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“Great Junk, Anthony.”

This was just one of the many tweets and emails allegedly sent by California State Senate 
candidate “scott weiner.” They appeared yesterday on a Wikileaks site under the title “Scott’s 
Junk Mail.” 

Unanimous, the international hackers known for anonymity, said in a statement, “A host of 
messages have cumm out between Scott and former Congressman and sexter Anthony Weiner. 
“There is an expected spillover efect resulting from the two Weiners joining together.”

Unanimous took credit for the hack, publishing additional messages, but could ind no 
evidence to support Scott Weiner’s claim to be gay. ‘It’s all just straight-up bullshit,” they said. 
In response, Scott pointed to his online video with the pokemon go app. “I poked the mon and 
went,” said Weiner, in a racist imitation of Jamaicans.

FBI director Cum-Ye disputed the claim that Unanimous was behind the hack. “We have 
deinitive proof, or at least some belief, that the hack came from Russia, despite their eforts 
to squirrel themselves away. We are hot on the trail of Natasha Fatale, a known associate of 
the infamous, and now believed dead, Boris Badenov.” 

Dewey Ward, a spokesperson for LAGAI – Queer Insurrection, once again disputed claims 
that Weiner is “one of us.” “He’s as queer as Roy Cohn.” 

WIENER HACKED

Remember September 30th 1991

September 30, 2016 marks the 25th anniversary of the coup that overthrew 
Haiti’s irst democratically-elected president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide who was the 
candidate of Haiti’s popular movement Lavalas in the 1990 presidential election; he 
won with 67% of the vote. 

Join Haiti Action Committee to commemorate the 25th anniversary of a coup 
that continues to inform the present struggle of the Haitian people for democracy 
and justice.

SEPTEMBER 30, 4:30 PM 
DEMONSTRATION, 14th & Broadway, Oakland

OCTOBER 2, 3:00 PM 
Program, Eastside Arts, 2277 International Blvd, Oakland

by Tory

On September 9, over 500 activists from a wide range 
of communities descended on the alameda county fair 
grounds in pleasanton, california at the crack of dawn to 
disrupt the 10th annual urban shield expo.  urban shield is 
a heinous military-promoting weapons expo, and tactical 
training for the police.  Stop Urban Shield is a coalition 
led by ive racial justice organizations: Arab Resource & 
Organizing Center (AROC), Critical Resistance Oakland, 
BAYAN USA, Black Alliance for Just Immigration and 
Xicana Moratorium Coalition.

Funded by homeland security, the trade show features 
an extravaganza of evil gadgets/weapons for the repression 
of the people, draws police swat teams from all country and 
internationally including mexico and israel.  For attendees 
there are displays of such insidious things as, special light-
ing systems for rounding up homeless people in nighttime 
encampments, armored vehicle companies displaying 75 
diferent kinds of armored trucks for law enforcement, 
companies pushing geo spatial software for “intelligence 
gathering” (read spying on protesters), all manner of gun 
enterprises, robotic companies....a veritable cornucopia for 
the evil empire.  In addition the SWAT police have myriad 
training exercises to better prepare for trying to squash the 
PEOPLE.

But the people just weren’t having it!  After months of 
intricate organizing, a complicated plan to disrupt the expo 
began.  The weapons extravaganza had been kicked out of 
Oakland in 2014 by the peoples wrath, now it was time to 
shut it down for good! 

As the website for Stop Urban Shield puts it:
“While Urban Shield is just one front in the ight 

against the state’s attempt to militarize every aspect of our 

lives – from its war-making here and abroad, to the increasing 
presence of police in our schools, to the systemic murder of 
Black and Brown people at the hands of police – stopping 
Urban Shield would be a major victory against this growing 
trend of militarization in cities everywhere, from Oakland 
to Ferguson to Baltimore. Join us in resisting state violence 
against our communities and in ighting for genuine visions 
of safety and self-determination.”

The alameda fair grounds is an enormous area.  Imagine 
trying orchestrate an action that is trying to shut down some-
thing the size of golden gate park.  The action was composed 
of a number of diferent ainity groups locking down across 
entrance gates at strategic spots, several groups trying to block 
entrances to interior buildings and a rally and march which 
went around the perimeter to the diferent gates. Bay Area 
Solidarity Action Teams (BASAT) organized twenty climbers 
to hang giant banners across the entrance to the buildings and 
from the clock tower inside.

People from QUIT! (Queers Undermining Israeli Terror-
ism) and LAGAI participated in various roles.  Amanda and 
Clio were medics; Erica carried a QUIT! sign on the march; 
Deeg, Julie and Tory were security for Asians 4 Black Lives, 
locked down at the “green gate”, and Kate was support for an 
ainity group of allies locked down at the “red gate” entrance 
next to the campground.

At seven in the morning people doing lock-down ac-
tions and support people met in the parking lot of an oice 
park near the fairgrounds, waiting for the signal to start from 
tactical.  People doing the interior actions went irst, a large 
faith based group and the BASAT climbers.  Then suddenly 
the signal was given, and we jumped into cars and vans and 
went through the fair gates without stopping and the lock 
downs were quickly set up.  A total of four lock-downs hap-

We Stopped Urban Shield

continued on page 8
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Polly Irene Taylor, a life-long lesbian activist for femi-
nism, peace and social justice, died on July 26, 2016. 

Polly was born on May 31, 1929 in Haverford PA into 
a Quaker family whose beliefs helped to shape her commit-
ment to peace and social justice for all. She graduated from 
Wellesley in 1951 and later earned an MSW in social work. 

In 1961 she started a psychotherapy practice in Bufalo, 
NY, developing concepts of feminist therapy.  During the 
Vietnam war she did draft-resistance work including coun-
seling and driving hundreds of young men across the border 
to Canada.  And in 1977 she and her partner, Marge Nelson, 
set of in an RV to ind other older feminists and lesbians.  
Deciding that San Francisco was their best bet, they settled 
here in 1978 and never left.  Polly was active in the struggle 
for lesbian visibility, especially for older lesbians who are 
often marginalized.  As an early member of OLOC (Older 
Lesbians Organizing for Change) San Francisco, Polly also 
helped create options for older women at the S.F. Women’s 
Center and co-published Broomstick Magazine for 15 years. 
Inspired by her lifelong struggle with asthma and COPD, 
she was active in the disability rights movement. Polly got 
her irst tattoo in her 80’s and in 2013 gave a public story 
reading with Marge. 

Over the years, members of LAGAI would often see 
Polly with her OLOC comrades at demonstrations around 
the city.  Polly is survived by Marge Nelson and a caring 
community of lesbians and other friends and family. 

Polly Irene Taylor

by Lisa
A bit of good news from Standing Rock Sioux actions 

against the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL): On Friday, 
September 16 the court of appeals issued a temporary stay 
on a small part of the pipeline construction that lies within 20 
miles of Lake Oahe by the Missouri River (which the admin-
istration/army corps of engineers had voluntarily halted last 
week as well). This makes it harder for construction to restart 
but it is not nearly enough. The basis of the ruling was failure 
to consider impacts to sacred sites although the pipeline is a 
disaster for many other reasons, including impacts to water 
and air quality.  The entire oil and gas industry is a threat to 
all of us and the major cause of global warming—by growing 
and expanding the industry, pipelines like DAPL are a death 
sentence to plants and animals across the globe.

The Standing Rock gathering has been an inspiration 
for many across the country, seeing tribes stand up for their 
sovereign rights to land and clean water.  The gathering at 
its height included over 100 tribes and thousands of people. 
There were 18 arrests last week in Boone County, bringing 
the Iowa total to nearly 50. At Ultraviolet WE STAND 
WITH STANDING ROCK.

This is also a terrible example of en-
vironmental racism. The pipeline was irst 
proposed to cross the Missouri River just 
north of Bismark, North Dakota, but due to 
the possible threat to the municipal water 
supply. It was moved away from that popu-
lation center and onto native lands without 
any thought for their drinking water, health 
and safety, or their desires.  Of course, not 
only native peoples are afected by and 
opposing this massive pipeline. Farmers 
and other landowners also have opposed 
the project along its route from the Bak-
ken formation in North Dakota through 
South Dakota, Iowa and Illinois. These 
four states granted eminent domain to the 
project, which enable Energy Transfer 
Partners to take by legal force any easements for its pipeline 
that it can’t obtain by writing a check.

A few more interesting facts you might not know about 
the DAPL: 

The Standing Rock Sioux Reservation is not the only 
Sioux location that is afected by the pipeline. The territory 
that is governed by Sioux treaty rights is vast and includes 
western Iowa.  In June, a sacred site was discovered in NW 
Iowa near the Big Sioux River and the tribes were able to 
temporarily block construction. Unfortunately, the plan now 
is to bore the pipeline deep under the site, which doesn’t 
address other impacts of this terrible plan.

Over six federal agencies including the army corps of 
engineers, USEPA and BLM, three Iowa agencies, three 
South Dakota agencies, three North Dakota agencies and 
three Illinois agencies, not to mention all the county boards 
and drainage districts, had to approve this pipeline. Each of 

the agencies insists that their approval is just a small part of 
the whole and failed to take responsibility for looking at the 
overall impacts of the pipeline. For example, the corps used a 
nationwide permit (NWP 12) to approve the project – instead 
of looking at the whole pipeline. The corps falsely treated it 
as a series of small wetland crossings instead of a four-state 
infrastructure project that will transport up to a half-million 
barrels of petroleum products per day, with high risks for 
spills and a huge contribution to global warming. 

Oversight of pipeline construction and operation is 
nearly non-existent as we have seen countless times before. 
Until there is a reported spill or other disaster the agencies 
just sit back and assume the companies are doing the right 
thing.

I certainly don’t want to dwell on the election but there is 
a great anti-fracking initiative that needs more support on the 
ballot in Monterey County in California to ban fracking and 
phase out existing production. Fracking impacts groundwa-
ter, increases earthquake risk and supports an industry that is 
the major contributor to global warming.  You can ind out all 
about Measure Z here: http://www.protectmontereycounty.
org/ If you have time to volunteer or funds to donate they 

really welcome more support! 

Some of you may be surprised there is any fracking 
in Monterey County to ban!  Monterey is bucolic and a 
divided county. With a beautiful coast and ocean, Big Sur, 
the Monterey Aquarium, iconic windswept cypress trees 
by Carmel, and on the east side Salinas has vast farms that 
help feed the nation, and also  big ranches and big oil. The 
San Ardo ields in the southeast of the County in the Salinas 
River watershed have been “producing” since the middle of 
the last century—producing low-quality, high greenhouse 
gas emitting heavy crude oil --this stuf is so heavy they 
need to inject hot water or steam into the wells to be able 
to pump it at all.  And, in fact, it is just as energy intensive 
to extract as the tar sands!  We need to make sure that oil 
and gas drilling stops expanding and start shutting it down 
worldwide and there is no better place to start than in UV’s 
own backyard (so to speak!).

Standing for the Earth, Water and Air:  
Pipelines and Propositions

END THE WAR ON BLACK PEOPLE  We demand 
an end to the war against Black people. Since this country’s 
inception there have been named and unnamed wars on our 
communities. We demand an end to the criminalization, 
incarceration, and killing of our people.

REPARATIONS We demand reparations for past and 
continuing harms. The government, responsible corpora-
tions and other institutions that have proited of of the harm 
they have inlicted on Black people—from colonialism to 
slavery through food and housing redlining, mass incarcera-
tion, and surveillance— must repair the harm done

DIVEST–INVEST We demand investments in the 
education, health and safety of Black people, instead of 
investments in the criminalizing, caging, and harming of 
Black people. We want investments in Black communities, 
determined by Black communities, and divestment from 
exploitative forces including prisons, fossil fuels, police, 
surveillance and exploitative corporations.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE We demand economic justice 
for all and a reconstruction of the economy to ensure Black 
communities have collective ownership, not merely access.

COMMUNITY CONTROL We demand a world 
where those most impacted in our communities control 
the laws, institutions, and policies that are meant to serve 
us – from our schools to our local budgets, economies, 
police departments, and our land – while recognizing that 
the rights and histories of our Indigenous family must also 
be respected.

POLITICAL POWER We demand independent Black 
political power and Black self-determination in all areas of 
society. We envision a remaking of the current U.S. politi-
cal system in order to create a real democracy where Black 
people and all marginalized people can efectively exercise 
full political power.

https://policy.m4bl.org

LAGAI Supports the  

Movement for Black Lives Platform
After two years of being (falsely) accused of not having concrete demands, the Movement for Black Lives, a net-

work of 50 diverse Black Lives Matter organizations across the country, released on August 1 a sweeping and detailed 
6-point platform. Not surprisingly (but depressingly), one paragraph in the Invest/Divest section, expressing solidarity 
with Palestinian liberation, provoked massive denunciation and threats of FBI investigations. The Zionist community 
howled “anti-Semitism” despite the fact that Israel was clearly not singled out; the platform highlights struggles from 
Somalia to the Garifuna in Central America. (See story, page 5)

The summary of the program is below.  For full brieing papers, downloadable graphics and to pledge your support, 
visit their website: https://policy.m4bl.org.

A VISION FOR BLACK LIVES: POLICY DEMANDS FOR  

BLACK POWER, FREEDOM & JUSTICE 

Attn. Prisoners in 
Georgia 

Dear LAGAI – I am a prisoner at the Georgia Depart-
ment of Corrections.  I am currently in a lockdown unit be-
cause I reported another prisoner who was sexual harassing 
me. So I’m sitting in my cell wondering what I have done 
wrong to be punished.  The next day two people came to 
my door and asked to speak with me.  Their words to me 
were “Hello I work for the US Department of Justice, I am 
from Washington DC and I am doing an investigation into 
the Georgia Dept. of Corrections as to how Georgia keeps 
transgender, Gay and bisexual prisoners safe and how G.D.C. 
responds to reports of harm!”

My jaw dropped because I always felt as if all hope 
was lost for LGBT prisoners.  But I have learned now to 
NEVER GIVE UP ON HOPE.  You have to keep ighting 
no matter what.

Always remember this “No matter how diferent our 
Family may seem to the world, in the end we do matter and 
we are not going anywhere.”

Feel free to write anytime. I respond to all letters. I 
cannot directly receive mail from other prisoners. Shane 
Winter #1000967131, Baldwin S.P. PO Box 218, Hardwick 
GA 31034

Ed. Note: The u.s. dept. of justice seems to be investi-
gating.  Their card says that anyone with information re-
lated to their investigation should contact them.  Monica 
DiGiandomenico, Special Litigation Section, U.S. Dept. 
of Justice 601 D St. NW (PHB), Washington DC 20530 
or call Toll-Free 844-401-3736 (voicemail only, no collect 
calls) or Community.GeorgiaDOC@usdoj.gov
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by Kate

In June 2014, Oakland police oicer Brendan O’Brien’s 
wife, Irma Huerta Lopez, was shot to death. The police 
quickly ruled her death a suicide, despite the coroner’s 
statement that the death was suspicious. Among the suspi-
cious elements: O’Brien had gunshot residue on his hands 
and Lopez had been shot twice. Lopez’s family insisted he 
had killed her.

In September 2015, O’Brien committed suicide. This 
one wasn’t suspicious. He left a note containing a number of 
confessions and accusations regarding his relationship with 
a 19-year-old sex worker called Celeste Guap (not her real 
name). O’Brien said he and a number of other Oakland cops 
had had sex with Guap before she turned 18. In interviews 
with local media and on Facebook, Guap – whose mother is a 
police dispatcher – said that at least a dozen Oakland cops had 
sex with her, some gave her information about planned raids 
in exchange for sex, many more knew about these abuses 
and said nothing. She also implicated cops from four other 
law enforcement agencies, including the Alameda County 
Sherif’s Department and the California Highway Patrol.

Oakland’s police department had been under a federal 
monitor since 2003, thanks to the Riders case, in which 119 
plaintifs, all but one African American, accused four “rogue” 
cops of beating and planting evidence against them. The city 
paid $10.5 million to settle the lawsuit, and the DA iled 
charges of kidnapping, false imprisonment and making false 
reports against the cops. Two of the four cops were acquitted 
by juries, and in 2005, iled a request for reinstatement. One 
later was hired by a southern California police department, 
the other works as a security contractor in the Middle East. 
The rookie cop who blew the whistle got $625,000 from the 
city for “emotional distress” and went to work for Pleasanton 
police department. The ringleader has been a fugitive since 
the charges were iled in 2001.

In 2012, the civil rights attorneys who iled the Riders 
case asked the judge, Thelton Henderson, to place the de-

partment under partial receivership, pointing out that after 
nine years of monitoring, the department had complied with 
only 75% of the settlement’s requirements. In a last-minute 
compromise, Henderson put parts of the department and a 
$250,000 budget under his direct control and appointed a 
new “compliance director.” The federal monitors pushed 
out police chiefs Anthony Batts and Howard Jordan (the 
latter after the iasconic assault on Occupy Oakland). In the 
wake of the Guap revelations, Sean Whent became the third 
police chief in four years to resign “for personal reasons” 
– with full pension. Within days that number had risen to 
ive, when Whent’s successor was revealed to have had an 
extramarital afair with a subordinate, and his replacement 
quickly (as in, hours after reporting for duty) requested to 
go back to his old job.

Mayor Libby Schaaf, who grew up in the wealthy Oak-

land hills and spent her irst hours on the job last January 
hanging out at the police department, inally noticed the 
“toxic macho culture” at the department, after Guap’s accu-

sations went public. The Anti-Police Terror Project (APTP) 
pointed out that seven Black men had been killed by cops 
during Schaaf’s tenure, and in each case she had stood by 
the police. Four months later, Schaaf inally ired four of the 
cops who had abused Guap. Around the same time, after two 
visits by members of the newly formed Take Back Oakland 
coalition, the Alameda district attorney’s oice iled charges 
against ive cops involved in Guap’s case – three OPD of-
icers, one Contra Costa County sherif and a Livermore cop. 

In an apparent efort to obstruct prosecution of some of 
their cops, the Richmond police and the Contra Costa District 
Attorney’s oice pulled strings to ship Celeste Guap of to 
a rehab program in Florida, using using state Victims Com-

pensation Program fund. While there, Guap was arrested for 
allegedly attacking a guard at the rehab center and held in jail 
on $300,000 bond. Bay Area major media then decided that 
since she was now a “felony suspect” and not a sexual assault 
“victim,” it was appropriate to publish her legal name. After 
a week in jail, the felony was dropped, she pled guilty to a 
misdemeanor and returned to the Bay Area, where she will 
testify against the cops who assaulted her. She has chosen 
from now on to use her real name, Jasmine Abuslin.

Some excellent reporting by investigative journalists at 
the East Bay Express has turned up a history of abuse and 
cover-up worthy of several Law & Order crossover episodes. 
There was the home invasion committed by three of-duty 
cops, who showed up drunk at the home of a Latino couple, 
held a gun on them and beat them up. In the middle of the 
night following the episode, the couple was visited by two 
groups of senior oicers who tried to get them to change 
their stories. One of those oicers, a Black lieutenant named 
Richard Holmgren, commented that “boys will be boys” and 
that the cops who assaulted the couple were “just being silly.” 
Holmgren, who runs the city’s homicide unit, was also one 
of the lead investigators in Guap’s sex abuse case. He previ-
ously worked with the Riders and also led one of the units 
that attacked Occupy Oakland with tear gas and beanbags. 

Take Back Oakland is a coalition initiated by APTP and 
joined by a wide range of groups and individuals including 
Rise Up Oakland, Just Cause/Causa Justa, Ella Baker Center, 
Black Youth Project 100, Black Leadership Council, Nation 
of Islam, LAGAI, Standing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ), 
Asians 4 Black Lives, Critical Resistance, SEIU Local 1021 
and more. The politics are diverse, from prison abolition to 
police reform, but all agree that we need accountable city 
leadership and to shift priorities from policing to community-
based programs that can lead to actual safety. 

The coalition quickly consensed on four demands, which 
can be summarized as:

Take Back Oakland
– Community control of police;
– Prosecute cops who have engaged in abusive and 

predatory policing, and reopen any cases they tainted;
– Redirect 50% of OPD funds to community-based 

projects that address the real needs of Oakland residents for 
safety, housing, health care, education, recreation and jobs;

– Recall Libby Schaaf.

Working groups are meeting regularly to lesh out what 
each of these means and what concrete steps can be taken. 
The redirect/defund group is beginning to canvass and assess 
neighborhoods with an eye to starting a restorative justice 
pilot project that could demonstrate how alternatives to polic-

ing can be more efectively used to create community safety. 
OPD currently gets somewhere around 40% of the total city 
budget. The “prosecute” working group was instrumental in 
getting d.a. nancy o’malley to ile charges against the cops, 
although much more pressure will need to be brought to bring 
about real accountability.

On September 18, #ByeLibby launched its campaign 
to recall Libby Schaaf. The petition charges Schaaf with (1) 
Displacement in the name of Development; (2) Rampant 
Police Corruption; (3) Rape & Brutality; (4) Inciting Police 
Violence Against Black Women, Children & Elders; (4) At-
tempting to Turn Oakland Into A SunDown Town (she has 
tried to impose curfews on youth and protests); (5) Loss of 
Youth Jobs (she neglected to apply for federal money that the 
city was eligible for, and as a result closed down two youth 
job centers); (6) Cultural Appropriation; (7) Heightened 
Inter-Communal Violence; (8) Pandering to Big Business at 
the Expense of the People. 

To get involved in Take Back Oakland or other work 
of APTP, attend their regular monthly meetings, which are 
normally the 3rd Wednesday of every month at Eastside Arts 
Alliance in Oakland. Check out their facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/APTPaction/, follow them on Twitter 
@APTPAction.

by Kate

On June 28, Club BnB in Oakland hosted Queer without 
Fear! a beneit for victims of the Pulse nightclub mass shoot-
ing in Orlando. Club BnB, formerly Bench and Bar, is in 
downtown Oakland and has historically been one of the most 
popular venues for queer people of color, featuring hip-hop, 
R&B and house music. During the stage show on June 28, 
a ight broke out among several patrons and ultimately two 
Black women were violently thrown out of the bar. According 
to witnesses who live across the street and happened to see, 
the white owner, Charles Bisbee, and a couple of his friends 
and security guards, followed the women into the street af-
ter ejecting them from the bar, punching and kicking them 
and pulling their hair. The police came, took statements and 
ofered medical assistance to the men and not the women. 

Black queer women and allies called for a picket and 
boycott of Club BnB and its sister club, Club 21, the follow-

ing Saturday night and held a number of pickets during the 
next several months. The racial dynamics were complicated, 
especially at Club 21, where the security and most of the 
patrons were Latino (it was Salsa Night) and most of the 
picketers were white and not queer. Some Black dykes were, 
however, visible in organizing the protests. Black Lives Mat-
ter organizer Robbie Clark said from the sound truck: “There 
are not many spaces for queer folks in Oakland. BnB was 
one of those places. For it not to be safe for Black people in 
Oakland, when we’re being murdered and lynched, is part of 
the perpetual violence. When we’re not being invisibilized, 
we’re being brutalized.” A number of people spoke about 
personal experiences of racist treatment at the club. 

Club BnB posted a giant defensive statement in the 
window claiming that it has done more for queer people of 
color than any other institution and asserting that a Latino 
promoter is co-owner. The owner(s) invited the community 
to a dialogue about the incident, but wanted to have it at the 

Another racist & sexist gay club
business practices. Don’t be fooled by that, just don’t.”

Protest organizers also called for a boycott of Oakland 
pride, both because of its connections to BnB & Club 21, 
and because for its seven years in existence, the festival has 
charged an entrance fee ($10 this year) which organizers 
claimed was in part raising money towards an LGBT com-

munity center in Oakland. The protest organizers wanted to 
know where the money was, pointing out that there is still 
no sign of a community center being built. A few days before 
this year’s Pride festival, the Bay Area Reporter reported 
that “after years of throwing the party, they have little to 
show toward their original goal of building a fund for an 
LGBTQ community center. Asked last week whether any 
money’s been put aside, Pride Co-Chair Carlos Uribe delayed 
answering directly by saying there’s been ‘a lot of specula-

tion around is Pride putting money toward a center,’ among 
other comments.” The article quoted Uribe as denying that 
it was ever an intention of Pride to build a center, although 
he apparently said, “that is something we are going to be 
tackling,” but the reporter pointed out that Uribe’s statement 
contradicted things he had said earlier.

Racist and sexist assaults, discriminatory carding prac-

tices, graft and lying from so-called gay institutions – from 
the days of picketing the Midnight Scum and the End Up to 
the years-long battle at Badlands to the SF Pride commit-
tee’s dissing of Chelsea Manning and inviting the cops to 
harass homeless youth, some things never change. But we 
keep trying.

Boycott Club BnB. Visit www.facebook.com/Boycott-
ClubBNB/ to ind out about ongoing pickets and actions.

bar, which the women felt would be unsafe for them. One of 
the things BnB pointed to is their sponsorship of Latin dance 
and hip-hop stages at Oakland Pride.

Long-time club producer Chris de la Rosa wrote on 
Facebook, “As a producer who used to work with the BnB 
many moons ago and has an inside glimpse of the inner 
workings of this business there is a reason I stopped working 
with them and haven’t stepped foot inside their establishment 
since 2011, put quite simply, their absolute disdain for the 
community that supports them. In the last 24 hours we have 
seen them trot out POC folks to ‘defend’ their business and 
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Baby Steps
by Blue

In August the Bureau of Prisons announced that it 
will close Cibola, a private-run prison in New Mexico that 
houses 1200 undocumented people convicted of felonies. It 
is believed that the reason for the early termination of the 
contract with Correctional Corporation of America (CCA) is 
due to its failure to comply with numerous health and medical 
treatment standards including suspicious deaths of at least 3 
inmates over a two year period.

There are 22,000 people in US immigration prisons. One 
could consider it ironic if it were not so inhumane. The US, 
in a failed attempt to discourage undocumented immigration, 
passed laws that criminalized those who violate deportation 
and now keep them in prison in the US for years. To avoid 
housing people in general population prisons, the US decided 
to do business with private prison companies to save money. 
The private prisons save money by providing sub-standard 
or non-existent medical care, poorly stafed facilities, bad 
food and no programs for prisoners.

The BOP decision to close private prisons follows two 
extensive investigations by journalists Seth Freed Wessler 
of the Nation, and Shane Bauer who worked undercover 
as a prison guard and wrote about it for Mother Jones. The 
government-run prisons are not much better but there is a 
little more consistent oversight and there are more avenues 
for prisoners to get their grievances heard.

The BOP has 13 more prisons operated by CCA that it 
plans to phase out sometime in the future, a necessary step 
in the right direction. However, this is not the end of private 
prisons in the US. All the immigrant detention centers are 
run under contract of CCA. Designed to hold people for no 
more than 20 days by federal regulation, families are now 
held for several years. All of the juvenile facilities in Florida 
are privatized. And many state prisons are operated by CCA 
and other private prison companies. Many of these facilities 
have the same problems.  But they are still open.

Open the borders. Close all prisons. Create jobs, not 
criminals.

by Carole Seligman

The life of Kevin Cooper, an innocent man who has spent 
over 30 years on Death Row at San Quentin Prison, lies in 
the balance. Though clearly innocent, he was convicted of the 
horriic murder of three members of a family and their child 
guest.  He has exhausted all his legal appeals. California’s 
execution machinery has been halted for the past several 
years, but law enforcement  is ighting to bring it back, plac-

ing it on the ballot with a deceptive name, “The Death Penalty 
Reform and Savings Initiative” (California proposition 66).

How can the life of an innocent person, who has been 
framed and spent 30 years on death row for a crime he didn’t 
commit, be saved? Saving his life does not mean converting 
his death sentence to Life-Without-Parole, which many call 
“slow death row,” because the prisoner only leaves prison 
dead. No. Kevin Cooper must be freed, not executed, not kept 
in prison another day! Several judges have dissented from 
decisions upholding this death sentence, stating: “California 
may be about to execute an innocent man.”

Norm Hile and David Alexander, Kevin’s lawyers ob-

tained through the Innocence Project, submitted a clemency 
petition to California Governor Jerry Brown, in an efort to 
save his life. Kevin is going to be executed, unless Governor 
Brown grants the petition. The petition is a remarkable docu-

ment. It is a comprehensive explanation of everything that 
can go wrong to execute an innocent person. 

Most important: the petition completely proves Kevin 
Cooper’s innocence. Twelve sections explain the planting of 
evidence, the “questionable” treatment of evidence, and the 
inding of new evidence. The petition gives seven examples 
of some of the innocent prisoners who were executed, in-

cluding: Cameron Todd Willingham, Carlos DeLuna, Ruben 
Cantu, Claude Howard Jones, and David Spence in Texas, 
Leo Jones in Florida, and Troy Davis in Georgia. It also 
discusses the growing number of people exonerated after 
serving long prison terms for crimes they did not commit.

Signiicantly, two former prosecutors, both who sent 
innocent men to death row (one who was executed in Texas, 
and one who spent 30 years on death row in Louisiana) have 
written to Governor Brown in support of clemency, both 
convinced of Kevin’s innocence. Letters of support have 
come as well from many legal organizations. Benjamin 
Crump, President of the National Bar Association, wrote 
Gov. Brown: “Black Lives Matter is not a mere slogan. It 
relects many forms of racial discrimination that continue 
to infect our criminal justice system. The disproportionate 
percentage of wrongful convictions that afect black Ameri-
cans, such as Mr. Cooper, is a disgrace at all levels and in all 
states. As a preeminent voice of African-American lawyers, 

California’s Death 

Penalty Initiatives

This year there are two death penalty initiatives on the 
ballot. Proposition 62 would abolish the death penalty, so 
that the highest penalty for murder would be life without 
the possibility of parole (LWOP). It would increase the 
percentage of wages earned by people serving LWOP that is 
diverted to “restitution to victims’ families” to 60 percent. It 
is supported by a broad coalition of civil rights, civil liberties, 
anti-death penalty, justice reform, queer, and religious groups, 
as well as a number of politicians and the state democratic 
party. Although it would abolish the death penalty, as we have 
said before in UV, LWOP is a human rights abuse in itself, 
and we should be working for prison abolition.

Meanwhile, people who like the death penalty have 
sponsored Proposition 66, which would “speed up” the 
death penalty by attempting to limit appeals and the ability 
to introduce new evidence, and would require more attorneys 
to handle death penalty appeals. It would require people sen-

tenced to death to work and pay “restitution.” It is supported 
by district attorneys, law enforcement, the state republican 
party, the tea party, and “victims” groups. 

If both propositions pass, the one that gets the most votes 
will control what happens where the two are in conlict. If 66 
passes, the pro-death people hope that more people will be 
executed. If 62 passes, people currently sentenced to death 
will be commuted to LWOP. If neither passes, things will 
remain as they are. 

LAGAI does NOT support LWOP and does NOT support 
prison slave labor. LAGAI does NOT think proposition 62 
is good. However, we think it’s important that anyone who 
votes in California vote both YES ON 62 and NO ON 66, 

in order to prevent more executions.  

by Julie 
For months, prisoners at dozens of prisons have been 

communicating through a network of smuggled cellphones, 
social media and support by allies on the outside. On Sep-

tember 9th, the anniversary of the 1971 prison uprising at 
Attica State Prison in new york, there was a mass refusal to 
report to prison jobs.  The organizers wrote “This is a call 
to action against slavery in America. Forty-ive years after 
Attica, the waves of change are returning to America’s pris-

ons. This September we hope to coordinate and generalize 
these protests, to build them into a single tidal shift that 
the American prison system cannot ignore or withstand.”

Details on the strike’s success have trickled out of pris-

ons with some diiculty, but organizers and supporters have 
no doubt the scale of the action is unprecedented.  Prisoners 
in 24 states and 40 to 50 prisons pledged to join the strike, 
and as of Sept 13th, prisoners in at least 11 states and 20 
prisons continued the protest, according to outside support-
ers in Alabama. Tactics and speciic demands varied locally.

The Largest Prison Strike in u.s. History
“There are probably 20,000 prisoners on strike right 

now, at least, which is the biggest prison strike in history, 
but the information is really sketchy and spotty,” said Ben 
Turk, who works on “in-reach” to prisons for the Incar-
cerated Workers Organizing Committee, a chapter of the 
Industrial Workers of the World union helping to coordinate 
the inmate-led initiative from the outside. 

Most national corporate news outlets thought that the 
potential of history being made on September 9 needed little 
to no news coverage. That’s bad news for the strikers, who 
rely on the support of outsiders to push for more radical 
reform but also depend on their outside visibility to miti-
gate retaliation by prison oicials. Organizers point out that 
relying on cheap prison labor takes jobs away from those 
outside—but so far response from outside organizations like 
labor unions has been tepid.   Most corporate media outlets, 
meanwhile, would have to increase their level of response 
considerably to even qualify as “tepid.” The information 
blackout is largely due to prison oicials’ ample discretion 
in what they choose to disclose. 

Across the country, inmates are protesting a wide range 
of issues: from harsh parole systems and three-strike laws 
to the lack of educational services, medical neglect, and 
overcrowding. But the issue that has uniied protesters 
is that of prison labor — a $2 billion a year industry that 
employs nearly 900,000 prisoners while paying them a few 
cents an hour in some states, and nothing at all in others. 
Prisoners on strike are calling for the repeal of an excep-

tion listed in the 13th Amendment to the u.s. constitution, 
which bans “involuntary servitude” in addition to slavery, 
“except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted.” That forced labor remains legal 
in prison is unknown to many americans and a sign of how 
little the general public knows about the country’s massive 
prison system. 

Small rallies and demonstrations in support of the 

strikers were staged in dozens of U.S. cities and a couple of 
foreign countries. There were demonstrations in more than 
60 cities around the world. In Oakland CA on September 
10th, about 200-250 agitators participated in a street action. 
Protests occurred outside of jail, prison and immigrant deten-

tion centers. In Lucasville, Ohio, three large banners were 
held up facing the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility, the 
site of a massive and deadly prisoner uprising in 1993. 

Protests occurred at u.s. embassies in England, Austra-

lia, Sweden and Germany.  Bank of america, McDonalds, 
Aramark, AT&T and Starbucks, some of the companies who 
proit of prison labor, were targeted by protesters in many 
places.  In Lansing, Michigan, protesters blocked a downtown 
intersection for hours with a large U-Haul truck. In New York 
City and Durham, North Carolina, they blocked freeways. 
There were arrests in Oakland, Milwaukee, Nashville, and 
Atlanta. Most were quickly released, but at least three pro-

testers in Georgia are facing multiple felonies.
The September 9 strike was hardly the irst such efort 

by prisoners. Prison protests have been on the rise in recent 
years, following a 2010 strike during which thousands of 
prisoners in Georgia refused to work, an action that was 
followed by others in Illinois, Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Washington. In 2013, California prisoners coordinated a 
hunger strike against the use of solitary coninement that 
at its peak involved 30,000 prisoners. 

Prisoners themselves have been largely excluded from 
the last few years debate on mass incarceration, but the 
very fact that they were able to coordinate a collective pro-

test of this scale, with all its limitations, is testimony to their 
determination that the prison system needs radical change

the National Bar Association is especially concerned about 
this phenomenon.”

Kevin Cooper, although sufering post-traumatic stress 
in the wake of coming within three hours and 42 minutes 
from lethal injection in 2004, became a passionate supporter 
of human rights and a cogent writer and speaker against the 
barbarity of capital punishment. He writes about how the 
“justice system,” especially capital punishment, is “the last 
vestige of slavery,” used only against the poor.

For more info or to read the clemency petition: www.
savekevincooper.org or www.prisonradio.org. 

Stop the Execution of

 Kevin Cooper

Kevin Cooper
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by Deeg

On September 14, the u.s. signed a record-breaking deal 
with Israel to provide $38 billion in military aid over the next 
ten years, about a $700 million per year increase over the 
previous aid package. Israel is the largest recipient of u.s. aid. 

Unlike previous deals, which permitted israel to buy 
some of the weapons from its own manufacturers, eventu-
ally israel will have to use all the aid for purchases from u.s. 
suppliers. Apparently, the u.s. no longer inds it necessary to 
support the “independent” israeli weapons industry, particu-
larly since they  now compete with the u.s. arms industry. 
No appreciation for the key role israel played in the 1980s 
by providing weapons to the Nicaraguan contras when the 
u.s. congress temporarily banned the u.s. from supporting 
the violent overthrow of the Sandanista government. The u.s. 
use of Israel as a surrogate resulted in bombs with imprinted 
Jewish stars raining down on Central America. 

California’s Anti-BDS Bill
As we go to press, AB 2844, California’s version of the 

anti BDS bill the israel lobby has been pushing in dozens of 
states, is awaiting governor brown’s signature. As originally 
introduced by assemblymember richard bloom in March it 
would have recognized that the “United States and Israel 
have a unique bond based on their shared, enduring values, 
which are relected in the virtues and principles of freedom 
and democracy, and have stood together as allies since Israel 
was irst formed as a nation.” And it would have prohibited 
public entities from contracting with any company that 
boycotted Israel. It deined “boycott of Israel” as “refusing 
to deal with, terminating business activities with, or taking 
other actions that are intended to penalize, inlict economic 
harm, or otherwise limit commercial relations with Israel or 
persons or entities incorporated in Israel or doing business 
in Israel for reasons other than business, investment, or com-
mercial reasons.” 

A coalition of over 100 national, state, and local groups, 
including QUIT! and many others in our UltraViolet com-
munity, worked to defeat the bill, but in the end, a watered 
down version passed with only one dissenting vote in each 
of the Assembly (Mark Stone, Santa Cruz) and Senate (Bill 
Monning, Carmel). The bill requires that anyone bidding 
for services to a state agency for more than $100,000 must 
certify that they comply with the Unruh Civil Rights Act and 
the Fair Employment and Housing Act. The bidder must also 
certify that any policy they have against “any sovereign na-
tion or peoples recognized by the government of the United 
States, including, but not limited to, the nation and people of 
Israel, is not used to discriminate in violation of…“ the civil 
rights laws. We’re thinking that brown, a great supporter of 
indigenous rights and civil liberties, already has his pen out 
for signing.

California will therefore join a number of other states 
which have passed anti-BDS bills this year. For example 
arizona’s new law prohibits the state from investing in or 
contracting with companies that boycott Israel, and estab-
lishes a blacklist of companies. Arizona is known for its 
groundbreaking work on civil and human rights, such as its 
new abortion law that prohibits women from buying health 
insurance that covers abortion from the federal exchange, and 
requires doctors to tell women that drug-induced abortions 
might be reversible, a claim for which there is no evidence. 
Arizona, the home of maricopa county sherif joe chain gang 
arpaio, just settled a lawsuit by immigrant rights groups over 
the 2010 SB 1070 which required police to stop and demand 
paperwork from people who might be undocumented. On 
September 15, the lawsuit was settled with new restrictions 
on police stops. 

UC Berkeley Cancels Palestine 

Class
UC Berkeley, the university which claimed that “aca-

demic freedom” supported its hiring of bush administration 
torture memo author John Yoo, has suspended a student 
initiated course, “Palestine: A Settler-Colonial Analysis.” 
The suspension follows pressure organized by the AMCHA 
Initiative. AMCHA devotes itself to ensuring that universities 
do not have courses or faculty that support Palestine or BDS, 
or otherwise oppose israeli policies. AMCHA campaigns, 
consisting mostly of behind-the-scenes letters and phone 
calls from inluential donors, institutions or academics, have 
resulted in the cancellation of courses, or the blacklisting, 
denial of tenure, or iring of faculty, many of whom are 
people of color. AMCHA posts an on-line target list of “200 
Anti-Israel Middle East Studies Professors,” including over 
25 from the UC campuses. Included are faculty in many 
history, political science, and middle eastern or near eastern 
studies departments, as well as faculty in gender studies and 
in health policy. AMCHA also spies on student activities and 
groups, such as Students for Justice in Palestine. 

According to Electronic Intifada (EI) the israeli govern-
ment was also involved in cancelling the class. Paul Hadweh, 
the organizer of the class, told EI he irst learned that the class 
was under attack by reading israeli media. Two hours after he 
read a story, he received an email from outgoing dean dirks, 

cancelling the class. EI quoted Gilad Erdan, israel’s minister 
of internal afairs who leads their anti-BDS campaign, as 
stating that Paul is “an extremist BDS activist.” Erdan also 
attacked Hatem Bazian, a UC Berkeley professor sponsor-
ing the course. Hatem told EI that in taking this action UCB 
was “completely throwing [out] academic freedom, freedom 
of speech, shared governance and the ability of students to 
engage in diicult and critical issues in a university.”

In cancelling the class, the University administration 
claimed that Paul had not followed the university’s proce-
dures for course approval, but this is disputed by both Paul 
and Hatem. The administration further said, “It should also 
be noted that the Dean is very concerned about a course, 
even a student-run course, which espouses a single politi-
cal viewpoint and/or appears to ofer a forum for political 
organizing rather than an opportunity for the kind of open 
academic inquiry that Berkeley is known for.”

Academic freedom policies have re-emerged recently 
as an issue, in response to concerns raised by students, staf 
and faculty about racist, sexist, and anti-queer activities and 
course content. In 2015, the University of Chicago stated that 
it isn’t the role of the university to ensure that each and every 
opinion expressed is balanced by another. “Of course, the 
ideas of diferent members of the University community will 
often and quite naturally conlict. But it is not the proper role 
of the University to attempt to shield individuals from ideas 
and opinions they ind unwelcome, disagreeable, or even 
deeply ofensive… In a word, the University’s fundamental 
commitment is to the principle that debate or deliberation may 
not be suppressed because the ideas put forth are thought by 
some or even by most members of the University community 
to be ofensive, unwise, immoral, or wrong-headed.”

In response to the cancellation, the students in the class 
sent an open letter saying, the “…decision to suspend Ethnic 
Studies 198: Palestine: A Settler Colonial Analysis is a viola-
tion of our academic freedom. This is an alarming develop-
ment to have transpire on the same campus that not only 
hosted the Free Speech Movement, but which also routinely 
claims and utilizes the same Movement’s legacy to market 
itself as a world-class institution, a bastion of tolerance and 
diversity, and the site of intellectual inquiry — inquiry that 
is sometimes discomforting, but always enriching. Your 
decision constitutes nothing less than an act of discrimina-
tion against students who wanted to debate and discuss this 
contentious issue in a spirit of genuine sincerity, mutual 
respect, and open-minded curiosity.

“Again: the decision to suspend our course is both dis-
criminatory and a violation of our academic freedom. We 
demand the reinstatement of the course.”

Zionists “dissociate” from Black 

Lives Matter
On August 1, the Movement for Black Lives (M4BL) 

issued a comprehensive platform (see article page 2). The 
section on Invest-Divest includes the following statement, 
“The US justiies and advances the global war on terror via 
its alliance with Israel and is complicit in the genocide tak-
ing place against the Palestinian people… The US requires 
Israel to use 75 percent of all the military aid it receives to 
buy US-made arms. Consequently, every year billions of 
dollars are funneled from US taxpayers to hundreds of arms 
corporations, who then wage lobbying campaigns pushing 
for even more foreign military aid. The results of this policy 
are twofold: it not only diverts much needed funding from 
domestic education and social programs, but it makes US 
citizens complicit in the abuses committed by the Israeli 
government. Israel is an apartheid state with over 50 laws on 
the books that sanction discrimination against the Palestinian 
people. Palestinian homes and land are routinely bulldozed to 
make way for illegal Israeli settlements. Israeli soldiers also 
regularly arrest and detain Palestinians as young as 4 years 
old without due process. Everyday, Palestinians are forced 
to walk through military checkpoints along the US-funded 
apartheid wall.”  

It turns out that up until August 1, there had been an 
enormous number of zionists supporting M4BL. We know 
that because since the platform was issued, self-described 
“liberal Jews” have been widely quoted in the media and have 

posted all over facebook, demanding that the Platform’s 
statements about israel be retracted. The jewish com-
munity relations council (jcrc), who has a long history 
of bullying progressive bay area organizations who try 
to take a stand against the oppression of Palestinians, 
issued a statement dissociating themselves from Black 
Lives Matter. “JCRC cannot and will not align ourselves 
with organizations that falsely and maliciously assert that 
Israel is committing ‘genocide.’ We denounce an agenda 
to wage economic and cultural warfare against Israelis, 
including eforts to mobilize against state and local eforts 
that reject the ‘BDS’ movement. We reject participation 
in any coalition that seeks to isolate and demonize Israel 
singularly amongst the nations of the world.” 

Interestingly, one of the most widely quoted “Jews” 
is the racist “Alan Dershowitz,” whose column in the 
Boston Globe stated that it is anti-semitic to refer to 

israel’s policies as “genocide” because the term had been 
coined to address the holocaust committed by germany. 
While it’s true that the term genocide was created in 1944 
to address the systematic murder of Jews (as well as Roma, 
queers, communists, and trade unionists), but unfortunately 
genocide both preceded and followed World War II, and 
targeted many other people than Jews. To name just two that 
are foundational for the u.s. -- the capture and enslavement 
of Africans, and the centuries’ long massacres and dispos-
session of the indigenous peoples of the Americas, are both 
genocides.  

Dershowitz urged, “Until and unless Black Lives Matter 
removes this blood libel from its platform and renounces it, 
no decent person — black, white, or of any other racial or 
ethnic background — should have anything to do with it.” 

To be clear, “liberal lawyer” Dershowitz has NEVER 
supported Black Lives Matter. In fact, in May he appeared on 
Fox News’ the Kelly File, to criticize Baltimore prosecutor 
Marilyn Mosby for charging police oicers in the murder of 
Freddie Gray. “Black Lives Matter is endangering the fairness 
of our legal system. Because they’re rooting for outcomes 
based on race. Started a long time ago. Started with the O.J. 
Simpson case.” He didn’t say how BLM weighed in on the OJ 
Simpson case, which occurred in 1994, but his statement that 
BLM was endangering the legal system became headlines 
all over the media.   

After the Platform was released, the owners of Fein-
stein’s/54 Below, a small performance venue in Manhattan, 
cancelled a BLM beneit concert planned for September 11. 
In the note to participants, 54 Below said that its owners 
and managers “strongly believe in and support the general 
thrust of the goals and objectives” of the Black Lives Matter 
movement…“However, since announcing the beneit they’ve 
become aware of a recent addition to the B.L.M. platform that 
accuses Israel of genocide and endorses a range of boycott 
and sanction actions… “As we can’t support these positions, 
we’ve accordingly decided to cancel the concert.”

Many progressive Jews and organizations have issued 
statements supporting the M4BL platform. Jewish Voice for 
Peace responded that “Jewish Voice for Peace is following the 
leadership of Jews of Color in partnership with JVP as to how 
we can best contribute to realizing the demands and vision 
for Black lives laid out in the inspiring, bold Movement for 
Black Lives platform. Because the leadership team of JVP 
is currently all white Ashkenazi Jews, we are slowing down 
to ensure our members who are Jews of Color can lead the 
way, particularly in matters of racial justice. This is part of our 
ongoing project to dismantle white supremacy inside of JVP.  

The JVP statement continued, “We are deeply disap-
pointed by the response from a number of Jewish organiza-
tions to the platform, particularly the “Invest-Divest” section 
that endorses the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement and makes a clear call for Black/Palestinian soli-
darity. These Jewish organizations are rejecting a thorough 
and inspiring transformational set of policy ideas developed 
by a broad coalition of Black leaders simply because these 
Black leaders have explicitly linked the experiences and 
struggles of Palestinians with their own. JVP endorses the 
Movement for Black Lives platform in its entirety, without 
reservation.” 

The International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network (IJAN) 
also responded. “The connection between the struggle 
in Palestine against the Israeli military and state and the 
struggle against anti-Black and other racism in the United 
States is not just one of solidarity. Local, state, and national 
police forces and surveillance agencies contract with Israeli 
military personnel, and security and weapon irms, to pro-
vide “anti-terrorist” (aka: anti-movement repression) and 
population control training. Zionist organizations like the 
Anti-Defamation League – which claim to be Jewish orga-
nizations – bring local police forces to Israel to train with the 
Israeli military. And Israel and the United States buy and sell 
weapons and security technology to further each countries’ 
historic and current racist policing and attacks on Black, 
Brown, and Palestinian/Arab communities.”

Attacks on BDS Won’t Quit (and we won’t either)
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By Chaya and Deni  

MOVIE REVIEWS  

KICKS (review by Deni) This directorial debut by SF/
East Bay’s Justin Tipping is thought-provoking, as much 
for things I liked about it as for things I didn’t. As part of an 
all-Black cast, it stars Jahking Guillory as a young man who 
thinks getting a pair of Air Jordans will make him cool and 
change his life, then what happens when they get stolen. It’s 
a ilm about commodity fetishism, life in some Richmond/
Oakland communities, and what it means to be “a man.” 
(Director Tipping has a lot to say about all this, but I think 
he said some of it better in an interview on Jezebel than in 
the ilm, see jezebel.com and search for Kicks.  The movie, 
inspired by Vittorio De Sica’s Bicycle Thief, is stylish and has 
a great performance by Mahershala Ali as Brandon’s uncle. 
The scenes with him are among the strongest in the ilm. 
At times Brandon inspires compassion and connection but 
sometimes seems too naive to be believable. Also stretching 
credibility are the characters of his friends, and their foray 
into some tough situations as part of the quest for the Air 
Jordans/manhood. Cinematically the ilming of East Bay 
locales in Richmond, Oakland and BART are well shot and 
give the ilm an immediacy and sense of reality that serve 
it well. Brandon’s imaginary astronaut that will take him 
to another world loats in and out of several critical scenes. 
(Coincidentally, we happen to know the actor playing the 
astronaut, nice outit!) This device works well at times but 
probably should have been used less often, as with Brandon’s 
numerous rap voice-overs. Oh, then there’s the ilm’s sex-

ism and hetero-sexism/homophobia. There were hardly any 
women in the ilm, and mostly they were there as insultable 
sex objects (except for his grandmother, who was respected 
and cared for, but had a small part and never spoke). When 
explaining how he portrayed women in this ilm, Tipping 
said that he’s “a feminist” but had “to be true to what they 
[the young men in these situations] would do.” But there are 
ways to tell this story and give strong women an authentic, 
powerful, and respected voice. I’m glad I saw the ilm, wish 
it were better, and look forward to seeing his next.

SNOWDEN (review by Deni) I only had time to 
catch a half hour of Oliver Stone’s ilm about ex–CIA/NSA 
whistleblower Edward Snowden. It was well acted - Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt (Snowden) and the always great Melissa Leo 
(as Snowden documentary ilmmaker Laura Poitras). The 
part I saw toward the beginning seemed a little cinematically 
conventional, though I wanted to keep watching. I’ll see the 
whole ilm and review more next issue. Stone’s ilms make 
important political statements; I think it’s good he’s bringing 
this story to a more mass audience.

FINDING DORY (review by Deni) When I saw this 
movie over the summer in Chicago I thought that by the 
time the next MC came around, Finding Dory wouldn’t be 
playing anymore, and I’d have seen so many other movies 
I wouldn’t have to review it. Well, neither turned out to 
be true. It’s still showing in theaters, and this wasn’t a big 
movie-going period for your MC writers. So, very briely on 
FD: since I liked Finding Nemo well enough and Finding 
Dory got many stellar reviews, I thought why not see it? 
Several reasons. The ilm was boring and too long. Ellen 
DeGeneres’ voice and character were annoyingly preten-

tious and cloying. The ilm felt phony rather than poignant. 
Even the bright Pixar visuals were wearying. Skip it. 
LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP (review by Deni)

This most recent Jane Austen adaptation was funny and 
witty with lots of clever dialogue and good parts for women. 
The cinematography was crisp and engaging. Excellent acting 
by Kate Beckinsale was complimented by Chloe Sevigny, 
and the relationship between these two women was refresh-

ingly wry and unsentimental. Class and gender contradictions 
layer the complex plot. It’s a sharp and entertaining ilm with 
fabulous costumes. See it.

BITS AND PIECES

COLIN KAEPERNICK: “I can’t see another Sandra 
Bland, Tamir Rice, Walter Scott, Eric Garner. At what point 
do we take a stand and, as a people, say this isn’t right?”  
Anyone who’s read The Mocha Column for a while prob-

ably knows we hate team sports, with their connection to 
patriarchy, capitalism and nationalism--all that proto-fascist 
yahooing. Especially football. But lately we ind ourselves 
reading the sports pages of the newspaper (yikes did we just 
reveal we actually get a hard copy of the SF Chronicle?) 
since SF 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick stayed seated 
during the national anthem in late August. He said, “I am 
not going to stand up to show pride in a lag for a country 
that oppresses black people and people of color. To me, this 
is bigger than football and it would be selish on my part to 
look the other way. There are bodies in the street and people 
getting paid leave and getting away with murder.” It sure is 
interesting to see how this story is unfolding--how the me-

dia and sports writers are covering it, and how the players, 
fans, team owners and the league have responded. In case 
you missed some of the more interesting stories, here are a 
few highlights: The Santa Clara Police Oicers’ Association 
(the 49ers now play in Santa Clara, not SF) sent a letter to 

the 49ers asking them to take action against Kaepernick and 
threatened a boycott, and the Santa Clara police chief was 
“saddened and angered” by Kap’s “distasteful” statements 
(the chief forgot to mention they were true). The 49ers chose 
not to cut Kap from the team, probably to avoid some back-

lash and make themselves look tolerant. Head coach Chip 
Kelly said, “We recognize and respect Kap’s decision, and his 
constitutional rights to do what he’s doing. Anytime there’s 
conversation about injustices in this country, it’s a positive.” 
(Did we miss something? Has Chip been actively supporting 
the Black Lives Matter movement for the last few years?) 
And shortly after Kap pledged to donate the irst $1 million 
of his 2016 salary and all the money he gets from jersey 
sales to communities in need, the 49ers CEO Jed York said 
he would donate  $1 million to local foundations to address 
social inequalities. Just to keep things in perspective, York’s 
personal net worth is estimated at $100 million. 

After Kap changed his protest from sitting to “taking 
a knee” he was joined at one of the preseason games by 
teammate Eric Reid. Another early supporter was Brandon 
Marshall of the Denver Broncos, Kap’s college teammate, 
who continues to take a knee and has lost 2 endorsement 
contracts because of it. Out lesbian soccer player Megan 
Rapinoe took a knee in support, but was thwarted at her 
next game by the opposing team (the Washington Spirit), 
which had the anthem played while the players were still in 
the locker room! Seattle Seahawk Jeremy Lane sat during 
the anthem during a preseason game. And this week, as the 
fall season oicially began, protests spread to players in at 
least 4 other teams—4 Miami Dolphin players took a knee 
on the sideline during the anthem, and a number of players 
raised their ists during the anthem (2 from the New England 
Patriots, 1 from the Kansas City Chiefs, and several from the 
Tennessee Titans). Extremely popular 2-time MVP Golden 
State Warrior guard Steph Curry voiced support for Kap and 
his message. (Did you notice a lack of women’s names in 
this list? We did! Is that male-biased media coverage or does 
it relect the male professional sports world?) 

The raised ists recall the black power salute given in 
1968 by gold and bronze sprinter medalists Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos at the Mexico City Olympics medal cer-
emony when the US national anthem was played. Smith and 
Carlos were suspended from the US team and expelled from 
the Olympics. Their actions were inspired by sociologist and 
professor Harry Edwards, the founder of the Olympic Project 
for Human Rights, who urged black athletes to boycott the 
games. Recently, Edwards wrote an op ed in the SF Chronicle 
supporting Kap’s protest. 

In the last few years, pro basketball players have orga-

nized several protests. LeBron James and Dwyane Wade or-
ganized a photo shoot of the Heat basketball players wearing 
hoodies to comment on the shooting of Trayvon Martin, and 
basketball and football players wore “I can’t breathe” tshirts, 
Eric Garner’s last words while being choked to death by NY 
police. In July, at the ESPY awards, Carmelo Anthony, Chris 
Paul, Dwyane Wade and LeBron James made a call to action 
to professional athletes to go back and work with their com-

munities. In their powerful statement, they said “The system 
is broken . . . and the racial divide deinitely is not new, but 
the urgency for change is deinitely at an all-time high.”

Since Kaepernick started his protest, support continues 
to grow. At a game last weekend, the entire SF Mission High 
School football team decided to take a knee to bring attention 
to racial injustice in the US. As professor of sports law Jer-
emi Duru said, “Throughout the nation, athletes on diferent 
levels are inding their voice and recognizing that they have 
a platform. We haven’t seen this level of athlete activism in 
nearly half a century. This is a movement.” 

ThE WIzARD hELPED ThE TIN MAN, buT 
NO WAY FOR WIENER  There are so many reasons to 
abhor Scott Wiener, the SF Supervisor who’s currently run-

ning for California State Senate against SF Supervisor Jane 
Kim. In the spirit of democratic voting, the MC has decided 
to do a twitter poll. (Ok, in all honesty, we don’t tweet so 
this is a virtual twitter poll but aren’t they all?). Twitter 
question: Do you hate Scott Wiener most for: 1) his support 
of gentriication, evidenced by his opposition in 2015 to a 
temporary moratorium on luxury housing construction in 
the  SF Mission District; 2) his January 2016 pressure on SF 
city departments to crack down on homeless people living 
on the sidewalks in tents, pressuring the city to remove the 
tents and force people out onto unsheltered streets; 3) using 
the anniversary of the murder of Mario Woods by the SFPD 
to say “I think there is good momentum toward reform…we 
are in the middle of a very challenging period in terms of 
police community relations and I am conident we will get 
through this diicult period and come out of it stronger.” All 
gag together now. 4) his longtime support and board member-
ship of the most mainstream, reactionary parts of the LGBTQ 
community such as HRC; 5) his staunch zionist support of 
Israel and his role as a high-proile pinkwasher (including 
his June 2016 op ed in A Wider Bridge, which bills itself as 
“Building LGBTQ Connections With Israel;” 6) his most 
recent despicable actions when his cell phone was stolen; he 
felt compelled to use all his race, class and male privilege to 
“legally” go after the person who allegedly took his phone, 
LaSonya Wells, an African American longtime SF resident 
who’s dealt with homelessness, domestic violence, addiction 
and incarceration. According to the Chron report, “Wiener, 
who stands 6 feet, 7 inches, has made clear he chose not to 
escape after his phone was swiped, instead deciding to walk 
the thieves to the ATM so their faces could be captured on 
video there.” Real nice, Scott. The district attorney’s oice 
charged Wells with kidnapping for ransom, an allegation that 
could have sent her to prison for life (of course, they deny 
this had anything to do with Wiener’s politician status). Her 
attorney got the kidnapping charge dropped, but Wells still 
faces two felonies and two misdemeanors, including robbery, 
extortion and grand theft, and the prospect of many years in 
prison. Must be a really special cell phone, Scott...

The trial was supposed to start in late August and Wie-

ner was expected to testify.  He said, “They committed a 
crime against me, they were apprehended, and they’re being 
prosecuted. I’m sure there will be a fair and just resolution,” 
(thus exhibiting his terriic grasp of the way the (in)justice 
system works in this country…). Perhaps this incident is 
what inspired Weiner to put a measure on the SF ballot that 
would mandate that the SFPD create a new force of at least 
60 cops to deal with car break-ins, vandalism, and homeless 
encampments. 

 After Wiener’s anti-homeless push for tent removals, 
longtime progressive CA politician John Burton sent Wiener 
a letter suggesting he “stop by the nearest butcher shop and 
buy yourself a heart.” That was months ago, Scott, but you 
clearly haven’t taken this great advice.

Ok, now’s it’s time to jump on the irst MC twitter poll, 
hashtag #scottstinks (yes, we know, traditionally twitter 
polls can only have four choices, but what the hell). Btw, if 
you vote in more traditional elections, vote against Wiener 
in November. Don’t send Scott anywhere he can do even 
more damage.

ALL POWER TO ThE PEOPLE  We know it seems 
just like yesterday, but 2016 is the 50th year since the found-

ing of the Black Panther Party. In recognition of this, the Oak-

land Museum will present All Power to the People, a Black 
Panther retrospective that promises rare historical artifacts, 
irst person accounts, and new contemporary art relating to 
the political struggles the Panthers fought for. The show will 
run from October 8 – February 12. In conjunction with this, 
the Black Panther Party 50th Anniversary Commemoration 
& Conference will be held October 20–23. 

The public is invited to join former members of the Black 
Panther Party this October for a conference and celebration 
marking the 50th anniversary of the Party’s founding. It 
takes place at OMCA and Laney College, in Oakland, Cali-
fornia, the home base of the Party. Review the Black Panther 
Party legacy and celebrate its historical signiicance in the 
black community and consider the question Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. raised so long ago: “Where do we go from here?” 
Information at bpp50th.com.

In the spirit of keeping alive the Panther memory 
and our connections to Panther work and demos from the 
60s/70s, the Mocha Column is ofering a free subscription 
to UltraViolet to the irst person to ill in the missing words 
of the following chants/songs: 1. Free the Panther 2___, Of 
the _______. 2. The revolution has _______, (Of the ____), 
It’s time to pick up the _____ (Of the ____). 3. No more 
_____ in our _______! 4. One! Panther walking by, Two! We 
don’t take no ____, Three! Hold your _____ up high, Four! 
_________. 5. ______ Huey, ______ Huey, _______, you 
better ______ Huey!

WOOF WOOF WOOF  WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF 
WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF WOOF 

The MOCHA Column

reprinted with permission
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It’s Time to Free 

Leonard!

It’s actually past time.  Native American activist Leonard 
Peltier, the 72 year old American Indian Movement member, 
has been imprisoned more than 40 years for the murder of 
two FBI agents.

Leonard Peltier’s incarceration is a farce, resulting from 
a trial illed with shaky evidence and an obvious abuse of 
power by a vengeful FBI. Years later the FBI would admit to 
illegally surveilling and iniltrating groups like AIM (as well 
as the Weather Underground, Black Panthers, Black Libera-

tion Army and others) through its controversial counterintel-
ligence program, known as COINTELPRO. “I’ve given the 
same answer for 40 years. I didn’t do it and I won’t say that 
I did. I won’t betray my people like that; I won’t betray my 
culture,” said Peltier.

Lawyers for Leonard iled a petition for clemency that 
was sent to the White House in late March.  Amnesty Inter-
national released a video asking Obama to sign the order for 
clemency and this month, there have been rallies all over 
the world in support.  Go to http://www.freepeltiernow.org/ 
for info on how to inluence Obama’s decision and/or sign 
the Amnesty petition at www.amnestyusa.org/Free Leonard

Revolutionary 

Greetings
Yes, greetings word of life my sisters and brothers.  I 

pray that you all are well and blessed and that you are con-

tinuing to walk and grow in the things of the struggle that 
have become very political etc.

Now I am going through a rough time right now, as I am 
behind prison enemy lines in the belly of the beast, as I am 
still walking in the Panther legacy today, as I still am dealing 
with the foolish sick minded pigs madness from day to day 
as I smile because the chickens have come home to roost.

Yes this is the 21st century and Black people must stop 
marching and singing that song we shall overcome, and no-

body is going to turn me around, or saying that Black lives 
matter when Black on Black is happening and 3,750 youth 
have been kill in Chicago and many kill in Detroit under a 
sellout President Barack Obama.

Now we know that Black August 2016 will soon be 
upon us and we as true comrades of the NABPP-PC [New 
Afrikan Black Panther Party-Prison Chapter] our work is 
never done as we will “turn the iron houses of oppression 
into schools of liberation”.  For slavery has never ended.  The 
13th amendment which purportedly “ended” slavery, specii-

cally targets prisoners for endless human slavery! One third 
of all young Black men in their twenties are ensnared in the 
prison system.  In some cities, the igure is well over 50%.  
There is a frenzy to incarcerate the Black community.  The 
prisons must be abolished and our brothers and sisters set 
free!  The most brilliant and perceptive thinkers, the strongest 
writers and the most talented artists are locked down in the 
supermax hellholes of a vast amerikkan gulag archipelago.  
These are the Nelson Mandelas and Bobby Dixons of today.  
And many more comrades.  Some people never wanted to 
feel their true feelings and will always wear a mask and my 
real question is Black people, what are going to do?  Will 
you ever love and respect each other with unity?  Will the 
real Black people please stand up?

I appeal and cry out to not allow our youth’s lives to be 
in vain, to allow them to sufer in prison or die at the hands 
of the pigs. We must save our children. Yes, it’s my request 
that LAGAI and TGI, as well as Black and Pink, BLM, 
NABPP-PC , reach out to all of the youth in prison and the 
outside world.  Remember the young people and the children 
are our future.

Yes, I welcome all responses from people. Sincere power 
to the people with one love always in revolution of the mind, 
unity and respect.  Bobby M Dixon #C41652, Minister of 
Justice BLM, NABPP-PC, C.H.C.F. C2B-120, PO Box 32080, 
Stockton CA 95213

Trans in Nevada
Dear UltraViolet – My name is Daisy Meadows.  I’m at 

28 year old Transsexual woman with a life sentence in the 
NDOC [Nevada Dept. of Corrections] at Ely State Prison. 
I was recently retaliated against for iling grievances and 
for being trans and not conforming to NDOC’s standards of 
being a male.  The NDOC has a Zero Tolerance policy for 
Trans inmates or for inmates who ile grievances or lawsuits.  
Retaliation is common.  I have been incarcerated for a little 
over 8 years now.  In Nevada the NDOC keeps all the Trans 
inmates separated and most of them in isolation, solitary 
coninement.  Where I am currently housed is the most secure 
Maximum Security Prison in the state and I am in isolation. 
I have iled a lawsuit against the NDOC in u.s. district court.  
I am currently in mediation.

The Transgender Community must continue to ight for 
their rights.  There is power in unity and together we will 
make each other stronger. Solidarity girls and boys, men and 
women.  However you identify stick together and support 
each other. I will continue to advocate and ight for my rights 
a well as the rights of the rest of the LGBTQI community. 
Keep a smile on your face and know that you are loved and 
not alone.

I can’t receive letters from inmates.  You know how to 
contact me if you need to. Daisy Meadows AKA R. Trost 
#1027585, Ely S.P. PO Box 1989, Ely NV 89301 

Darkness in 

Missouri
My brothers and sisters of QI [Queer Insurrection], I 

write to you from the depths of a dark chasm called the Mis-

souri Department of Corrections.  My name is Patricia and I 
am a 57 year old Transgender woman conined forever in the 
men’s maximum security prison in Jeferson City.

I am a member of Black and Pink, TGI Justice Project 
and the National Lawyers Guild. I do what I can to counsel 
and educate other LGBTQ inmates here and throughout the 
system, but my team and I can only do so much from the “in-

side’. There are NO LGBTQ groups in Missouri working to 
advocate or educate the incarcerated LGBTQ Community.  I 
have contacted a lot of the Missouri groups only to receive no 
reply to my impassioned pleas! They seem not to understand 
or care that there are 100’s of LGBTQ inmates in Missouri 
who are sufering, alone and forgotten by those in the Free 
World, voiceless and unheard as they scream into the night.  
Out of state groups try to help but often months pass before 
a reply is received.

It is for this reason I send you this letter.  It is my plea, 
my impassioned hope that I can convince QI [subscribers] 
to use the internet, social media etc to put out a call to ac-

tion. No one is asking anyone for inancial assistance, sex 
letters or a pen pal. What we are asking for is a Partnership 
for Change.  We know all too well the Power of Free World 
voices.  I have watched too many of our people die from poor 
medical care, spend years in the hole or even denied access 
to GED classes because the administration or oicers didn’t 
like them for whatever reason and because they had NO ONE 
to pick up a phone and demand answers.  Sometimes very 
bad things happen in the dark! It’s our goal not to just shine 
a light on a problem, but pull back the night, let the sun rise 
leaving not a single shadow of the darkness to hide those 
who would seek to repress and oppress.  Pat Trimble #39226 
JCCC, 8200 No More Victims Rd. Jeferson City MO 65101

Shorts From Inside: 

Sweet, Sad, Supportive, 

Sagacious

Dear LGbT Community;  I ind myself very upset with 
the horrible thing that was done to our people at the Pulse 
Club [in Orlando FL] I wrote an article regarding this mat-
ter of homophobics wanting to murder us LGBTQ special 
lovable human beings.  Please, stay focus and alert always 
but no violence.  This is very serious and these haters are 
everywhere.  Stick together in prison yards, and out there, 
please.  All we got is each other. “Cherrie” Valenzuela, State 
Prison, Represa CA

Friends, your letter/info I received could not have 
come at a more perfect time.  Just back from hospital, my Q. 
lovely celly replaced with a Nazi, 2 teeth pulled today and 
my Dr.? cuts my morphine of.  Wow – but hey – Keep on 
truckin. After all we old die hards, just turned 58, been out 
since I came out mom’s womb! Love life and most of what 
it throws at me. I just want to be remembered 4 all the love 
I tried so hard to give. Love and blessings to all of US! F.S. 
Deuel V.I. Tracy CA

hi everyone, I thank all of you at UltraViolet for always 
standing and being a force. I have 3 little words for everyone. 
With so much violence and murders of innocent people, we 
seem to have lost the focus on how do we get to a place where 
we have equality. When does it become enough that so many 
people are dying needless death, that we say we are destroy-

ing one another for no reason.  How do we as people rise up 
and stand together as a whole…everyone as a whole needs 
to have conversations amongst their families and friends as 
well as their neighbors and say we are in this together. And 
that begins with the words, I love you. These 3 words have 
so much power that we take them for granted. If we said “I 
love you” more, not only could we make others feel better, 
but we would feel better as well. Lisa Strawn, Vacaville CA

Dear Friends,  just got my irst issue of UltraViolet and 
I appreciate it.  But I’m letting you know that by the time you 
get this letter I will be out on the streets…If I could, out there 
on the streets, receive it for free, it would be nice because I 
will be indigent for a couple of months. D Marcom, San Luis 
Obispo CA [ed. Note: we are thrilled to send uV to people 
when they get out of prison, just let us know]

hey Family!  This is my irst time writing to ya all.  But I 
truly decided to be me. I’m a Transgender MTF!  I just spoke 
to the “Prea” [Prison Rape Elimination Act] coordinator and 
seen the committee.  I’m in a very Homophobic/Transphobic 
prison. As far as I know I’m the 1st woman to ask for GD 
[gender dysphoria] hormone therapy at SOCF [South Ohio 
Correction Facility]. I’m just tired of not being me! I’m now 
Candi! But I’ve got no family in society and don’t know 
nothing about law, so if anyone can help me ighting the Ohio 
department of corrections on this issue, please feel free to 
contact me. Candi Love AKA Zachary Barield #A607507, 
PO Box 45699, Lucasville OH 45699

I really enjoy reading the UltraViolet because it is 
full of useful information and a voice to help uplift my 
hopes and plans. Right now, my heart is in so much pain 
from the Orlando, FL situation.  I am still hurt because of 
what happened to my LGBTQ Family…I am glad to see so 
many people come together to support the community, but 
why does it always have to come when violence strikes…A 
Wainwright, Joliet IL

To: LAGAI. I’ve happen to come across your organiza-

tion thru PARC and truthfully I’m tired of sitting back and 
saying nothing, now me personally I’m not gay but I have 
an uncle that’s Transgender and I love him with all my heart 
… and I’m truly tired of people talking down on the LGBT 
community, everybody is entitled to live their life how they 
choose and should not have to worry about being judged, 
hurt or killed.  So with that being said I would like to hum-

bly request a subscription to yur newspaper UltraViolet.  C. 
Wortham, Delano CA
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Don’t put down the newsletter, you haven’t inished reading it yet! We took out our 
fashion tips for Hillary Clinton just to put this coupon in. So please read it, and send it in 
to change your address, subscribe a friend or send money?

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________Phone:________________

I moved, so please change my address to: ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

This person no longer lives here:_____________________.  Here is a donation of $________ .

Please send a copy to my friend:  _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Return to:  LAGAI, 3543 - 18th Street #26, San Francisco, CA 94110  (510)434-1304, info@lagai.org

pened: Third World Resistance blocked the administrative 
gate where the rally and march began, the clergy and others 
blocked a building inside the fair grounds, Asians for Black 
lives and allies blocked gates, and the BASAT climbers deftly 
rerouted to the green gate when they were unable to get to 
the towers.  They hung there for hours with a giant banner 
reading: “STOP URBAN SHIELD! END THE MILITARI-
ZATION OF OUR COMMUNITIES!”

The actions began before 8 am and ended about noon. 
The best chant among many ine chants was:

WE DON’T WANT NO COPS 
ROLLING DOWN OUR BLOCKS 
WE MAKE THE VIOLENCE STOP 

WE DROP IT LIKE ITS HOT.

At about 10 am the artistically dramatic, militant march 
walked three miles around the outskirts of the fairgrounds 
visiting and cheering the various locked-down gates. This 
made the assembled alameda county sherifs very nervous, 
too much people power.  Just before noon the sherifs moved 
in giving dispersal orders and arresting 13 people from Asians 
4 Black Lives.  Earlier the police had arrested 10 people from 
the clergy group, bringing the total arrests to 23 people, all 
of whom were cited and released from santa rita jail.

The action was a success not only because of its preci-
sion organization and ambitious reach, shutting down such 
a huge area hosting a malevolent conference, but because in 
the face of escalated repression the coalition brought together 
a wide range of groups to stand in solidarity against the 
empire.  Many issues were visibly linked: Black and brown 
resistance to killer cops, money for communities’ needs, 
not for militarized police and jails, urban displacement and 
police, prioritize health care not police, the role of israeli and 
usa’s  promotion of militarization worldwide.  The actions 
succeeded in disrupting the conference; they were forced to 
shut down parts of it.  We made them hella anxious!  It was 
not business as usual!  The action got terriic press and was 
the lead story on local newscasts as well as reported on in 
many newspapers.

The next step for the coalition is to pressure the alameda 
county board of stupervisors to stop funding urban shield.  
People have been packing the board meetings discussing 
the county budget, demanding the immediate de-funding of 
urban shield.  A community meeting was held in Oakland on 
September 19 to talk about future plans. Find out how you 
can plug in at http://stopurbanshield.org.

THE PEOPLE UNITED WILL 
NEVER BE DEFEATED!

Stopping Urban Shield
continued from page 1

Pardon Chelsea 

Manning!
It’s been a busy summer for Chelsea Manning, as if being 

in prison in Ft. Leavenworth isn’t bad enough. She’s soon to 
face a disciplinary board which will consider bringing charges 
against her for a suicide attempt in July. If these charges are 
successfully prosecuted the result could be loss of parole and 
a longer term than the current 35 years she was sentenced to. 
(This on top of the 3 years being held before trial.)

Chelsea ended a hunger strike recently. She was demand-
ing “minimum standards of dignity, respect and humanity.” 
She started her hunger strike at the same time as a national 
prisoner hunger strike. All along, she has been denied ad-
equate and appropriate healthcare. Because of her struggle 
the military says she will be allowed to have gender airming 
surgery, which was recommended by a psychologist in April. 
This is pretty huge. 

Chelsea Manning continues to receive support. Daniel 
Ellsberg (pentagon papers) has spoken out. Michal Stipe 
(singer/songwriter from the band REM) has made a video. 
Wikileaks founder Julian Assange has said that he will turn 
himself into u.s. authorities if president Obama pardons 
Chelsea. Since Julian is being sought by Sweden we’re left 
to wonder what the sacriice is, but it’s about the best thing 
we’ve ever heard about him.

By Julie

Bo Brown, aka Rita D Brown, ex political prisoner and 
forever activist, is an old friend. I went to her trial in Portland 
Oregon in 1977 before I actually had met her. When she was 
paroled in 1987, I was lucky to be approved as her release 
home.  Before her conviction for bank robbery and since 
then, including her time in the many diferent federal prisons 
she was constantly transferred in and out of, Bo has been 
ighting for prisoners. She was one of the founders of Out 
of Control: Lesbian Committee to Support Women Political 
Prisoners in 1988 and a member of Revolting Lesbians; she 
was part of the Critical Resistance and is currently an active 
participant and board member of PARC, Prison Activist 
Resource Center.  Lesbian groups, butch groups, prisoner 
groups; all of us at LAGAI have known and worked with 
Bo for way over 30 years.

Bo has recently been diagnosed with Lewy Body De-
mentia, an extremely debilitating disease.

Words from Bo, typed by Etang.  A lot of ugly, mean, 
hateful and strange things have happened in my life, but los-
ing my memory is the worst! I survived growing up working 
poor. I survived prison for 8 years. I learned in prison to 
meditate when stressed, and I still do that. Dementia is some-
times like I am unconsciously meditating, but when I return to 
awareness I can’t remember where I am or what happened. 
Sometimes I cry because this is so fucking weird. Fortunately, 
I have beautiful trees around my house and on my block--
these trees and my strong beautiful partner Etang are my 
bedrock and keep me from freaking the fuck out. 

Words from Etang: Bo, my sweetheart and partner of 

16 years, has early stage Lewy Body Dementia. She is strong, 
proud, brave, tender, a survivor, and a revolutionary. For 
the last year or so, Bo’s cognitive impairment has become 
progressively worsened. This shift, this deterioration is so 
devastating because she is painfully aware that she is not the 
same. On many days I surrender to the isolation of this long 
goodbye, this heartbreak. There are so many things about the 
future that are unknown and unpredictable. This path is new 
and unfamiliar. There’s so much I don’t know. I do know that 
I am going to be right here in this moment and listen to the 
sounds of this sweet butch woman sleeping. I have leaned 
into her truth, courage and strength for so many years; it’s 
my turn to hold us up. Breathe.

We appreci-
ate the loving-
kindness from 
f o l k s ,  t h a n k 
you. For lots 
o f  r e a s o n s , 
I have a hard 
time asking for 
help. Our cur-
rent challenges 
demand that I 
let that go. I am 
overwhelmed 
with grief and 
we need help. 
Demen t ia  i s 
crushing and 
brutally pain-
ful. Each day is 
diferent, unpre-
dictable, reveal-
ing a new edge. 

We can’t aford for me not to work full-time. I am trying to 
hold it together, but we need support. 

I am calling on Bo’s communities to help with Bo’s ongo-
ing and long-term medical expenses that are not covered by 
health insurance. Also funds are needed to reconstruct some 
at our house to make it accessible and safe for Bo. 

For more info please contact:  prisonactivist@gmail.com

Forever Activist


