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San Francisco – Today federal prosecutors revealed that LAGAI – Queer Insurrection had not been indicted in 
the recent college admissions scandal that has rocked the pretty rich, sort-of famous and somewhat powerful. 

“Of course, when we learned that young people were being paid to impersonate the children of the rich 
and take college entrance exams, we immediately thought of LAGAI,” said new attorney general billy bear. 
“We tried to infiltrate, but none of our agents met their core sexagenarian demographic.” 

In a written statement, the just-us deportment described their multi-year hunt for someone famous enough 
to get the story into the news cycle. Actresses Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlan provided the grist. “Just 
who do you think would have paid attention if we arrested only tennis and soccer coaches, and packaging 
executives? To be honest, we would have been better off with LAGAI – more name recognition.”

On hearing of their non-indictment, LAGAI said, “we’re glad that the just-us deportment is focusing on 
a major crisis in education. At least they are not wasting their time investigating the massive theft of public 
money by private charter school companies.”  

No Indictment for LAGAI

U.S. Hands O� Venezuela!

Stop U.S. Wars and Racism!
No to NATO!

Sunday, March 31, 2019
Oakland Federal Building 

13th Street and Clay, Oakland, 1:00 PM
Honor Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. and his famous April 4 speech against the Vietnam war, racism and poverty.

No to Racism, Sexism, LGBTQI discrimination, Anti- Immigrant Walls/Deportations and Environmental Destruction.
U.S. Hands O� Africa, Latin America & the Middle East- from Haiti, Nicaragua and Cuba to the Philippines, Palestine & Syria

Sponsors: Spring Action Coalition 2019; United National Antiwar Coalition
For information contact: jmackler@lmi.net or judygreenspan1952@gmail.com

Labor Donated

by Tory
Gay Shame has put out a call to end all police participa-

tion in pride; all of it, NO police marching cutely in pride 
contingents, and particularly NO military style policing of 
the march in the name of protecting the queers. The police 
are not our friends and they don’t give a flying fuck about us.  
This year is the 50th anniversary of the stonewall riots in the 
village in new york city. Miss Major, prison abolitionist Black 
trans gender activist, former director of TGI Justice Project, 
who was part of the stonewall riot, launched this call with a 
short video entitled five-O out of pride 50.  It is past time to 
expel the police from sf pride, cops who regularly murder 
black and brown people and whose institutional mandate is 
to protect the greedy ruling class.  Gay Shame also calls for 
kicking the corporations out of pride. Pride is the biggest 
money-making tourist event in san francisco and is literally 
a sea of corporate logos and annoying capitalist floats, all 
rigidly forced into boring contingents, behind barricades 
marshaled by police.

Over the years since the beginning of gay liberation 
marches, which began a year after the  Stonewall rebellion 
in 1970, people have fought to reclaim them as part of our 
insurrectionary movement. In 1992 ACT UP effectively 
slowed the SF pride to a snail’s pace by dying-in every seven 
minutes for the entire length of the parade route, to underscore 
that someone was dying from AIDS every seven minutes.  
LAGAI Queer Insurrection in the early 90’s carried a ban-
ner of a burning police car with the slogan  IT’S RIGHT TO 
REBEL directly behind the police contingent marching in 
pride. In 1998 LAGAI did a big Crash the Parade campaign, 
complete with creative wheat pasting, urging people to tear 
down the barricades and resist the corporate takeover of pride. 
Our slogan was “IT’S A MOVEMENT NOT A MARKET.” 
In 2002 Gay Shame had a vomitorium specifically targeting 
budweiser, a heinous corporate sponsor. Gay Shame activ-
ists made a seven-foot-tall cardboard budweiser can that 
read “Vomit Out Budweiser Pride and the Selling of Queer 
Identities.” Gay Shame tells the story of dumping a bunch 
of big stuffed couches into the parade route in an effort to 
shut down the parade.

More recently, in conjunction with the Movement for 
Black Lives, Queer and Trans people of Color and allies 
have disrupted a number of pride marches calling out the 
heinous police violence and murder. In 2017 people blocked 
the columbus ohio pride highlighting the police murder 
of Philando Castile. Four Black Queers, Wripley Bennet, 
Kendall Denton, Ashley Braxton and Deandre Miles, were 
arrested and subjected to a year of court proceedings. They 
were convicted of misdemeanor charges of resisting arrest 
and disorderly conduct in spite of a campaign to get the 
charges dropped. All four eventually got probation.  Also in 
June 2017 No Justice No Pride in Washington DC disrupted 
pride forcing the parade to be rerouted.  Disruptions were 
successfully carried out in boston, minneapolis, chicago, 
seattle, phoenix and new york city, all demanding the end to 
police violence and participation of police and corporations 
in annual pride marches.

This movement to confront corporate pride and police 
presence has become worldwide and has had some success. 
Toshio from Gay Shame compiled a list of cities that currently 

Five-O Outta of 
PRIDE™ 50

It’s been 50 years since Stonewall and still we 
have cops at PRIDE™. Stonewall was a series of riots 
in New York City against police repression and violence 
where trans women, dykes, fags, butches, hair fairies, 
street queens (and much more) fought back.  In the past 
half-century since, police violence against trans/queer 
people people of color, has not decreased, but has in 
fact substantially increased through daily harassment, 
evictions, ICE raids, sex worker stings, and homeless 
sweeps that funnel trans/queer people of color into the 
Prison Industrial Complex. Despite this routine violence 
police visit upon queer and trans communities, at 
PRIDE™ festivals across the world the police constitute a 
heavy participatory presence. PRIDE™ is now little more 
than a marketing scam for partying straight people, tech 
companies, and other murderous corporations, lead by 
rainbow colored cop cars.  

 While we remember the histories of Stonewall and 
Compton’s, lets find ways to collectively commemorate, 
re-(in)state and embody the promises those nights held 
for queer and trans futures, possibilities, and liberation.

Join us in demanding an immediate and permanent 
ban of police at PRIDE™.

So long as PRIDE™ continues to enable and wel-
come the presence of the police, we ask that people 
participate in a complete boycott (physical, financial, 
cultural, existential) because we refuse to be paraded by 
cops. A boycott of PRIDE™, for participating individuals 
and organizations, means:

• Don’t attend the parade itself, or SF Pride events 
throughout the month.

• Don’t organize or participate in a parade contingent
• Don’t become a member of SF Pride or join the Board 

of Directors
• Don’t marshal (already a militaristic term in itself) the 

parade or accept any titles, honors or accolades
• Don’t sponsor SF Pride
• Don’t spend money on or at any SF Pride events, 

vendors, sponsors, etc.
• Don’t create content or art for Pride
• Don’t perform at Pride
• Don’t share SF Pride media or content
• Don’t accept money or donations from SF Pride
• Don’t Uber with Pride©  

Cops and Corps Out of Pride!

cont’d on page 
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John Iverson
John Iversen passed away Monday, Oct. 1, 2019 in 

Berkeley after experiencing a massive stroke. He was 69. 
Part Chippewa, John was a member of the Bois Forte Tribe 
in Minnesota. John did campus organizing against the Viet-
nam War, then worked with a community kitchen run by the 
Black Panther Defense Committee, a health center run by the 
Chicano Brown Berets, and with the United Farm Workers. 
He was at Wounded Knee.

In the 1980s, John was on the steering committee for 
Local 535 SEIU where he helped win grievances against the 
city of Berkley for underpayment of service workers, joining 
the contract negotiating teams for city workers in 1980s.

In the late 1980s, he started a band called The Stickers, 
later renamed Dreams Die Hard. A song of John’s criticiz-
ing Oliver North gained some notoriety with campus radio 
stations and Dreams Die Hard performed around London.

John was a core AIDS activist from the very earliest 
years. In 1989 he co-founded ACT-Up East Bay and the 
Berkeley Needle Exchange in 1990 and other groups. When 
effective AIDS drugs finally became available, John stayed 
active. He moved directly to working to make the new drugs 
available to people who had no access to them. He collected 
them, loading them up on a plane, and physically taking them 
to wherever they were needed around the world. 

He became a life-long supporter of Leonard Peltier, 
unsuccessfully pleading with President Barack Obama to 
grant Peltier clemency prior to leaving office. Individu-
als are encouraged to make a contribution in John’s name 
through taking an action for justice in an area of your choice 
or sending a donation to either the International Leonard 
Peltier Defense Committee or the work of Winona LaDuke 
Executive Director – Honor the Earth.

John might best be expressed as complex and feisty, but 
always engaged and active in a broad range of social justice 
issues. The memorial for John will be Sunday, May 5 at noon 
at the South Berkeley Senior Center, 2939 Ellis St., Berkeley.
Excerpted with permission from the obituary by Douglas 
Conrad in Berkeleyside.

Iris May McGinnis
Iris May McGinnis, born Margaret Ann Ruch in 

Germantown, Pennsylvania, died at home in Santa Rosa, 
California, on March 1, 2019. She was 75. 

Iris was a child care worker and an active member 
of Reclaiming, the Bay Area’s large pagan social justice 
community. She was particularly active in the fight against 
nuclear weapons, and later on equality for disabled people, 
housing rights and health care for all. She was a wheelchair 
user for the last fifteen years or so, and at times was house-
less or precariously housed.

She was smart, funny, a queer woman and a powerful 
witch. She could communicate with spirits and make broken 
watches work again. 

A friend of hers says, “If you want to do something 
in Iris’ memory, do something to fight fascism, racist, or 
systemic poverty this week.”

by Lisa
One of my dearest friends asked me to write a good news 

column about the environment—and I tried but it is just so 
hard to find good news. Here are a few snippets:

Pacific gray whales which migrate along the west coast 
have rebounded remarkably over the past few decades due 
to conservation efforts, particularly protections for breeding 
and rearing areas in several parts of Baja Mexico including 
at San Ignacio lagoon.  I just got to fulfill a long term dream 
to see the whales there and it was awesome—I didn’t get 
any good photos but I did see whales up close and lots of 
breaching and spy hopping—really amazing to be so close 
to such large animals.   These whales are still at risk during 
their long migration to Alaska and back from ship strikes, 
crab lines and other fishing gear, and plastic trash, but things 
are looking up. (Unfortunately the vaquita, the smallest and 
most endangered cetacean – similar to a porpoise-- found 
only in the Sea of Cortez between Baja and the mainland of 
Mexico, are down to the last 10. The vaquita faces a single 
threat: entanglement in illegal gillnets set for shrimp and 
various fish species, including endangered totoaba. Totoaba 
swim bladders are illegally exported by organized criminal 
syndicates from Mexico to China, where they are highly 
valued for their perceived medicinal properties. “perceived 
medical properties” is also why rhinoceros are being hunted 
to extinction for their horns. Wait, sorry, this isn’t good 
news…. Back to the good news.)

Sea stars, which used to be called starfish when I was 
a kid, appear to be making a bit of a comeback along the 
California coast after being decimated by a wasting disease 
caused by a virus (a densovirus) that is spreading due to 

ocean warming. (However, while some sea stars seem to be 
doing better, the large Sunflower sea stars --about the size 
of a car tire and packing as many as two dozen arms--were 
highly susceptible to the virus. The loss of Sunflower sea 
stars endangers one of the ocean’s most diverse kelp bed 
ecosystems. The sunflower sea stars feast on sea urchins 
which will eat almost anything, including kelp. In some 
places, the loss of sunflower sea stars to disease – up to 
90% estimated in some areas-- triggered a cascade where 
sea urchin numbers boomed and kelp forests shrunk. With 
waters continuing to warm, these key habitats that provide 
abundant food for many species are at risk. Oh no, I fell off 
the good news track again…)

Antibiotics? How is that good news? Well, fighting 
against EPA allowing spraying antibiotics is a good thing! 
EPA is considering a proposal that would allow for expanded 
antibiotic spraying on citrus fields. (Expanded! I never even 
knew any of this was happening before!) Under the proposal, 
citrus growers would be allowed to spray more than 650,000 
pounds of streptomycin on citrus fields to treat the bacte-
ria that causes citrus greening disease—this would be the 
largest-ever use of a medically important antibiotic in plant 
agriculture in the US. But spraying streptomycin on citrus 
fields would be an irresponsible use of an antibiotic that’s 
considered critically important for human health by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) because the more an antibiotic 
is used, the greater the risk that bacteria resistant to the drugs 
will flourish and spread. It sure looks like those risks – that 
more bacteria will become resistant to this widely relied on 
antibiotic certainly outweigh any benefit to the industry from 
spraying massive amounts of streptomycin on citrus fields.   

Whales, starfish and antibiotics: Is there any good news 
on the environment?

Barbara Hammer died 
in early March of ovarian 
cancer diagnosed 12 years 
ago.  She was a pioneering 
and experimental filmmak-
er specializing in stories of 
lesbian life and love. Born 
in 1939 in Hollywood CA, 
Hammer began her 40-
year career in 1968 with 
“Schizy” and went on to 
direct more than 75 shorts 
and features. “Dyketactics” 
was the first of Hammer’s 
many explorations of the 
lived realities of lesbians 
from a queer and female 
perspective, and it was revolutionary at the time (maybe still 
is). Made at a time when queer experimental filmmaking 
was still dominated by white men, Hammer’s films opened 
up new possibilities for lesbian artists of all kinds. “Dyket-
actics”, made in 1974, depicts a group of nude women in 
an Edenic forest, their bodies intertwined in the midst of 
forming a community. Hammer often described the work 
as a depiction of lesbian sex from a lesbian point-of-view 
and positioned it as filmmaking about women devoid of the 
ever-present male gaze.

Like many lesbians who lived through the AIDS crisis, 
Hammer was an activist during the 1980s and created work 
that was a response to the millions of people who were dy-
ing. She was teaching at Columbia College in Chicago in 
1985 when she first learned about the virus. Her 1986 film 
“Snow Job”, about the media hysteria of AIDS, was created 
in the midst of the epidemic, as more and more people died 
amid seeming indifference from a government and healthcare 
system too slow to respond to the crisis and ensuing hysteria 
around HIV/AIDS. 

Hammer was committed to supporting early career art-
ists, and in 2017 she established—with money she received 
when Yale acquired her papers—the Barbara Hammer Les-
bian Experimental Filmmaking Grant, which is administered 
by the nonprofit Queer|Art. The annual $5,000 grant was 
awarded to Fair Brane in 2017 and Miatta Kawinzi in 2018. 
In a 2017 statement about the creation of the award, Hammer 
said, “It has been the goal of my life to put a lesbian lifestyle 
on the screen. Why?  Because when I started I couldn’t find 
any! . . . Working as a lesbian filmmaker in the ’70s wasn’t 
easy in the social structure . . . and I want this grant to make 
it easier for lesbians of today.”

In her final years, Hammer was an outspoken advocate 
for people’s right to die, an option she hoped for after having 
exhausted all forms of treatment of her disease. Last October, 
she performed The Art of Dying or (Palliative Art Making in 
the Age of Anxiety) at the Whitney Museum in New York, in 
which she detailed her journey of art-making in times of joy 
and pain and her desire to die “a dignified death.”

Barbara Hammer don’t allow cops (or at least no cops in uniform): Gothenburg, 
Sweden; Auckland, New Zealand; London, Ontario; Minne-
apolis; Toronto; Sacramento; Calgary, Alberta; Edmonton, 
Alberta. Charlotte, North Carolina, Columbus, Ohio, New 
Orleans, Paris, Nice, Toulouse, Lyon, and Cologne, Germany 
all have cop-and-corp-free alternative pride celebrations.

Old radical dykes have become increasingly appalled by 
what’s been happening at the Dyke March. We all assemble 
with excitement on 18th and Dolores to see the exuberant 
expression of all things dyke. The last couple years have 
been marred by a hideous display of a battalion of killer 
cops leading off the march before the Dykes on Bikes, the 
lead truck and the disabled cable car. We scream ourselves 
hoarse COPS OUT OF THE MARCH. It is an outrage and 
affront to our liberation.  

I decided to go to the first meeting of the Dyke March 
2019 planning committee to discuss the issue of police in the 
march. It had been 30 years since I went to a Dyke march 
planning meeting so it was not such a surprise that things have 
changed. The Dyke March itself has never gotten a permit for 
the march and that is still true. However the party/slash rally 
in Dolores Park has mushroomed into an enormous event, 
requiring a lot from the entirely voluntary committee struc-
ture of the Dyke March. About 20 people showed up, about 
half queers of color, all at least 30 years younger than me. 

The meeting  had the requisite ice breaker, involving 
butcher paper and markers. I was taken aback when someone 
from the outreach committee rushed over to me and began 
busily outreaching at me, because I am so old, while I was 
trying to shrink into an anonymous corner. I was able to get 
past all this and floated the question of what to do about the 
cops at the Dyke March. Turns out that they also really really 
don’t want the police, but say that the police have become 
ever more aggressive and demanding with them each year. 
Apparently there are police snipers on buildings above the 
march. They also said that the Dykes On Bikes have become 
increasingly alienated because of police stipulations on them. 
Although they seemed interested in getting the police out 
of the Dyke March, they are clearly preoccupied with the 
myriad of logistics involved with putting on the extensive 
event in Dolores Park.  The city requires a $10,000 permit 
for the park and major cooperation with agencies and the 
police who close the neighborhood streets.

We in LAGAI and Gay Shame have a number of creative 
ideas about what could be done to improve this nasty police 
problem at the Dyke March. To further this aim, I girded my 
loins and signed up for the safety committee: god forbid! 
Anyone who wants to help us make this happen should go 
to thedykemarch.org and sign up for their committee and 
updates.

We will also approach the Trans March about their 
police problem. 

We must reclaim our liberation! 
COPS OUT OF PRIDE 

No Pride in Cops or Corps
continued from page 1
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by Carla
The current wave of teacher strikes began in predomi-

nately red states such as West Virginia and Oklahoma (2018), 
in which teachers demanded a more equitable distribution 
of resources for funding education.   The current California 
strikes in Los Angeles and Oakland continued the struggles 
of 2018. They began a conversation with the communities 
they serve to challenge the narrative from one that demon-
izes our public schools to one that provides a foundation to 
discuss changes in educational policies that support student 
needs, further democracy in unions and the communities, 
and assert worker’s rights. The early strikes in 2018 created 
a climate of acceptance for #RedForEd that persists as a 
national movement.  

The success of the 2018 statewide strikes resulted in a 
backlash, demonstrating that the struggle is far from over.   In 
February, 2019, on the anniversary of the first strike in West 
Virginia, and only a few weeks after the January Los Angeles 
strike in California,  the West Virginia state legislature tried 
to pass punitive legislation to stop the teachers movement.  
Many educators viewed this legislation as retaliation for 
the success of their strike in 2018.  The state education bill 
was an anti-public education attack on teachers who stand 
ready to organize for their own and their students’ rights.   
This legislation is part of a concerted action by conservative 
organizations, including the extreme-right-wing American 
Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) and a network of 
organizations associated with the Koch brothers and the 
Secretary of Education, DeVos.  The legislation would have 
made it easier to fire teachers, to deny pay for future strikes 
and to undercut funding for public schools by sending money 
to charter and private schools, including religious schools.    
On February 19, 2019 West Virginia teachers walked off 
the job again, and were able to defeat the state’s education 
legislation.  

The West Virginia state legislature, as with many state 
legislatures, tried to dictate public school reforms without 
input from teachers, support professionals and communities.  

One teacher commented, “teachers could tell you what 
real reform looks like.” (Salifa, Spring Mills High, W. VA).  
Teachers are calling for smaller class sizes, appropriate and 
useful training, collaboration time, nurses at each school 
site, librarians, revenues for providing quality education to 
all students regardless of economic status, and competitive 
salaries.  

One of the greatest victories of the United Teachers 
of Los Angeles (UTLA) strike derived from the union’s 
concerted effort to bargain issues that were important to the 
diverse Los Angeles communities.  The support of students, 
parents and LA residents was evident when over 60,000 
people attended a demonstration in favor of  UTLA’s bargain-
ing team.  In LA, 30,000 union member educators signed in 
stating that they stood strong on the picket line.  This made 
the strike one of the largest strikes in the country in the last 
decade.   This strike was unimaginable even 10 years ago.  
What, then, has changed over the past 10 years?  

The message that enabled the union to engage new mem-
bers and the communities is that the union is bargaining for 
the “common good” and that teachers’ working conditions 
are integrally bound up with students’ learning conditions.   
Issues that previously were seen as “non-contract” issues, 
meaning that the teachers unions had no right to bargain on 
these issues, such as school closures, the continued growth 
of charter schools, programs in the schools that addressed 
the community’s needs, and equitable education for all stu-
dents, are now on the table.  The push by teachers to have a 
union that addresses social justice issues including systemic 
racism that results in over-policing in the schools and fuels 
the “school-to-prison pipeline,” as well as the attacks on 
immigrant students, has strengthened the union’s position. 
It has extended its reach beyond the customary “bread and 
butter” issues that were the focus of many unions in the past.  
Collective bargaining for salary and working conditions of 
educators are now only a part of the bargaining strategy.   The 
bargaining for salary also has been extended to addressing 
the need to attract and retain teachers of color who are more 
likely to understand the needs of the communities they serve. 

For too long charter schools have been presented as the 
alternative to so-called “failing schools.”  Charter school law 
in California allows charter schools to circumvent some of the 

requirements placed on our traditional public schools.  They 
have been freer to experiment with programs in a way often 
denied to public schools.  One of the demands of UTLA was to 
allow public schools to offer programs that a particular com-
munity would want for their students so that the traditional 
public schools would have the ability to implement programs 
that previously had only been allowed in charter schools or 
that have been cut from schools due to budget cuts, such as 
music and art, ethnic studies, and computer classes due to 
budget cuts. Bargaining resulted in the agreement to establish 
30 “community schools,” allowing for the input of parents, 
which is often seen as a positive element in charter schools. 

Developing strong leadership and organizing skills in 
which leaders engage with rank-and-file members so that all 
union members begin to see themselves as union activists 
is another change that came as the teacher unions and other 
public sector unions faced the consequences of Janus v. AF-
SCME, which ended the right of unions to collect dues from 
non-members as an “agency fee.” When teachers were able 
to opt out of union membership, the union leadership had to 
organize one-to-one with their members to convince them that 
union membership would address their needs as teachers who 
cared about social justice issues.  Prior to the Supreme Court 
cases the union knew it had to create an organizing climate in 
the union, especially in the California Teachers Association 
(CTA), as opposed to perpetuating a service model of union-
ism.  UTLA was able to work with an organizing model to 
reach over 30,000 educators and hundreds of schools.  This 
work began at CTA’s state council and was brought back to 
the local unions.  

Shortly after the UTLA strike, Oakland teachers voted to 
strike.  Prior to the formal strike in Oakland Unified School 
District (OUSD), several schools followed the example of 
the West Virginia teachers and held wildcat strikes.  These 
teachers believed that they didn’t need to wait for a large 
organization to confer on them the right to speak out.  They 
saw that teachers in other states used their voices and power 
in numbers to address longstanding inequities in education. 
Theoretically, these were “illegal” because they didn’t follow 
procedures that public employees must follow to strike, but 
the teachers who did wildcat strikes used the power they had 
to withhold their services to force a discussion of policies to 
bolster worker and student rights.  

The strike in Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) 
by the Oakland Education Association (OEA) took up some 
of the points of the Los Angeles strike by demanding an end 
to school closures and the opening of new charter schools.  
OEA also created links with communities in Oakland, and 
many churches and neighborhood organizations supported 
“Solidarity Schools” for students who needed a place to go 
during the strikes.  Thus, the union, through its connection 
to the communities, addressed the economic hardships that 
some families would face during the strike.

OEA also is calling for greater accountability for charter 
schools that use public tax dollars, frequently for the profit of 
private companies.  School closures, under the guise that a 
building isn’t safe or needs to be consolidated due to a lack of 
students, destroy community public schools and often leads to 
the replacement of such schools by charter schools.  National 
studies such as the PEW report and the Schott Foundation 
for Public Education (New York) show that neither budgetary 
savings nor improved performance are guaranteed by school 
closures.  Studies have also shown that there is frequently a 
negative impact on the community where a public school is 
closed.  These studies have been conducted in major urban 
areas such as New York, Chicago, Philadelphia and Detroit.   

As the weeks pass after the strikes it is evident that there 
is still much work to be done.  Both Los Angeles and Oakland 
teachers were not totally satisfied with the resolution of the 
strikes, but many people admitted that the conversation and 
media coverage of public schools has shifted to a more posi-
tive view of public schools and toward the real needs of the 
students in our schools.  After decades of conservatives work-
ing to destroy public schools, beginning with Reagan who 
wanted to dismantle the Department of Education, people are 
beginning to realize that on-going support for public schools 
is essential.  They see that their work in unions is the defense 
of what belongs to the “public,” and stands in opposition to 
a profit-making model of education. 

Currently, the Oakland USD school board is blaming 
the teacher contract for the fact that they want to cut millions 
from support services.   The school board does not discuss 

that OUSD spends 107% more on administrators than the 
state average for large districts, nor do they mention that 
Oakland has more teachers on special assignment (out of the 
classroom) than most districts, or that OUSD spends more 
on consultants than the average for large California districts.  
Oakland also owes the state about 36 million dollars of a 
100 million dollar loan they were forced to take when they 
went into state receivership.  Yet, neither the school board 
nor the California state legislature mentions that the district 
did not need the full 100 million that was negotiated by Don 
Perata (2003) through legislation in the State Senate.  This 
loan, state receivership and a series of superintendents who 
allowed the development of an inordinate amount of charter 
schools, have hurt the finances of Oakland.  Many agree that 
the Oakland school district has been mismanaged by district 
and state appointed officers, but few have stood up to the 
administration to address the mismanagement.     

In addition, public schools in California have been de-
stroyed since 1978 by Proposition 13 and there is currently 
a move to amend the proposition so that large corporations 
will pay their fair share of property taxes.  Proposition 13’s 
property tax cuts resulted in a severe funding shortfall in 
public schools which places California at 43rd  out of the 50 
states in per pupil spending per year.   However, under the 
most recent funding formula of public schools, schools with 
a high percentage of English Language Learners and with 
students on free or reduced lunch receive more state money 
than schools that have a community funding base.  There-
fore, Oakland received 25% more revenue per student than 
the average unified school district in the state.   The money 
Oakland Unified School District receives from the state and 
from local parcel taxes belongs to the people of Oakland 
and should be going into the schools.  Therefore, just as 
the West Virginia educators had to strike again this year to 
demand justice, so the battle in California for control and 
accountability of public schools is not over.  The next level of 
struggle is at the state level and to demand that corporations 
pay their fair share of taxes to fund the public institutions 
from which they also derive benefits.  The teachers unions 
are building upon the leadership developed as they organized 
the strikes to continue to fight for the rights of their students 
and communities.   

Teachers Organize to Stop the Takeover of Public Institutions

Uprising in Haiti
On November 15, 2018, in the midst of mass demon-

strations taking place across the length and breadth of Haiti, 
Fanmi Lavalas Political Organization, the party of Haiti’s 
poor majority, issued a statement titled Crisis and Resolu-
tion. In the statement, Fanmi Lavalas denounced the regime 
of president Jovenel Moise and prime minister Jean-Henri 
Ceant as corrupt and dictatorial, and called for a transitional 
government for a period of three years to address the needs 
of the population and to set the stage for new elections for an 
inclusive and democratic government. The statement closes 
with the following:

Fanmi Lavalas Political Organization continues to stand 
firmly with the Haitian people to “chavire chodyè a (overturn 
the cauldron).” No cosmetic solution will bring an effective 
and lasting solution to the crisis in which we are plunged. 
This system has run its course. It cannot be patched up. It 
must be changed.

In the months since the statement was released, Haiti’s 
population has been in the streets without let up, risking their 
lives each and every day as they attempt to oust the Moise-
Ceant government. The Petro Caribe scandal, in which some 
$4.2 billion worth of funds made available through a Ven-
ezuelan government program and targeted for infrastructure 
and social services, was pocketed by Haitian government 
officials and their business cronies, has proven to be the tip-
ping point—just like the rise in fuel prices last July that led 
to an earlier massive rebellion.

But the roots of the crisis go much deeper than rising 
fuel prices or a corruption scandal. The current Haitian 
government has no legitimacy; it is a classic puppet regime, 
there to do the bidding of its international sponsors in the 
UN headquarters in New York, in Washington, Ontario and 

continued on page 8
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Christmas All Alone
In a judicial system that continues to enslave blackmen, 

mandatory minimums continue to hold us hostage. Living in 
a system that continues to be unfair in all of America.  The 
judiciary is just another way to sell us off legally. The system 
within its self knows that it is biased towards us. However, 
the system knows that we will not stand up long enough to 
demand change. The cultural mandate has been prisoned 
psychological wise. To punish the very effects of crime, the 
judiciary should be fair. However it is not fair.

The scales of justice have destroyed any hope of justice 
for a people who has been done wrong for decades, let alone 
centuries. Some will say that it is not a RACE issue, when 
clearly it is just that – a RACE issue. I am by no means rac-
ist for I have white friends. Nevertheless we must be honest 
when it comes to the prison system. I have white brothers 
who understand the seriousness of being fair and held back. 
Change is needed desperately for all of us no matter your 
ethnicities.  We are dying in this place and there is no proper 
help once you fall into this Hell.

A lot of us have no idea what real LOVE is because 
those who were supposed to LOVE us were the first ones to 
abandon us. It makes no difference if you are gay or straight, 
we need LOVE. This time of year is painful, hurtful and so 
many of us suffer with a broken heart. We feel unwanted. We 
shouldn’t have to feel this way. Some people will scream ‘I 
didn’t put you there.’  ‘It’s not my fault’ they will scream. 
We must learn to hold one another accountable so we can see 
change. Whether guilty or not, a man and/or woman deserve 
another chance at having a life. Once we become a ward of 
the State there is no rehabilitation to get us home where we 
belong. A lot of us have rehabilitated ourselves. So here we 
are, another Christmas incarcerated without any help.

Prison shouldn’t be a place where you take another hu-
man’s life forever. A life sentence should be 25 years. Look 
at the charge and status before giving a life sentence without 
parole. A great deal of us have life in numerical order. Here 
again the sentence guideline is unfair to all but harsher to a 
blackman. We are killed in the streets or we kill each other 
and then the system kills us. So there is no win.  Things must 
change if we want to see us, a people, get better.

Calling for help. Please help us. Those of us who may 
have committed crimes or have faced an injustice in the ju-
dicial are calling for you all to be fair. I cannot fathom why 
the NAACP will not do more. Where are the people who 
organize Black Lives Matter? These very people take to the 
streets to demand justice on other issues. What about us? 
Where is the Black Church? Or the Church period? Prison 
reform on the state level needs to be addressed.

All we want for Christmas is help of any kind. People 
have a tendency to want grace, mercy and forgiveness for 
themselves. However, they always want condemnation for 
everyone else. Minister Antonio Ripley #0344995, Nashville 
C.C. PO Box 600, Nashville NC 27856

by Julie
As reported in the last issue of UV, the Pennsylvania DOC 

drastically changed their mail policy in September, requiring 
all mail to be sent to a privately run mail processing center in 
Florida (books and magazines to be sent to a central place in 
PA) and legal mail to be opened, shaken (yes, shaken), copied 
by guards and then given to the addressee.  All Fall 2018 issues 
of UV sent to PA prisoners were returned. After many emails 
back and forth with a representative of the DOC, it was decided 
that UV was enough of a newspaper to be sent directly to the 
subscriber at their prison address.  As far as we can tell, the 
Winter 2019 issue has been received.  Please let us know if 
you haven’t.  That’s the relatively good news.

The first significant legal test of the new policy began in 
February in Harrisburg PA with federal hearings on a petition 
for a preliminary injunction filed by the ACLU and Abolition-
ist Law Center, claiming that the department’s new policy 
on legal mail infringes on their constitutionally protected 
free speech and violates attorney-client privilege. Lawyers 
including Pennsylvania-based federal defenders say they have 
stopped sending mail at all; they said it would be unethical to 
do so because of the potential confidentiality violations.  �The 
alternatives available to communicate with clients in the DOC 
really aren’t reasonable alternatives at all,” one lawyer said. 
There is no resolution yet.

But more states are implementing different obstacles for 
prisoners to receive mail. We received a letter from a prisoner 
in Orlando FL asking to be taken off the mailing list because 
the prison keeps rejecting UltraViolet.  An inmate in Raiford 
FL wrote that his newsletter was rejected because we printed 
articles by prisoners and included their names and addresses.  
To quote the rejection letter, “…contains personal information 

Mail Monstrosities
… which … presents a threat to the security, order or rehabilita-
tive objectives of the correctional system.”  I didn’t know the 
prison had any rehabilitative objectives. 

In March of last year, Michigan DOC made significant 
changes to their mail policy, including no homemade greeting 
cards, no use of crayons or highlighters, no photographs or pic-
tures unless printed on white standard weight paper. The latest 
rejections of UV have been from Ionia C.F. in Ionia Michigan. 
We received 4 letters stating that mail cannot have …”stamps, 
stickers, labels or anything affixed to the paper with an adhe-
sive.” We will try to contact the ACLU in Michigan and we’ll 
try to reach someone at the prison.  Please let us know if you 
know someone who has not been receiving their newsletter.

An inmate from an AZ State prison sent us a packet of 
exclusion letters he received from the Arizona DOC for maga-
zines such as Cosmopolitan, Glamour, US Weekly, Esquire, 
Marie Claire and Elle. He said,“… you will see that A.D.O.C. 
has been using [their] policy to stop inmates like me from 
receiving any magazines.” So far, UV has been allowed in AZ.

UltraViolet comes out 4x/year.  If you or someone you 
know hasn’t been receiving their UV, please let us know and 
contact the nearest ACLU office. It is despicable that prisons are 
making it harder for people to get mail. I would think reading 
letters/articles from other prisoners, communicating with the 
outside world and learning new things would all contribute 
to a prisoner’s (and a prison’s) well-being.  There are studies 
that prove that people do better when they are not isolated. 
Simple logic also proves that. There should be free and easy 
communication between all prisoners and their supporters on 
the outside. It would help everyone. Journalism Guild Class/San Quentin News

Drawing by Marlon McCowan #113353 Florence AZ

Shorts From Inside
I wanted to take the time to thank you for all you do. 

Prison is a place of isolation and loneliness, a place where 
we’re separated from everything, including community and 
the people we love. But the work you do BUILDS commu-
nity and RECONNECTS us to the world. You make those 
of us in the family feel less alone. You shed light on issues 
that affect us both in here and out there. You provide us with 
knowledge of resources that can help us while incarcerated. 
And you inspire many of us to continue the cycle of support 
when we get our, and like you, do what we can to help those 
on the inside and make the world a better (more colorful) 
place. 2018 was a transformative year for me and you were 
part of that. RD, Raiford FL

I received the latest issue of UltraViolet and it was re-
freshing to see you have remained faithful to the issues over 
the years. I hope to be released soon and this time would like 
to remain a subscriber once released. In any event, I go to the 
parole board next week and will either be working from this 
cage or working from the street … to contribute something 
of value to the struggle. RY, Indian Springs NV

Well, on another note I want to say to all my family 
who are having a rough time with finding true love uncon-
ditional love here’s what I say you should do take some time 
out for yourself to re-think your life and ask yourself what 
went wrong what you done that wasn’t right and how you 
can make it right so the next time you won’t make the same 
mistake or do better if you and your man or woman get back 
together and try to fix the bitterness of broken pieces. Miss 
Juicy Queen Bee. Albion PA

I would like to meet you all that make the UV an ir-
ritant to jackasses. Unless y’all want to come down to the 
Ozarks for a vacation. Don’t worry there’s a lot of Hillbilly 
Charm – Anarchist style.  Ha! Ha!  Anyway I just wanted 
to say thank you (all of you) for doing what you do.  Nato 
Potato, Pacific MO

As I read the painfully short pages, I felt a heart-felt 
longing for “more”. To the brothers, sisters and in-betweens 
within your pages, I offer you the sincerest wishes for a 
beautiful new year, and an equally sincere thank you for your 
touching stories, comments and insights. MT, Canon City CO

Every queen has a choice and that choice is the choice 
of our action, our actions are the way we build our passion. 
Being that of a true queen has all types of Hell behind it. 
Being a master who masters herself, a messenger who mes-
sages herself, a king of queens, a queen of king … there 
are moments when laughter must be kept back and there 
are times when tears must be withheld, there is no fear iln 
the mastermind, we can train it ourselves.  With all love for 
“Black and Pink Rainbow Coalition of Arkansas. Just relax 
and fight. Foxxie Bee, Marianna AR

Please find enclosed my new address.  I have been get-
ting your newsletters for years.  They lift my spirits and make 
me proud to be who I truly am. RL, Waupun WI

UV helps me keep up with what is going on in the com-
munity and the world at large. I am an inmate in the AL prison 
system. I was a Licensed Practical Nurse for 15 years before 

the severe side effects of a popular stop smoking medication 
as seen on TV, led to uncharacteristic behavior resulting in 
imprisonment on a lengthy sentence … being gay [lesbian] 
in a small town did not help but I continue to hold my head 
high. Prison reform is very much needed. JB, Mt Meigs AL

I’m a prisoner here at T.T.C.C. in TN and I’m very 
interested in things you have to say concerning me and other 
people in the Gay and LGBTQ community. It means a lot to 
me to know that there’s people and organizations out there 
that care about me not only because I’m gay, but because we 
have strived for a lot to fight for rights in the gay community 
and society. DJ, Hartsville TN

I wish to inform you of how transgenders are treated 
by the unit managers of the housing unit [here in FCI Yazoo 
City]. She refers to Transgender women like myself under 
masculine pronouns like sir, him, he, his etc She has put me 
in for a transfer , trying to get me to a higher level prison.  
She states that I have poor living skills when I’ve tried to 
program and even am the facilitator of the Druid religious 
group. I want this published on how the BOP discriminates 
against transgenders that request their rights like myself. RM 
AKA HQ, Yazoo City MS

Dear LQBTQ fam at UltraViolet. My name is Gideon. 
I’m validated as a gang member because I run with a group 
called Gay Boys Gangsters. We protect the LGBTQ fam in 
here. There are only 3 other LGBTQ people at this prison. 
CDCR transferred me because I ran across the yard and got 
shot and tear gassed. I ran across to help a Black Transgender 
who was my cell mate. The whites were jumping her, 4 of 
them. GG, Tehachapi CA

Please let people know that the IWW is a Union that lets 
incarcerated persons join as members. I am a member of the 
Industrial Workers of the World and I can tell y’all it’s a very 
positive and powerful Union to be part of. I’ll be glad to sub-
mit articles once I get a typewriter because pushing this pen 
is absolute hell. JM Tennessee Colony TX [IWW General 
Headquarters, POB 180195, Chicago IL 60618]

I am a Transgender woman trying to get by in a man’s 
prison. A friend let me read your quarterly UltraViolet and 
I really enjoyed it. I really related with your article on “The 
Horrors of Self-Surgery”. I have been cutting on my male 
genital area since the age of 17. I am now 52 years old. I 
have tried self-orchiectomy twice and failed. I had even 
asked a friend to help me with the self-orchiectomy and he 
agreed. However, after reading your article the day before 
we were going to do it – I changed my mind. Thank you. 
MA, Lexington OK

If I had 5 minutes to talk about something with trump, 
here’s what I would talk about. Ending hate by police officers, 
stop worrying about Transgenders and protect our children 
by building more schools, end life sentences. If you ask me, 
I’d rather see mentally ill people get help. Prison don’t help 
rapists or people who abuse children. They go right back 
out and do the same thing. The Prison Rape Elimination 
Act discriminates against inmates especially homosexuals. 
WC, Albion PA
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On March 13, governor newsom issued an executive 
order placing a moratorium on executions in California. He 
also repealed the lethal injection protocol, which the state 
has revised repeatedly since being held unconstitutional by 
the federal court in 2006, effectively stopping executions. 
Newsom also ordered the new “death chamber” at San 
Quentin dismantled. In his executive order he acknowledged 
that people of color, poor people and people with mental 
disabilities were much more likely to be sentenced to death. 

This is kind of shocking for those of us who have come 
to expect a complete lack of courage or ethics from elected 
officials. Unlike newsom’s order to begin gay marriage in SF, 
it’s hard to see what he gained politically in a state in which 
the death penalty has been successfully used to promote right 
wing agendas, and get rid of more liberal judges such as Rose 
Bird, for the past 40 years. 

Recently, support for executions in California has 
dropped, which caused some death penalty opponents to 
create Proposition 62 in 2016. If it had passed, it would have 
replaced the death penalty with life in prison without possibil-
ity of parole (LWOP), and commuted all existing sentences 
to LWOP. It also would have permitted the supreme court to 
return existing mandatory appeals to lower courts, as well as 
requiring higher rates of restitution payments and imposing 
virtually unrestricted work requirements. Many incarcerated 
people and prison activists opposed, or did not support, Prop 
62.  At the same time, Prop 66 was put forth by district at-
torneys and law enforcement. It advocated “speeding up” 
the death penalty by limiting appeals to a 5-year period, and 
requiring unqualified attorneys to take death penalty appeals. 
Prop 62 was narrowly defeated, 53 to 47 percent, and prop 66 
even more narrowly passed, 51 to 49 percent. Prop 66 was 
upheld by the california supreme court in 2017, although the 
court stated that the 5-year limit for appeals couldn’t be used 
to limit a person’s appeal rights.

In recent years, support for executions has declined 
nationwide. Twenty states and DC have no death penalty, 

and governors in three other states (Colorado, Oregon and 
Pennsylvania) have imposed moratoriums (or moratoria for 
those of you who care).  

Newsom’s order does not change any death sentence. 
All the 737 people currently awaiting execution remain at 
risk. Pending appeals will still go forward, as, we hope, will 
the new evidence review newsom ordered in the case of 
Kevin Cooper. 

Newsom is being encouraged to commute the sentences 
of all 737 people. Under the California constitution the 
governor can commute the sentence, or pardon, about half 
of them, those who do not have a previous felony convic-
tion. For the other almost 400 people, any commutation or 
pardon must be approved by a majority (4) of the California 
supreme court judges. Although this provision has been in 
the constitution since 1879, prior to 2018, it had only been 
used once, in the case of a labor “radical” Warren K. Bill-
ings, whose commutation was denied in 1930, but eventually 
upheld in 1939. Billings was pardoned by governor brown 
the father in 1961. 

Then last fall, the supreme court blocked 10 of outgoing 
governor jerry brown’s clemency applications without stat-
ing a reason.  Newsom has said he would wait on proposing 
commutation until the court explains the reason for blocking 
those requests.

While commutation would end the threat of execution, 
it’s important that newsom, who supported Prop 62, not 
impose LWOP as the alternative. According to the ACLU, 
LWOP has quadrupled in the last 20 years, and one out of 
every 30 people in prison can’t even apply for parole. Hu-
man rights, prison abolitionists, and incarcerated activists 
oppose LWOP. Like the death penalty, LWOP denies the 
possibility that a person changes throughout their lives. It 
permanently eliminates people from society, and leads to 
hopelessness, despair and suicide. The European Court of 
Human Rights ruled that whole-life jail sentences without 
any prospect of release amount to inhuman and degrading 
treatment of prisoners. 

People who are incarcerated in California’s prisons are 
living in conditions that include long-term solitary confine-
ment and physical abuse, denial of medical care, unhabitable 
physical environments, exposure to toxic and biological haz-
ards, and many other abuses that courts have held constituted 
cruel and unusual punishment.  

Yet we are inspired by the ways incarcerated people 
create lives and community in prison. There is no reason to 
force people to live out their lives within prison walls. No 
executions, no LWOP. Prison abolition is the answer. 

No Death, No LWOP The Struggle With-Him
**Active Gang Politics vs Sensitive Needs Yards (SNY)**
by Jesse

As a young boy, being half Mexican and white, I ex-
perienced racism at home.  I didn’t have to travel or even 
go outside to be judged by my heritage and have my future 
foretold for me. “You’re a no good Mexican just like your 
father” is what my grandma would scream at me when I was 
seven. I never quite shook that my whole life, regardless of 
the tone of my skin, because in some settings I could pass 
as white depending on how much sun I had got, internally 
her words never left me. In fact I let those words define me 
much of my life. 

In my small rural town it was a big deal when we got a 
stoplight put up at the top of the hill.  It was all dirt roads and 
kids with bare feet.  We had two small stores referred to by 
racial slurs because of who hung out in front of or owned that 
particular store. I guess it’s fair to say the topic of race was 
always present, just not easy to grasp as a child.  All I knew 
was some adults were mean to you for no apparent reason, 
and it didn’t make much sense.  It was difficult, not just to 
be sentenced to die in prison, but to be separated from your 
family for the rest of your life and combine that with thoughts 
of survival …  I was conscripted immediately to defend my 
race’s boundaries such as: drinking fountains, pull-up bars, 
handball and basketball courts and showers, phones and 
tables etc.  This was my segregated life in the gang.

We all have our values, however at some point we must 
examine those values to see if they are in line with who we 
want to be as people.  There’s no shame in having an evolving 
moral standard, principles change and as we age, we usually 
get wiser and not the opposite.

In my addiction to the gang lifestyle, I justified segrega-
tionist values as a way to keep the peace.  I’ve been on a SNY 
yard now several years and it’s the craziest thing – we all use 
the same drinking fountain without any problems.  Prison is 
a microcosm of society and though we have lost our physical 
freedom, we still have the freedom to choose how to live our 
lives.  Do we let our past define us or do we rise above who 
we used to be?  I break bread now with brothers of all races 
without fear of repercussions.  The values we carry each day 
rub off on others like wet paint, so we must ask ourselves 
exactly what values do we want to see in our children and 
how do we want others to treat them? There comes a point 
in a man’s life when he realizes that the person he fights with 
the most is him-self.  The struggle with-him is a continuous 
battle within, but it is one we must dare to embark upon in 
the pursuit of achieving our full potential.

[I was] a Youth Offender serving LWOP [Life Without 
Parole] for nonhomocide. In recent years society’s under-
standing of adolescent brain development has come a long 
way and has led to reform.  In Graham v Florida (2010), 
the United States Supreme Court held that “the constitution 
prohibits the imposition of a life without parole sentence on a 
juvenile offender who did not commit homicide.”  Attempted 
murder is a nonhomocide offense under Graham. As a result 
of these rulings, Youth Offender laws were created such as 
SB260 and SB261 where in California, the age to qualify 
was raised to age 24.  However subdivision (h) of SB@^! 
Excludes any Youth Offender who has a prior strikeable of-
fense even tho both crimes were committed with the same 
undeveloped moral sense.  I meet the age requirement for 
SB261 but am exempt from relief.  Subdivision (h) is arbi-
trary and capricious and goes against the spirit of the bill, 
denying relief to the very category it was designed to help. I 
am serving 200 years to life for nonhomocide I committed in 
my youth. As I write this today, I am a new man and in fact 
it could be said I am a man for the first time. I am 39 years 
old now and would like the opportunity to earn redemption.

Please help advocate for change so that I may get an 
opportunity to prove myself to society that I still have value.  
THINGS THAT WOULD HELP: *Spread awareness to 
remove the unfair subdiviiosn (h) from SB261; *Make the 
distinction between murder and nonmurder in implementa-
tion of relief since there is a difference in the Irrevocability 
of murder versus nonhomocide according to the High Court.

Where we stand on equal rights, freedom from gangs and 
racism shouldn’t even be a question … it should be as simple 
as The sky is blue.  Jessie D Milo #P-40495, CDCR/3A03-
115L, PO Box 3461, Corcoran CA 93212

Communities organize to get queers out of detention 
centers

LGBTQ immigrants, including caravanistas, are being 
mistreated, misclassified, and denied asylum by ice, despite 
Obama-era policies. The HRC reported that in 2018, of the 
298 trans people currently imprisoned by ice, 13 percent were 
in solitary confinement. Although there is a “pod” dedicated 
to trans women in Cibola County New Mexico, most trans 
women are held in all-male prisons. 

Locally and nationally queer and trans people are 
organizing to get our people out of detention and into our 
communities. Groups of friends, community organizations 
and congregations are organizing to sponsor people out of 
detention, and in some cases face a lot of resistance from ice. 
People from QUIT! and our friends are trying to sponsor a 
couple of lesbians to come to the Bay Area. 

On March 13 the SF Interfaith Council held a com-
munity informational meeting sponsored by  Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav, Iglesia Luterana Santa Maria y Santa Marta. 
Ministerio Latino (Plymouth UCC), St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church, St. Agnes Catholic Church, Pine United Methodist 
Church, St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church, St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, Or Shalom Jewish Community, and the 
Marin Interfaith Council.

Family Separations Continue
In February, the Texas Civil Rights Project (TCRP) 

released a report based on interviews of asylum seekers and 
migrant parents at the southern border in the six-month period 
following the June executive order that supposedly ended 
the practice of family separations. TCRP screened nearly 
10,000 migrants and asylum seekers at or near McAllen TX   
who were being criminally prosecuted for illegal entry. 272 
of them had been separated from a child family member, 
including 38 parents or legal guardians. The separations of 
those 38 adults affected 46 children, 25 who were younger 
than 10, including an 8-1/2 month old infant. As of the release 
of the report, the government had not reported these children 
to the courts or congress. The rest of the 272 were siblings 
or other relatives accompanying children.

In January the office of the inspector general for u.s. 
health and human services reported that thousands of children 

may have been taken from relatives and turned over to the 
office of refugee resettlement (ORR), prior to the announce-
ment in 2018 of the “zero tolerance policy.” In February 2019, 
Jallyn Sualog, deputy director of ORR, stated to the court that 
it might not be possible to track down the children, whose 
numbers could be thousands more than the official estimate. 
On March 8, Dana Sabraw, the federal judge who has been 
overseeing the reunification of families, expanded the class 
covered by his order to all migrant families separated between 
July 1, 2017, and June 25, 2018. During that time, 47,083 
children were handed over to ORR. 

Asylum Seekers in 9th Circuit win right to court 
hearing

On March 7 the 9th circuit court of appeals ruled that 
immigrants whose asylum claims were denied by ICE and 
an immigration judge have the right to appeal in federal 
court. This decision overturns policies based on a 1996 law 
limiting appeals rights. The district court judge had refused 
to consider the case, which involved a Tamil immigrant from 
Sri Lanka.  The Southern California ACLU took the case to 
appeal. The decision of the court was that constitutional pro-
tections (habeas corpus guarantees) apply to asylum seekers, 
and that therefore they can seek a hearing in federal court 
before being “summarily deported.” This decision protects 
people in the 9th circuit area, which includes nine western 
states and Guam.  But it conflicts with a decision in the 3rd 
circuit, so will likely end up in the supreme kkkourt.

Banks Divest from Private Prisons, amazon stays 
with ice

Three quarters of immigrants in detention are held in 
private prisons, primariy operated by coreCivic (formerly 
corrections corporation of america) and geo group. Several 
big banks provided over $2 billion last year in financing to 
these corporations. After over a year of protests, some at 
the home of jp morgan chase CEO jamie dimon, jpmorgan 
announced that they would stop financing these prisons. 
According to Slate both wells fargo and u.s. bank are also 
divesting, but not bank of amerikkka. Meanwhile, amazon, 
which the MIT Technology Review called “the invisible 
backbone behind ICE’s immigration crackdown,” continues 
to work with ice on programs such as facial recognition, 
despite many protests. 

Immigration Shorts
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By Chaya and Deni  

MOVIE REVIEWS
IF BEALE STREET COULD TALK: 

Based on James Baldwin’s novel, this film from Barry 
Jenkins, director of the fabulous film Moonlight (you re-
member that Academy Awards show two years ago when 
the presenters goofed and gave the Best Picture to La La 
Land by mistake and then regifted it to Moonlight? One of 
the top five Oscar moments ever!). Unfortunately, Beale 
Street doesn’t rise to the same level as a film. At its most 
basic level, it’s a story of a young Black couple (Clementine 
“Tish” Rivers played by Kiki Layne and Alonzo “Fonny” 
Hunt played by noted actor Stephan James) who fall in love 
and have to deal both with racism (he ends up in jail framed 
for a rape by a racist cop) and judgments from his family 
about Tish. Some of the acting was spectacular. Regina King 
as Tish’s mother Sharon gave a tremendous performance 
filled with passion, wit, humor and angst, and deservedly 
won the best supporting actress Oscar. In her acceptance 
speech she paid moving homage to James Baldwin. Colman 
Domingo as Tish’s father was also excellent; he should’ve 
been nominated as well. Tish’s sister Ernestine, played by 
Teyonah Parris (of the excellent film “Dear White People”), 
was also great. And it’s always fun to see the multi-faceted 
Brian Tyree Henry of Deni’s fave TV show Atlanta. Sadly, 
the film as a whole didn’t match its great acting. It was 
too long and syrupy with too many gauzy-looking scenes 
of NYC. The love/sex scene went on FOREVER and was 
surprisingly unerotic. Also, we didn’t like the way Fonny’s 
mom and sisters were characterized in the big family scene. 
The mockery and sexism were over the top, and when his 
father hit his mom, it was almost like it was justified because 
she was being so awful. We haven’t read the book and maybe 
this scene follows James Baldwin’s novel to a T, but we 
didn’t like it anyway. It’s not a BAD movie, it’s just not a 
great one. Disappointing after Moonlight…

THE FAVOURITE:  
This film about England’s Queen Anne is unusual from 

the start: it stars 3 strong female characters: Queen Anne, 
who ruled from 1702 to 1714 (played by Olivia Colman, 
who deservedly won the best actress Oscar for her por-
trayal), and the 2 female courtiers who use anything and 
everything including sex to vie for power and favors from 
her, played by Emma Stone and Rachel Weisz. Anne was 
an atypical monarch in many ways: she was female, seen as 
old (gracious she was 37 when she took the throne), ill (had 
disabling gout), eccentric and pathetic (her husband Prince 
George of Denmark died in 1708; during their marriage 
she was pregnant 17 times, but all resulted in miscarriages, 
stillbirths, or deaths as infants/children). All of this was 
pretty unusual for a monarch. What’s different about direc-
tor Yorgos Lanthimos’s film is that it uses comedy/satire/
farce elements in the script and cinematography rather than a 
conventional dramatic approach. The humorous view of the 
power dynamics of court life (back then the lines between 
the personal and political were not so separate) started off 
well enough (if you have any interest in following British 
royalty for fun). What’s unfortunate about the film is that it 
went downhill and just wore us out as the movie slogged on. 
At least 30 minutes of its 2 hours running time should have 
been cut. Overall, too annoying and too sexist. Excess in the 
high echelons of the royal family, who could’ve imagined it! 
Fortunately, the acting remained at a high level throughout. 
But besides its offbeat approach for a royal biopic, it’s hard 
for us to understand why this movie was so well reviewed.   
ROMA:  

Roma was written, directed, produced, shot and 
co-edited by Alfonso Cuaron. The film takes place in a 
middle-class family home in the Roma neighborhood of 
Mexico City, where he grew up. It had some good acting 
by star Yalitza Aparicio and co-star Marina de Tavira and 
some beautiful cinematography. Still, the movie didn’t 
move us in ways we’d expected, especially based on its 
many stellar reviews and hype. Cuaron drew strongly 
on his own background, and perhaps that was part of its 
problem: too much of a self-impressed Cuaron interfered 
with really bringing the characters to life. This seemed 
especially true for main character Cleo (Aparicio), a fam-
ily household worker based on a woman from Cuaron’s 
childhood, who also took care of the children. Cuaron 
shows pieces of Cleo’s story but she’s often not actual-
ized as a full person, but stereotypically used to tell a 
story and make some points. Even when she takes action 
in a scene—going to find the man who impregnated then 
left her—she comes across as passive. The mother Sofia 
is somewhat more fully developed, but also stereotypi-
cal with reactions to events in her life. Cuaron is clearly 
trying to make points about class issues. But perhaps he 
can’t get past the middle class aspects of his own upbring-
ing to allow his characters to be real, rather than pieces 
of his own past. Chaya agreed with many reviewers that 
the first hour was very slow. Deni liked the visuals of the 
lingering camera, but some scenes were unnecessarily 
long and added nothing but annoyance to the viewing. We 

didn’t like the film’s ending and its portrayal of Cleo as 
a poor yet earnest earth-mother type whose ultimate role 
in life is to save and protect the middle class family she 
works for. Yes, that’s a bit of an oversimplification, she 
is more multi-faceted than that, but it sure would’ve been 
great to really have HER tell her story. That would’ve 
been a really different movie.

CAN YOU EVER FORGIVE ME? (review by Deni) 
I loved this movie. Directed by Marielle Heller and based 

on the memoirs of writer Lee Israel, it tells the story of Lee’s 
life of literary forgery. The script by Nicole Holofcener and 
Jeff Whitty is extraordinarily nuanced in its ability to include 
sharp sardonic wit and pathos. Starring Melissa McCarthy in 
a phenomenally acted knockout role as Lee (who is a lesbian) 
and Richard Grant superbly portraying her gay friend Jack 
Hock, it’s one of the best movies I’ve seen in a while. The 
film’s complexity, wry humor and poignancy create realistic 
characters matched by the striking historically accurate visual 
portrayal of NYC in the 90s amidst the devastation of the 
AIDS crisis. The queerness of this film is both pronounced 
and under the surface, a compelling combination. Without 
a single “gay pride flag,” this film is one of the most real 
portrayals of lesbians and gay men I’ve seen on screen. The 
plot centers on Lee being unable to continue making it as a 
writer, largely because of the publishing industry’s lack of 
interest in her writing about women, her refusal and inability 
to compromise and play the game, and the fact that without 
access to money, she can’t do it on her own. As she turns 
to a life of literary forgery (Noel Coward, Dorothy Parker 
plus more), the film’s documentation of her methods and old 
typewriter tools are fascinating in themselves. Friend Jack 
becomes part of her scheme, as the two share scenes of very 
queer acerbic wit and connection. The scene with Lee and 
ex-lover Elaine (Anna Deavere Smith, fabulous as usual) 
is searing. A cat had a major role, adding to the film’s bit-
tersweet emotional tone. I can’t recommend it more highly, 
see it if you can. I want to see it again.

AND DENI’S WATCHING FOR JORDAN PEELE’S 

NEW HORROR/THRILLER FILM “US” staring Lupita 
Nyong’o, coming soon to theaters. Hard to imagine it can 
be as great as Get Out but we’ll see. Except Chaya won’t 
because even the trailer looked too creepy.

BITS AND PIECES
CAPITALISM CORNER  

Weapons of war are incredibly profitable for the corpora-
tions that make them. But wait!! Now that drones do a lot of 
the killing and destruction while being directed from remote 
locations, a need has developed for making “counterdrone” 
technology to defeat drones. According to the Wall Street 
Journal, there are now 3 ways to “kill” a drone, so the best 
method for the target (short range or long range, etc.) can 
be used. And who makes and profits greatly from counter-
drone technology? You’re right! Weapons manufacturers!! 
Capitalism just loves new revenue streams. And speaking 
of the flexibility of capitalism, let’s not forget its love of 
cultural appropriation. Mattel, owner of Barbie, announced 
the release of 17 modern-day and historic role-model Barbies 
in time for International Women’s Day. These new “inspir-
ing women” Barbies include artist Frida Kahlo, NASA 
mathematician Katherine Johnson, aviator Amelia Earhart, 
filmmakers Patty Jenkins and Ava DuVernay, and Olympic 
athletes Gabby Douglas, Ibtihaj Muhammad and Chloe Kim. 
Is Angela Davis next? Some of the dolls have been criticized 
for having their attractiveness “enhanced” and making them 
look much lighter in skin tone than the real women. Well, 
nobody has ever accused capitalism of embracing women 
and people of color as they really are.     
WHO’S OSCAR ANYWAY???

We slogged through most of the Oscars (professional 
obligation as Mocha Columnists) and found a few things of 
interest. The speeches were pretty mild politically but Spike 
Lee used his Best Adapted Screenplay Oscar acceptance 
speech to talk of important history about stolen ancestors and 
enslavement, and push for action toward the 2020 elections. 
(We wish he’d won for “Do the Right Thing” back in 1989, 
a much better movie than BlacKkKlansman.) Additionally, 
Ruth E. Carter made some pointed remarks (“Wow, this 
has been a long time coming!”) when she became the first 
Black woman to win for Costume Design for Black Panther, 
and Hannah Beachler became the first Black woman to win 

for Production Design. Along with Regina King’s win for 
Supporting Actress, it was a small step forward into #Oscar-
saLittleBitLessWhite. On a fashion note, (that’s right, fashion 
in the MC) Pose star Billy Porter thumbed a nose at gender 
binaries by wearing a tuxedo dress – gorgeous!
GRAMMYS GO QUEER

Deni watched the Grammys this year in an attempt to 
become more “hip and happening” (ok not only has that ship 
sailed, it never even left the harbor - which that “hip” phrase 
alone should tell you…!). But this was apparently the year to 
watch. Not only did lesbians and bi women scoop up wins but 
some of their performances were really out. In her super-hot 
performance filled with women, out artist Janelle Monae sang 
a medley from her album “Dirty Computer” but changed up 
the lyrics to “Make Me Feel” to be more LGBTQ inclusive, 
including “Let the vagina have a monologue,” which is a lyric 
from another of her songs, and also had dancers in vagina 
pants. (According to “online sources,” some “older viewers” 
were upset by this, but not this Mocha columnist!!) Then there 
was the seductive steamy duet between St. Vincent (Annie 
Lupa – an out queer artist who won for Best Rock Song and 
Best Recording Package) and Dua Lipa (apparently not queer 
but with an LGBTQ fan base that she honors) which left my 
eyes popping and the internet abuzz with commentary, includ-
ing discussions of appropriation of queerness by whom and 
for whom. Country singer-songwriter Brandi Carlile (who 
identifies as a lesbian) won three awards. On another note 
(get it?), Camila Cabello’s fabulous opening number of her 
very catchy “Havana” also featured Ricky Martin, Young 
Thug, fabulous jazz trumpeter Arturo Sandoval, and Colum-
bian singer J Balvin who was seen in the number reading a 
newspaper that said “Build Bridges Not Walls.” Opening 
the Grammys with a song in Spanish was a first. I sang it for 
days (still didn’t make me hip though…)
APOCALYPSE WHEN? 

Deni watched Episode 1 of Now Apocalypse, the visually 
colorful quirky and surreal new sci-fi/queer tv show by Gregg 
Araki, an important figure of the New Queer Cinema era in 
the 90s. The show definitely wasn’t boring! Avan Jogia plays 
main character Uly, short for Ulysses (the quest metaphor 
went right by me) who rates himself a 4 on the Kinsey Scale 
(so more queer than not). There’s 3 other main characters, 
of whom my fave is Carly (Kelli Berglund), Uly’s woman 
friend wanna-be actor who earns money doing cam sex at 
night. There’s lots of sex in general, queer and straight, weed 
smoking, leftist politics thrown in, and strange sci-fi images 
- imaginary or real?? The giant lizardy looking thing in a sex 
scene at the end looked real. The show has possibilities, I’m 
looking forward to Episode 2. Will there be another super-
hot kiss between Uly and his new boyfriend? And what’s 
the lizard doing??? 
WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF

The MOCHA Column

From Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Asia, Europe, 
North America and South America, students from all 
over the world took to the streets to demand change. 
More than 1 million students skipped school on 
March 15 to protest government inaction on climate 
change. Organizers said there were more than 2,000 
protests in 125 countries.
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by Kate
Many more years ago than any of us likes to think about, 

LAGAI was formed as Lesbians and Gays Against Interven-
tion in Latin America. That was 1983. Ronald Reagan had 
been president for two years. The year before his election, 
the Sandinista-led revolution had overthrown the corrupt 
and brutal regime of u.s. ally general anastasio somoza in 
Nicaragua.  The first successful Marxist-oriented revolution 
in Latin America since the Cuban revolution in 1959 gave 
new energy to the FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Libera-
tion Front) which was fighting the junta government in El 
Salvador. The u.s. Left was inspired, and the u.s. government 
and corporations were jolted into new vigilance. President 
Jimmy Carter, whose official foreign policy was based on 
human rights, took a wait-and-see attitude. He met with the 
new government, a coalition of Sandinistas and moderate 
opposition parties, and, according to the u.s. historian’s 
office (it’s true, in this totally ahistorical country, there is 
an office of the historian), “encouraged moderation 
and respect for democratic values and human 
rights.” He promised not to intervene militarily, and instead 
tried to control the revolution with foreign aid, requesting an 
additional $75 million from congress for Nicaragua.

When Reagan took office, he pledged to pursue another 
path. The cia and the pentagon went to the playbook of 1954, 
when they overthrew the elected president of Guatemala, 
Jacobo Arbenz, whose land reform policies threatened the in-
terests of United Fruit Company, and 1973, when they backed 
a military coup against the elected progressive government 
of Salvador Allende in Chile. The Reagan administration 
stepped up aid to right-wing authoritarian governments in 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Haiti, and began to 
secretly arm and train Nicaraguan “contras,” counterrevo-
lutionary militias. 

The primary spokesperson for, and one of the architects 
of, the Reagan administration’s policies in Central America at 
that time was Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights 
and Humanitarian Affairs, Elliott Abrams. Abrams’ position 
was that Communists were the leading human rights abusers 
in the world; therefore, anything done to prevent Commu-
nist takeovers was justified. When the Salvadoran military 
massacred hundreds of civilians in Mazote in 1982, Abrams 
clashed with the head of Human Rights Watch on national 
television, calling the reported death tolls “not credible” and 
Communist propaganda.

Abrams, who later became Assistant Secretary of State 
for Inter-American Affairs, to this day defends the policies 
of the Reagan and Bush administrations in El Salvador as “a 
fabulous achievement”, insisting that El Salvador at that time 
was a democracy. A 1998 article in Human Rights Quarterly 
quotes Abrams as saying, “While it was important to us to 
promote the cause of human rights in Central America it 
was more important to prevent a communist takeover in El 
Salvador.”

Curing Vietnam Syndrome
In October 1983, the u.s. military invaded Grenada, an 

island of 91,000 people in the Caribbean, 100 miles north of 
Venezuela. Very few people in this country had ever heard 
of it. A mostly Black country, its People’s Revolutionary 
Government had come to power in a 1979 coup by the New 
Jewel Movement (NJM), a Marxist-Leninist movement 
influenced by the writings of C.L.R. James, among others. 
Maurice Bishop became Prime Minister. According to Wiki-
pedia, “Shortly after taking power, the government looked 
to Cuba for assistance because Bishop had been refused aid 
and a meeting with American President Ronald Reagan. 
Cuban construction workers were brought in to assist in the 
construction of a new international airport….The leaders of 
the U.S. government, and several other Caribbean nations, 
expressed discontent over the NJM government, such as 
its relations with Cuba and alleged military expansion.” So 
the u.s. refuses aid, forcing the Bishop government to turn 
to Cuba, then uses the alliance with Cuba as rationale for 
invasion. NJM also worked with Cuba to support the FMLN 
in El Salvador.

Again from Wikipedia: “Among Bishop’s core prin-
ciples were workers’ rights, women’s rights, and the struggle 
against racism and Apartheid. Under Bishop’s leadership, the 

National Women’s Organi-
zation was formed which 
participated in policy deci-
sions along with other so-
cial groups. Women were 
given equal pay and paid 
maternity leave, and sex 
discrimination was made 
illegal. Organisations for 
education (Center for Pop-
ular Education), health 
care, and youth affairs (Na-
tional Youth Organization) 
were also established.”

The events leading up 
to the 1983 invasion are 

confusing. Bishop 
and his wife were 
assassinated, along 
with several gov-
ernment ministers 
and union leaders, 
ostensibly in a mili-
tary coup by rival 
members of NJM. 
The u.s. invasion 
was requested by 
and orchestrated 
with Paul Scoon, 
the Governor-Gen-
eral of Grenada ap-
pointed by queen 
elizabeth, as part of 
a negotiated agree-
ment with Bishop’s 
government. After 
the invasion, Scoon 
became in te r im 
head of govern-
ment and appointed 
a temporary prime 

minister to serve until new elections were held in 1984.
The pretext for the u.s. invasion was that 600 u.s. medical 

students studying in Grenada were in danger. The students 
themselves went on Nightline with Ted Koppel and denied 
that they were in any danger. The Congressional Black Cau-
cus, which had visited Grenada under Bishop, condemned the 
invasion, as did the u.n. general assembly (a security council 
resolution was vetoed by the u.s.). Supposedly the invasion 
was widely popular in the u.s. It was the first open military 
operation since the end of the Vietnam war, and Reagan 
repeatedly invoked it as the end of “Vietnam syndrome,” 
saying, “Our days of weakness are over. Our military forces 
are back on their feet and standing tall.” Clint Eastwood fic-
tionalized the invasion in the 1996 movie Heartbreak Ridge.

Between 1981 and 1996, the Reagan and Bush adminis-
trations invaded Grenada and Panama, sent 3000 troops to the 
border between Honduras and Nicaragua, funded and trained 
death squads in El Salvador and Guatemala, and imposed a 
devastating blockade on Nicaragua. When Congress, with 
the Boland Amendment, outlawed administration efforts to 
arm contras to overthrow the Nicaraguan government, the 
administration illegally financed the operation by selling 
arms to Iran (using Israel as intermediary) and smuggling 
crack cocaine into the u.s.

The 1988 troop buildup in Honduras, inexplicably code 
named Operation Golden Pheasant, led to massive demon-
strations in the Bay Area, including a night march of over 
1000 queers, and led to the first issue of the newsletter Out, 
now known as UltraViolet.

Between 1980 and 1988, the u.s. also backed the Iraqi 
government in its war with Iran, which at the time Reagan 
took office was still holding six u.s. diplomats hostage. 
The u.s. provided chemical weapons to Saddam Hussein’s 
Baathist government. A 1991 cia report estimates that the 
chemical weapons killed 50,000 Iranians, though other 
estimates are much higher, up to 100,000. 20,000 Iranian 
soldiers were killed instantly.

In 1989, the Berlin Wall began to come down. The Soviet 
Union was en route to collapse and the people who crafted 
the Reagan-Bush foreign policy, including Inter-American 
Affairs Secretary Elliott Abrams, declared that history had 
vindicated them. The Latin American revolutionary move-
ments lost their major source of funding and with that, their 
ability to hold onto power. In the 1990 Nicaraguan elections, 
the Sandinistas lost to the opposition party of Violeta Cham-
orro, whose family had originally been part of the coalition 
that brought down Somoza. In 1992, the FMLN negotiated 
a peace agreement with the Salvadoran government, bring-
ing an end to the civil war and a transition to representative 
government. The FMLN formed its own political party and 
competed in elections. Chile, which under the brutal dictator-
ship of Gen. Augusto Pinochet had been a lab for privatization 
and development through the World Bank, Jeffrey Sachs and 
the “Chicago Boys” of Milton Friedman, became a leading 
exporter of produce (hence those plums and avocados you 
find in the supermarket all winter) transitioned to representa-
tive democracy in 1990 after Pinochet was persuaded to call 
for a referendum on his rule.

Pivot to Islam
Communism was passé, Latin America was pacified, and 

the u.s. turned its attention to the oil-producing countries in 
Southwest and Central Asia. The new enemies were Islamist 
“extremists,” many of whom we had funded and armed, from 
Afghanistan to Saudi Arabia. In 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, 
allegedly with the consent of the Bush administration, which 
then used it as an excuse for a massive troop buildup in Saudi 
Arabia and indiscriminate bombing against Iraq. In the run-
up to the war, the Kuwaiti government channeled close to 
twelve million dollars to Citizens for a Free Kuwait, making 
up nearly all of the group’s budget. Most of that money went 

to Hill & Knowlton, the world’s largest public relations firm, 
whose Washington, D.C. office was run by Craig Fuller, a 
close friend of president bush, to sell the war to Congress. As 
part of that effort, H&N brought a 15-year-old Kuwaiti girl 
to testify on Capitol Hill (but not actually in Congress) that 
she had been a volunteer at a hospital and seen Iraqi soldiers 
come in and throw babies out of incubators. The girl, Nay-
irah, was later revealed to be a member of the Kuwaiti royal 
family, had never volunteered at the hospital, and never saw 
any babies ripped from incubators. California Democratic 
congressman Tom Lantos, cochair of the Congressional Hu-
man Rights Caucus (a nonprofit organization only nominally 
associated with Congress), knew that the testimony was false 
but did not reveal that.

The First Gulf War and the decade of sanctions that fol-
lowed killed at least half a million Iraqi children. The Gulf 
War also led to an uptick in antiwar organizing in the u.s. 
Tens of thousands of people marched in San Francisco, once 
again including queer-led marches that drew 1000 or more. 
In the Federal Building shutdown the day after the bombing 
began, LAGAI, ACT UP and a group called Queer Peace 
held down an entire side of the building for most of the day.

The u.s. did not completely forget about Latin America 
during the pivot to the Middle East. In 1991, a military coup 
toppled President Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s government in 
Haiti, with help from the cia. The united nations embargoed 
trade with the coup government, but both the g.h.w. bush 
and clinton administrations gave u.s. companies exemptions, 
shoring up the military regime. In 1994, clinton sent troops 
to reinstate Aristide as president, but covertly continued 
supporting those plotting to undermine his government. The 
clinton administration imposed austerity policies on Haiti as 
a condition of publicly backing Aristide’s presidency, helping 
to lay the groundwork for the 2004 coup against him. During 
the 1994 invasion, u.s. troops seized documents that would 
have proven cia complicity in massacres committed by op-
position forces, and when Aristide demanded the documents 
be returned, clinton refused.

But while the u.s. government was largely preoccupied 
with the Middle East and Central Asia, a “pink tide” began 
to sweep through Latin America. In 1998, Hugo Chavez was 
elected president in Venezuela, ushering in the “Bolivarian 
revolution.” At the time, oil prices were high and Chavez used 
the money from exports to build housing and institute food 
subsidies for the poor. A charismatic military officer, Chavez 
had led an attempted coup in 1992 against the neoliberal 
government of President Carlos Andres Pérez. This history 
possibly caused him to go easy on those who later attempted 
coups against him, many of which were backed by the u.s.

In 2005, Evo Morales became the first indigenous presi-
dent of Bolivia. He opposed privatization of the water supply, 
which was demanded by the world bank as a condition of 
loans. In 2007, a five-month civic strike by 600 neighborhood 
organizations in the city of El Alto led to a huge defeat for the 
privatized water company, Aguas de Illimani. Under Morales, 
the government has improved literacy and nutrition among the 
low-income population, especially the indigenous population, 
and imposed new taxes on the hydrocarbon industry to fund 
community development.

In 2003, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, “Lula,” of the 
Workers’ Party was elected president of Brazil. Lula was 
succeeded in 2011 by Dilma Rousseff, a former guerrilla 
fighter and political prisoner, survivor of torture under the 
military dictatorship, and the first woman president. In 2006, 
Sandinista leader Daniel Ortega was again elected president 
of Nicaragua, having made a deal with the Catholic church to 
support him in exchange for helping to pass one of the most 
restrictive anti-abortion laws in Latin America. The FMLN 
political party won the Salvadoran elections in 2009. Manuel 
Zelaya, the scion of a wealthy logging family in Honduras, 
was elected president in 2006 and moved to the left, raising 
the minimum wage, instituting free school lunches, milk for 
young children, pensions for the elderly, subsidizing public 
transportation and expanding educational opportunities for 
youth. 

In 2004, Cuba and Venezuela initiated the founding 
of ALBA, the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our 
America. With member countries Antigua and Barbuda, 
Bolivia, Cuba, Dominica, Grenada, Nicaragua, Saint Kitts 
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Venezuela and Suriname, ALBA aims to counter the global-
ized power of international capital with a multilateral associa-
tion of socialist and social democratic governments. Its goal 
is “to consolidate regional economic integration based on a 
vision of social welfare, bartering and mutual economic aid.”

Amid the increasingly unequal and violent hegemony 
of u.s. imperialism, with only transnational religious funda-
mentalism appearing as an alternative, Latin America seemed 
to offer a ray of hope for resurgent social democracy with 
grassroots support. 

Stemming the Pink Tide: Abrams Returns
Then boom! During the Obama years, one country after 

another came under attack. The Zelaya government in Hon-

Pink Tide, Red Blood and Elliott Abrams: A Short(ish) History of the World

continued on page 8
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duras was toppled by a coup in 2009. The leader of the coup, 
General Romeo Vásquez Velásquez, was a graduate of the 
notorious School of the Americas, where the u.s. military 
for years trained (and under another name continues to train) 
right-wing operatives in Latin America. U.s. ambassador to 
Honduras Hugo Llorens sent a cable to secretary of state 
hillary clinton entitled “Open and Shut: The Case of the 
Honduran Coup,” presenting evidence that the overthrow 
of Zelaya “constituted an illegal and unconstitutional coup.” 
Ann-Marie Slaughter, then serving as director of Policy 
Planning at the State Department, also urged Clinton to 
condemn the coup. Clinton refused to do so, calling instead 
for “all parties .. to address the underlying problems that led 
to yesterday’s events.” This was taken as, and in practice 
was, an endorsement of the coup government. 

Since that time, Honduras has become one of the 
13 most dangerous countries in the world, and the most 
dangerous for environmental activists, 120 of whom have 
been murdered since 2010. The violence and poverty has 
sent thousands fleeing north, many of whom are currently 
camped out near the u.s. border attempting to get close 
enough to seek asylum.

In Brazil, Dilma Rousseff was the victim of a “soft 
coup” in 2015. The national assembly impeached her on the 
basis of corruption, primarily having used loans to make the 
economy look better than it was and to increase the stimulus 
programs for poor Brazilians. In a government that has been 
rife with corruption for decades, this was a pretty minor 
infraction. The man who succeeded her, Michel Temer, is 
widely acknowledged to have committed worse crimes, and 
in 2018, he was indicted on charges of corruption and money 
laundering. At the time his term ended, he had a 7% approval 
rating. The fascist leaning, virulently anti-gay and misogy-
nist politician Jair Bolsonaro was elected to succeed him. 
Lula, who is in prison for nine years, would have defeated 
Bolsonaro even from his jail cell, but was not allowed to run.

Last summer, Nicaragua erupted in protests. What ap-
pears to be a broad coalition of students, peasants, middle-
class people, women’s and queer activists, ex-Sandinistas, 
and right-wing groups with u.s. backing staged months of 
demonstrations calling for the resignation of Ortega and 
his wife and vice president, Rosario Murillo. Eyewitnesses, 
some of whom once toured the u.s. as spokespeople for the 
revolution, came to tell us about seeing hundreds shot down 
by government troops. The government responded that they 
didn’t know who was killing protesters, and that opposition 
forces were attacking the police who were trying to clear 
the roads so people could move around. The u.s. left, with 
our long history of supporting the Sandinistas, has been 
split and confused about how to respond. Is this a genuine 
grassroots uprising, a u.s.-backed coup, or could it be both? 
(For more on the Nicaraguan situation, see UV’s September 
2018 issue. If you don’t have it lying around, you can find 
it on our website.) 

Now, Venezuela is on the precipice of a u.s. invasion. 
We hear stories every day of protests against the supposed 
dictatorship of Nicolas Maduro. President 42 has threatened 
the Venezuelan army that they must abandon Maduro, “or 
else,” so far to no avail. A resuscitated Elliott Abrams is the 
new “special envoy” to Venezuela. (Remember back to the 
beginning of this looooong story?) Abrams, as it turns out, 
is on the Holocaust Museum’s Counsel of Conscience, an 
odd role for someone who doesn’t have one. It is ironic that 
an organization whose stated purpose is the prevention of 
genocide is being advised by someone who is an expert in 
propagating it. An alliance of Central American survivors 
of death squads and survivors of the nazi holocaust have 
jointly called for the museum to dump him. Credo, the 
socially responsible  cell phone service, picked up the call 
and generated 50,000 signatures in a day. No response from 
the museum so far.

The failing new york times reported that the Maduro 
government burned aid convoys, only days later to acknowl-
edge that it was Molotov cocktails thrown by opposition 
protesters who actually started the fires. Kind of reminds 
me of the babies and the incubators. The times reported 
on demonstrations in support of letting the aid convoys in, 
quoting participants at length. Near the end of the article, 
they mentioned a counter-demonstration supporting the 
government, being sure to tell us how the government had 
people move around in circles, to make the demonstration 
look bigger than it was. Wait, isn’t that called a picket line? 
Doesn’t every demonstration organizer do that? Everyone 
they quoted from the counterprotest was called a “ruling 
party activist,” with the implication that they were “ruling 
class,” when in fact, it was the anti-government protesters 
who were more likely to be ruling class.  You feel like you 
need a public relations degree to decipher the media around 
this. 

No doubt all these governments are corrupt. Most 
governments, if not all governments, are. But the history of 
the u.s in Latin America is irrefutable and never results in 
anything good for the people. 

u.s. Hands Off Venezuela. Hands Off Nicaragua. Hands 
Off Honduras. Hands Off California. Hands Off Women, 
Hands Off Queers, Hands Off Our Throats.

Haiti Uprising
continued from page 5

Bay Area Artists Extravaganza  
to benefit Haiti Emergency  

Relief Fund
Saturday, March 23, 7:00 pm

Malonga Center Theater
1428 Alice in Oakland

with Souls of Mischief, Jenny Lim, Phavia Kujichagulia, Avotcja,  
Robert Wood, GoodLOVE, Destiny Muhammad, ToReadah Mikell,  

Tacuma King, Stone’s of Fire, Sankofa Akili Dance Ensemble
Tickets: $20

For more information, 415-917-5878

Paris. It is selling off the country’s mineral wealth, grabbing 
land from farmers, stealing money, and sacrificing Haiti’s 
sovereignty in its search for profits and power. There can be 
no resolution without a fundamental change in governance 
and the social order.

This February marks the 15th anniversary of the 2004 
coup d’état that ousted the democratically-elected government 
of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. In these fifteen years, 
the Haitian popular movement has refused to be silenced, in 
spite of the kidnapping and forced exile of President Aristide 
and his wife and colleague, Mildred Trouillot Aristide, a 
subsequent UN military occupation, continuous and deadly 
repression against peaceful protestors, and a rigged electoral 
system. In 2015 and 2016, a series of stolen elections fi-
nanced by the U.S. government—called an “electoral coup” 
by Fanmi Lavalas—resulted in the installation of Jovenel 
Moise, who is now desperately hanging on to power in the 
face of overwhelming opposition. While Fanmi Lavalas and 
other opposition parties produced detailed evidence of fraud 
and voter suppression, the U.S. State Department countered 
by calling the election “free and fair.”

The Moise government has most recently shown how 
beholden it is to the Trump regime by voting with the U.S. to 
recognize Guaido’s self-proclaimed government in Venezuela. 
The same State Department that has attempted to convince 
Haitians that a stolen election = democracy is currently rail-
ing against Venezuela’s legitimate elected government and 
attempting to lay the groundwork for yet another coup in the 
Americas.  What hypocrisy.

The consequences of Haiti’s electoral coup in 2016 can 
be seen today in the dramatic footage of Haitians standing 
up to heavily armed police, carrying the bodies of their 
dead relatives, and turning their grief into more determined 
resistance. Denied free and fair elections, Haitians are now 
voting in the streets.

The uprising in Haiti is a powerful statement in favor of 

democracy and inclusion. This is what threatens the small elite 
that now rules Haiti.  And they are striking out in the most 
brutal ways. In one particularly grim episode in November 
2018, heavily armed police and criminal gang members re-
cruited by the police and given police uniforms, unleashed a 
horrific massacre in the community of Lasalin, a center of the 
Lavalas movement. Well over 70 people were killed as the 
police and their armed agents went door to door, slaughter-
ing whole families, gang-raping women, burning homes, and 
terrorizing the community. As a final assault, they fed some 
of the dead bodies to pigs—a message sent to dramatize the 
utter disregard with which this current government views the 
Haitian people.

Just last week, it was revealed that seven heavily armed 
U.S. mercenaries had been arrested in Haiti while, in their 
words, “working for the government.” What were they do-
ing there? And why were they whisked out of the country so 
quickly with no consequence? What was their relationship to 
the Haitian government and to its repressive actions? Clearly, 
this is only the tip of the iceberg.

From mainstream news media, we have been subjected 
to the usual racialized commentary about Haiti—“mobs in the 
streets,” “police outgunned,” “looters,” “riots.” And from far 
too many progressives, there has been complete silence. What 
is acknowledged as revolutionary social movement in other 
areas of the world is somehow dismissed as chaos in Haiti. 
Yet what we are seeing today in Haiti is the latest chapter 
in an unending struggle for democracy, dignity and justice.

In this time of rebellion, crisis and repression, we send 
our support to the people of Haiti, to the grassroots move-
ment, and to the people’s party, Fanmi Lavalas. It is a time 
for our voices to be heard, for the silence around Haiti to be 
broken, and for a dramatic increase in solidarity—something 
that should be on all of our agendas.

Pink Tide
continued from page 7


