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LAGAI-UltraViolet’s highlight reel:
February 2: Revolution Seizes California. 

15 million workers t:ake to the barricades.
February 15: Revolution spreads to Or-

egon, Arizona and half of Texas.
February 21: California legislature resigns. 

After a brief stand, Governor Newsom is evacu-
ated to Elba.

February 28: Revolution sweeps across 
the plains like a prairie fire.  Briefly gets stuck 
in Ohio, then picks up steam heading for New 
York.

March 2: Revolutionary People’s Socialist 
Organization (RPSO) shoots video from Oval 
Office, announcing itself the rightful ruler of 
the People’s Republic of Mid-North America. 

March 3:  President Pence disappears, is 
allegedly spotted attempting to swim to Mexico. 
Someone sends a boat to warn him he’s about to 
run into the submerged Border Wall.

March 8: International Women’s Day – 
The International Revolutionary Kommunista 
Educational Dialectic (IRKED) stages one-day 
strike to protest absence of women on the Cen-
tral Committees of the RPSO. RPSO responds 
by naming Jill Stein Figurehead-in-Chief.

April 30: People’s Revolutionary Socialist 
Organization (PRSO) assumes power, exiles RPSO 
members to Montana.

May 18: International Socialist People’s Al-
liance (ISPA) ousts RPSO, declares itself the true 
heir to Che, opens prison doors and hands each 
newly freed prisoner a stack of The Revolutionary 
Socialist newspapers to sell.

June 28: On the 56th anniversary of the Stone-
wall Rebellion, word reaches LAGAI-Queer 
Insurrection by carrier pigeon that it has been 
unanimously elected Last Group Standing and 
must assume command of the PRMNA effective 
immediately.

July 1: As its first act as supreme commander, 
LAGAI abolishes Daylight Savings Time.

August 1: LAGAI dissolves Congress, abdi-
cates the presidency and declares the PRMNA and 
its predecessor, the United States of America, failed 
experiments in government.

August 15: Seas begin to recede. Selfies of 
polar bears partying on restored ice sheets appear 
on BearBook.

September 1: Butterflies and buffalo declare 
a liberated zone.

December 25: Lion is spotted lying down with 
a lamb.

2025 Year In Review

Fifth Annual March to Reclaim 
King’s Radical Legacy

Monday, January 21, 2019 
1:00-4:00 PM 

Oscar Grant Plaza (14th and 
Broadway, Oakland)

For more info: 
antipoliceterrorproject.org

2019 Women’s March 
Saturday, January 19, 2019

11:00am – 3:00pm
Civic Center 
San Francisco

This year’s theme is #TruthToPower and  
celebrating the #WomensWave 

Save the Date; timing subject to change, 
more details coming soon!
womensmarchbayarea.org

There will be a contingent honoring  
Missing and Murdered  

Indigenous Women

by Deeg
In the often losing battle over gentrification of the Mis-

sion, 16th and Valencia has long been contested territory. 
It’s a block south of Valencia Gardens, one of the first public 
housing projects in SF. It’s a long block west from 16th 
and Mission and the BART plazas, where houseless people 
have hung out for years, now constantly being chased away, 
in anticipation of the “Monster in the Mission” apartment 
project. This little neighborhood is the hub of techie culture 
with bars, scooters, and $7 a scoop ice cream. 

On November 6, Manny Yekutiel opened his “cafe, 
bar, bookstore, and civic gathering space” on the Northeast 
corner of the intersection, 3092 16th St. Although not a 
non-profit, Manny solicited and got tens of thousands of 
dollars in donations through a kickstarter campaign. He 
also told Gay Shame that he got a reduced rent in the 3000 
square foot space through the Mission Housing Development 
Corporation, headed by Sam Moss, because of his planned 
“community engagement.” 

The Woke-Washing of Manny
So now Manny is playing host to everyone from Alicia 

Garza (Black Lives Matter) to Barbara Kinney (Hilary Clin-
ton photographer) to Janetta Johnson (TGI Justice). 

To the Lucy Parsons Project, a radical black queer direct 
action group, this is Woke Washing. “We call for a community 
boycott of ‘Manny’s’… ‘Manny’s’ as a gentrifying wine-bar, 
cafe and fake ‘social justice’ space in the Mission District, 
will only accelerate the raising of rents and the displace-
ment of Black, Latinx, disabled and trans/queer people in 
the Mission...” 

“Additionally, the proprietor of Manny’s, Emmanuel Ye-
kutiel, has unequivocally espoused racist, Zionist, pro-Israel 
ideals that we will not tolerate or accept in our community.” 
LPP is joined by the Black and Brown Social Club, Gay 
Shame, and Queers Undermining Israeli Terrorism (QUIT!) 
in advocating a boycott of Manny’s. The groups note that 
in April, as israel attacked the Palestinian Great March for 
Return, Manny posted on Facebook his celebration of israel’s 
70th anniversary of statehood as a response to antisemitism. 
In the 6 months of the protest, israel has killed at least 214 
Palestinians and has wounded more than 18,000. 

We have been asked, by people who stop to take our 
leaflets, and by political allies and friends, why we are tar-
geting this particular gentrifying business, as compared to 
all the other chocolatiers, boutiques and hipster restaurants 
that occupy the north end of the Mission. It’s because it’s 
particularly appalling when the gentrifiers commodify our 
political movements and cultures, which they then filter, pack-
age and sell to not only the techies and would-be politicos, 
but to us. Manny’s appoints our leaders and spokespeople, 
those willing to be in the Manny’s picture, and provides them 
a platform. Manny�s portrays itself as an old-style café, 
with books, socially conscious food, and $20 a glass wine, 
while displacing the people who created Latinx, Black, trans, 
lesbian, gay, and queer culture here. The Mission used to be 
the home of Latinx trans/gay bars, and the last lesbian bar in 
SF. Now it’s the site of Manny’s wine bar.  

Manny’s holds community events every Wednesday, so 
LPP has called for picketing and leafletting every Wednes-
day from 6:30 to 7:30. For more info see the Gay Shame SF 
facebook page.
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Marge Nelson, long time human and women’s rights, 

peace, lesbian and fat liberation activist died in September. 
She was 89. 

Marge grew up in New Brunswick, NJ. She married at 
age 19 and defined herself primarily as a wife and mother for 
the next 20 years. Inspired by Betty Friedan’s The Feminine 
Mystique, Nelson returned to college in the mid-1960s and 
began to participate in the radical political movements of 
that decade. She graduated from the University of Akron 
with a B.A. in 1966 and an M.A. in 1968. She was awarded 
a Ph.D. in Sociology from SUNY of New York at Buffalo in 
1976, having completed a dissertation which examined the 
National Woman’s Party, and was instrumental in the found-
ing of Women’s Studies at both SUNY-Buffalo and Antioch 
College in Ohio. Among her notable political activities were 
lobbying for the ERA in Congress, organizing to free Joann 
Little and the Wilmington Ten, and co-founding the Women’s 
Building in San Francisco. Her articles and essays have ap-
peared in a wide variety of feminist publications including 
Sinister Wisdom, Sojourner, Off Our Backs, and many others. 

She came out with Polly Taylor, a Quaker pacifist, mov-
ing to San Francisco in 1978 in search of older women’s 
community. 

We’re meeting really radical women who are our age.  
The young women are great but, you know, we want people 
our own age, and here they were. I immediately decided I 
wanted to organize. I wanted to find a group. We went to a 
menopause workshop, where we met a couple of women 
who were our age, who were radical women, and we liked 
them … But I wanted a radical group, and so organized the 
Crones Caucus. 

Marge lived in San Francisco ever since. She worked as 
a feminist therapist and a lesbian feminist activist.

 “As we all got older, I began to be involved with older 
lesbians organizing. There was a conference in San Francisco 
in 1989 I went to their conference, and there was a struggle, 
and a lot of us wanted to have an organization that would be 
political. That’s where Old Lesbians Organizing for Change 
came into existence.  I’ve been with them ever since … we’re 
saying, life isn’t over because you’re 70.  We’re also doing 
a lot of work about facing dying and what you need to do 
to take care of yourself when you become infirm. Well, you 
clearly need a community to support you.” 

(quotes are from a 2005 interview for Voices of Feminism 
Oral History Project, Smith College. https://www.smith.edu/
libraries/libs/ssc/vof/transcripts/Nelson.pdf)

Marge is listed in “Feminists who Changed America 1963-
1975.” She was a 2004 honoree of the Pat Bond Memorial 
Old Dyke Awards. Materials from her life as a lesbian activist 
(1947-2006) are in the Sophia Smith Collection at Smith Col-
lege, an internationally recognized archive of women’s history.  
Her life story is an example of how the second wave of the 
women’s movement changed many women’s lives.

A passionate gardener, Marge cultivated gardens of 
great beauty and abundance. She is survived by her partner, 
Sandra Shepherd; three children; two grandchildren; and a 
son-in-law. And many friends, including us in LAGAI,  who 
will miss her very much.

*  * *
When I think of Marge, I think of her compassion, her in-

tellect, and of course her smile and laughter. I’m not even sure 
what groups Marge and I were in together but I do remember 
meeting in the 90’s at her house, which was somewhat of 
an art/political museum. The last demo I remember being 
on with Marge was an older lesbian Occupy demo in front 
of the BofA on Mission Street. And I remember seeing her 
at the Modern Times farewell, up front with her wonderful 
spirit and smile. I’m sorry I never returned her Elaine Brown 
book, which she often graciously reminded me to do. Now I 
will keep it. Goodbye to you Marge with love, Deni

What struck me most about Marge was the combination 
of her sense of humor, smarts, knowledge and experience 
with a whole lot of issues, open-heartedness, thoughtfulness 
and commitment. She was a great advocate of seeking social 
justice, plus it was always fun to do actions with her. Goodbye 
Marge, I’ll catch up with you someday at the big protest in 
the sky, and we can finish that long delayed conversation we 
were having. -- Chaya

Marge Nelson

Kanani Kauka
Queer and AIDS activist, writer, editor and birdwatcher 

Kanani Kauka died on November 10th from lung cancer. 
Kanani was born in Honolulu and grew up in France and 
Boston. At Dartmouth College in the mid-1980s, she was 
active in the movement for divestment from South Africa 
and in building a feminist and queer subculture on a very 
conservative campus. In response to violent attacks against 
women divestment activists, Kanani and other women started 
a tabloid called Womyn’s Re/view, containing features like a 
“Match the Misogynists” quiz. 

As a writer, she contributed stories to the classic anthol-
ogy Out for Blood: Tales of mystery and suspense by women, 
Tomboys: Tales of Dyke Derring-do, and A Woman Like 
That.  As an editor, she was one of the first staff members of 
Lambda Literary (then Lambda Book Report) and worked for 
the Kaiser Family Foundation as a member of the production 
team for twelve years. Before moving to San Francisco, she 
worked at Lambda Rising bookstore in Washington, DC. 

In 2000, Kanani met Laura Thomas, one-time ACT UP 
member, now Deputy California State Director of the Drug 
Policy Alliance, at a friend’s wedding. Kanani and Laura 
were married four times – in 2004, when same sex marriage 
was briefly available in San Francisco, in 2005 in Vancouver, 
BC, where it was already legal, in a ceremony in Berkeley 
and then in 2008 just before the passage of Proposition 8. 

She was a talented photographer and a passionate birder.  
She volunteered counting hawks for the Golden Gate Raptor 
Observatory and wrote for Pacific Raptor Report. For many 
years she was a member of the San Francisco Dyke March 
Organizing Committee.

Kanani’s memorial will be held at the Women’s Build-
ing on 18th Street in San Francisco on Sunday January 20th, 
at 4 pm. In addition to Laura, she leaves many devastated 
friends. Laura, Lisa, Rebecca, Ingrid, Jennifer, we send our 
love and support to you all.

By Kate
Elections bring various things like clockwork, and one 

of them is debates among leftists about whether, why and 
how to participate in them. This year more than most, many 
leftists put considerable time into electoral campaigns. 
Some threw down with visionary candidates like Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez, Stacey Abrams, Rashida Tlaib and Cat 
Brooks. Others helped swing historically red districts to blue, 
sometimes by working on behalf of less than enthralling 
candidates like venture capitalist Josh Harder, in California’s 
Central Valley and Jacky Rosen in Nevada, one of two House 
democrats who voted for a permanent tax cut on rich people. 
Others ran for city councils, school boards, transit authorities 
or water boards.

Some leftists did not let themselves get distracted by the 
elections, just kept doing movement work. Others sat on the 
sidelines, predicting doom and criticizing those who chose 
electoral paths as dupes or false friends.

With the elections barely decided – a few of them yet to 
be called – the postmortems are flowing fast and furiously. 
Among the folks who committed to the fight, some are on 
much-needed vacations, some are picking up the neglected 
threads of their lives, some are rolling up their sleeves to 
help capitalize on a victory or near-victory. Among the anti-
electoral set, some are breathing a sigh of relief and hitting 
the ground running on tenant assemblies, migrant justice 
coalitions, caravans to the border, socialist schools, climate 
sit-ins, mutual aid projects – something nearly every day of 
the week and four a day on weekends. 

For some of us who had one foot in and one foot out of 
the electoral madness, this is a time for some sober reckon-
ing about what is productive and what role we should play.

Elections are a very flawed tool for the left. We’re nearly 
always outspent, and our opponents control the media. That’s 
why California, where almost 50% of voters are renters and 
almost 60% of renters are paying 30% or more of their in-
come for housing, rejected Proposition 10, which would have 
allowed cities to expand rent control to include properties 
built after 1995. The national Democratic machine threw its 
muscle behind millionaire Dianne Feinstein, even after the 

state party endorsed Kevin de Léon, a relative progressive 
from a working class immigrant family. 

But blaming Democrats, or blaming people who par-
ticipate in electoral politics, for the weakness of the Left, 
is backwards thinking. The reason left-wing candidates and 
initiatives don’t win elections is because the Left has not 
built political power. It’s not the other way around. If the 
Bernie Sanders campaign should have taught us anything, 
it’s that people who sit out elections are not waiting around 
for socialist candidates to emerge.

What Is To Be Done: December 2018  
Lesbian Chorus Edition

The Left can do many things besides try to win policy 
victories. We can continue to stand aside, holding a militant 
pole, helping build protests, supporting strikes, encouraging 
deeper and more critical analysis, reminding people about 
wars and other things they prefer not to think about, rooting 
for or dismissing or cautioning against the Yellow Vests in 
France and waiting for the next big wave of actions to try to 

get in front of. If that’s what you want to do, more power to 
you. If what you believe in is fighting fascists in the street, 
you don’t want nearly-sixty-year-old women in your bunch 
and I don’t want to be in there with you. So Go With God. 

But for those who want to be effective on a policy level, 
here are a few things we need to do.

(1) Learn to read a map.
We like to quote big-picture statistics: 52% of white 

women voted for Trump, 70% of the country supports 
Medicare For All, people of color are the new majority. 
These are (1) not that accurate – it seems like the percent-
age of white women who voted for Trump is closer to 47%; 
“non-Hispanic whites” still make up 62% of the population; 
and (2) not that relevant, given the political system that we 
live under. 

Take health care: 70% is a huge number, and it’s 
meaningful. But it becomes a lot less meaningful when you 
consider that the country does not get to vote on whether to 
adopt a single payer health care system (point of informa-
tion: Medicare for All is just a much better name for single 
payer). Who does vote is Congress, and Congresspeople 
don’t represent the population that responds to opinion polls; 
they represent their districts or their states. Here’s another 
big number: 63% of the population lives in cities.  And 
here’s a small number: 3.5% is the amount of land that those 
63% are crammed into.  Here’s another small number:  9.  
Just under half of the country’s population lives in 9 states: 
California, Texas, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
New York, Georgia and Florida.  It’s pretty likely that that 
much of the 30% who don’t support Medicare For All live 
in those 41 other states, and a huge majority may live in that 

Blessed Be, the elections are 
over. Now What?

continued on page 7
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On October 3, Chinedu Okobi, a 36 year-old Nigerian im-
migrant who grew up in in the Bay Area, was killed by san 
mateo county sheriffs. According to police statements, he 
had been weaving through traffic. He was married, with a 
12 year-old daughter.  
Initially, san mateo county district attorney wagstaff had 
said Chinedu had assaulted a deputy, but he was later forced 
to admit that was not true. The d.a. then claimed that the 
deputies had approached him because they were concerned 
for his safety. wagstaff said deputies tased Chinedu three 
or four times.  There is video of the incident, but it has not 
been released. 
Chinedu’s sister, Ebele Okobi, is the director of Africa policy 
for Facebook, and with a group of friends has organized to 
get justice for Chinedu, and to demand accountability and 
restrictions on the sheriff’s department use of force. She 
stated that she had moved her family to London in 2014 after 
the birth of her son, fearing for his safety from police, as a 
young Black man. Although the video has not been publicly 
released, on November 18 she posted what she had been 
allowed to see of the video: 
“Two days ago, I watched the police videos of my brother’s 
October 3 murder. They were shocking, not just because I sat 
next to my mother as we watched my little brother getting 
tortured to death in broad daylight while he begged “Some-
one, please help me!” and cried out “What did I do?”. They 
were shocking because they contradicted, in every single 
particular, the statement that the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office released and to which San Mateo District Attorney 
Steve Wagstaffe referred in multiple news outlets after my 
brother’s murder… 
“The video of my brother’s murder starts out with a dash cam 
view of my brother, walking calmly down the sidewalk, car-
rying bags. It’s notable, because the view shows other people 
walking-it’s broad daylight, so there is nothing particularly 
interesting or sinister about a man walking down the street, 
holding bags, heading somewhere. He is dressed normally, 
and doesn’t look disheveled or as if he’s in crisis…” 
“They grab him, rip off his jacket. He tries to run, asking, 
“What’s wrong? What did I do?” That’s when Deputy Joshua 
Wang tased him. My brother falls in the street, on his back, 
crying. He has the presence of mind to keep his hands in the 

Justice for Chinedu Okobi
air, even as Deputy Wang holds the taser and continuously 
sends volts of electricity through his prone body. He is not 
fighting, just crying in pain. I will never forget the visual of 
his hands, waving above his head, open, begging. He begs 
them to take the taser prongs off of him. He tries to pull them 
off himself…”
She then refutes, point by point, the lies told by wagstaff 
and the sheriff, including that Chinedu had been wandering 
in traffic (he hadn’t), was acting erratically due to “mental 
illness” (he wasn’t), was a danger to, or had assaulted a 
deputy (he wasn’t and didn’t), and that he died on the way 
to the hospital (he died in the street).  He was tased, pepper 
sprayed and assaulted by deputies. He was thrown to the 
ground, and he died. 
On Tuesday, December 4, about 40 people spoke at the san 
mateo county board of supervisors to demand:
1 .  I m m e d i a t e l y  r e l e a s e  a l l  v i d -
e o  f o o t a g e  s u r r o u n d i n g  C h i n e d u ’s  d e a t h ; 
2. Take the five officers involved in Chinedu’s 
death off active duty until the investigation is over. 
3.  Charge the  deput ies  involved in  Chinedu’s 
death. This is the third taser killing in 10 months, 
a n d  n o  o f f i c e r s  h a v e  b e e n  c h a rg e d  s o  f a r. 
4. Place a moratorium on taser use until there is an indepen-
dent review of the county’s taser policy and practice.
After public comments the chairman of the board of supervi-
sors, david pine, stated that the county had hired an “inde-
pendent taser expert” to review the case, and that therefore 
the release of the report, and the video, would be delayed, 
possibly by several months. (wagstaff had previously said 
the video would be released in December). 
Many organizations in san mateo county have joined this 
campaign, including Faith in Action Bay Area, Democratic 
Socialists of America – Peninsula, and, Pacifica Social Jus-
tice. Everyone is asked to: 
Call DA wagstaff at (650) 363-4752. 
Attend as many san mateo board of supervisors meetings as 
you can (they meet on Tuesdays in Redwood City) and keep 
raising these demands. 
For more information, follow Ebele Okobi on facebook, or 
contact pacificasocialjustice@gmail.com. 

by Tory
Various nonprofit organizations, Senior and Disability 

Action, Coalition on Homelessness, The Mental Health Asso-
ciation are leading the push to stop the draconian implementa-
tion of SB 1045 in san francisco.  SB 1045, as was explained 
in the last UltraViolet, is a developer-backed bill allowing 
for three pilot california cities to expand conservatorship of 
people with both psychiatric disabilities and substance abuse 
issues.  It is a naked attempt to target houseless people and 
remove them from the streets.  

The san francisco board of stupervisors is rushing to 
implement this law, responding to pressure from the wealthy 
elite complaining about the “unsightly” homeless encamp-
ments, interfering with the ease of their relentless gentrifica-
tion. The Voluntary Services First Coalition, as the name sug-
gests, is pushing for actually providing services and housing 
as a way to solve this problem.  It is such a simple idea and 
apparently too complicated for city politicians: if  real hous-
ing, drug treatment on demand and accessible mental health 
services existed, homeless encampments would shrink!

The Voluntary Services First Coalition had its first public 
event on November 30 at the san francisco public library.  
There was a panel discussion with a slide show about the 
bill and then a Q&A.  To the coalition’s surprise at least 
100 or so people showed up; about two thirds were people 
involved in providing services in sf and a third people who 
might be impacted by the law.  Jennifer from The  Coalition 
on Homelessness showed a slide show which discussed the 
history of the marginalization of disabled people in california 
and san francisco. In 1867, san francisco was the first u.s. city 
to pass “ugly laws”, which made it illegal for people with vis-
ible disabilities to be seen in public.  california involuntarily 
sterilized more people than any other state.  There was also a 
good firsthand account by someone who had been incarcer-
ated for having psychiatric problems.  Susan Minzer from 
the ACLU disability rights project talked about how SB1045 
would significantly curb people’s civil rights.  The coalition 
distributed a survey giving people a chance to express their 
personal experiences.  People also gave revealing testimony 
during the Q&A both as impacted people and as providers 
struggling with inadequate resources. 

The coalition has several differing world views in the 
approach to fighting this egregious plan.  Many sf nonprofit 
organizations have a long history of involvement with city 
hall and are adept at knowing who and how to talk to the city 

Voluntary Services First!
politicians.  To that end there have been a number of meetings 
with the board with less than hopeful outcomes. Mayor lon-
don breed has been using this law as a public relations stunt 
to prove she is doing something about those pesky homeless 
people plaguing her golden city. Board members, it would 
seem, are nervous about going against her.  Some people 
in the coalition feel we should be devising amendments to 
the legislation to mitigate the effects of the legislation.  The 
coalition has been participating in “stake-
holder” meetings convened by the board of 
stupervisors.  LAGAI-Queer Insurrection, 
Gay Shame, Poor Magazine and others have 
urged fighting the implementation of the 
legislation altogether, calling for a grassroots 
movement led by impacted people. Having 
done some fliering and talking with people 
around the sf library, it is clear to me that 
houseless people are aware of this push to 
expand conservatorship and are very con-
cerned about it.  By offering amendments 
and going to stakeholders’ meetings, some 
us feel that the coalition is legitimizing the 
legislation before a real movement opposing 
it has taken hold. 

On December 19, Voluntary Services 
First will be doing an action in which they 
sing doctored xmas carols dressed up in 
grinch masks in the halls of city hall.  Along 
with the political caroling, people will march 
around the civic center and the library doing 
outreach about the issue.

The legislation will likely go to the 
board rules committee in early January. 
The coalition will put a call out for people 
to attend and raise hell.  Poor Magazine is 
working with impacted people to organize a 
demonstration.  There needs to be a bigger, 
more vociferous movement, one that puts 
impacted people front and center, one that 
insists on  comprehensive accessible ser-
vices for mental illness and good housing 
for everyone.

HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT

No Mail No Way
by Julie

On August 29, the Pennsylvania Dept. of Corrections 
(PADOC) locked down all the state prisons.  12 days later, 
the lockdown ended and a new terribly restrictive mail policy 
was instituted.  As part of a $15 million “security” plan, 
$4 million is going to Smart Communications, a Florida 
company started in 2009. All mail is to be sent directly to 
an address in Florida. Smart Communications, using their 
2017 improved virtual mailroom, “Mail Guard, will scan and 
digitally forward all non-legal letters, photos or drawings. 
Prisoners will receive only a printout.  Since the new policy 
began 3 months ago, there have been numerous complaints of 
missing pages, misdirected letters, long delays and illegible 
copies.  Photos are sometimes shrunk to fit 4 to a page and 
often converted from color to black and white.  

According to a recent survey of incarcerated people 
by the Vera institute for Justice, letters are used by 92% of 
prisoners to stay in touch with friends and family. Many 
studies have shown that maintaining supportive relationships 
with the outside world hugely helps a person when they are 
released.  For many, the thought that their correspondence 
will be stored in a searchable database is a deterrent to even 
writing a letter. Discouraging written communications in 
any way is harmful and despicable.

The “rationale” for the new policies is a supposed series 
of incidents where guards got sick after exposure to drugs 
called synthetic cannabinoids, K2. In interviews in two 
Philadelphia newspapers, several medical toxicology experts 
have expressed their belief that it is unlikely that people were 
sickened by incidental exposure, arguing that more likely it 
was “mass psychogenic illness” – a sort of contagious anxiety 
response.  To quote S. Wilson, one of our prisoner subscribers 
in PA, “The real reason is to further monetize incarceration.” 
Yet another way for private companies to make money off 
of the prison system, actually off of prisoners themselves.

Legal mail (anything from a lawyer’s office) will be 
opened in front of the recipient and inspected.  The prisoner 
will then receive a copy.  The whole process will be video-
taped and the recording kept by Smart Communications. The 
ACLU PA, PA Institutional Law Project and the Abolitionist 
Law Center first sent a letter in September to the PADOC 
strongly objecting to the new policy.  On October 30, they 
filed two lawsuits. “My greatest fear is that my legal mail 
will become the reading material of the superintendent or 
worse, my opponent,” said Leticia Chavez-Ford, a civil rights 
lawyer.  Ordinarily she sends out 60-70 letters to inmates 
every month. Other lawyers have said such fears have already 
led to weeks-long back logs in requests for legal phone calls.  
At some prisons, officials are refusing to allow such calls 
unless a court date is imminent.  

Jones v Brown (3rd Cir.2006) states that policies that 
interfere with protected communications or strip those 
protected communications of their confidentiality, impinge 
upon the inmate’s right to freedom of speech.  The two 
current lawsuits also claim that the PADOC’s changes are 
unwarranted and unnecessary because there is no evidence 

continued on page 4
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that legal mail is a major source of illegal drugs. A lawyer 
at the ACLU-PA reported that the PADOC only presented 
two instances.

At first, the PADOC cut off all access to volunteer-run 
free book programs and limited prisoner ability to get books 
from publishers.  Instead they said they would provide access 
to E-Books, but the prisoner would have to buy a tablet and 
buy books from a DOC-approved vendor, GTL, and place 
their orders thru the PADOC.  After an onslaught of angry 
letters and phone calls, the DOC gave up that plan.  Books 
can again be sent by free-donation programs like Books thru 
Bars and “original sources” like publishers and bookstores. 
Thousands of books are sent into prisons every year by Books 
thru Bars, just one of several book programs. 

As the new policy stands now, legal mail should still 
be sent to an individual prisoner’s own institution, books 
and magazines are sent c/o Security Processing Center, 
Inmate’s name and #, 268 Bricker Rd, Bellefonte PA 
16823 and all other mail is sent c/o Smart Communication/
PADOC, Inmate’s name, #, Institution, PO Box 33028, 
St. Petersburg FL 33733

Prison officials around the country have been trying to 
make similar laws.  This year, New York, Maryland and the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons all started new policies drastically 
restricting inmate book purchases.  They all quickly rescinded 
them in response to public pressure and threats of legal ac-
tion.   In PA, there have been rallies and other protests against 
the new policy.  In December, a few groups organized letter 
writing campaigns, sending angry holiday cards to Governor 
Wolf (who completely supports the DOC) and Corrections 
Secretary Wetzel. One woman wrote, “I hope you get the 
touch and feel the originality of this card because my loved 
one won’t … [ever be able to].”

Write or call governor Wolf, 508 Main Capitol Bldg. 
Harrisburg PA 17120, 717-787-2500, govcorrespcrm@
pa.gov   and corrections secretary John Wetzel, 1920 
Technology Parkway, Mechanicsburg PA 17050, 717-728-
2573, ra-contactdoc@pa.gov  

178 copies of UltraViolet were sent to PA prisoners in 
September and all of them were returned.  We emailed a 
DOC official, who sent us new instructions for this issue. 
Several of you wrote us explaining the new policy and 
requesting a replacement which we sent at the beginning 
of December c/o Security Processing in Bellefonte as per 
instructions. If you get a chance, let us know if you’ve 
received any UltraViolets. Of course, if we get them back, 
we’ll know you didn’t and we’ll try to figure out why.

PA isn’t the only state to make it hard for prisoners to 
get mail, just the most egregious and the most public.  Some 
prisons only allow postcards, no letters. South Dakota, for 
instance just sent back all the newsletters we mailed to 
South Dakota State Prison in Sioux Falls because, all of a 
sudden, address labels aren’t allowed.  Last month, one of 
the State Prisons in Florida changed their address from a 
street # to a PO Box and then returned all the newsletters 
that had been sent, with no explanation.  Only a letter from 
an inmate subscriber alerted us to the change.  FL DOC also 
seems to move prisoners around a lot but doesn’t forward 
their mail.  Some of our subscribers have been moved 2-3 
times a year.  Federal prisoners also are often moved to 
totally different states, also with unforwarded mail. Oc-
casionally we get an UltraViolet back, officially censored 
for “violent words” or “support for a demonstration” or 
“inciting prisoners”.  It all seems so random.  Some mail-
room person will return a newsletter with the new address, 
others will black out the addressee’s name and address so 
completely, we can’t tell who or where it came from. Often 
we hear from you about a missed newsletter that never 
even came back to us.  Where did it go?

We want to thank Mark T, Ms. Juicy Queen Bee, Ste-
phen W, David B and Chris C who wrote to us this month 
about the destructive new policies in PA.  We greatly ap-
preciate all the mail we receive from Inside (and outside 
tho that’s rarer). Please keep writing.

No Mail, No Way
continued from page 3

C.A.G.E.
Dear staff – Four other inmates and myself started the 

class called CAGE (Cultural Awareness Gender Education). 
What our class will teach will be an array of topics relating to 
the LGBTQ community and the rest of the inmate population 
who are interested in the dynamics of LGBTQ as a whole 
and as an individual.

The facilitators and I are reaching out to you for support 
of information be it hand-outs, flyers, videos and/or possible 
guest speakers.  I’m sure it’ll be highly unlikely for someone 
to come all the way down from San Francisco to be a guest 
speaker, however we’re calling out for help for ideas. [This 
is] ‘non-monetary’ help, that means we don’t need your 
money, we are just seeking information to better facilitate 
the LGBTQ community and the population as a whole.  Is 
there anyone out there who can help us? Rudolph ‘3 Bears’ 
Garcia #AY1321 CIM/A-3-181 PO Box 368 Chino CA 91708

Everyday…
Approximately once every two weeks, a transgender 

human is killed, for no other reason than being transgendered.
EVERYDAY a trans human is denied a diagnosis that 

provides access to effective health care
EVERYDAY a trans human is told directly or indirectly, 

they are not the gender that they identify as, and/or that they 
must conform to their sex assigned at birth.

EVERYDAY a trans human is denied medical care by a 
provider that is unskilled in gender identity issues.

EVERYDAY a confined trans human is told directly or 
indirectly that they are not entitled to basic human rights due 
to their gender identity.

EVERYDAY a state official (DOC, DHS etc) hides 
behind 11th Amendment protections, to engage in harmful 
behavior against trans humans, including writing policies that 
promote these behaviors, citing “safety and security issues”.

EVERYDAY a confined MTF trans human contemplates 
self-surgery because they are denied effective treatment to 
address their gender identity concerns.

As a result of these thing, EVERYDAY a transgendered 
person contemplates suicide as a result of internalized 
transphobia … 41% of trans humans attempt suicide and 
EVERYDAY too many succeed (one is too many).

When will the “Russian Roulette” with trans humans 
end? Will you take a stand to end these dangerous practices?  
Because if it’s ’not you, then who? If not Now, then when?  
Ms Kendra-Michelle Lovejoy, 1111 Hwy 73, Moose Lake 
MN 55767

Thanks for printing “The Horrors of Self-Surgery”! 
I received quite a bit of mail from around the country. Unfor-
tunately I have attempted again in July – and more recently, 
I have been placed on an individual Program Plan (IPP). 
Interestingly they referenced my attempts at Gender Affirm-
ing Self-Surgery (GASS) as ‘self-surgery’, not ‘self-harm’ 
or ‘mutilation’. They also have me seeing a psychiatrist to 
evaluate me for Gender Dysphoria and the psychologist, 
who wrote our Trans Policy, wants to speak with me to get a 
better understanding of what it is like to be trans, and what 
I experience on a daily basis. Can anyone say “Progress”? 
Kendra-Michelle Lovejoy MN

I am glad that there is a paper for us activists of the 
LGBTQ family to have our voices heard on the inside and 
out. As I read about the predators in the newspaper and hear 
about them on the news (Kkkavanaugh and Bill Cosby), it 
brings to mind the predators on the inside. To all my brothers 
and sisters who are LGBTQ who are indigent and locked up, 
it’s OK to say NO. You all know who these predators are.  
They are the ones who pressure us into sex. They first bribe 
us with drugs or commissary. THAT’S PROSTITUTION. 
You should never have to sell your body for something. 
Then they will say they can protect you and that they are 
the only ones who care about you. They try to completely 
isolate you. Don’t believe them. Most prison systems have 
an officer to go to but it seems like they can only help after 
you have been raped. So it is up to us to take a firm stand and 
say NO!  Anybody who sees this happening to our brothers 
and sisters needs to stand in solidarity when they are being 
terrorized. Jerry Kinsey, Huntsville TX

Deep down with most
 Individuals they desire
 One good friend-one that
 They can share their feelings
 Without fear or shame or
 Betrayal… Rayfield Johnson, 1010 W Columbia H3, 

Farmington MO
I’m writing to request that you cancel my subscription 

to UltraViolet. I’m set to parole so I’ll no longer be at this 
address.  It is my intention to make contact with you and find 
a way to pay it forward at some point in the near future. You 
have been with me this entire trip. One of the very few con-
stants in my life in a place where it’s difficult to find anyone 
or anything positive to count on, I knew I could always count 
on you. Thank you for your dedication, your love and your 
continued support. “…what care I, how other peoples have 
behaved in other ages? The foundation of all revolutionary 
thought lies in this idea that NOW is what matters” Diderot.  
Sending love and appreciation from the back of the closet.  
Benito Gutierrez, Chowchilla CA

With the exception of Portland and Eugene, Oregon 
remains grounded in homophobia. And I am not in Portland 
or Eugene. During my incarceration I have been unable to 
be myself because being ‘out’ I am still punished through 
housing and the limiting of employment. UV has been 
greatly appreciated as a source of support. Thank you. Josh, 
Umatilla OR

I appreciate the newsletter and answering my reply.  

Shorts From Inside
I am getting out of prison earlier than expected due to classes 
I took. When I get established I can get back on the mailing 
list from the streets. Thanks again. Steve, Cal City CA

I ijust wanted to let you know how much I truly enjoy 
your newsletter but I’m lucky to receive a copy once a year 
)-: It might be this uptight Mormon prison just not letting me 
receive them like I should be. I wouldn’t doubt it. Anyway, 
this was just supposed to be a shout out and to send my love. 
Thank you very much for your time and all that you do for 
me and my LGBTQIA family. Darren, Draper UT

There are 2900 men at this Unit. The need for unity 
and peer education is very much needed. The transgender 
inmates are being targeted by staff and inmates alike and I’m 
trying to change this best I can. Darrell Linbocker #378848, 
3899 Hwy 98, New Boston TX 75570

Once again I am amazed by the talent and dedication 
that this organization brings to the progressive movement 
of ‘our’ struggle for life, freedom and the pursuit of happi-
ness. I received the fall edition of UltraViolet and was very, 
very impressed with the lay-out, stories, articles and overall 
presentation of this newsletter. And that was just my first 
edition. Paul, Gatesville TX

Hello; I need others to know what’s going on. I 
changed all my state ID card, birth certificate, medical card 
and indictment papers to all say female. But in the Illinois 
DOC I am being housed as a male inmate. I am fighting this 
issue right now and need others to know and start asking 
questions to the IDOC (Why??) I cannot fight alone, I am a 
transgender female, will you help in letting everyone know 
where I am and my full name. Please. I know I am 100% Gay 
and LGBT is my life for Life!!! Ms Keith Brackett #B75025, 
Lincoln IL 62656

Hello to all of you in San Francisco. Just wanted all of 
you all to know that our prayers and thoughts are with you 
all during your time of troubles with the fires. We live in a 
crazy time you know, with all our technology and we can-
not defend against something as fundamental as an ember. 
I consider myself a twin-spirit – a bear on the outside and a 
sweet young pretty thing on the inside. Furthermore, I am a 
Certified Legal Aide within the KY DOC and I take my job 
very seriously. Therein lies the rub, as they say and I find 
myself in the sand that is quick more times than not. Maybe 
I will learn caution before my time is through, but maybe 
not. Fortune favors the bold, does it not? Thank you for being 
there for us all. All of us KYers will keep y’all in our hearts. 
Dennis, Eddyville KY

I’m a queer 35 year old black male from Grand Prairie, 
TX. I want to shout out to my fellow queerlings across the 
nation. I’ve been in TX all of my life.  Please take time to 
fellowship with the Queer Community in prison and outside.  
We are all going to need help when we are released.  I want 
to come to [the] Castro, I’m a good queer lover.  It’s hard to 
sleep at night.  There’s a lot of isolation especially being in 
the middle of nowhere.  I wish you were all a weekly queer 
paper.  Joseph, Colorado City TX

by Jessie D Milo, Corcoran S.P.
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by Amanda
“They need medics in Tijuana” a friend called to tell me.  

I’d already decided that the long drive was too much for my 
body when thinking of going to the border solidarity actions. 
But, somehow, I decided to go ahead anyway and show up. 
I was so impressed I could get out of the car and walk a few 
steps when we arrived in Tijuana that I was excited to see 
what help I could offer. 

It is true that a lot of solidarity help is needed in Tijuana. 
Most helpful are people who speak Spanish, have a vehicle, 
and can stay for 5-7 days to integrate into the work. Flex-
ibility is key. One nurse I met was a specialized, experienced 
wound care person and ended up happily doing translation. 
We met at a press conference for the hunger strikers. Every 
day I did different things and had no idea at the beginning 
of the day what I would be doing. One criticism I heard of 
North Americans is that we want to be able to plan when we 
are coming and what we will be doing. This is a humanitar-
ian crisis and people on the ground are overwhelmed getting 
through each day, usually don’t have time to answer the 
backlog of messages and emails they receive. 

Conditions on the ground are always changing and, if 
trusted, you will be doing many things…but perhaps not 
what you initially thought. If you want to volunteer, go with 
an open mind. There is an ebb and flow of volunteers so that 
weekends may have more folks and by mid-week few remain.  

The central organizing hub in Tijuana is the amazing 
autonomous space, Enclave Caracol, which is serious about 
feminism and an alternative to binary genders, and even 
works to change the heavily gendered Spanish language. 
Enclave is a community center with a plethora of posters 
including Pride, decolonize,  and   “Todos con Marichuy” 
(the indigenous woman backed by  Zapatistas who ran for 
President of Mexico*). Workshops and cultural presentation 
are offered of everything from dance to self care to how to 
deal with the effects of tear gas. I have rarely been in as 
gender fluid and inclusive a space where so many struggles 
are respected.   

I was honored to sit in a few of the daily meetings and 
see how thoughtfully people approached the work, needs, 
and resources. Enclave houses Comida no bombas / Food not 
Bombs and feeds homeless Mexicans, deportees, and anyone 
else who shows up since 2011. They are a community center 
which has integrated many caravan members. While I was 
there, one of the community meetings discussed whether to 
increase the number of meals provided daily to be able to 
support the Benito Juarez camp which now had no food after 
Mexican authorities closed the stadium flooded by torrential 
rain and  moved thousands of people a 30 minute car ride 
away to el Barretal, a fenced space which had been a night 
club and where some services are provided with long lines 
and military control/”protection”. Some people decided to 
stay camped on the street in front of the Benito Juarez stadium 
even though authorities tried to get them to leave and took 
away the limited services previously provided.  The camp 
residents I talked with felt el Barretal was isolated and too 
far away, difficult to get work, and although there were some 
services offered, they preferred to camp in the street in front 
of Benito Juarez..   

The collective decided to make more food and bring it to 
the site of the Benito camp. This was doubling the number of 
meals a day that were served at 2 separate sites. “We just have 
to start earlier” people decided who already were working 
very long days. I ended up working in the kitchen to sup-
port this change as there were not nearly enough volunteers. 
Enclave has put out a call for more volunteers. 

Enclave also has a tenant, the legal team, Al Otro Lado, 
which is on the top floors. They help migrants understand the 
process of seeking asylum in the US. I was never able to make 
it through their morning orientation since I got pulled out 
after 5 minutes to do other things. 2 of the women I traveled 
with were volunteering with al Otro Lado and kept very busy. 
Al Otro Lado also has an ongoing call out for volunteers.

As for medical care, I was able to do some, but it seems 
the most helpful thing is to organize a fairly self-sufficient 
group to provide everything needed for a mobile clinic. En-
clave has a clinic space which I cleaned out and organized. 
I understand that at times people pass through to staff it. 
Anyone with a complicated problem goes to the General 
Hospital where I’m told patients are seen without charge for 
up to 2 months, no documentation needed. 

Women from the caravan called for a hunger strike on 
November 29 to demand the US implement a faster asylum 
process & to the Mexican government to expedite humani-
tarian visas. It is so slow now that people would be waiting 
many months to get a chance to present their asylum claim. 
I was called to the hunger strike camp to check on a baby 
who had been bitten by a rat in the night. I imagine this is 
happening to other children as well.

I was able to connect with the LGBTQ caravans and 
able to provide some health care in addition to translation 
and logistics support. Trans women who apply for asylum 
are sent to Cibola Detention Facility which has a dedicated 
wing for Trans women. The hope is that they can support each 

other being together. However, Cibola is the Detention Center 
where Roxsana Hernandez Rodriguez was briefly housed, 
possibly where she was shackled and beaten, before she died 
from lack of medical care. When Cibola was a private prison, 
it lost its contract due to  human rights violations and months 
later reopened as a detention center. 

I can say that Diversidad sin Fronteras and Santa Fe 
Dreamers Project has been doing a lot to support our fam-
ily. Past issues of UV have talked about their work. Your 
donations to these groups are being well spent. In addition 
to money, there is a need for folks here in the US to step up 
for everything from providing housing to concretely helping 
folks navigate the complexities of this new life after getting 
out of detainment. 

It’s a bad time to be a migrant. The fear of the stranger is 
nothing new though worldwide today xenophobia seems to be 
ever stronger. The Dutch are talking about housing migrants 
on an island 2 miles off their coast which previously had 
been used to quarantine sick animals. In 1913 the Dominican 
Republic stripped citizenship, retroactively to 1929 of any 
Dominican born of foreign parents (mainly Haitians). The 
last boat that saved the lives of 10,000s of refugees in the 
Mediterranean is being forced to close down.  And the US just 
allowed a 7 year old girl to die in ICE custody rather than seek 

Report from the Tijuana Border

by Blue
The account of the murder by ICE of Roxsana Hernan-

dez in May, 2018 has been told in major newspapers and 
magazines around the US including the New York Times, the 
Washington Post, the LA Times, even Teen Vogue and Elle.  
It took a second autopsy to prove it was extreme physical 
abuse that actually led to her death not the pneumonia, dehy-
dration and alleged heart attack that ICE claimed had killed 
her.  ICE has strongly denied claims of physical abuse and 
will not publicly release the autopsy results that are required 
by law when someone dies in custody.  Apparently ICE does 
not consider medical neglect to be abusive.

“Immigration prisons are teeming with human right 
violations,” said civil rights attorney Andrew Free who works 
with Transgender Law Center.  The prison where Roxsana 
was killed is run by CoreCivic.  90% of ICE detention centers 
are run by CoreCivic, the largest private prison company in 
the country.  In 2017, they reported $1.77 billion in revenue, 
their largest source of income from contracts with ICE.  Co-
reCivic’s immigration detention centers have faced public 
scrutiny for human rights abuse, including medical neglect, 
sexual and physical assault against detainees, understaff-
ing and overcrowding.  The company’s motto, “Better the 
Public Good” should be changed to “Better the Profits than 
the Public Good.”

In February 2017, detainees at an ICE facility managed 
by CoreCivic went on a hunger strike to protest their deten-
tion and CoreCivic retaliated by locking them in solitary con-
finement.  As of April 2018, CoreCivic faces three lawsuits 
for alleged forced labor and other abuses in its immigration 
detention facilities.  These cases, filed on behalf of several 
former detainees, allege that they were forced to work for a 
dollar a day by threats to place them in solitary confinement.   
Private run prisons are one of the symptoms of a pathological 
prison system that needs to end.

The Transgender Law Center and attorney Free filed a 
wrongful death suit against ICE on behalf of Roxsana.  “She 
journeyed thousands of miles fleeing persecution and torture 
at home only to be met with neglect and torture in this coun-
try’s for-profit human cages,” Free said.  This was Roxsana’s 
fourth attempt to seek asylum and this time she thought she 
had made it.  There was a sponsor, family members and a 
job waiting for her in Houston.  Roxsana decided to flee 
Honduras after she was gang raped by four members of the 
MS-13 gang.  Honduras has the highest murder rate of trans 
women than anywhere else in the world.

“Trans people in my neighborhood are killed and 
chopped into pieces, then dumped inside potato bags,” Rox-
sana told Buzzfeed News in April.  “…I wanted to stay in 
Honduras but I couldn’t… They kill trans people in Honduras.  
I’m scared of that.”

Roxsana, known as “Roxy” to her friends, decided to 
travel more than 2,000 miles with 1,300 other migrants hop-
ing to claim asylum in the United States, making a six-week 
journey across Mexico organized by Pueblo Sin Fronteras.  
The caravan went to San Ysidro Port of Entry on the border 
near San Diego to ask for asylum where Roxsana was taken 
into custody on May 9.  After being held for five days, she 
was transferred to the Cibola facility that houses a dedicated 
“pod” for transgender women, which ICE says is run by 
medical and detention staff trained in “best practices for 
the care of transgender individuals.”  Less than three weeks 
later, she was dead.

Diversidad sin Fronteras has been reporting about 
Roxsana since she arrived at the border.  They put out a call 
for justice in May when ICE announced that she had died 
in custody.  From the beginning Diversidad sin Fronteras 

continued on page 8

ICE Murdered Roxsana Hernandez
called her death murder.  The following letter was published 
in November when the second autopsy report confirmed 
their beliefs:

Roxana,
Our sister, our intimate sister, we miss you.
They told us you were beaten before they murdered you.  

They told us the shackles around your wrists and the chains 
around your stomach left you with red marks and deep scars.  
They told us your body was beaten with an object causing 
you to fall.  All of this happened while you were in custody, 
extremely sick and unable to defend yourself.  You spent the 
last days of your life resisting the physical and emotional 
trauma of a soulless country, which projects their deepest 
fears onto the bodies of trans refugees who are disposable not 
only to the state but also to most societies across the world.  
The state did not welcome you but instead classified you as 
a criminal.  You are not a criminal; you are simply the victim 
of the most grotesque forms of punishment and torture to be 
seen in the modern world.

We will not rest until justice is served.
We remember the day Anakai took this photo of you.  

Many sources say the photo came from elsewhere but that 
is not true.  The people that actually know about this photo 
because it’s more than a photo, it’s also a moment in time that 
we keep closest to our hearts.  It was the last time we saw 
you smiling.  It was the last time you wore that pink lipstick 
and those star earrings.  It was May 7th, two days before you 
presented to US authorities, right in front of the wax museum 
in Tijuana.  You are hugging our sister Charlotte as we take 
photos to send to sponsors.  After numerous conversations 
with the amazing trans /queer organizers from the Houston 
area, they informed that they were able to find you a sponsor 
there.  As soon as we got the good news, we came to tell you!  
You smiled so hard you started jumping in joy.  You always 
talked to us about your dreams.  You wanted to find your 
brother, help your sisters and mom back in Honduras, and 
you wanted to be in Houston.  That meant so much to you 
because you knew there were friends, you had a job there, 
and your life there was ripped apart when you were deported.

You presented on May 9th, 2018.  You were in the third 
LGBT group to present.

In the coolers, you got sick.  You got dizzy, you vomited, 
and nearly fainted.  Our sisters in the caravan informed CBP 
officers you were extremely sick.  They said you had a cold, 
laughing at you and telling you to wait for everyone else 
to get transferred.  You waited  5 and a half days until ICE 
decided to transfer all of the trans asylum seekers to Cibola.  
Then you were shackled and placed in a cooler - a state bus 
-without food, water or access to the restroom.  The guards 
stopped at McDonalds and got themselves some food all 
while joking and mocking trans asylum seekers.  You traveled 
over 15 hours from San Diego to El Paso and still resisted.  
You got to the emergency room there but then they took you 
out, you went to Cibola and then again to the hospital in New 
Mexico.  You were in the hospital for eight days.  What hap-
pened to you sister?  Why were you not able to recover at 
the hospital?  Why were you dehydrated if you had 8 days 
to recover?  Did they murder you, sister?

We miss you intimate.  We miss your laugh.  We miss 
the advice you always gave to the young woman who wanted 
to go out and walk down the street: “Stay at home, it’s not 
safe.  I am already older wuirras, I tell you from experience,” 
she would tell the young girls to take care of themselves, 
that the world is not safe for us trans people.  We miss the 
smell of your burnt hair when you straighten it as a line of 

continued on page 8
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By Chaya and Deni  

MOVIE REVIEWS  
THE HATE YOU GIVE (review by Deni) This film ver-
sion of the Young Adult best seller by Angie Thomas with 
a screenplay by Audrey Wells follows the magnificent book 
fairly closely except for a few changes that detracted rather 
than added to the strength of the story. (Wells, an award-
winning screenwriter, came from the SF Bay Area and DJ’d 
at KJAZ before her movie career. Very sadly, she died of 
cancer the day before this film opened.) With a powerful 
starring role by Amandla Stenberg and strong performances 
by Russell Hornsby and Regina Hall as her parents (along 
with a smaller role by my fave Issa Rae as the activist April), 
the film reflects the daily stories of young Black men get-
ting shot and killed by the police. The film includes lots of 
politics: The Black Panther Party 10 Point Program, issues of 
code switching, cultural appropriation, a Black Lives Matter 
type movement, incarceration, the role of Black police, and 

drugs in the community. Stenberg plays a Black high school 
woman named Starr living in the two worlds of her working 
class/poor family, neighborhood, and community and that 
of the elite white high school she attends. The drama builds 
when Starr is riding in a car with a very dear childhood friend 
Khalil (in a nuanced performance by Algee Smith). The two 
are stopped by a white cop and Khalil is killed. Starr must 
deal with the personal anguish of losing Khalil and the politi-
cal repercussions – how much will she step up and step out 
as a witness to this murder. These are decisions that affect 
her family and community as well as her. There’s a lot of 
great politics in the film and anti-racist protest scenes that 
have the energy of reality. Occasionally, the script borders 
on speechifying, and Starr’s white boyfriend seemed weirder 
on screen than in the book. But it’s a strong movie and worth 
seeing. Definitely try and read the book.

COLETTE (review by Chaya)   This indie biopic of 
one of France’s best-known writers tells Colette’s story from 
country girl through her marriage to her first husband and 
their life in Paris around the turn of the 19th century. The 
cinematography and acting by stars Keira Knightley and 
Dominic West were very good. Hubby asked her to ghost-
write a novel for him, which was a big success and turned 
into a series of books partly based on her own life. But he 
was listed as the author, and Colette was not interested in 
being controlled by him. His constant exploitation of her 
wore me down. He encouraged her to have affairs with 
women which she enthusiastically pursued so that he could 
continue his extramarital affairs. She divorced him in 1910 
(hard to imagine how she managed that), supported herself 
as an actor, and continued to write prolifically. She liked 
dressing in men’s clothing and enjoyed a lifestyle that defied 
traditional roles but was generally described as “scandalous” 
(well, scandalous for a woman). Her mother encouraged her 
to always stand up for herself, and follow her dreams. Too 
bad mom didn’t get a bigger role in the film, Fiona Shaw 
was excellent. Colette’s novels were women-centric and 
dealt with themes from her life such as women’s identity 
and independence in a male-dominated society.  

WIDOWS (review by Deni) I wanted to like this film 
more, it has some good actors (Bryan Tyree Henry, a fave 
from tv show Atlanta who plays former drug dealer turned 
aspiring politician) and a cast featuring four women in-
cluding Viola Davis. But this heist film by director Steve 
McQueen tried to pack too much in, both in terms of the 
convoluted plot and the politics, and the movie is somewhat 
flat and episodic as a result. Some of the acting was also 
pretty weak which made some of the unbelievable twists 
and turns even more unbelievable. Important political is-
sues were raised: feminism, a white cop killing a young 
Black man, domestic violence, sex work as a choice, but 
the hodgepodgeness of the overall film diluted the issues 
and the heist itself.

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (review by 
Deni) I don’t usually see cartoon films much less a Disney 
one, but I laughed out loud at this and even liked some of 
its politics. Ralph was voiced by great character actor John 
C. Reilly, and his best friend Vanellope by Sarah Silverman 
who did a terrific job making this spunky female character 
compelling and hilarious, with great minor roles by Taraji 
P Henson and (I hate to say it) zionist Gal Gadot as the top 
race car driver who inspires Vanellope. Parts of the film, in-
cluding commentary about the internet, range from hilarious 
to poignant and the scene with Vanellope bonding with the 
Disney princesses over the sexism in their princess roles was 
both a hoot and refreshing. There was even a sweet moral. 

Ok, yeah it was long and loud with the compulsory chase 
stuff but it was mostly funny and entertaining and smart.

BOOK REVIEW
THE LAST BALLAD by Wiley Cash (guest review by 
Cole) In the unlikely event that any UV reader needs to be 
reminded of the odious nature of capitalism, rest assured 
that this novel will provide a poignant reminder. The engag-
ingly written book is set within the context of the Com-
munist Party’s tragically unsuccessful efforts to organize 
Southern textile workers during the 1920’s. The author 
creates a sympathetic protagonist - Ella May - who becomes 
convinced that unionization offers the only means to lift her 
out of grinding poverty. Ella brings her gifts of singing and 
songwriting to her determined organizing efforts and joins 
ranks with Sophia and Velma, two Northern activists. She 
and her comrades cross swords with arrogant men in the 
Party and union leadership but refuse to back down. The 
portrayal of women as the backbone of the movement is the 
novel’s strong point. I found the inclusion of a benevolent 
upper class woman to be annoying and unlikely, but maybe 
I just have a bad attitude about the bourgeoisie.

The narrative unflinchingly confronts the fact that 
people’s struggles may fail. No radical fairy tale, hardly 
anyone lives happily ever after. Early on, the author pro-
vides the spoiler that Ella May dies at an early age; one 
later learns that she was murdered as a consequence of her 
activism. The books details the Party’s failure to compre-
hend and effectively combat white workers’ racism -- or, 
alternatively, the propensity of certain Party leaders to let 
that problem slide. Union leaders are hounded by the po-
lice; strikers find themselves evicted from company-owned 
housing. Red baiting is rampart and ultimately the union 
is broken. Didactic as this may sound, the author creates 
characters with whom the reader identifies - or, alternatively, 
can’t stomach.

Leftist scholars have argued that the Party’s attempt 
to support textile workers was motivated by a genuine de-
sire to improve the lives of a workforce subjected to an 
intolerable life. It is unfortunate but perhaps forgivable that 
the Party underestimated the barriers to be overcome. The 
novel, in large part based on actual historical figures, pro-
vides an important memorial to a chapter of labor history 
that has frequently gone unrecognized.

BITS AND PIECES   
The MOCHA Column’s Sports Roundup

Hey there radical queer sports/nonsports fans! In to-
day’s roundup we’d like to mention 2 recent things of note. 
First, in November, an unidentified cheerleader for the SF 
49ers became the first NFL cheerleader to take a knee during 
the national anthem, despite the fact that cheerleaders are 
extremely exploited on their jobs and forbidden to speak 
out publicly on any political or social issues. Yay her! Ok, 
this is a digression but must sports teams still have cheer-
leaders? Doesn’t 2018 seem late enough to stop parading 
women around as mascots for men? How about funding and 
promoting women’s sports and stopping the centuries-old 
exploitation of women? Capitalism + patriarchy = bad bad 
deal for women. Now back to our bit…which brings good 
news from Amy Schumer. Amy recently said she stands 
with Colin Kaepernick and his protest against racism and 
police brutality, so she is declining to participate in any 
Stupid Bowl commercials this February. Yay Amy! She 
challenged white NFL players to participate in kneeling in 
protest, saying “otherwise how are you not complicit?” And 
she also commented, “I personally told my reps I wouldn’t 
do a Super Bowl commercial this year. I know it must sound 
like a privilege-ass sacrifice but it’s all I got.”  
MINI-MEDIA ROUND-UP SCORE:  zionist propa-
ganda 3, justice for Palestine 0  

#1 In November, host of The Daily Show Trevor Noah 
headlined an event for the ADL (Anti-Defamation League). 
The ADL self describes as a civil rights organization fight-
ing anti-semitism but actually makes it a priority to label 
critics of Israel as anti-semitic using this to squelch support 
for Palestine, fights the BDS movement, and works to bring 
US police to Israel for “training.” Back in April when Star-
bucks had to do its PR diversity training day after having 
two Black men arrested in one of its Philadelphia stores, 
the ADL was initially selected as one of the leaders of the 
anti-bias training. But a popular outcry against ADL policies 
made Starbucks remove them from this role. So why just 
6 months later, did Trevor Noah host this ADL “Show of 
Unity” fundraising event??? People reached out to Noah, 
urging him not to host it, but he did. Bad choice, Noah!

#2 On November 29, CNN fired commentator Dr. Marc 
Lamont Hill, a prominent professor at Temple University 
and an advocate for justice in Palestine, because of a speech 
he gave at the UN that argued that Israel’s treatment of 
Palestinians violates the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. He said “we cannot endorse a narrow politics of 
respectability that shames Palestinians for resisting.” He 
was slammed by zionist backlash for this and for saying 
“…a free Palestine, from the river to the sea.” Supposedly 

it was those last 6 words that got him fired. Of course, it’s 
just fine for Israel’s deputy foreign minister to say in 2015 
“This entire land is ours.” Fortunately, Temple University 
did not bow to zionist pressure and has stood by Hill, with 
much encouragement from the human rights and academic 
community. Of CNN’s decision to fire him, Hill has said “I 
disagree with the decision. And I think history will vindicate 
the claims that I made.”

#3 The last mention in this category takes us back to 
movies. The 2017 documentary film “1948: Creation and 
Catastrophe” made by co-producers and co-directors Andy 
Trimlett and Ahlam Muhtaseb (Director of the Center for 
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies at Cal State San Ber-
nardino), was scheduled to show as part of the WeHo (West 
Hollywood) Human Rights Speakers Series. The film has 
screened at eleven international film festivals, and in more 
than 9 countries, including the US. The film contains “riveting 
and moving personal recollections of both Palestinians and 
Israelis and reveals the shocking events of the most pivotal 
year…the establishment of Israel as seen through the eyes of 
the people who lived it.” In a crowning glory of irony (it’s a 
Human Rights Series after all), the City of WeHo blocked the 
screening of the film due to demands from pro-Israel groups 
who claim the film and filmmakers are  – wait for it now 
– anti-semitic. The film’s critics used lies and propaganda 
from the infamous 2015 Canary Mission website, which was 
designed to damage the lives of pro-Palestinian activists. The 
film’s showing was first delayed but now has been indefi-
nitely postponed. Attorney Liz Jackson from Palestine Legal 
commented, “West Hollywood has censored Palestinians and 
Israelis trying to tell their first-hand stories from 1948, based 
on false accusations from a blacklisting website. The echoes 
of McCarthyism in Hollywood are alarming.” Contact the 
WeHo City Council at 323-848-6460 or council@weho.org 
and urge them to reverse their decision. 
GET YOUR COPY NOW OF AIRBNB’s MANUAL 
“How to Exploit Your Way to Corporate Success”  Airbnb, 
everyone’s favorite anti-worker gentrifier, gave in to a 2-year 
campaign designed to pressure it to end its listings of prop-
erties in illegal, Jewish-only Israeli settlements. And just to 
show the world even more what a good corporate exploiter 
oops we mean player Airbnb is, it recently pledged $5 million 
to fight homelessness in San Francisco. Aww, that’s so nice 
we won’t even mention that Airbnb is a major contributor to 
creating homelessness in the first place.      
GOOD NEWS DEPT  “US Police Depts Nix Participation 
in Joint Program With Israel After BDS Pressure” And hey, 
that’s a headline right of the Israeli paper Haaretz! In late 
November, US police departments in Vermont and Northamp-
ton, MA canceled their participation in a program that 
involves sending police to Israel to “visit” and meet Israeli 
police. This victory against the “Resiliency and Counterter-
rorism” program, managed by the Anti-Defamation League 
(remember the ADL from Trevor Noah item?!!) was won 
by pressure from a coalition of progressive organizations 
including many affiliated with BDS (Boycott Divestment 
Sanctions). Jewish Voice for Peace director Stefanie Fox 
said the decision reflects “…the growing consensus that the 
Israeli military does not offer a good model, not for the people 
Israel/Palestine and not for our communities here at home.” 
Onward to deconstructing this fascistic program everywhere. 
And of course we know that as Vermont and Northampton 
go, so goes the nation!  

WOOF WOOF WOOF  WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF 

The MOCHA Column

Fighting Fires with 
Prisoners

200 California state prisoners were among the many 
firefighters from around the state and the country that helped 
fight the devastating wildfires in California this year, reported 
the ACLU.  The prisoners were paid $1.45 a day for their 
service.  They are excluded from the basic protections that 
benefit most workers like the guarantee of minimum wage.  
Prisoners cannot join or form unions, and the meager wages 
that they earn can be taken away by the prison officials.  When 
they are released from prison their experience as firefighter 
will not get them jobs as firefighters because of their felony 
convictions.

Another disturbing aspect is how the use of prisoner 
labor could potentially affect California state policy.  In 
2014 the California prison system was found to be out of 
compliance with a Supreme Court ruling that limited the 
amount of people held in minimum security and ordered 
the state to grant early release credits to prisoners.  State 
lawyers argued that releasing prisoners would greatly reduce 
the number of available people needed to fight fires.  They 
hoped to maintain a cheap labor pool just in case but luckily 
the state lost that case.  

The ACLU stated that “the best way to protect pris-
oner workers is to treat them as much as possible like non-
incarcerated employees.”  What would be better would be to 
work to create alternatives to deal with community problems 
and not depend on police, punishment and imprisonment 
any longer.  
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96.5% of the land that is not cities, which is vastly overrep-
resented in Congress. If you’re a Congressperson from some 
gerrymandered district in Nebraska, Arizona or Mississippi, 
it makes zero difference what 70% of people in California, 
New York and Florida want.

(2) Think globally, act strategically
We want everything for everyone now. But that strategy 

– which is not really a strategy – has for many years gotten 
us nothing for anyone. Here’s yet another number:  1 in 8 
Americans live in California. If California gets single payer, 
a right to housing and a $20 minimum wage, that will mean 
more than 12% of Americans have them. Washington and 
Oregon may well beat us to it. Hawaii and Massachusetts 
could be close behind. And California is bluer than ever. 
Orange County, which gave us homophobe John Briggs and 
Proposition 13 author Howard Jarvis, is now blue and major-
ity people of color. 

California has big Democratic supermajorities in both 
houses of the legislature and a new governor who is not 
progressive but claims he is. We don’t have to believe that 
to use it. 

Every group doesn’t need to do the same thing, but we 
should be pulling in the same direction. That means the uni-
versal health care people going to the climate justice people 
and the homeless action people and the no-more-prisons 
people and working out some agreement that we’ll show up 
for each other. Social justice nonprofits should (be pressured 
to) build into their budgets some time spent working on is-
sues that aren’t their primary focus. Grassroots groups should 
do the same with the resources we can mobilize. In order to 
do that, we need some way to come together and work out 

some kind of timeline, so instead of three actions on the same 
day, we have one major mobilization every two weeks, or 
whatever, the way the various canvasses used to get together 
and divide up turf (maybe they still do). 

New York and Illinois peeps, get it together. Folks in 
hopelessly red areas, make this California Winter. I have a 
guest bed you can sleep on (if you don’t mind a few rats, but 
we’re working on that). 

We got this.
(3) Get out of our own way.
When I was living in Palestine, I went to the bus station 

in East Jerusalem one day to find a car going to Bethlehem, 
where I had a meeting. A guy was wandering around and he 
said, “I heard the checkpoint was closed.” Another woman 
nodded her head. I asked where they heard it. “Around,” 
the guy said. I thought, well, maybe it was but often there 
was a way in, especially for a foreigner. I poked around and 
finally found a car going that way. I got to the checkpoint. 
No delay. I went straight through. When I mentioned it to 
the guy I was meeting, Sami Awad from Holy Land Trust, 
he said, “That’s what happens when people are occupied for 
so long. You get so used to being beaten down, you take any 
excuse not to bother.” 

I think parts of the left are infected with that low energy 
that comes from decades of losing. Some of us are afraid of 
getting our hopes up and being disappointed again. Some of 
us are afraid of looking foolish, by believing in some liberal 
who sells us out. And it’s all a good excuse not to do the f*** 
of a lot of work it’s going to take to get stuff done.

But here’s the thing: Being right is really nice. I should 
know, because I’m right almost all the time. But being right 
with good health care, safe drinking water and a livable 
minimum wage is much nicer. If someone wants to pledge the 
flag, I could maybe argue with them about imperialism after 
we’ve gotten a few wins under our belts together. Something 
tells me, they might be more willing to listen then. That 
doesn’t mean I am gonna stand up for the national anthem, 
but being unwilling to work with liberals has not gotten us 
revolution in the last four decades. I’m even willing to put 
up with some annoying nonprofit people.

I suspect some leftists secretly don’t want anything good 
to happen under Newsom because that might make it look 
like he’s a good guy. Don’t worry. He’s not. But not-good 
people have done good things before, or at least allowed 
themselves to be given credit for them. Need to hear that 
old saw about Nixon and the Clean Water Act again? George 
H.W. Bush was just lionized for being the guy who brought 
us the Americans with Disabilities Act, which he didn’t. He 
just saw that it was not politically wise to oppose it.

We all know what gets things done: movements. When 
Ocasio-Cortez joined the Sunrise Movement sit-in in Nancy 
Pelosi’s office to demand a Green New Deal, she signaled 
her understanding that getting progressive candidates elected 
is only the beginning of a long process of social change. 
Don’t tell me Newsom will try to backtrack on his campaign 
pledge to support single payer. I don’t doubt it. But if the 
84% of Democrats and 66% of independents who support 
single payer are out there demanding it – not passively on 
the internet but loudly in the streets and the halls of the 
Capitol of this in 46% Democratic and 23% independent 
state, Newsom won’t dare deny them. Don’t tell me Pelosi 
won’t allow it. Last I checked, the Speaker of the u.s. House 
of Representatives doesn’t run California. The potential blow 
dealt to the hanging-by-a-thread Affordable Care Act by the 
ending of the individual mandate can only strengthen support 
for universal health care. So let’s get busy.

(4) If we don’t fight, we can’t win.
The happiest woman in the country right about now has 

to be Jane McAleavy. She’s a labor organizer and author 
of the 2017 book, No Shortcuts, which looks at unions and 
other working class organizing projects. Her main thesis is 
that mobilizations that don’t require participants to make a 
commitment by signing a union card, paying dues, joining 
an organizing committee or voting yes or no in an election, 
are basically worthless. For the record, I do not agree with 
her assessment of the value of protest and other types of 
actions. But recent events certainly give a lot of credence 
to her approach.

The victory by Marriott workers (see labor roundup, 
this page) proves that full-on strikes work, while the one-
day quasi-strikes and corporate campaigns favored by “new 
labor” often don’t. (Though, I would point out that Fight 
for $15, which uses a mobilizing and lobbying approach 
that minimizes the sacrifices individual workers are asked 
to make, has won bigger raises for more workers than the 
Marriott strike did.) The November election results did more 
than just change control of Congress. It also provided clear 
and usable data on what works and doesn’t work in a wide 
variety of political contexts. It shows us where our strength 
is, where we need push just a little harder, and where we 
maybe can’t win right now. (Beloved Oakland, what’s your 
problem?)

It’s up to everyone whether to heed the messages in 
the bottles or continue spinning impossible fantasies or dire 
predictions. I personally want to see what we can accomplish 
if we agree to put our inner Eeyores to sleep.

It’s not always true what they say, that “When we fight, 
we win.” But this is always true: If we don’t fight, we can’t 
win.

See you in the streets.

Oakland Wildcat Teachers Strike
On December 10, teachers from five Oakland high 

schools staged a wildcat “sickout” strike and rally in Oscar 
Grant Plaza.  The teachers are represented by the Oakland 
Educators Association, which did not sanction the strike, 
although teachers have been working without a contract 
since July 2017. 

The strike was initiated by teachers from Oakland High 
School where over 85 percent of teachers participated, despite 
threats from the district. A majority of teachers from Madison 
Park Academy, Fremont High School, Oakland Technical 
High School and Castlemont High School also joined.

OUSD teachers are among the lowest paid teachers in 
the Bay Area, and many can not afford to live in the district, 
particularly with the tech-fueled housing crisis/gentrification. 
The district has offered 5 percent over the next three years, 
while the teachers are demanding 12 percent. Teachers are 
also demanding better conditions, including smaller class 
sizes and in-school resources. 

OUSD is chronically under-funded, due in large part to 
Proposition 13 and other limits on corporate taxes, including 
the inability of Oakland to set taxes on the port. In 2003 the 
state took over the district, appointing a trustee who over-rode 
the local school board, closed schools, and abolished many 
community-initiated programs. In 2009 some home-rule was 
restored, but the district remains under the jurisdiction of 
the state’s Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team 
(FMCAT). Part of the district’s budget deficit is due to the 
continual repayment of debt to the state accrued under the 
trustee. On November 14, the OUSD superintendent presented 
a preliminary report suggesting the closure or merger of 23 
out of 76 OUSD schools, and removing up to 340 positions. 
Meanwhile, charter schools continue to receive about $57 
million per year. 

Victory at the Marriott
On December 3, workers at the San Francisco marriott 

hotels ratified an agreement that ended their 9 week strike. In 
early October, workers in California marriotts in San Fran-
cisco, San Jose, Oakland and San Diego, as well as Boston, 
Detroit, Honolulu and Lahaina, walked out over wages and 
working conditions. The contracts were settled one city at a 

time, with San Francisco’s hotels the last hold-out. 
“One job should be enough,” was a major slogan in the 

SF strike, given the gap between the marriott pay, and the 
cost of living. Marriott refused to attend a hearing by the SF 
board of supervisors during the strike. 

The strike settled with a retroactive $1.75 per hour in-
crease in pay, and additional raises over the next four years. 
UNITE HERE, the union representing the workers, also won 
contractual provisions to protect workers from sexual harass-
ment and other forms of workplace violence and layoffs due 
to automation. The contracts provide up to 5-year leaves of 
absence for workers caught up in immigration proceedings, 
permitting them to return to their same job and seniority. 

Another issue in the strike was the “Green Choice” 
program, which lowers the room charges in exchange for 
customers not having daily housekeeping service. This cre-
ates a much greater workload for housekeepers, since check-
out rooms require more cleaning, while the daily services 
are eliminated. According to a Union report, this has led to 
increased injuries, and reductions in hours.

One factor in winning these contracts was that several 
organizations that had planned large meetings at the marriotts 
notified the hotels that they would cancel if the strike was not 
settled. This is part of UNITE HERE’s Fair Hotel Campaign, 
which includes model language for organizations that permits 
last minute cancellation in the event of a labor dispute. 

Strike at Kaiser Mental Health 
On December 10, workers represented by the National 

Union of Healthcare Workers (NUHW) began a five-day 
strike against kaiser’s mental health facilities. Charging that 
kaiser does not provide adequate programs or staffing, thou-
sands of psychologists, therapists, social workers, psychiatric 
nurses, and addiction medicine specialists walked off the job. 
They were supported by other NUHW members, including 
dietitians, audiologists, speech pathologists, health educators, 
and optical workers. The California Nurses Association also 
supported the picket line. 

The strikers charged that kaiser fails to provide sufficient 
services, so that patients are forced to wait a month or longer 
for an initial appointment. In 2013, California’s Department 
of Managed Health Care fined Kaiser $4 million for violat-
ing the state’s Mental Health Parity Act and Timely Access 
to Care standards. The practices continued, resulting in two 
subsequent reports documenting violations, and last year 
kaiser was required to accept outside monitoring of its men-
tal health services. Although kaiser is a non-profit, NUHW 
reported that kaiser made $2.9 billion in the first 9 months of 
2018, and $3.8 billion in 2017. This money goes into execu-
tive compensation and benefits. According to NUHW, kaiser 
has $42 billion in cash and investments. 

Chicago Charter Teachers Win Contract
On December 9, the Chicago Teachers Union announced 

a tentative agreement with Acero charter schools, settling a 
4-day strike. This is the first successful strike against a charter 
school company. Acero, which operates 15 schools, has agreed 
to raise pay for teachers and paraprofessionals to be closer 
to that paid in Chicago Public Schools, to reduce class sizes, 
and to provide sanctuary for undocumented students. Acero 
will also more closely match the school day and school year 
length of the public schools.

Earlier this year, the CTU merged with the Chicago Al-
liance of Charter Teachers and Staff. Only about 11 percent 
of charter schools nationwide are unionized, according to the 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, although 25 
percent of Chicago charter schools are union. 

Last year, Acero was rebranded from UNO Charter 
Schools Network, which has had many scandals, including 
being charged in federal court for defrauding investors. 

Teachers, Housekeepers and Shrinks, Oh My! 

An Election Roadmap for the Left
continued from page 2

Asked how he would 
respond to a gay 
grandchild, Bush said: “I’d 
love that child. I would 
put my arm around him 
and I would hope he 
wouldn’t go out and try 
to convince people that 
this was the normal life 
style....” 

ONE AIDS DEATH EVERY 12 MINUTES. 
“If one was being charitable one could say it was a mixed 
legacy, but in truth it was a bad legacy... on AIDS.”  
--Urvashi Vaid
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prompt medical care for her overheating and dehydration.  
The recent caravans from Honduras and Central America 

have left thousands of people camped out in Tijuana hoping 
for asylum and entry into the US. Military has been called 
up, migrants are now called terrorists, and the US refuses to 
follow our own laws granting asylum requests.

Central America has suffered from centuries of colo-
nialism and exploitation with harsh punishment for any 
resistance. This continues today under neoliberal policies, 
repression of indigenous opposition to mining, deforestation, 
and dams. The  2009 US supported coup of Manuel Zelaya 
in Honduras created an even greater level of corruption and 
violence from gangs and drugs which have become embedded 
in the state police forces. Also, there has been a number of 
years of drought and crop failure in the “dry zone” of Central 
America causing food scarcity for 2 million people. The cru-
elty of neoliberalism in partnership with world banks and the 
elite is shown by the privatization of water in Choluteca, Hon-
duras for the last 5 years, restricting water usage for 200,000 
residents and farmers in a time of decreasing rainfall. Climate 
disruption and chaos is another face of global imperialism. 
The pollution and carbon dioxide of the wealthy developed 
countries disproportionately  affects poor and vulnerable 
people around the world. Mass migrations which dwarf the 
current “immigration crisis” are in our earth’s future. This 
was the point of the 2018 UN Climate report which details 
what a huge difference to the lives of millions and millions 
of people around the world hangs in the balance of the earth 
warming 1.5 degree C instead of 2 degrees C.

On the ground in Tijuana, I heard again and again from 
mothers that they had to leave their homes. In addition to 
the violence which killed family members, they had no food 
for their children. Living on the streets with inadequate food, 
sanitation, and health services in Mexico is not a new experi-
ence for many of them. What is new is collectively taking 
their destiny into their own hands and trying to change it 
together. This was the beauty of the caravans and inspired the 
amazing generosity people have showed the caravans as they 
passed. Although much has been made of Mexicans who are 
anti-immigrant, most of what I saw was solidarity. There are 
also camps of homeless Mexicans that are indistinguishable 
from those of the migrants. In the rain and cold, I thought 
of the many homeless encampments in Oakland, without 
any services, that are constantly being evicted and harassed. 

When I returned from Tijuana, I had the viral crud so 
many I saw there had. I had bilingual, dystopian dreams 
while sweating out my sickness. We are looking to make 
a new world where there is a place for the generations to 
come.  The horrors of famine, floods, drought and air we 
cannot breathe that will cause most of us who survive to 
become refugees is unacceptable. The struggle continues on 
many fronts from the streets of Oakland to Palestine, Haiti, 
Tijuana, Honduras, Bolivia, the Philippines, Nigeria, and on 
and on. La lucha sigue. 

*Marichuy’s campaign was not interested in taking 
power or in winning the privilege to rule over others but 
based on communal governance, a respect for the earth 
and others, and a commitment to healing from centuries 
of colonial domination. Centering the voices and values 
of indigenous communities – women and girls, especially 
– Marichuy’s campaign tour featured all women speakers 
who stressed the profound gender inequalities in Mexican 
systems of governance, the history of violence against 
Mexican women, and the culture of capitalism that extends 
impunity to those who commit femicides.

girls wait for their turn to plug their phones or connect their 
own straighteners.  We cherish every moment with you, both 
positive and negative, both difficult and meaningless, we will 
never forget you.  In your honor, the trans migrant movement 
resists and we are not alone.  You were not alone, and your 
memory will forever be our guiding force.

Xoxo sister,
Diversity Without Borders
CLOSE ALL PRISONS
OPEN THE BORDERS

Report from Tijuana
continued from page 5

Roxsana Hernandez
continued from page 5

by Lisa
Sound travels faster in water than in air. In the ocean’s 

salt water sound waves can travel quickly for hundreds or 
even thousands of miles along “sound channels” – while shal-
low channels tend to be transient, the deep sound channels 
created by the temperature and pressure gradients of ocean 
waters are quite stable. Many marine mammals (particularly 
whales and dolphins) communicate through sound over long 
distances and have very sensitive hearing and other sound 
receptors; they are very sensitive to sounds and vibrations 
in the ocean and some use echolocation to navigate through 
the ocean. 

For decades conservation biologists and activists have 
worked to reduce the noise hazards to these animals and 
other marine species (like turtles) from commercial ship-
ping, military sonar use (which creates a loud screeching 
sound underwater) and the very loud commercial activities 
using seismic guns and blasting to perform surveys in the 
ocean. After decades of advocacy, some limits were eventu-
ally imposed in this country on sonar testing and seismic 
blasting (but it has expanded elsewhere across the globe).  
The constant noise from commercial shipping has already 
decreased the ability of whales to communicate particularly 
near shipping routes and coastlines, and shipping continues 
to increase across the globe and into southern waters where 
shipping had been more sparse just a decade ago.  

Now even some of the few protective limits on seismic 
testing and blasting are being weakened or eliminated by the 
current administration. First, the Navy announced in August 
that it plans to weaken limits and increase the area for active 
sonar use and testing in the Pacific Ocean from California 
to Hawaii.  With fewer areas being placed off limits unless 
whales or dolphins are actually seen in the area where they 
are running tests, the problem is, whales are hard to detect 
visually and could already be adversely impacted by the sonar 
long before they were “seen” by the Navy. The Navy’s own 

It is Noisy down there!
studies show that the noise from sonar testing can disrupt 
feeding and breeding activity and also cause marine mam-
mals to rise too quickly to get away from the sound, causing 
internal bleeding or death.  The impact would be hard to trace 
and unlikely to come to light until long after the damage is 
done.  Earlier plans were challenged in court, this will likely 
be challenged as well once it is finalized. 

Second, after more than 30 years of protections being 
in place, in late November the administration approved a 
permit to allow seismic blasting to search for oil along the 
east coast from Maryland to northern Florida, a permit that 
has been denied by the last administration. Seismic surveys 
use air guns to blast the ocean floor with acoustic waves ev-
ery 10 seconds to map what’s underneath. Up to 48 air guns 
can be arranged in a rectangle, shooting blasts directly down 
that can be as high as 250 decibels—like dynamite going off 
every 10 seconds. The impacts to whales and other marine 
mammals from this blasting could be devastating. The way 
we measure hearing damage is flawed and based on one-time 
events but this would be day after day, week after week. Every 
10 seconds. The question shouldn’t be just: ̀ Is it so loud that 
it is permanently damaging the whale’s ears?’ but rather, “Is 
this undermining the whale’s ability to thrive.” A coalition 
of environmental groups filed a lawsuit in early December 
2018, to try and stop the blasting. 

The spectacular (but gruesome) 1956 underwater docu-
mentary from oceanographer Jacques-Yves Cousteau and 
director Louis Malle was called “The Silent World”, but it is 
now “the very noisy ocean”. You might want to check out an 
excellent documentary on the ocean noise issues from 2016, 
“Sonic Sea” http://sonicsea.org/ (I had to pay to watch it 
on line but maybe you can get it at your library?)  And you 
can check out a short video on the sound issue with lovely 
water color paintings here https://youtu.be/GFPTpbSFr74  

A failed system has put nearly 750 
people on California’s Death Row
CA governor jerry brown should leave no one 

on Death Row when he leaves office in January.  To 
encourage him to grant clemency and/or commute 
the death sentences of the 740 men and women on 
Death Row, Death Penalty Focus started a petition 
a few months ago that has been signed by over 
40,000 people.  Six former governors from around 
the country wrote an op-ed in the New York Times 
calling for brown to commute the sentences and 
impose a moratorium.  The petition was success-
fully delivered. But there’s time for a final push to 
pressure governor brown to act NOW.

California has the largest Death Row in the 
Western Hemisphere, and maintaining it costs 
$150-million every year.  Breaking cycles of vio-
lence and prioritizing justice over vengeance has 
been proven over and over to be the effective ap-
proach to improving the lives of all people. 

Please call 916-454-2841 and tell governor jerry 
brown to leave no one on Death Row when he leaves 
office. For more info, www.deathpenalty.org 


