care coverage for all people. Sue was the co-founder of Health 
Care for All -- California.  As part of that organization she 
fought to for real grassroots participation in the struggle.  Sue 
was instrumental in developing successive campaigns and 
legislative attempts to win universal health coverage; health 
care not bent on making vast profits off of misery and illness 
and the people’s medical needs. 

Sue and I met in the 1990s when we both worked at 
The Alameda County Medical Center (ACMC) the county 
hospital in Oakland, she as a health educator and I a nurse.  
We were union activists in Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU) and active members of an Oakland based group 
called Vote Health.  Vote Health had two missions; to gain 
single payer health care and to keep ACMC a full service 
functioning public hospital serving the Oakland community.  
Vote Health fought many battles over the years as attempts 
were made to scale back or privatize the county hospital.  
Sue worked at Eastmont Wellness Clinic, part of ACMC, 
and was part of a struggle there to prevent downsizing that 
key Oakland community clinic.

Kate and other members of LAGAI worked with Sue in 
Direct Action for Single Payer, participating in a spectacular 
national day of direct actions for single payer health care in 
2009.  Two hundred people rallied outside the san francisco 
blue shield office demanding the end of profit driven health 

Sue Bergman

Zionists Attack Ethnic 
Studies in California

This summer, the California Department of Education 
(CDE) posted for public comment a draft model curriculum 
on ethnic studies. Within weeks, it was attacked by the Wall 
StreA memorial for Bay Area OLOC founder, Marge Nel-
son, will be held on Friday, November 1st 2:00 – 4:00 pm at 
Coleridge Senior Housing, 190 Coleridge St, San Francisco.  
There will be a finger food and beverage potluck (no alcohol 
please), stories, singing, and friends.  Items reminding us of 
Marge welcome for a Día de los Muertos altar.  Marge died 
on September 11, 2018 at 89.  RSVP to sally@sallygoldin.
comet Journal for being anti-capitalist and was attacked by 
some Jewish organizations as antisemitic. 

Bay area groups including Stand with Us, the Jewish 
Community Relations Council, the Anti-Defamation League, 
and the Jewish Community Federation, attacked the cur-
riculum. All of these groups have a long history of using 
the charge of antisemitism to promote Zionism and attack 
Palestinian and progressive activists. The state legislature’s 
Jewish caucus, of which scott weiner is a member, demanded 
the curriculum be changed, and was supported by the legisla-
tive LGBT caucus, also including weiner. 

Before the public comment period closed on August 
15, the president and vice president of the state board of 
education had said they would revise it. Tony Thurmond, 
state superintendent of schools, urged that it be pulled back 
and redone.   

The public comment process was all on-line. After public 
comments were summarized, with over 18,000 comments 
that echoed the zionist talking points, an app, Act.IL, which 
according to Electronic Intifada is funded by the Israeli 
government, took credit for generating those comments and 
forcing withdrawal of the curriculum. The CDE did nothing 
to verify whether the comments it received and counted came 
from people in California, or even from an actual person. 

A law passed in 2016 (AB 2016) required the CDE to 
develop a model curriculum which could be used by school 
districts to develop their own programs. An advisory com-
mittee, consisting of educators with experience in ethnic 
studies, met and reviewed the proposed draft curriculum 
before passing it to the Instructional Quality Commission 
(IQC) to be posted for comment. 

The published draft was more than 300 pages, and 
included model classes and information on general themes 
and specific ethnic groups. It is centered around communi-
ties of color, specifically “Black/African American Studies, 
Chicano/a Studies, Native American Studies, and Asian 
American Studies.” It explains why these larger core groups 
should be more specifically identified and addressed, and in 
the context of Asian American studies, it provides a model 
curriculum on Arab Americans. Within that module, the call 
for boycott, divestment and sanctions on Israel is mentioned 
as a possible topic for discussion.  

Consistent with how the term “ethnic studies” has 
been used in California for 50 years, the curriculum does 
not specifically address white ethnic groups such as Irish, 
Italian, or European or Eastern European Jews. The Jewish 
organizations that opposed the curriculum complained this 
was an exclusion of Jews, and that the mention of BDS was 
antisemitic for targeting Israel. The Education Code currently 
requires curriculum for grades 7-12 to include discussion of 
the Nazi Holocaust, slavery, and the Armenian genocide.  

The IQC is establishing a process for revising the model 
curriculum. In the meantime, a bill in the California legisla-
ture that would have mandated ethnic studies has been put on 
hold. Coalitions to support a strong ethnic studies curriculum 
have been formed in northern and southern California. 

Rabab Abdulhadi, a Palestinian ethnic studies profes-
sor at SF State, and the only full-time professor in Arab and 
Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas (AMED) Studies, who 
herself has been under constant fire by Zionists, is support-
ing the fight for the model curriculum. Unfortunately, the SF 
State Ethnic Studies Department has declined to join with 
22 other CSU ethnic studies departments in a petition sup-
porting the curriculum. 

Marge Nelson Memorial
A memorial for Bay Area OLOC founder, Marge Nel-
son, will be held on Friday, November 1st 2:00 – 4:00 
pm at Coleridge Senior Housing, 190 Coleridge St, San 
Francisco.  There will be a finger food and beverage 
potluck (no alcohol please), stories, singing, and friends.  
Items reminding us of Marge welcome for a Día de los 
Muertos altar.  Marge died on September 11, 2018 at 
89.  RSVP to sally@sallygoldin.com

Joan Ansfire remembers her first long-term partner
Joyce Schon (1952-2016)I seem to be standing at a 

crossroads where past, present and future intersect. Being on 
the receiving end of a nasty ending of a twenty year relation-
ship has left me feeling sad and nostalgic so I looked up an 
old ex partner online. Our relationship was one that lasted 
fifteen years from 1980 to 1995. I’d heard more recently she’d 
moved to her home city, Detroit and became a civil rights and 
immigration attorney. Last I heard she was still a member of 
Revolutionary Workers League, the Marxist-Leninist group 
to which she had always belonged.

I was dismayed to discover that Joyce Schon died of 
metastatic breast cancer in 2016 at 64 years of age. We had 
totally lost touch by that time, but I did wonder why she 
changed her email suddenly and was no longer active. She 
was still a Facebook friend so I knew I could message her 
there. We are all immortal online. I located only a perfunc-
tory obituary that was geared toward straight, conventional 
family only. 

The fact she was a lesbian was missing from the obit. All 
her years of union activism and leftist organizing had been 
erased. It was appalling to see Joyce reduced to a traditional 
woman without spouses, children or interests.

What can I say about our time together? I remember 
the early days when I was 29 and she was 28. It was a wild, 
passionate time. We went to political meetings constantly. 
We also had sex everywhere. In parks, on beaches in every 
room of our apartments. She lived in Berkeley and I in San 
Francisco and we were each too poor to own cars but fortu-
nately, there was BART.

Politically we were quite different. Joyce was a member 
of RWL, a group I referred to as Really Weird Leftists. They 
were a vanguard Trotskyist party whose slogan was “Rebuild 
the Fourth International.” I, on the other hand, was involved 
in groups like Lesbians Against Police Violence and Revolt-
ing Lesbians. That made us a mixed marriage of sorts.

Joyce worked as a Ward Clerk at SF General in those 
days and was one of the first to work on the newly created 
Aids Ward. She was also a shop steward and union activist 

care. Several dozen people including Sue Bergman, Kate and 
Deeg blocked the blue shield office entrance.

Sue was funny smart and particularly tenacious about 
working for single payer.   Fighting for health care was a 
life long evolutionary struggle for her. Her commitment was 
absolutely inspirational.  She never stopped! -- Tory

HEALTH CARE IS A HUMAN RIGHT

Joyce Schon
extraordinaire. Thirty for forty was her slogan for workers 
there: thirty hours of work a week for forty hours pay. She 
spoke Spanish with such an authentic accent that whenever 
she used it her conversation partner would deluge her in the 
language so rapidly that she couldn’t understand a word. 

She was committed to getting the message of socialism 
out into the world. I remember when the SF Chronicle was on 
strike. At the time, I was a research librarian there, a member 
of the Newspaper Guild. Joyce spoke at a strikers meeting in 
the Warehouse district of San Francisco. There were about 
7,000 people in attendance, members of the Newspaper 
Guild, the Printers Union and the Teamsters. She addressed 

the huge crowd without wavering. She spoke with 
passion and determination. 

Joyce had a beautiful voice and played guitar. 
She sang both union songs and “women’s music.” 
“The Woman in Your Life,” was a particular favorite 
of mine.

In 1991 when I was diagnosed with melanoma 
and scheduled to have an intensive skin graft on 
my leg, she took my tumor, floating in its vial, to 
the head of the melanoma clinic at Mt. Zion for a 
second opinion. That experienced doctor said that 
the major disfiguring surgery I was scheduled for in 
two days, was unnecessary for a forty-year old. He 
recommended a much less destructive re-excision 
procedure instead. I have the full use of my leg now 
because of that decision.

Joyce always wanted to return to her home city of 
Detroit. In 1995, by mutual decision, we broke off our 

relationship. Our paths had diverged. My cancer experience 
had changed me. I became a Buddhist and a more spiritual 
person. She was still devoutly political and wanted more 
freedom. We parted ways like two adults who cared for each 
other. It was an ethical, mutually agreed upon decision that 
didn’t involve one party sleeping with someone else. Joyce 
was always an ethical person with a high degree of integrity. 
I look back on that breakup fondly now, aware of how bitter 
and ugly things can get.  

After we split I’d given her a check for a thousand dollars 
as a promise to make good on buying out her share of our 
home. A couple weeks later, without speaking to me first, she 
went to the title company and legally took her name off the 
title, literally giving me the house. She did this because of 
her Marxist convictions. She knew that my family members 
were all dead or remarried and that I would probably never 
be able to buy a house again. She, on the other hand, was 
from an upper middle class family and her parents were still 
alive. The magnitude of this gift still makes me cry. Because 
of Joyce I believe in genuine kindness and compassion that 
transcends romantic love. 

I am old enough to feel death gaining ground. My life 
is beginning its final chapter. I must seek out the person I 
used to be. She is still alive inside me and has grown older, 
wiser, stronger, less afraid. I speak through her voice now. 
When I open my mouth the only words I’m able to utter are 
the unadulterated, unmitigated, unapologetic truth. Joyce 
Schon you taught me well. I miss you.
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by Blue
October was a busy month for the governor of California 

and we did see some victories. Thanks to the work of many 
individuals and immigrant rights organizations. Newsom 
signed AB 32 and fulfilled his campaign promise to close 
private prisons in the state.  AB 32 will once and for all end 
business associations with private for-profit prisons includ-
ing CoreCivic and GEO Group. No new contracts will be 
signed and all contracts with these deplorable businesses will 
be completely phased out by 2028. Prisons in Kern and San 
Bernardino Counties that house 2400 detainees will close by 
2023. Private run prisons and immigrant detention centers in 
Adelanto, Mesa Verde, Otay Mesa, and Calexico that have a 
total population of 4000 will close. This will greatly hamper 
ICE’s ability to carry out injustices against the immigrant 
community because ICE alone does not have the capacity 
or the resources to arrest and imprison thousands of people.

Unfortunately, in a major back step and bowing to 
pressure from private security firm G4S Global Solutions, 
Newsom vetoed AB 1282 which would have prohibited the 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(CDCR), the state prison system, from facilitating or allowing 
private security corporations contracted to ICE to conduct un-
lawful immigration arrests of individuals in CDCR custody.

G4S Global Solutions is a worldwide corporation based 
in the UK/Denmark that is the largest private security corpo-
ration on the planet. G4S is involved in managing prison and 
detention facilities around the world, transporting immigrants 
for Immigrant Customs Enforcement (ICE), and electronic 
tagging and monitoring. They also run the Israeli National 
Police Academy. Annual revenue is around $10 billion. The 
corporation’s website says they pay employees $11/hour. 
G4S guards have been accused of physical abuse, excessive 
force, and sexual abuse against immigrants, youth and other 
people in detention. G4S employees go into prisons posing as 
ICE officials and arrest immigrants without legal authority or 
judicial warrants. This is in violation of the Federal Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act. AB 1282 would have prevented this 
collaboration with private contractors to arrest community 
members in CDCR custody for deportation purposes. This 
alone should have been enough for Newsom to sign AB 1282, 
not to mention that the bill passed both the assembly and the 
senate by large margins and had huge grass roots support. 
But he chose to veto the bill.

Why? Follow the money. G4S Global Solutions, Co-
reCivic, and GEO Group among others contribute millions 
of dollars to political campaigns and lobby actively against 
prison reform laws. Even AB 32 did not totally escape the cor-
porate pressure. CoreCivic and GEO Group spent $160,000 
lobbying against AB 32. Through an amendment to AB 32 
the state prison system will be allowed to contract with pri-
vate companies if court-ordered population maximums are 
breeched. There is no need for this amendment because the 
state is already more than 2000 people under the cap due to 
other reforms that released people from prison and efforts 
led by criminal justice advocates.  Also CDCR’s reports 
show that the prison population is continuing to decrease. 
The governor signed SB 136 in September which further 
ensures reduction of prison time served by ending the man-
datory increase of 1 year to prison sentences when there are 
prior felony convictions. SB 136 will allow for the release 
of 10,000 prisoners.

“The unprecedented rate of detention that immigrant 

communities are suffering is inextricably tied to the immoral, 
for-profit motive of large corporations. The fact is that there 
are only 5 ICE-operated facilities nationwide. ICE does not 
appear to have the capacity to run by itself the same number 
of facilities that are contracted with corporations. Over 60% 
of immigrants nationwide are detained in privately run facili-
ties. While ending the for-profit element of detention is only 
one step toward ending mass incarceration, with respect to 
immigration it dramatically hampers ICE’s ability to need-
lessly detain record numbers of individuals and rip families 
apart.” –Jackie Gonzalez, California Collaborative for Im-

California Dumps Private Prisons

San Mateo: Stop Cooperating with ICE

by Ralowe
it was amazing
from #blacklivesmatter to black liberation is keeanga-

yamahtta taylor’s impressive tour de force re: how race and 
class thought together adds up to a massive threat to the 
established order: got x and king killed. but no, it’s a lot 
more scandalous and exciting than that! grounded solidly 
in nothing less than the tea of history, from lee atwater and 
the southern strategy implemented into nixon’s ostensibly 
colorblind neoliberal cuts on the social infrastructure blacks 
desperately need (serving as a blueprint for ford, reagan, 
carter, ad nauseum…) on up to al sharpton’s middle class 
respectability manifesting as constant condemnatory attacks 
on ferguson street resistance characterized as “thugs”, taylor 
shows and proves how essential the analytical force where 
race and class intersects is to any true advance. also, i be-
lieve this book should be read alongside saidiya hartman’s 
scenes of subjection due to both holding such precise and 
provocative articulations of the harrowing plight of black 
folks trapped in america. the indisputable fact that the whole 
system gotta burn is given quite compellingly in accounts of 
black elected official’s vocal anti-black contempt baked into 
the job description, in stoplights rigged so cops can write 
traffic tickets on black motorists, in criminalizing truancy 
so black minors get funneled into special legal proceedings 
without defense counsel. elephant in the room: aside from a 

harmless sentence on page 30 from hal draper there is nothing 
related to the international socialist organization in taylor’s 
book, published 2016. the iso officially dissolved early this 
year, taylor was a member. reading this was like our initial 
black queer moonlight screening, waiting for something bad 
to inevitably happen. if i was being proselytized to i didn’t 
know it. haven’t read any iso materials to compare. unlike 
other texts orbiting BLM organizing there was no project 
managerial tone; one better, taylor holds the feet of the 
professionalization of activism to the fire. i did wonder if 
taylor’s critique of nonprofits was a retention of the tactics 
the iso would use to draw the unsuspecting into their cult. 
whatever the cause, this book is a perfect storm of radical 
anti-establishment history propelling black mobilization. 
in another stunning moment, when considering demands 
as ways to hold police accountable, taylor dodges the con-
ventional strategies: the whole book has been a critique of 
assimilation, of co-optation, of top-down. for taylor, demands 
“to rein in the police state” (page 181) provide an intersec-
tional structure towards coalescing street rebellion, rather 
than a supplication for institutional outcome. taylor shows 
it works. inspiring, BLM’s apparent anti-institutional move-
ment. a driving concern is whether black political life in the 
wake of BLM can maintain this mobilized understanding of 
race and class as expansive reciprocating analytical entities 
to further a better world. this, in the tradition of assata shakur 
and angela davis, is what taylor brilliantly writes here.

Book Review: Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor’s
From #BlackLivesMatter To Black Liberation

In 2018, the San Mateo County Sheriff’s office (SO) 
transferred 51 people directly to ICE when they were due 
to be released from jail, instead of letting them go home to 
their families and communities. In contrast, in neighboring 
Santa Clara and San Francisco counties, zero people were 
turned over to ICE.  Zero! San Mateo County ranks #9 for 
highest number of transfers to ICE out of the 58 counties in 
California. With relentless attacks on immigrant communi-
ties coming from Washington, it is even more important than 
ever to protest against the continued collaboration between 
local law enforcement and ICE here in San Mateo County 
and everywhere.

The Truth Act (The Transparent Review of Unjust Trans-
fers and Holds Act) was approved by the governor in 2016. 
The law places a number of steps that have to be followed 
when an ICE agent requests an interview with a person in 
custody. It also makes records related to ICE accessible to 
the public under the California Public Records Act (CPRA).

In 2017, SB 54, the Sanctuary State Law, repealed laws 
that involved local law enforcement agencies notifying 
ICE about a potential undocumented immigrant for specific 
crimes. It also prevents agencies from using their resources 
to investigate, interrogate, detain, detect, or arrest people 
for immigration enforcement purposes. The law is said to be 
based on establishing trust between immigrant communities 
and local law enforcement for effective policing and public 
safety. It does permit local law enforcement to transfer people 
to ICE who have previously been convicted, or in some cases 
indicted, for certain crimes. 

The TRUTH act also required, starting in 2018, local 
governments that provided ICE access to at least one indi-

vidual during the year to hold at least one public community 
forum and provide information about ICE’s access to indi-
viduals. Most counties and some cities in CA therefore have 
to hold Truth Act Forums. In early October, in Contra Costa 
County, protesters pleaded with the Board of Supervisors 
and the sheriff to stop notifying ICE when undocumented 
immigrants are released from jail. They also wanted the 
supervisors to impose some form of community oversight 
of the Sheriff’s Office (SO). Dozens of people spoke but 
the sheriff (David Livingston) insisted that he intends to 
continue cooperating with ICE agents and the supervisors 
took no action.

The 2019 Truth Act Forum for San Mateo County will be 
held on October 23rd. At that Forum, the sheriff will present 
the SO’s latest policies concerning immigrants, there will be 
a statement on behalf of immigrant rights advocates about 
the data, and then community members will speak. 

The SO has recently issued a new policy, which it claims 
conforms to SB 54. Some of the highlights of the new policy 
are: the SO will cooperate with ICE only if an inmate has 
been convicted of a serious or violent felony in an adult 
court. However, the policy goes on to say that the SO will 
provide information to ICE if the person has been acquitted 
or is granted bond or is out on time served.  Does that make 
sense?  No it does not. In addition, if people who are charged 
with a felony take a plea deal down to a misdemeanor on 
the same offense (called a “wobbler”), they could still be 
turned over to ICE when released because the crime could 
be charged as a felony, even though the person was convicted 
of a misdemeanor. The SO, in fact, has loosened the rules on 
cooperating with ICE since last year’s Forum. 

migrant Justice & Diversity Center
So congratulations to all who 

worked to pass these bills. AB 32 
and SB 136 are progressive steps 
to end mass incarceration and 
bring about racial and economic 
justice that is so badly needed.  
However, prisons and border 
patrols, private or public, do not 
make a safer world. Stop racist at-
tacks. Abolish ICE.  Abolish pris-
ons. Build communities and jobs.

For more information:
• California Immigration Youth 
Justice Alliance, 634 S. Spring St, 
Los Angeles, CA, 90014
• Freedom for Immigrants, 1322 

Webster St, Suite 300, Oakland, CA, 94612
• Asian Americans Advancing Justice, 55 Columbus Ave, 

San Francisco, CA, 94111
• California Collaborative for Immigrant Justice-Rapid 

Response, contact Hamid Yazdan Panah email: 
hpanah@sfbar.org or go to https://ccij.sfbar.org/
california-rapid-response-networks/ for a massive list 
of California Rapid Response hotlines.

ICE protest photos courtesy Peg Hunter

Protest in Solidarity with the People of 
Northeast Syria 

Saturday, November 2, 2:00 pm 
Oscar Grant Plaza (12th St. BART), Oakland
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LGBTQ Groups at San 
Quentin Prison

San Quentin prison, for the first time in the history of the 
prison, has a transgender support group that began May 1st 
2019 and the first ever gay, bisexual, gender non-conforming 
group.

The transgender group meets on Wednesdays with the 
help of 2 mental health clinicians and myself as an advisor 
to the group. No subject is off limits to be discussed and if 
any transgenders wants to share her story about her transition 
then she has a safe space to do so. The first rule of the group 
is everyone has opinions and the right to their opinion. The 
group’s goal is to give all of the transgenders a safe place 
to be who they are, support each other and a place for any 
transgender to feel they are accepted for who they are.

While the gay, bisexual, gender non-conforming group 
has the same concept and principles, it serves a larger com-
munity of incarcerated people.  

So far, the transgender group has had clinicians from 
the prison sit in on the group as well as administration and 
scheduled guests from outside. Including from the C.D.C.R. 
headquarters. All in all it’s about time for the LGBTQ popu-
lation to have groups that they can say are for them and give 
them the sense that they are all worthy of such groups for 
now and for the future of the San Quentin prison. Lisa Strawn 
#D01271, S.Q.S.P. NB 3-18, San Quentin CA 94974

[ed. note. Lisa also sent an article from the San Quentin 
News about a pilot prison program started 4 years ago, a pilot 
program that hopefully will go to other prisons in CA, but 
hasn’t yet as far as we know. It’s called Acting with Compas-
sion and Truth (ACT) and it “explores how cultural differ-
ences affect the way people with diverse sexual orientations 
are treated. The group consists of LGBTQ people as well as 
heterosexual/cisgender people.”]

Well, first off I had to look up insurrection. And so far I 
am with it. I am a lesbian living in a very conservative state 
(Virginia). I have done a total of 14 years of my 38 incarcer-
ated and I have had to withstand a great deal of profiling, 
prejudice and bullying.  I would be stoked to get the Ultra-
Viole newsletter. SN Virginia Beach VA

I am a 41 year old gay man. I just came out of the closet 
after years of lying to myself, my friends and worst of all my 
family. Unfortunately I am in jail up in Humboldt County for 
about 10 more months. Since I have come out of the closet 
though 3 people in my dorm came out right after me! It was 
so amazing! Now I am in talks with the jail to let me do a 
gay awareness and sensitivity class. JB Eureka CA

May this short letter find you all in good health and good 
spirits. Unfortunately I have been getting moved around quite 
a bit lately. I was here then I went there. Then I was there and 
now I am back here. Such is the case. Anyway keep me on 
the mailing list. I love the “UltraViolet”! JB Deer Lodge, MT

Dear Sirs and/or Ladies. We are a group of prisoners 
who have formed an all-inclusive group for those of us on 
the fringes of society. Our mission is to help each other come 
to terms with who we are as well as educate our society as to 
who we are and are not. We are a newly formed group and 
are looking for any outside support. We are also open to any 
suggestions about how we can best assist our community as 
a whole. We are interested in giving back, not just taking. 
Goose Creek LGBTQS Group, Goose Creek Correctional 
Center, 22301 W Alsop Rd. Wasilla AK 99623

Hello my name is Dylicia. I am a Transgender prisoner 
serving life without parole in Florida. [UV] helped me deal 
with the courage of coming out. I am right now on 24 hour 
solitary confinement and I will be this way for the next year. 
I have been having the hardest time trying to get these All 
Male Prisons to honor my rights as a Transgender. I have 
no family because I grew up in foster care and I’ve never 

been stable or situated when I was free so I never gained 
any Resources or freeworld friends to help me. Hopefully 
someone will be able to contact me with help of Advice. 
Maybe even some words of encouragement. Dillon J 
Gresham #U39504, Santa Rosa C.I. 5850 E Milton Rd. 
Milton FL 32583

The first Transgender Day of Remembrance is hap-
pening on November 20th [at San Quentin Prison]. There 
will be music, speakers, poetry and a lot of outside guests 
that day. We have outside media and inside media to cover 
the day. But I would love for you at UltraViolet to be here. 
P.S. you can listen to a podcast that I did for Orange is the 
New Black; podcastsapple.com From Where She Stands, 
episode 3. P.S.S. I will always be a part of your lives. For 
it is all of you who gave me a space in your paper almost 
6 years ago to share my thoughts with everyone. I cannot 
and will not be able to thank you enough. You are all my 
family. Lisa Strawn San Quentin Prison, San Quentin CA

As a gay man, thank you for UltraViolet. I am looking 
for any/all prisoner snail mail resources to contact. I am 
especially interested in Lifers, end LWOP, end slavery/
servitude/work in prisons. Colorado abolished slavery/
servitude but the DOC still forces work and punishes for 
failure/refusal to work. Any help appreciated. I can receive 
prisoner mail. Charles A Garrison #108271, 12750 Hwy 
96@Ln 13, Ordway CO 81034

Many years ago when I came to prison, you all were the 
only people who sent me a newsletter. I wrote several of the 
‘free’ places on all of the papers that I could find around the 
compound  but UV was the only newsletter I ever received. 
Thank you for that. My time will be up in December and I 
will be able to be free after 8 years! Being a Trans guy in 
here [Virginia C.C. for Women] has been hard. I’m ready 
to start my life all over again as Steve … no longer Stepha-
nie. I wish you all the best of luck and keep doing what all 
you do for people incarcerated. With love, Steve. [ed. note: 
congratulations Steve, we wish you all the best in your new 
life. Keep in touch] 

I wanted to make a recommendation that might make 
some of you to smile and others to cry.  It’s a song by the 
beautiful transgender artist King Princess, called “Talia”. 
Check it out. Oh I wanted to apologize to Robert Holmes for 
not writing him back. I would have if I could have! Love to 
my friends Leaf and Si’moan. Blessed be. Rayne, FL

It was heartening to read about the continued grassroots 
efforts to get law enforcement out of Pride activities. I also 
read with interest the article about opposing Zionist suppres-
sion of the Palestinian professor. The Zionist Apartheid of 
Israel is often reported too little. Finally it was also good to 
read about an effort to curb killings by police in California. 
Perhaps it is time to push for an effort to disarm the police, 
save for special units? Gender and sexuality are complicated. 
Keep up the good work. CF Torrington WY

I thank you for publishing the last article I wrote. Now 
I’m sending the new memo we just got about the tobacco 
issue. I have a feeling that sometime in July for a few days 
we will be on lockdown to try to find all our tobacco by 
searching all the units of the campus at SCI Muncy. This is 

horrible. I feel bad for the lifers here that have been smoking 
for 20 years or more and now, they and all of us other inmates 
have to stop by force not by choice. The prison doesn’t even 
supply nicotine patches for all the inmates who need it to help 
with their nicotine cravings. Inmates are already trying to 
be sneaky, hiding lighters and tobacco under the grounds all 
around the compound and staff is finding it with their metal 
detectors as the staff randomly searches the campus. Any-
way, I love your newspaper, in a way you are our supporter 
of freedom of the press. Your friend always, AA Muncy PA

I am a 33 year old lesbian stud. Here at Chillicothe C.C. 
we have no support groups for my fellow family LGBTQ. It 
saddens my heart because we really need support and need 
to stick together. If anyone has any info on how I could go 
about starting a support group, please write me. I just want 
to tell all my LGBTQ family to keep their heads up and I 
have mad love for you all and remember the rain won’t last 
forever, the sun will come out. I know it can be lonely in 
prison. Vanessa Tawwater#1286656, C.C.C. 1L-140, 3151 
Litton Rd. Chillicothe MO 64601

Know that I really appreciate your newspaper. It helps 
me to network with other prisoners around the country and 
to learn what is going on in other prisons as well as on the 
streets. Keep up the fabulous struggle, knowing that we are 
doing the same in here. JN Jackson MI

I got your news paper and I was blown away! See, as 
a Two-Spirit Native American seeking True Culture,, I saw 
where another inmate put “Lavender 2-Spirit Foundation” 
in there [the UV] and it completed me. I’ve written a lot of 
places and no-one has ever answered. I only wish to take part 
in my Native Culture: I’m not asking for too much. So thank 
you UltraViolet for your hard work in uniting people together. 
We got a GSA type of thing here called “The Equals”: we 
strive to accomplish “Stop Hate in Kentucky” but right now 
I’m in the hole because of Prison bullies so maybe I’ve lost 
or maybe I’ll make a comeback. Who knows but I hope my/
our Creator answers my prayers. There is this Native saying, 
“Your breath is your spirit of life. It carries your words which 
are the secrets of your spirit. You must speak straight. What 
you say comes from inside you. What you have inside you is 
who you are. Never let your breath of life carry what is not 
true.” Please post. I can get inmate to inmate mail. Edward 
Oney #282802, E. K.C.C. 200 Road to Justice, West Liberty 
KY 41472

I’ve been getting UltraViolet for over a year and have 
been excited for every issue that’s on its way. For a long time 
I’d been very depressed. There’s nobody who’ll write me and 
my family frowns on and pretty much told me to fuck off in 
the most “Christian” way possible. I almost gave up before a 
close friend of mine gave me y’alls’ info. I’m standing today 
a proud gay man I am and am running for vice president of 
education for the JHCC New Dawn Gavel Club in hopes I can 
inspire those “in the closet” that you cn become somebody of 
influence if you apply yourself.  Raymond Jenkins #655093, 
JHCC, PO Box 548, Lexington OK 73051

Dear UltraViolet . I am here doing time in a California 
Health Care Facility. I was diagnosed with Stage 4 Lung 
Cancer that has spread to my bones. I was told that I am 
terminal. Anyways, one of my only comforts is receiving 
UltraViolet. I really enjoy reading the articles and letters. I 
don’t have anyone in my life since my mother passed away 4 
years ago. I am a 48 year old guy who is very lonely. It is hard 
to make friends in prison especially when I am open about 
being bi. I get hit on a lot in here but they are not gay. I did 
get some good news the other day, my cancer is stable right 
now. I mainly just wanted to write in so I could tell you thank 
you for the newsletter and if anyone out there would like to 
write to me, I would not mind one bit. Joe White #AK3192, 
C.H.C.F. D7B-111, PO Box 32200, Stockton CA 95213

Shorts From Inside

Universal Rose
My latest goal is called the 
“Universal Rose Project.” I 
have been sending out the 
Universal rose brochures 
to many organizations and 
individuals since July 2019. 
I have had many ple and 
organizations respond to my 
request to help spread love, 
compassion, peace and uni-
ty by making coor copies 
of the brochure and giving 
them to people with a hug 
and the words, “YOU ARE 
LOVED”. My vision is to see 
the message of the Universal 
Rose spread across the USA 
and abroad via loving com-
passionate people. For cop-
ies of the brochure or more 
info, Rev. Eyvind Odinsson 
#1210152, Greensville C.C. 
S2-4-223T, 901 Corrections 
Way, Jarratt VA 23870

The Lack of Dignity
The frustration that comes with being incarcerated (en-

slaved) is an enemy that weighs heavy on the mind. Even 
more so when we as those enslaved try to receive help; no 
one wants to take a stand to help bring about changes.

Given I am a victim of this bias system it is hard for me 
to find the proper help needed to have my freedom restored. 
So although I may not want to be a product of this growing 
complex, I am and that’s why it is so important that we come 
together to demand change. As much as people may want to 
deny the facts: mandatory minimum sentencing is an out of 
touch, biased and unfair mechanism in the criminal justice 
system that disproportionally affects people of color. It’s a 
shame when certain people of color fail to acknowledge these 
facts. So they continue to lie to themselves and turn a blind 
eye. The truth is those people are the problem. Praying that 
we who are incarcerated will continue to fight and let our 
voices be loud and clear. We are not animals, we are human 
beings who deserve to go home.

Together we must be smart, wise and productive. You 
can count on me but I request only the serious minded. I do 
not have time for nonsense by (no) means. Only contact me 
if you are about your business. Thank you. Antonio L Ripley, 
Licensed Minister, #0344995, Nash. Corr. Inst. PO Box 600, 
Nashville NC 27856

Incident of Persecution
I am an inmate at FCI Texarkana Camp. There was an 

Incident in June. I am writing on behalf of my friend, Bryan, 
“with his permission”.  Another friend, Jordan, who is trans-
gender was forced by BOP/RDAP [Residential Drug Abuse 
Program} staff to stand in front of a hostile group of inmates 
while they questioned her about her sexuality. [They] made 
her admit that she was a man and not a women etc etc.  Bryan 
stood up for her along with another inmate. Jordan has since 
been released because she was sexually assaulted by another 
prison staff member but Bryan continues to be persecuted for 
taking her side. His Dad is gay and has been ridiculed before 
and knew it was wrong. Bryan was sanctioned in June and 
given a ‘plan of action.’ He completed that and then was told 
he was suspended for 90 days. He completed that and then 
was told that he can’t take RDAP at this facility. Inmates 
have to wait until the end of sentence to apply to RDAP and 
then the sentence is reduced by one year upon completion. 
Now Bryan will run out of time and will not benefit from 
the program. Can you help so this doesn’t happen to me or 
another LGBT in the future?

Please call the Texarkana warden 903-838-4587 and the 
Regional Director 972-730-8600 and tell them to change their 
policies toward LGBTQ persons. Paul McKinney #07244-
380, FCI Texarkana Camp, PO Box 7000, Texarkana TX 
75505
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by Deeg
Only YOU can prevent forest fires – Smokey the Bear
This slogan, widely publicized since 1944 by the u.s. 

national forest service (sorry Chaya, fictional bears don’t 
make up slogans), implies that careless individuals are re-
sponsible for forest fires. (In 2001 the forest service changed 
the term to “wild fires” to distinguish them from intentional 
controlled burns.)  

In the Amazon rain forest area of Brazil there have been 
over 40,000 recorded fires in the legally designated rainfor-
est area, a total of 80,000 in Brazil this year. Fires are also 
burning in areas of the forest within Bolivia, Paraguay, and 
Peru, amounting to at least another 20,000 fires. These fires 
are largely attributed to planned deforestation, both legal and 
illegal, often by international capital, in which the easiest, 
cheapest way to clear the trees is to set a fire. Also, trees 
and other plants that are cut down to make way for business 
are left on the ground and become fuel for fires.  The loss of 
rainforest also decreases the rain and moisture that would 
otherwise control fire. This year over 2 million acres of forest 
have burned in Brazil.

Initially, the Brazilian government chose to let the forest 
burn, but international outcry has forced a military response. 
Estimates are that over 300,000 indigenous people live in 
the Amazon forests. We do not know how many people and 
communities have been killed. We do not know how many 
animals and plants and entire species have died. People flying 
over the forest have described it looking like a graveyard. We 
do not know how much the forest fires have contributed to 
climate change, and we do not know what long-term impact 
the loss of this forest will have on rising levels of carbon 
dioxide worldwide.

Meanwhile in California
It’s now a year since pg&e equipment sparked the Camp 

Fire, in which the town of Paradise California was destroyed 
and 86 people died. According to the California department 
of forestry and fire protection (CalFire) the Camp Fire was 
caused by PG&E’s high voltage transmission lines. 

PG&E is the largest utility in California and is private 
for-profit corporation. Its equipment is believed to have been 
responsible for over 1500 california wildfires in the last 5 
years, ranging in size from a few acres to the 150,000-acre 
Camp Fire. With potential liability for these 86 deaths and 
property damage, naturally, pg&e has filed for bankruptcy, 
the state legislature passed a bill protecting utilities from 
some lawsuits, and the california public utilities commission 
(puc), which for decades has ignored pg&e’s negligence, has 
already approved rate increases. 

CalFire found that pg&e power lines arced, creating 
sparks that ignited surrounding vegetation. Trees also fell and 
knocked down nearby lines and power poles. Transformers 
exploded. Much of this is due to pg&e not maintaining the 
lines and supporting structures, and not clearing vegetation 
around transmission lines. 

This has all happened before
In 1910, a deadly wave of wildfires swept through the 

northwest. That August, 3 million acres of forest were burned 
in Montana, Idaho, and Washington. According to analysis 
from the National Forest Service, the newly finished Chicago, 
Milwaukee and Puget Sound Railway ran trains through 
Idaho and Montana forests that were extremely dry due to 
droughts. The coal-fired locomotives ignited the forests and 
flames were spread by high winds. Eighty-six people were 
killed in the “Big Blowup” on August 20-21, 1910, and the 
town of Wallace Idaho was mostly destroyed. A supervisor 
of the Coeur d’Alene National Forest estimated in a 1911 
report that railroads had started over 100 fires there. The 
railroad’s strategy for fire prevention, having spotters follow 
trains and try to extinguish small fires caused by embers, had 
failed miserably. 

In October 1918 the Cloquet fire in northern Minnesota 
also resulted from a combination of dry conditions, winds, 
and sparks from the railroad. It was the largest wildfire in 
u.s. history. 453 people died, 52,000 people were injured 
or displaced, 38 communities were destroyed, and 250,000 
acres were burned. 

And it will all happen again
Pg&e managers are very fond of discussing climate 

change. They never fail to mention the increase in dry windy 
conditions. Climate change is real, but it is no excuse for 
pg&e.

In 2010, a gas pipeline in San Bruno catastrophically 
failed, and initial reports of people smelling gas did not 
cause the utility to investigate the pipeline. The pipeline ex-
ploded on September 9, and 8 people were killed, 38 homes 
destroyed. Investigations later revealed that pg&e had been 
“deferring” (i.e. not doing) inspections, and had failed to 
replace older pipes and provide certain safety equipment. 

The puc approves utility rates, and rate increases. This in-
cludes money not only for investor profit, but for performing 
inspections and preventive maintenance on the equipment. 

Where there’s smoke
When pg&e “defers” maintenance, the money goes into the 
pockets of managers and stockholders. 

As with the gas pipeline failure, pg&e has also been 
failing to conduct inspections and do the maintenance needed 
to ensure that high voltage transmission lines that span Cali-
fornia are safe, and that is what has caused the Camp Fire 
and many other fires. 

In 2016 a federal jury found the company guilty of 5 
felony violations of the federal pipeline safety act and one 
felony count of obstruction of justice for the 2010 fire. In 
2017, the judge imposed a $3 million fine, put pg&e on 5 
years’ probation, and ordered them to run commercials ac-
cepting responsibility. In 2018 a judge found that pg&e vio-
lated its probation by not reporting its role in a 2017 wildfire. 
Still the California puc has allowed the utility to raise rates 
to cover most of the costs of fixing the poorly maintained 
pipelines and electrical distribution system. While some of 
the state’s utilities are beginning to insulate transmission 
lines, pg&e’s plans as of the end of last year did not include 
even that improvement.  

The pipeline explosion in 2010 killed 8 people. The 
Camp Fire killed 86 people. We are prison abolitionists, and 
we need to point out that at this moment, UV has about 2600 
incarcerated subscribers. Many have or will be imprisoned 
for decades, some at risk of their lives on death rows. No 
one in our far-flung community has killed anywhere close 
to 94 people. And no officer of pg&e has faced any charges. 

So this fall pg&e’s strategy for controlling wildfires, or 
their wildfire liability, is to shut off electricity to any place 
serviced by their transmission grid, when there is a “red 
flag” alert due to high winds and fire danger. That meant that 
starting October 9, about 500,000 people lost their electricity, 
with the number eventually growing to over a million in the 
northern and central california areas “served” by pg&e. There 
was no plan for people who had medical need of electricity. 
At the last minute CalTrans provided generators to keep the 
tunnel open between Pacifica and Half Moon Bay. Otherwise 
this major state route would have closed. 

It took pg&e almost a week to fully restore power after 
the danger had passed. Said pg&e ceo bill johnson, “To put 
it simply, we were not adequately prepared to support the 
operational event.” 

When the “public safety” shut off plan was first an-
nounced in early September, San Mateo’s state senator jerry 
hill said that individual people might need to buy home 
generators. What a great idea! Most people can’t afford to 
buy generators and don’t have a safe place to put them.  Not 
to mention hundreds of thousands of highly polluting small 
engines, the carbon monoxide generated when they are run, 
and gallons of stored gas for each generator. Sounds safe.  

Who’s Fighting the Fires?
Most wildfires in California are managed by CalFire, 

with mutual aid agreements with local fire departments 
and federal agencies. However, about a third of the people 
fighting wildfires here are incarcerated individuals housed 
in “conservation” or “fire” camps jointly maintained by the 
california department of corrections and rehabilitation (cdcr) 
and CalFire. 

Incarcerated firefighters are paid $2/day for each day 
they are in the fire camps, and $1/hour for each hour spent 
fighting active fires. The state estimates it saves $100 million 
per year by using incarcerated labor. Incarcerated firefighters 
also can receive a reduction in their sentence. 

According to state spokespeople, incarcerated firefight-
ers are given the same entry-level training as are employees 
of CalFire. When they are not actively fighting fires, people in 

the camps may be involved in clearing brush and fallen trees, 
maintaining parks, etc. Some of this work exposes people to 
injuries as well as the risk of valley fever, a potentially fatal 
lung infection. According to a 2018 report in Time magazine, 
incarcerated firefighters are 4 times more likely to be injured 
due to contact with objects than non-incarcerated firefight-
ers, and 8 times as likely to be injured from inhaling smoke 
and particulates. 

Unfortunately, incarcerated firefighters are generally not 
eligible to join fire departments when they are released. So 
far, attempts to change this in the state legislature have failed. 
California Professional Firefighters, the union that represents 
most firefighters in California, has opposed those bills.  

In 1910, Black infantry units (under white officers) were 
sent to help fight the fires in Idaho and Montana. Almost 100 
years later they were recognized for their heroism. They 
were not welcomed to settle in the communities they saved. 

Wildland firefighting is extremely dangerous, because 
the fire may suddenly change directions and surround the 
firefighters. Unlike city fire departments, most wildland 
firefighters have no mouth and nose protection other than 
a fire-resistant shroud to block embers, and they do not use 
respirators. 

The smoke
Last year, the thick smoke that travelled from the wild-

fires made breathing difficult in much of the Bay Area. The 
air quality index surpassed the level of particulate pollution 
the EPA defines as hazardous and people were advised to stay 
indoors and limit outside activities. Last fall in SF, you could 
see people wearing a great variety of respirators, scarves, 
bandanas, and masks, most of them ineffective at protecting 
people’s respiratory tracts and lungs.

Surrounded by visible smoke, hundreds or thousands 
of workers continued to harvest crops, lay irrigation pipes, 
landscape golf courses, and construct roads and buildings. 
Some rural non-profits tried to provide agricultural workers 
with disposable respirators, but were run off by employers. 
Many employers actually increased the work intensity, fear-
ing that the smoke would damage the crops. 

Several years ago, during a smoke event in southern 
california, Disney hotels refused to let their valet parkers 
either rest in the air-conditioned lobby between cars, or 
use respirators when outside, because they didn’t want to 
frighten the guests.

In December, advocates petitioned for an emergency 
standard to protect workers from wildfire smoke. Since these 
extreme smoke events generally last for a week or less, it 
would make sense to stop work in the areas most impacted. 
But even if the state found the political will to prohibit 
work during extreme smoke, that would leave many of the 
impacted workers without a source of income – particularly 
people who are undocumented. Another reason to hate capi-
talism, in case you needed one. 

Therefore, attempts to protect outdoor workers against 
smoke have focused on the use of respirators. Respirators are 
devices certified by the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health. In the case of protection from wildfire 
smoke, respirators must at a minimum filter out 95 percent 
of very small particles. Many employers refuse to provide 
even these devices, and they do not provide the training and 
fit-testing necessary to ensure that the respirator will actually 
protect the wearer. 

Working eight to twelve or more hours in smoke, with or 
without a respirator, is hard. While more research is needed, it 
is known that exposure to smoke causes respiratory irritation, 
and can worsen chronic heart and lung conditions. 

In July, california’s occupational safety and health 
standards board did adopt a temporary emergency regula-
tion to protect some workers from wildfire smoke, but it is 
minimal. Worker advocates are attempting to get a stronger 
permanent standard. 
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By Chaya and Deni  
MOCHA COLUMN QUIZ

Confused about what you read in the news? Take our 
Mocha Column Quiz! Answer at the end of the column.

Question: The headline says “powerful ducks in com-
mand out north” What does this refer to?

1 A particularly strong group of migrating waterfowl 
arrived in Washington State

2 A TV show about queer birdwatchers set in the Pacific 
Northwest

3 The University of Oregon’s winning football team
4 A flock of ducks in Washington DC outted lying law-

breaker Colonel Oliver North (National Security Council 
staff member under Reagan who engineered Iran-Contra 
political scandal) 

MOVIE/TV/BOOK REVIEWS
ThE LAST BLACK MAn In SAn FRAnCISCO 
(review by Deni)  

This excellent film stars Jimmie Fails and was based on 
a story by him and best friend director/producer Joe Talbot. 
The movie’s story is from Fails’ own life about his attempts 
to reclaim his San Francisco childhood home built by his 
grandfather. The film is rooted in the historical displacement 
of much of the Black community in San Francisco, and in 
gentrification and change in SF as a whole, and how these 
issues impact main character Jimmie and his best friend 
Mont, along with issues of family and fragmentation. A 
short review can’t do this film justice; it’s depth, insights, 
stunning cinematography, humor, and remarkable acting with 
its capture of communities in SF, both physical and cultural, 
all create a memorable movie. If you can, check out Anne 
Branigan’s review at The Root. And see it.  
ThE FAREWELL (review by Deni)   

This wonderful movie stars film and rap star Awkwa-
fina/Nora Lum as Billi, a young Chinese American woman 
who returns to China with her family to say goodbye to her 
beloved grandmother who has terminal lung cancer with 
only a few weeks to live. Everyone in the family knows this 
but the grandmother, and a fake wedding story is plotted to 
justify them all going to China to see her. Billi is having a 
hard time in her life and the journey becomes a remarkable 
one for her. The excellent writing, acting by the whole cast, 
and cinematography create a remarkable film, aided by humor 
and poignancy. Billi/Awkwafina’s role and acting, sharp and 
filled with pathos, stays with me months after seeing it. Her 
next big career move is her own TV comedy series “Awk-
wafina Is Nora from Queens” (Queens NY where she grew 
up), set to premiere in January 2020 on Comedy Central. See 
the movie if you can.
hOnEY LAnD (review by Deni)   
This stunning compelling documentary filmed over a 
three year period features hatidze Muratove, a remark-
ably expressive woman who lives in a remote mountain 
area of Macedonia with her mother who’s in ill health. 
They live in a hut without roads, electricity or running 
water. Muratove is the last in a line of Macedonaian wild 
beekeepers, and the footage of her tending her hives, car-
ing for her bees, and getting the honey to take to market 
(a four hour walk to the city) is astounding. I must inter-
ject here that I have a lifelong bee phobia, having been 
stung several times as a child and an adult. Yet because 
of Muratove’s ease and confidence in caring for the bees, 
I never felt afraid watching her handle them. The only 
time I felt fear was when a cattle herding family moves 
in “next door” and takes up beekeeping with guidance 
from Muratoa, who explains to them that you should 
only take half the honey and leave the rest for the bees, 
but things don’t work out as well as all that. I kept hav-
ing to remind myself this was a documentary; the “plot” 
was so complex and nuanced (almost like life!) and the 
characters had such depth, humor, and poignancy, they 
seemed so real (oh right…). Issues of environment and 
greed are raised amidst human pathos and amazing 
scenery. See this if you can.
OFFICIAL SECRETS (review by Cole and Deni)

In 2003 as the second Gulf War developed, a low level 
British intelligence worker Katherine Gun learned of a US 
National Security Administration plan to manipulate the 
UN Security Council’s deliberations regarding an Iraq inva-
sion. This docudrama, directed by Gavin Hood, follows Gun’s 
decision to leak the memorandum and the consequences of 
her action. Palestinian actor Adam Bakri (of the incredible 
film Omar) plays her immigrant husband.

Keira Knightley portrays Gun as principled and coura-
geous. The film shows Gun as only marginally political when 
she leaked the document. But she was deeply repulsed by 
the lies to the public about weapons of mass destruction and 
horrified by the prospect of the war’s corresponding death 
and destruction. She confessed her leak in order to shield co-
workers from erroneous accusations. The British government 
threatens Gun with dire penalties as a result of violating its 
Official Secrets Act (akin to the U.S. Patriot Act). It’s great 
to encounter a film with a strong, positive female protagonist 

like this one. Knightley’s excellent acting is complemented 
by the sterling efforts of supporting cast members Matt Smith 
and Ralph Fiennes. The filmmaker effectively weaves historic 
news footage of Bush, Tony Blair and the invasion into the 
larger narrative and clearly delineates the roles of the various 
government officials. 

We wonder how much this film will be seen and if it will 
succeed in reminding/educating about the horrific duplicity 
that drove the Gulf War. We also have reservations regarding 
the conclusion -- although historically correct, we know that 
usually the system’s abuses win out. That said, this movie 
knocks it out of the ballpark and we encourage you to see it.

POSE (FX television) 
We came a little late to POSE (which started in June 

2018) but we’re in the middle of Season 2 now and we 
really like it a lot. It’s a drama about the LGBTQ African 
American and Latinx NYC ballroom culture in the 1980s 
and early 1990s. It’s been recognized for its cast of mostly 
trans actors of color. Billy Porter, the most well-known of 
the cast, won an Emmy for his role as ballroom emcee Pray 
Tell (and also won a Tony for Kinky Boots). The characters 
are deeply developed, way beyond stereotypes, and come to 
life with excellent acting and strong writing. The stories have 
humor and are moving, with great dancing and music. The 
HIV/AIDS epidemic-- and the response to it-- is an important 
part of the series. Many pages have been written about what 
a groundbreaking and fabulous show it is. 
ThE COLOR OF LAW: A Forgotten history of how Our 
Government Segregated America by Richard Rothstein 
(review by Cole)

Residential racial segregation comes as no surprise to 
UV readers, but Rothstein’s book successfully undermines 
any conception that private individuals - or even business 
interests - or, for that matter, Southerners - are primarily 
responsible for such segregation. Instead, he carefully docu-
ments how local, state and federal governmental entities not 
only supported private segregation efforts but frequently 
acted as the primary instigator of such segregation.

I was surprised to learn that housing was considerably 
less segregated at the beginning of the 20th century than it 
is today.  The author describes not only the perfidy of the 
real estate industry but the support the relevant regulatory 
agencies provided to that industry.  The banks’ redlining 
practices are perhaps already fairly well known; the racist 
policies of many of Roosevelt’s New Deal programs may 
not be quite so commonly recognized. Rothstein’s well 
substantiated description of the Veterans Administration’s 
flagrant discrimination against African-American GI’s was 
a real eye opener for me. The author explains how post-
World War II GI loans greatly increased the percentage of 
white homeownership; the benefits of that ownership have 
frequently been passed along to successive generations in 
the form of inheritances. The denial of homeownership to 
black GI’s has created grave economic consequences for 
their descendants and, the author convincingly contends, is 
a major reason for the current wide economic gap between 
whites and African-Americans.

Rothstein falls a little short on solutions; in his defense, 
he (1) correctly notes that many of his proposed remedies 
would be rejected outright in the current political climate and 
(2) does advocate for some form of reparations. He invites the 
reader to check his/her own deed for discriminatory language 
regarding sales and ownership and offers a means to repudi-
ate that language. His suggestions with regard to the need to 
educate African-Americans who move into white suburbs as 
to suburban norms verge on patronization. However, while 
not flawless, an academic has written this informative book 
in a surprisingly engaging fashion and it’s well worth reading.  

BITS AND PIECES
UnCLEAR On ThE COnCEpT OF QUEER LIB-
ERATIOn 

We’d normally never write about Ellen DeGeneres 
since she’s so annoying overall and so successful at it (net 
worth of $450 million), along with her success as a lesbian 
star. But then along came her recent event hanging out with 
G.W. Bush and Laura at a football game - apparently they’re 
good buddies. “We’re all different, and I think we’ve forgot-
ten that that’s OK that we’re all different,” she said. “Gag, 
Ugh, Yuck,” said the Mocha Column. But the wonderful 
actor and activist Mark Ruffalo tweeted the best response: 
“Sorry, until George W. Bush is brought to justice for the 
crimes of the Iraq War, (including American-lead torture, 
Iraqi deaths & displacement, and the deep scars - emotional 
& otherwise - inflicted on our military that served his folly), 
we can’t even begin to talk about kindness.” Go Mark! We 
appreciated his comments even more after seeing Official 
Secrets about the beginning of the Iraq War as it played out 
in Britain. The film’s historical footage of events included 
Bush lying his way through reasons to justify the war. His 
lying smarmy face and voice were only made worse at the 
end of the film by statistics of the death and destruction in 
Iraq and of US troops. Hey Ellen, hope you and the Bush’s 
had a swell time at the game… Many of us were out in the 
streets blocking traffic on the first day of the Iraq war. Now 
that’s “different” we can support.

1969 . . . AnD 50 YEARS LATER
There were many radical political actions in 1969 that 

are being remembered this year, 50 years later. Here’s one 
involving the Mormons. Among the many problems with the 
Mormon Church were its historically racist policies, which 
included barring Black men from entering the church’s lay 
priesthood and serving in leadership positions. 50 years ago 
on October 17, 1969, all 14 of the Black football players on 
the University of Wyoming football team were kicked off the 
team and had their scholarships canceled at a meeting with 
the head coach for wanting to protest the Mormon Church’s 
policies. The team was scheduled to play against Brigham 
Young University (BYU), owned by the Mormons. Protests 
against BYU had been held by Black athletes and students 
at San Jose State University (California), the University of 
Texas/El Paso, and Arizona State. The late 1960s was a time 
of mass protest over civil rights, white supremacy and the war 
in Vietnam. UW’s head football coach had enacted a rule ban-
ning football players from participating in student protests of 
any kind. The UW Black Students Alliance planned a protest 
prior to the game. Wearing black armbands, the Black football 
players went to meet with the coach about participating. The 
coach angrily insulted them and told them they were off the 
team. Despite widespread student and faculty opposition, 
the school’s trustees upheld the coach’s action. Fifty years 
later, in September 2019, 8 of the surviving Black football 
players returned to Laramie for the unveiling of a plaque 
at the stadium commemorating them. They were presented 
with the UW jackets they would have received if they had 
not been kicked off the team. 

So how are things going in Wyoming these days? Just 
six months ago in Cheyenne Wyoming, about 40 miles from 
Laramie, flyers were distributed and posted at McCormick 
Junior High School with racist and homophobic messages 
including “join the kkk.” LGBTQ students there have been 
harassed and bullied and Confederate flags have been waved 
repeatedly. But Principal Jeff Conine didn’t think it was a 
problem, lying when he said just two flyers were posted and 
that students weren’t passing them out. He’d been told of ho-
mophobic and racist incidents for months, but didn’t “believe 
it’s a prevailing sentiment at the school.” At least the school 
has a Gay Straight Alliance Club and some teachers support 
them, and there was a community interfaith service support-
ing the Black and LGBTQ students. There are millions of 
stories of racism and homophobia every day - Wyoming just 
happened to make this Mocha Column.
CLOSER EnCOUnTERS

Reports of UFOs go way back, but now more intel is 
leaking from congressional and military action. In 2007, to 
study “unidentified aerial phenomenon,” the Pentagon set 
up the Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program 
(aka AATIP Anarchist Activists Totally In Power). The Navy 
confessed it investigates military reports of UFOs. Fighter jet 
pilots and aircraft carrier sailors were interviewed to report 
their sightings and encounters with what they described as 
“highly advanced aircraft.” They had video of some of these 
encounters, which included a giant white oval as big as a 
commercial aircraft seen in 2004. From 2014-15, five Navy 
pilots saw objects off the east coast. An experienced Navy 
pilot told Congress the objects appeared repeatedly, had no 
visible engine or infrared exhaust plumes yet achieved 30,000 
feet and hypersonic speeds. (COOL!!!) Another pilot filed a 
mishap report when he had a near collision with one of the 
objects. In 2019 the Navy boldly issued a classified guidance 
for how to report “unexplained flying objects.” (Aha! The 
MC knows all about this from repeated viewings of “Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind.”)

More congressional oversight committees have become 
interested. In June, 3 more US senators including Mark 
Warner got a classified Pentagon briefing about reported 
Navy encounters with unidentified aircraft. His office issued 
a statement: “If naval pilots are running into unexplained 
interference in the air, that’s a safety concern Senator Warner 
believes we need to get to the bottom of.” (Ok Senator, we 
get that you don’t want to sound like you believe in UFOs.) 
The Navy can count on academics to support its non-denial 
denial of UFOs. An astrophysicist at the Harvard-Smithso-
nian Center for Astrophysics said “there are so many other 
possibilities (besides something being a UFO)—bugs in the 
code for the imaging and display systems….” (Oh really?? 
You might think this astrophysicist would be a tad less 
comfortable accepting general code bugs in the imaging and 
display system…!)

A Navy spokesperson stated: “Given the classified 
nature, we will not comment on the specific information 
provided in these briefings.” Undersecretary of Defense for 
Intelligence staff [sic] are also not authorized to talk publicly. 
But some of the Navy pilots are more forthcoming. One re-
called a shocked fellow pilot returning from a flight who said 
“I almost hit one of those things.” To all UFOs: UltraViolet 
is waiting! We need you now more than ever!

AnSWER TO QUIZ: It’s #3 The University of Or-
egon’s winning football team!!!
WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF 

See graphic page 8

THE MOCHA COLUMN
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by Kate
In 1974 I was a freshman in high school. My friends 

and I would frequently rush home from school to watch the 
Watergate hearings on television. It was our first close-up 
introduction to the institutions of our government and it 
was fascinating. We were engaged by the drama and the 
revelations – shredded documents! 17 minutes of blank 
tape! We especially enjoyed the speeches of Congressional 
luminaries like Sam Rayburn, Daniel Inoye, and especially 
Barbara Jordan (D-TX), the first African American woman 
elected to Congress from a southern state and unbeknownst 
to us at that time, one of the first lesbians to hold national 
office. (Nancy Earl, a white school psychologist, was her 
domestic partner for approximately 30 years.) 

Jordan, also a “freshman,” having taken office in 1973, 
made a national name for herself with a stirring speech 
demanding the impeachment of Richard Nixon. A civil 
rights attorney, Jordan stated, “My faith in the Constitu-
tion is whole; it is complete; it is total. And I am not going 
to sit here and be an idle spectator to the diminution, the 
subversion, the destruction, of the Constitution.” 

Many years, many wars, much shredded proof of 
presidential and other governmental crimes later, it is hard 
to muster that kind of faith in the sanctity of our constitu-
tion. Increasingly we are aware of the ways in which it was 
flawed from the beginning. As cynicism has increasingly 
become the defining affect of our age, many leftists have 
looked down with condescending self-righteousness on 
anyone who suggests that the u.s. constitution has ever 
done anything but put a gloss on white supremacy and 
imperialism.

Except that it has.
In its day, the constitution has established the right 

of Chinese immigrant and African American kids to go to 
public schools, of criminal defendants to representation, of 
women (or “pregnant people”) to abortions and of workers 
to organize. It’s even been used to protect rivers and the 
various creatures who live near them from toxic waste, 
under the Commerce Clause in Article I. A highly imperfect 
tool, the constitution is still one of the best defenses we 
have against unbridled fascism.

That’s why donald kkk trump, whose goal is unbridled 
fascism, is determined to relegate the constitution to the 
dustbin of history, so that korporate korruption and greed 
can reign unfettered. The defining ethos of the trump era is 
disdain for any institutions that regulate the power of the 
rich and white supremacists. His team wastes no energy 
crafting actual legal theories to defend their illegal actions, 
because their goal is to prove that they are not subject to 
any laws. The only law they need to worry about is the 
one that says if enough of the right people support you, 
and enough of the wrong people step aside, by choice or 
by force, you win. 

That’s also why impeachment is important, even for – 
or maybe especially for – those who hold no illusions about 
the moral purity of the men who wrote the constitution. 

Emoluments, collusion and other 
words we don’t understand

trump was no sooner sworn into office than people 
on my facebook feed began clamoring for impeachment. 
It struck me then as a fantasy – the next incarnation of the 
myth of the Hamilton electors (the theory that electors from 
states that swung from obama to trump might balk and vote 
for “the candidate who won the popular vote”). The argu-
ments for impeachment in those earliest days centered on 
“emoluments,” and there’s a reason that no one knows what 
that word means. It actually means, a “salary, fee or profit 
from employment or office,” and the so-called Emoluments 
Clause refers to “The Title of Nobility Clause,” in Article I, 
Section 9, Clause 8 of the United States Constitution: “No 
title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: and 
no person holding any office of profit or trust under them, 
shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any 
present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, 
from any king, prince, or foreign state.”

So basically, Russia can’t make trump a czar unless 
congress agrees. But that’s okay – ask Van Jones how 
becoming a czar works out.

Allegations of trump’s violation of the clause have to 
do with some real estate deals in Saudi Arabia, Turkey and 
Russia, having foreign dignitaries stay at his empty new 
hotel in Washington, DC and play golf at Mar-a-Lago, and 
introducing Ivanka to leaders of foreign countries where 
she wants to sell stuff. 

No one cares. No one voted for trump because they 
thought he was honest. He stood on the debate stage and 
bragged that cheating on his taxes and getting away with 
it makes him smart.

The idea of “collusion” with Russia, a suggestion 
that trump is some kind of Manchurian candidate of 
vladimir putin, seemed perhaps more likely to catch on 
with his supporters. The accusation was that trump had 

made a deal with pu-
tin to lift sanctions 
on Russian oil and 
financial interests 
in exchange for dirt 
on hillary clinton 
and the democrats, 
and maybe even for 
hacking emails and 
election equipment. 
It wasn’t that far-
fetched since he had, 
in July 2016, called 
on Russia to “find the 
30,000 emails that 
are missing.” 

Collusion was 
going to be nearly 
impossible to prove, 
because,  as New 
Yorker  columnist 
Masha Gessen ob-

served, it required 
proof that trump made a promise and intended to keep it, 
which “would be highly uncharacteristic for Donald Trump.”

That notwithstanding, I thought it was possible that 
older, Cold War voters might be concerned about the pos-
sibility of a Russian spy in office, but they proved to under-
stand modern history better than the Left does. trump’s base 
apparently realizes that Russia is no longer Communist and 
putin is not a working-class hero but a nationalist oligarch 
much like trump, and gave a big shrug to the “Russiagate” 
clamor of the liberal media.

The trump base is no doubt clued in partly by putin’s 
extreme anti-gay and anti-woman agenda, locking up Pussy 
Riot, outlawing gay pride marches, while that doesn’t give 
pause to parts of the Left, which has continued to rail against 
“a new McCarthyism” and “red-baiting.”.

“In one sense, today’s witch-hunt is not the same as that 
of the 1940s and 1950s, in that there is no Soviet Union or 
socialist camp as it existed. But in recent years, Russia has 
recovered from its disastrous decline after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union,” says an article in Liberation News. “Russia 
under Putin has taken back control of much its resources 
and has rebuilt the military….Russia’s alliance with Syria 
has been a key factor in thwarting regime change by U.S. 
imperialism and its alliance of reactionary governments, 
including France, Britain, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Jordan.”

Admittedly, when you seem to be on the same side as 
the fbi director, that’s cause for pause. But we aren’t, and 
we don’t have to be. Nixon’s threat to fire attorney general 
Eliot Richardson (who resigned instead) set the stage for his 
impeachment; Richardson was no friend to the Left, but that 
didn’t stop people from thinking he should be impeached.

Left skepticism of Russiagate was further fueled by the 
focus on Wikileaks and Julian Assange, whose misogyny 
some leftists dismiss as either manufactured (despite it being 
out there in film form for all to see – just search for “hornet’s 
nest of radical feminism”) or irrelevant. A subpoena issued 
for Assange supporter Randy Credico, a frequent guest of 
Dennis Bernstein on KPFA’s Flashpoints. But no, Russia-
gate is not a plot by the Pacifica radio national board to get 
Dennis off the air. 

But now instead of Russia it’s Ukraine trump is making 
improper deals with, and the Communist left does not like 
Ukraine since 2004’s Orange Revolution (hmmm, is there a 
connection between the Orange Revolution and the Orange 
President?). Foreign Policy called the victory of the opposi-
tion in Ukraine, “a major new landmark in the postcommunist 
history of eastern Europe, a seismic shift Westward in the 
geopolitics of the region.” So perhaps the Left will be less 
hostile to the idea of a trump ouster.

What are high crimes and 
misdemeanors?

Impeachment is a process by which a legislature of-
ficially charges a public official with crimes. It exists in 
many countries. Recently, presidents Park Geun-Hye of 
South Korea and Dilma Rousseff of Brazil were impeached 
and removed from office. In the u.s. impeachment begins 
in the House of Representatives and if a majority votes to 
impeach, a trial is held in the Senate. Two presidents, nixon 
and andrew johnson, as well as a number of federal judges 
have been impeached. Currently, the house has launched 
an investigation to determine whether there are grounds for 
impeaching trump.

The constitutional clause specifying the grounds for 
impeachment is, according to constitutional scholars, 
“intentionally vague.” “Initially, the Framers considered 
defining impeachable offenses as just ‘treason or bribery’ 
(rather than the ultimate definition of ‘treason, bribery, or 
other high crimes and misdemeanors’). They tacked on 
the additional phrase because George Mason worried that 
‘treason or bribery’ was insufficient for removing a president 

who began to display dictatorial tendencies,” writes Slate’s 
Molly Olmstead. 

In fact, Olmstead concludes, even “high crimes and 
misdemeanors,” may not be necessary. Some suggest, she 
says, that “offenses against public sensibilities” might be suf-
ficient grounds for impeachment, citing the example of Chief 
Justice William Scroggs, who was impeached in England in 
1688 “for, among other things, browbeating witnesses and 
public drunkenness.”

On the Scroggs Scale, trump surely scores a 10.
Eleven articles of impeachment were introduced against 

andrew johnson in 1868. The first nine had to do with firing 
Edwin Stanton as Secretary of War and installing as his re-
placement someone named Lorenzo Thomas, without “advice 
and consent” of the Senate as required. The tenth charged an 
“attempt to bring into disgrace, ridicule, hatred, contempt and 
reproach, the Congress of the United States, and the several 
branches thereof, to impair and destroy the regard and respect 
of all the good people of the United States for the Congress 
and the legislative power thereof” and the final one charges 
that he denied the authority of Congress to make legislation 
– this referring to his defiance of the Radical Republican-led 
Congress in implementing Reconstruction and establishing 
equality for African American citizens.

trump and his administration have made clear their 
contempt for Congress in overtly refusing to comply with 
subpoenas, in unprecedented long-term use of interim ap-
pointees in critical positions, thus denying the Senate’s 
authority to “advise and consent” to cabinet appointments, 
in saying to high school civics classes that the constitu-
tion says “I can do whatever I want,” and in taking money 
explicitly authorized for other purposes to build his border 
wall. House Oversight Committee chair Elijah Cummings 
was the subpoena-er-in-chief, signing subpoenas up until the 
hour of his death, according to committee member Ayanna 
Presley. Speculation about poisoning has been vigorous on 
Facebook, summoning the ghost of hillary clinton’s former 
law partner, Vince Foster.

Low-Hanging Fruit?
When democrats reclaimed the House in 2016, newly 

elected congresswoman Rashida Tlaib, one of the first two 
Muslim women elected to Congress and a former member of 
Democratic Socialists of America, famously told supporters, 
“We’re going to impeach the m***f***.”

While admiring her fighting spirit, I felt like calling 
for impeachment was both a waste of time and a political 
mistake. It seemed like an effort to sidestep the real problem, 
namely, that tens of millions of u.s. citizens, especially but 
not entirely white (28% of Latinos, 26% of Asians, 8% of 
African Americans (13% of African American men)) voted 
for an openly racist pro-authoritarian with no relevant quali-
fications for or serious interest in the job. 

Impeachment, I thought, would look like an end run 
around democracy, like a judge setting aside a jury’s verdict. 
Impeachment seemed likely to boost trump’s popularity, 
and for no reason since there is no way that 23 republik-
kkan senators would vote to oust him. Bill Clinton fairly 
narrowly survived impeachment in 1996 (the Senate vote 
was 50 for impeachment on obstruction of justice and 45 
for perjury – two-thirds or 67 would have been required to 
convict) and emerged with much stronger approval ratings 
from the public. Most analysts consider the impeachment 
a big factor in republikkkans’ loss of the Senate in 2000; 
House speaker newt gingrich, the first republikkkan to hold 
that office in 40 years, was forced to resign from congress 
after revelations of an affair with a young staff member (for 
anyone who doesn’t remember, clinton’s crime was having 
an affair with an intern).

I don’t need any lectures about how both parties are the 
parties of imperialism. In two years, I want to be protesting 
Bernie or Elizabeth or even Joe.

Some also made the point that it would leave us with 
president pence, who could be more dangerous because he 
actually knows how government works, has been a highly 
destructive governor of Indiana, and is more ideologically 
driven. On the other side of that argument is that pence has 
none of trump’s charisma and marketing genius. The thrall 
that both media and members of the public are in to trump 
might be broken if he were removed from office, although of 
course he would continue his daily twitter storm and likely 
join the Fox News hate machine.

In recent months, public opinion has started to swing, 
as trump’s behavior gets more erratic, his punitive detention 
policies for immigrants are exposed (even as I write, there 
have been a rash of suicides in detention centers and rumors 
are circulating of a planned mass suicide at the private prison 
in Otero, New Mexico), and at least hundreds are being killed 
in Syria while he rambles about letting the “kids in the lot” 
fight it out. According to the latest Pew poll, 57% of the public 
now favor impeachment, although a smaller percentage (but 
still a majority) want him removed from office. 

I think it’s a credible theory that he wants to be im-

To Peach or Not to Peach?

continued on page 8

Barbara Jordan and Nancy Earl
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peached, because he obviously does not like the job, and 
that’s why he’s doing things he knows will piss off his 
staunchest supporters among republikkkans. There’s also 
a fair amount of evidence that he’s just bananas and says 
whatever the hell pops into his mind at any moment. Regard-
less, he hates being president but he loves campaigning. The 
deeper we get into campaign season, the better his mood 
will be, the more he will start to connect with voters and the 
more popular he’ll be. Most people in the u.s. have short 
attention spans and even shorter memories and will forget 
how he’s screwed them over and only remember how good 
his snark makes them feel. Impeachment is a narrative he 
doesn’t control and may throw him off balance and keep him 
from hitting a stride.

Presidents can’t do much good by themselves, but they 
can do plenty of harm, and this one has done more harm faster 
than most. The more criminal conduct this administration 
gets away with, the 
more overtly they 
flout both laws and 
any pretense of being 
one country for all its 
people. 

IMPEACH  
THE  
M*****F!

By Lisa
Last week a new study was published finding 20% of fish 

caught off the coast of Mexico had plastic in their stomachs.  
The number of affected fish and type of microplastics found 
varied between regions, which appeared to be related to ur-
banization in the study site with more microplastics present 
in fish closer to urban areas. Polymers, like cellophane used 
for wraps and tapes as well as those used to make fibers for 
clothing, were also found in high levels. 

In response, activists “set the table” for the Mexican 
Congress with plastic seafood and demanded legislative 
action.    

There is a video here https://www.facebook.
com/greenpeacemexico/videos/446288782686412/
?v=446288782686412 

Unfortunately, this was one more of a long line of 
“news” that isn’t news at all--- the whale with plastic in its 
stomach was news 6 months ago, while new seals, turtles, 
and sea birds dying with plastic in their stomachs or around 
their necks is decades old by now. (Ultraviolet readers may 
remember “Don’t  Let Go” from June 2008 on the perils of 
plastic pollution).   We’ve known for a long time that filling 
the oceans with plastic was a bad idea—but apparently it is 
just too hard for modern human societies to make the changes 
needed to stop dumping more plastic into the oceans and to 
start cleaning up the debris (if it can be done at all).

On a personal note, more “news” that isn’t “new”, for 
decades (am I getting old, always talking about decades?), 
people acted like I was being too “sensitive” or “precious” 
because I try to wear natural fabrics like cotton.  Although 
like many I fell into the “athleisure” trap at some point and 
I have plenty of stretchy polyester yoga clothes.  Now the 
studies confirm that polyester fabrics shed microplastics 
when washed—and those non-biodegradable fibers are . 
. .  you guessed it, going into the ocean and showing up 
in anemones, fish and marine mammals.  See for example 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/priyashukla/2019/04/11/
sea-anemones-are-eating-the-plastic-microfibers-that-your-
laundry-is-releasing-into-the-oceans/#2038729d5d10.  So 
what is a good eco-dyke to do? Give up stretchy clothes? Or 
just stop washing them? This is just one more of the strange 
dilemmas of modern life. 

Another is “managed retreat”—this is a sensible idea 
that as sea levels rise or flooding gets more frequent and 
intense near rivers and streams housing and other infra-
structure should be pulled back from the edge leaving more 
space for shoreline retreat and flood plains to expand.  This 
also results in a more natural shoreline or flood plain with 
more open space that provides wildlife habitat and can be 
used and accessed by the public.  There are a lot of issues 
and complexities of how to “manage” the retreat once it is 
accepted but most of it boils down to 1) when to make the 
move, 2) where to go, and 3) who pays.  Several small towns 
along the Mississippi River have made the move mostly 
with government funding, and in New York City after the 
superstorm Sandy disaster several communities applied 
for buyout programs to relocate but only two of them got 
government funding.  

While some climate-change related buy-outs are now 
moving forward in the Florida Keys and elsewhere, it is slow 
going.  And that foot dragging is going on despite projections 
that by 2100 at least 15 million Americans will need to move 
just because of rising sea levels. Industry is trying to sell this 
as the “Great Climate Retreat” and (no surprise) is looking 
to government-funded buy-outs to bail-out the insurance 
industry and commercial interests as well as home owners.     

Here in California, we have aggressive planning and 

coastal protection regulations that require towns along the 
coast to really consider what managed retreat will look 
like as sea levels rise. The Coastal Commission recently 
warned beach communities to prepare for the ocean to rise 
up to 10 feet by 2100. But many coastal towns want to stick 
their heads in the sand (if there is any sand left) and some 
people don’t accept the need to “retreat” at all. While it is 
understandable that many people are attached to where they 
live now, often the most vociferous opponents of managed 
retreat are those with ocean front property who want to fight 
the tide with levees, sea walls and other barriers around their 
towns or even just their houses and look to dredging sand 
and replenishment to save their beaches.  This is problematic 
both because it is ultimately a failing strategy and because 
putting sea walls and barriers in one area of the coast can 
cause increased erosion and tidal scouring in surrounding 
coastal areas. 

Of course the cynical might say some of the rich folks 
with ocean views are just holding out for a bigger pay out 
from the public when these buildings on the California coast 
become hazards.  But it really isn’t fair that the even higher 
costs of demolition and restoration would wind up falling on 
local governments or states, when property owners refuse to 
cooperate with managed retreat strategies which would cost 
less and reduce risks.  Which hasn’t stopped these bail-outs 
from happening here and elsewhere. 

And even more startling, new proposals for develop-
ment in areas that will be impacted by sea level rise keep 
coming! One proposal in the San Francisco Bay would put 
a new community in diked wetlands – bringing in millions 
of tons of fill to raise the proposed housing development 
to just a few feet above the expected flood elevation – even 
if this did protect the development it would leave little or 
no shoreline or transitional habitats for the birds and other 
wildlife that live in the Bay as sea level rises.  This is 
completely antithetical to good adaptation practices which 
would instead preserve these areas as open space and restore 
the wetlands.  If you are curious about how good adaptation 
practices are developed you might want to check out the 
Adaptation Atlas for the SF Bay Shoreline  with the lovely 
subtitle “Working with Nature to Plan for Sea Level Rise” 
https://www.spur.org/publications/spur-report/2019-05-02/
san-francisco-bay-shoreline-adaptation-atlas . “Working 
with Nature” sounds so benign – but to me it is also a con-
tradiction—we are part of nature – it just seems more and 
more that we are a virulent disease infecting the rest of the 
planet! (Did I say that out loud? Sigh, I have become quite 
cynical lately… clearly I am not doing enough yoga wearing 
my polyester ocean-polluting stretchy clothes.)

Alicia Alonso, revered Cuban ballet star died last week 
at 98. She was called the soul of the National Ballet of Cuba. 
In 1948 she founded the Alicia Alonso Ballet Company in 
Havana, but it closed in 1956 for lack of funding.

After the Cuban revolution in 1958, she received help 
from Fidel Castro to form the National Ballet of Cuba. Ac-
cording to her 1981 biography, she told him she needed 
$100,000. “We will give you $200,000.” he replied. Because 
of her commitment to Cuba, she was not allowed by the u.s. 
government to perform in the United States. She would not 
return until 1975, when she appeared in New York as a guest 
ballerina

Alonso continued to direct the National Ballet company 
and to dance until her seventies.

Alicia Alonso Presente!

M Is for MPeach
continued from page 7

Climate Chaos and Managed Retreat: We can’t 
hold back the tide of plastic fish

To All My Transgender Sisters 
Doing Time

You are not alone. My name is Gideon Griffin 
AKA G. I’m an advocate with GCM Advocacy 
and Support Network. Though I’m not transgen-
der I will always fight for transgender rights. All 
women are beautiful and strong, it should not 
matter if they were born female or not. Back in 
high school I met a girl named Jessica. She and 
I dated for 6 months before I found out she was 
transgender. On my way to her house, I saw 4 
boys jumping her, one had a knife and I tried to 
stop them, he stabbed me 6 times. Later that 
week, her mom came to see me, Jessica want-
ed her to give me a note letting me know she’s 
transgender and that’s why those boys jumped 
her. It didn’t change the fact that I was still in love 
with her. Two months later I was well enough to 
go back to school. Jessica was not expecting 
what came next. Since everyone now knew she 
was transgender, I put my arm around her and in 
the middle of the school yard I yelled, Jessica is 
my girl no matter how she was born, I love her. 
Then I asked her to prom. Since that day, I’ve 
done everything I can to promote transgender 
rights. Up until last year, Jessica and I were still 
together. She passed away in a car crash on 
her way to visit me in prison. Gideon Gresham 
#BG4125,  CCI-Tehachapi/4B-6-A108L, PO 
Box 1906, Tehachapi CA 93581


